culture and society building fau

culture and society building fau represents a vital intersection of academic
inquiry and practical application within Florida Atlantic University's
diverse community. This concept encompasses the ways in which cultural
values, social norms, and collective identities are fostered and sustained
through institutional initiatives, student engagement, and community
partnerships. Understanding culture and society building at FAU involves
examining the university’s role in promoting inclusivity, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and civic responsibility. This article explores the
multifaceted aspects of culture and society building at FAU, highlighting key
programs, organizational structures, and the impact on both campus life and
the surrounding region. The comprehensive overview provides insights into how
FAU cultivates a dynamic environment conducive to learning, cultural
exchange, and societal development. The following sections detail the
foundational elements, strategic efforts, and outcomes associated with
culture and society building at Florida Atlantic University.

e Foundations of Culture and Society Building at FAU

e Institutional Initiatives Promoting Cultural Engagement
e Student Organizations and Their Role in Society Building
e Community Partnerships and Social Impact

e Challenges and Future Directions in Culture and Society Building at FAU

Foundations of Culture and Society Building at
FAU

Culture and society building at FAU is grounded in the university'’s
commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion as core institutional values.
These foundations support the creation of an environment where individuals
from various backgrounds can share perspectives, celebrate heritage, and
collaborate effectively. FAU's academic programs emphasize interdisciplinary
studies that integrate cultural awareness with social sciences, humanities,
and civic engagement. This approach encourages students and faculty to
explore societal issues through a cultural lens, fostering critical thinking
and empathy.

Historical Context and Mission Alignment

Florida Atlantic University’s mission explicitly includes advancing knowledge
and serving the public good, which aligns closely with efforts to nurture a



vibrant cultural and social ecosystem on campus. Since its establishment, FAU
has expanded its scope to address the evolving needs of a diverse student
body and local community. The historical context of FAU’s development reveals
a trajectory of increasing emphasis on cultural competency and societal
contribution as integral to its educational mandate.

Core Values Supporting Culture and Society Building

The university’s core values—such as respect, integrity, and innovation-play
a critical role in shaping culture and society building initiatives. These
values underpin policies and programs designed to create inclusive spaces,
encourage dialogue across differences, and support collaborative problem-
solving. FAU fosters an atmosphere where cultural diversity is not only
acknowledged but actively integrated into the learning experience and
community life.

Institutional Initiatives Promoting Cultural
Engagement

FAU has developed a range of institutional initiatives aimed at promoting
cultural engagement and fostering social cohesion. These initiatives include
educational programs, cultural events, and resource centers that provide
support for underrepresented groups and encourage cross-cultural interaction.
Such efforts are instrumental in building a campus culture that values
diversity and encourages active participation in societal issues.

Cultural Centers and Resource Hubs

The university hosts several cultural centers that serve as focal points for
community building and cultural expression. These centers provide resources,
programming, and support services tailored to the needs of various cultural
and identity groups. Examples include the Multicultural Student Center,
LGBTQ+ Resource Center, and the O0ffice of Diversity and Inclusion. These hubs
facilitate workshops, speaker series, and cultural celebrations that enhance
understanding and respect among the campus population.

Academic Programs and Cultural Curriculum

Academic offerings at FAU incorporate cultural studies and social justice
themes across multiple disciplines. Courses and degree programs emphasize
global perspectives, intercultural communication, and societal challenges,
equipping students with the knowledge and skills necessary for effective
participation in diverse environments. Interdisciplinary collaboration among
departments fosters comprehensive approaches to culture and society building.



Campus-wide Cultural Events

Regularly scheduled cultural events such as heritage month celebrations, art
exhibitions, and international festivals contribute to a dynamic and
inclusive campus atmosphere. These events provide opportunities for students,
faculty, and staff to engage with different cultures, challenge stereotypes,
and build community connections.

Student Organizations and Their Role i1n Society
Building

Student organizations at FAU play a pivotal role in culture and society
building by creating grassroots opportunities for leadership, advocacy, and
cultural exchange. These organizations represent a broad spectrum of
interests and identities, facilitating peer-to-peer learning and community
involvement. Through their activities, student groups contribute
significantly to the social fabric of the university.

Diversity-Focused Student Groups

Many student organizations at FAU focus explicitly on promoting cultural
awareness and inclusivity. Groups such as cultural clubs, identity-based
associations, and advocacy organizations provide safe spaces for dialogue,
support, and celebration of diverse identities. These groups often
collaborate to host joint events that reach wider audiences and foster
solidarity.

Leadership Development and Civic Engagement

Participation in student organizations fosters leadership skills and
encourages active citizenship. Members gain experience in event planning,
conflict resolution, and community outreach, all of which are essential to
society building. The emphasis on civic engagement prepares students to
contribute meaningfully to both campus life and broader societal contexts.

Peer Education and Awareness Campaigns

Student organizations also lead peer education initiatives that promote
awareness on topics such as social justice, mental health, and cultural
competence. These campaigns are vital components of culture and society
building, as they encourage informed dialogue and foster an inclusive campus
environment.

Community Partnerships and Social Impact

FAU’'s commitment to culture and society building extends beyond campus



boundaries through strategic community partnerships. These collaborations
enhance social impact by addressing regional needs, supporting cultural
preservation, and promoting economic development. Engaging with local
organizations enables FAU to serve as a catalyst for societal progress.

Collaborations with Local Cultural Institutions

The university partners with museums, cultural centers, and arts
organizations in the surrounding area to promote cultural programming and
educational outreach. These collaborations provide students and faculty with
experiential learning opportunities and strengthen community bonds.

Service Learning and Volunteer Programs

Service learning initiatives integrate academic study with community service,
allowing students to apply cultural knowledge in practical contexts.
Volunteer programs focus on social issues such as poverty alleviation,
education, and environmental sustainability, contributing directly to society
building efforts.

Research and Policy Impact

FAU faculty and research centers engage in studies that inform public policy
and community development strategies. Research on cultural trends, social
dynamics, and community health supports evidence-based interventions and
enhances the university’s role as a socially responsible institution.

Challenges and Future Directions in Culture and
Society Building at FAU

While FAU has made significant strides in culture and society building, the
university faces ongoing challenges that require adaptive strategies and
sustained commitment. Addressing these challenges is essential to maintaining
an inclusive, dynamic, and socially engaged campus environment.

Navigating Diversity and Inclusion Complexities

Managing the complexities of diversity involves continuously addressing
systemic inequalities, unconscious bias, and cultural misunderstandings. FAU
must implement comprehensive training, policy reforms, and open dialogue to
navigate these issues effectively.

Enhancing Student Engagement and Retention

Ensuring broad student participation in culture and society building
activities is critical. The university seeks innovative approaches to engage
students from all backgrounds, fostering a sense of belonging and encouraging



long-term commitment to community involvement.

Leveraging Technology for Cultural Exchange

Advances in technology present new opportunities for virtual cultural
exchange and remote collaboration. FAU aims to integrate digital tools to
expand the reach and impact of its culture and society building initiatives,
especially in an increasingly globalized educational landscape.

Strategic Planning for Sustainable Impact

Future efforts will focus on strategic planning that aligns resources,
partnerships, and institutional goals to enhance the sustainability and
effectiveness of culture and society building programs. This includes ongoing
assessment, community feedback, and responsiveness to emerging societal
trends.

Commitment to continuous improvement and innovation

Integration of cultural competency across curricula and services

Strengthening local and global community ties

Promoting equity and social justice in all initiatives

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Culture and Society
Building at FAU?

The Culture and Society Building at Florida Atlantic University (FAU)
primarily focuses on providing academic spaces and resources for departments
related to social sciences, humanities, and cultural studies, fostering
interdisciplinary learning and research.

Which departments are housed in the Culture and
Society Building at FAU?
The building houses various departments including Anthropology, Sociology,

Political Science, and History, among others, facilitating collaboration
among these disciplines.



How does the Culture and Society Building support
student engagement at FAU?

The building offers classrooms, seminar rooms, and common areas designed to
encourage student interaction, group projects, and events such as lectures
and cultural programs that enhance student engagement.

Are there any special facilities or features in the
Culture and Society Building at FAU?

Yes, the building includes modern classrooms equipped with advanced
technology, faculty offices, research centers, and spaces dedicated to
cultural exhibits and community outreach activities.

How does the Culture and Society Building contribute
to community outreach at FAU?

It serves as a hub for public lectures, workshops, and cultural events that
connect the university with the broader community, promoting awareness and
dialogue on social and cultural issues.

Additional Resources

1. The Culture Code: The Secrets of Highly Successful Groups

This book by Daniel Coyle explores the dynamics of successful groups and
cultures. It delves into how trust, safety, and shared purpose contribute to
building strong, cooperative societies. Coyle provides real-world examples
from sports teams, businesses, and communities to illustrate these
principles.

2. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community

Robert D. Putnam's influential work examines the decline of social capital in
the United States. It highlights how reduced participation in community
activities has impacted societal cohesion and democracy. The book advocates
for rebuilding social networks to strengthen society.

3. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies

Jared Diamond offers a comprehensive analysis of how environmental and
geographical factors shaped the development of human societies. The book
explains the disparities in societal advancement through the lens of
agriculture, technology, and conquest. It provides a broad perspective on the
forces influencing culture and societal evolution.

4. Culture and Society: 1780-1950

Raymond Williams traces the development of British culture and its
relationship with society during a critical period of industrial and social
change. The book explores literature, art, and social theory to understand
how culture reflects and shapes societal transformations. It is a



foundational text in cultural studies.

5. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism
Benedict Anderson investigates the concept of nations as socially constructed
communities. He argues that nations are "imagined" because members will never
know most of their fellow-members. This book is key to understanding how
cultural narratives build societal identities.

6. Social Foundations of Thought and Action: A Social Cognitive Theory
Albert Bandura presents a theory emphasizing the role of social influence and
observational learning in shaping behavior. The work underscores how culture
and social environments contribute to individual and collective action. It is
essential for understanding societal behavior and cultural transmission.

7. Culture and Power: The Sociology of Pierre Bourdieu

This book explores Pierre Bourdieu's theories on how culture is intertwined
with social power structures. It discusses concepts like habitus, capital,
and field to explain how societal inequalities are reproduced culturally. The
text is vital for analyzing the relationship between culture and social
hierarchy.

8. The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett argue that societies with less economic
inequality tend to have better health, social, and cultural outcomes. The
book uses extensive data to link equality with social cohesion and well-
being. It highlights the cultural implications of economic policies on
society.

9. Coming of Age in Samoa: A Psychological Study of Primitive Youth for
Western Civilisation

Margaret Mead's classic anthropological work studies the cultural practices
of Samoan adolescents. It contrasts Western and Samoan approaches to
adolescence, highlighting the role of culture in shaping social development.
The book offers insights into how culture influences societal norms and
individual growth.
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institutions in all. It also includes detailed two-page descriptions, written by admissions personnel,
for more than 400 colleges and universities. Inside you'll find: Detailed profile information including
campus setting, enrollment, academic programs, entrance difficulty, expenses, student-faculty ratio,
application deadlines, and contact information. The Advice Center provides insider info on
specialized college options, such as Honors Programs and Colleges, Online Learning, Women's
Colleges, and Public vs. Private institutions. Helful articles offer advice on making a list of your
Top-Ten colleges, surviving standardized tests, preparing to get into college, paying for college,
scholarship guidance and more. Indexes include Majors or Fields of Study, Entrance Difficulty, Cost
Ranges, and geographic and alphabetical listings of all schools.

culture and society building fau: Globalization, Violence and the Visual Culture of
Cities Christoph Lindner, 2009-09-10 This book is the first interdisciplinary volume to examine the
complex relationship between globalization, violence, and the visual culture of cities

culture and society building fau: Educating for a Culture of Social and Ecological Peace
Anita L. Wenden, 2012-02-01 Acknowledging the dual notions of danger and opportunity that
present themselves in contemporary social and ecological crises, this book explores how both peace
and environmental education can transform the way we think and what we value. The book outlines
the link between social violence and ecological degradation and the need to educate for the purpose
of achieving social and ecological peace. Specialists in peace and environmental education offer a
holistic and integrated approach on educating about these problems and challenges. They also
provide educational strategies, such as curricular frameworks and pedagogical innovations
appropriate for both formal and informal settings, and case studies and examples that illustrate their
application.

culture and society building fau: Routledge Handbook of University-Community Partnerships
in Planning Education Megan E. Heim LaFrombois, Jay Mittal, 2023-10-11 This handbook explores
two guiding questions - how can university-community partnerships in planning education work, and
how can they be transformative? University-community partnerships - often referred to as
service-learning or community-engaged teaching and learning - are traditionally based on a
collaborative relationship between an academic partner and a community-based partner, in which
students from the academic partner work within the community on a project. Transformational
approaches to university-community partnerships are approaches that develop and sustain mutually
beneficial collaborations where knowledge is co-created and new ways of knowing and doing are
discovered. This edited volume examines a variety of university-community partnerships in planning
education, from a number of different perspectives, with a focus on transformative models. The
authors explore broader theoretical issues, including topics relating to pedagogy, planning theory,
and curriculum; along with more practical topics relating to best practices, logistics, institutional
support, outcome measures, and the various forms these partnerships can take - all through an
array of case studies. The authors, which include academics, professional practitioners, academic
practitioners, and students, bring an incredible depth and breadth of knowledge and experience
from across the globe - Australia, Canada, Chile, Europe (including Germany, Spain, Slovakia, and
Sweden), India, Jamaica, South Korea, and the United States.

culture and society building fau: Cosmopolitan Strangers in US Latinx Literature and Culture
Esther Alvarez—Lépez, Andrea Fernandez-Garcia, 2023-03-30 This book presents a study of the figure
of the stranger in US Latinx literary and cultural forms, ranging from contemporary novels through
essays to film and transborder art activism. The focus on this abject figure is twofold: first, to
explore its potential to expose the processes of othering to which Latinxs are subjected; and, second,
to foreground its epistemic response to neocolonial structures and beliefs. Thus, this book draws on
relevant sociological literature on the stranger to unveil the political and social processes behind the
recognition of Latinxs as ‘out of place.” On the other hand, and most importantly, this volume follows
the path of neo-cosmopolitan approaches to bring to the fore processes of interrelatedness,
interaction, and conviviality that run counter to criminalizing discourses around Latinxs. Through an
engagement with these theoretical tenets, the goal of this book is to showcase the role of the Latinx



stranger as a cosmopolitan mediator that transforms walls into bridges.

culture and society building fau: International Handbook of Middle Level Education Theory,
Research, and Policy David C. Virtue, 2019-08-30 The International Handbook of Middle Level
Education Theory, Research, and Policy is a landmark resource for researchers, graduate students,
policy makers, and practitioners who work in middle level education and associated fields of study.
The volume provides an overview of the current state of middle level education theory, research, and
policy; offers analysis and critique of the extant literature in the field; and maps new directions for
research and theory development in middle level education. The handbook meets a pressing need in
the field for a resource that is comprehensive in its treatment of middle level research and
international in scope. Chapter authors provide rationales for middle level education research and
definitions of the field; discuss philosophical approaches and underpinnings for middle level
education research; describe and critique frameworks for quality in middle level education; review
research about young adolescent learners, middle level school programming, and educator
preparation; and analyze public policies affecting middle level education at national, regional, and
local levels.
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culture and society building fau: City Unsilenced Jeffrey Hou, Sabine Knierbein, 2017-06-26
What do the recent urban resistance tactics around the world have in common? What are the roles
of public space in these movements? What are the implications of urban resistance for the remaking
of public space in the age of shrinking democracy? To what extent do these resistances move from
anti- to alter-politics? City Unsilenced brings together a cross-disciplinary group of scholars and
scholar-activists to examine the spaces, conditions, and processes in which neoliberal practices have
profoundly impacted the everyday social, economic, and political life of citizens and communities
around the globe. They explore the commonalities and specificities of urban resistance movements
that respond to those impacts. They focus on how such movements make use of and transform the
meanings and capacity of public space. They investigate their ramifications in the continued
practices of renewing democracies. A broad collection of cases is presented and analyzed, including
Movimento Passe Livre (Brazil), Google Bus Blockades San Francisco (USA), the Platform for
Mortgage Affected People (PAH) (Spain), the Piqueteros Movement (Argentina), Umbrella Movement
(Hong Kong), post-Occupy Gezi Park (Turkey), Sunflower Movement (Taiwan), Occupy Oakland
(USA), Syntagma Square (Greece), Researchers for Fair Policing (New York), Urban Movement
Congress (Poland), urban activism (Berlin), 1DMX (Mexico), Miyashita Park Tokyo (Japan), 15M
Movement (Spain), and Train of Hope and protests against Academic Ball in Vienna (Austria). By
better understanding the processes and implications of the recent urban resistances, City
Unsilenced contributes to the ongoing debates concerning the role and significance of public space
in the practice of lived democracy.

culture and society building fau: China Gadabouts Susan Armstrong-Reid, 2017-12-01 The
Sino-Japanese War (1937-45) had a devastating impact on China’s civilian population. Braving
bandits, disease, and dangerous roads, the China Convoy - a Quaker-sponsored humanitarian unit -
delivered medical supplies and provided famine relief in the unoccupied territory of “Free China”
and later to both sides in the ensuing civil war. China Gadabouts examines the contested roles
played by Western and Chinese nurses in the Convoy’s humanitarian efforts from 1941 to 1951. In so
doing, it re-examines the quandaries of Quakers’ purportedly apolitical global engagement that
remain salient for contemporary humanitarians. Susan Armstrong-Reid explores how this work gave
meaning to the women'’s lives and how they attempted to carve out personal and professional space
despite a chaotic, unfamiliar, and occasionally hostile environment. China Gadabouts illuminates the
ethical dilemmas, professional challenges, and opportunities presented by humanitarian nursing
within a Western-based relief organization, while acknowledging its contentious imperial role. In
doing so, it spotlights an understudied area of global nursing - its role within INGOs, now more
active than ever in global health care.

culture and society building fau: Encyclopedia of Jewish American Popular Culture Jack



Fischel, 2008-12-30 This unique encyclopedia chronicles American Jewish popular culture, past and
present in music, art, food, religion, literature, and more. Over 150 entries, written by scholars in
the field, highlight topics ranging from animation and comics to Hollywood and pop psychology.
Without the profound contributions of American Jews, the popular culture we know today would not
exist. Where would music be without the music of Bob Dylan and Barbra Streisand, humor without
Judd Apatow and Jerry Seinfeld, film without Steven Spielberg, literature without Phillip Roth,
Broadway without Rodgers and Hammerstein? These are just a few of the artists who broke new
ground and changed the face of American popular culture forever. This unique encyclopedia
chronicles American Jewish popular culture, past and present in music, art, food, religion, literature,
and more. Over 150 entries, written by scholars in the field, highlight topics ranging from animation
and comics to Hollywood and pop psychology. Up-to-date coverage and extensive attention to
political and social contexts make this encyclopedia is an excellent resource for high school and
college students interested in the full range of Jewish popular culture in the United States. Academic
and public libraries will also treasure this work as an incomparable guide to our nation's heritage.
[llustrations complement the text throughout, and many entries cite works for further reading. The
volume closes with a selected, general bibliography of print and electronic sources to encourage
further research.

culture and society building fau: Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural Anthropology Alan
Barnard, Jonathan Spencer, 2009-12-04 Written by leading scholars in the field, this comprehensive
and readable resource gives anthropology students a unique guide to the ideas, arguments and
history of the discipline. The fully revised and expanded second edition reflects major changes in
anthropology in the past decade.

culture and society building fau: Urban poliphony Adriana Levisky, 2021-08-09 In Urban
Polyphony: Architectures, Urbanisms, and Meditations, the author draws a panorama of the more
than eighteen years of the Levisky Arquitetos | Estratégia Urbana architecture firm, discussing and
showing the projects that they have been developing, such as the Diversity Boulevard, the expansion
project of Albert Einstein Hospital, the Open Museum of Colonia's Crater, requalification of Jardim
Colombo neighborhood, Colégio Santa Cruz, Senac Sdao Miguel Unit, City Caxingui neighborhood,
Victor Civita Square and Jockey Club Sao Paulo. Throughout this book, Adriana Levisky shares with
the reader her impressions about the role of the architect and urban planner as being proactive and
a mediator, considering aspects that go beyond the regional dynamics from places, discussing social,
economic, legal, cultural, geographical, and political matters, highlighting the importance of this
active voice to propose projects that can provide a better quality of life in cities. With this book
launch, Senac Sao Paulo aims to instill the contemplation and propel new solutions for the urban
environment from the view and experience of someone who works daily with architecture and
urbanism in a metropolis.

culture and society building fau: Emerging Capitalism in Central Europe and Southeast
Asia F. Bafoil, 2015-12-24 This book examines the emergence of different forms of capitalism in
Central-Eastern states in Europe and Mekong states within the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). All of them (but Thailand) have historically disappeared from the regional maps
for long periods of time due to colonial or imperial rule. Most of them were previously members of a
soviet-type economy, and they all joined ASEAN or the European Union in the 1990s or in the 2000s.
These states are characterized by a strong urge toward feelings of national sovereignty due to their
experiences with colonialism and imperialism. But, due to the regional economic pressures and the
globalization dynamic, these states cannot articulate protectionist policies. They are forced to open
their economies in order to attract Foreign Direct Investments. This results in less regulated and
more political forms of capitalism than in some more developed capitalist countries. This book
analyzes forms of capitalism as the arising from a combination of three conditions: the legacy of the
foreign occupations, the national construction process of the sovereign state, and lastly, the
dynamics of regional integration. These states' claims to national sovereignty and the manner in
which they developed suggests a causative link between the forms of political domination that have



presided over these transformations and the forms of capitalism that have resulted.

culture and society building fau: Proceedings of the Asia Pacific Sociological Association
Conference (APSA 2024) Abdul Razaq Cangara, Sawedi Muhammad, 2025-04-26 This is an open
access book. The Asia Pacific Sociological Association (APSA) is mainly engaged in the scholars of
higher education institutions (universities, graduate schools and research institutes) that conducts
education and research in the Asia-Pacific region or conducts research and education for the region
as well as independent researches. It is aimed to share the academic achievements, academic
information exchange, and training of young researchers.

culture and society building fau: Culture and Life , 1984

culture and society building fau: The Routledge Handbook of Architecture, Urban Space and
Politics, Volume II Nikolina Bobic, Farzaneh Haghighi, 2024-11-22 Architecture and the urban are
connected to challenges around violence, security, race and ideology, spectacle and data. The first
volume of this handbook extensively explored these oppressive roles. This second volume illustrates
that escaping the corporatized and bureaucratized orders of power, techno-managerial and
consumer-oriented capitalist economic models is more urgent and necessary than ever before.
Herein lies the political role of architecture and urban space, including the ways through which they
can be transformed and alternative political realities constituted. The volume explores the methods
and spatial practices required to activate the political dimension and the possibility for alternative
practices to operate in the existing oppressive systems while not being swallowed by these
structures. Fostering new political consciousness is explored in terms of the following themes:
Events and Dissidence; Biopolitics, Ethics and Desire; Climate and Ecology; Urban Commons and
Social Participation; Marginalities and Postcolonialism. Volume II embraces engagement across
disciplines and offers a wide range of projects and critical analyses across the so-called Global North
and South. This multidisciplinary collection of 36 chapters provides the reader with an extensive
resource of case studies and ways of thinking for architecture and urban space to become more
emancipatory. Chapter 1 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC-BY) 4.0 license.

culture and society building fau: Journal of the House of Delegates of the Commonwealth of
Virginia Virginia. General Assembly. House of Delegates, 1887

culture and society building fau: Journal Virginia. General Assembly. House of Delegates,
1887

culture and society building fau: Taylored Lives Martha Banta, 1993 Scientific
management: Technology spawned it, Frederick Winslow Taylor championed it, Thorstein Veblen
dissected it, Henry Ford implemented it. By the turn of the century, practical visionaries prided
themselves on having arrived at the one best way both to increase industrial productivity and to
regulate the vagaries of human behavior. Nothing escaped the efficiency craze, and in this vivid,
wide-ranging book, Martha Banta explores its effect on the culture at large. To the Taylorists,
everthing needed tidying up: government, business, warfare, households, and, most of all, the
workplace, with its unruly influx of strangers into the native scenes. Taylored Lives gives us a
striking sense of what it was like to live, work, love, and die when time, motion, and emotions were
checked off on worksheets and management charts. Canvasing the culture, Banta shows how the
cause of efficiency was taken up in narratives, of every sort - in mail-order catalogs, popular
romances, newspaper stories, and personal testimonials from below, as well as in the canonical
works of writers from Henry Adams and William James, to Sinclair Lewis, Nathanael West, and
William Faulkner. The strategies of impassioned theorists and hands-on practitioners affected the
kinds-of narratives produced in the controversy over the pros and cons of the management culture;
they bear an eerie resemblance to the means by which we today, storytellers all, keep trying to make
sense of our own chaotic times. This interdisciplinary work charts the development of a managerial
culture from its start in the steel mills of Pennsylvania through its spread across the American
experience in an interlocking series of social systems andeveryday practices. Banta scrutinizes
narrative strategies employed by inscribers as diverse as Josephine Goldmark, Theodore Roosevelt,




Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Anzia Yezierska, Richard Harding Davis, Booker T. Washington, and
Theodore Dreiser; by Taylor himself, as well as Veblen and Ford; by women who toiled on the factory
floor; by writers of dream-copy for ready-made houses; and by Buster Keaton in his silent treatment
of the dysfuntional honeymoon home. With its historical scope and its provocative readings of
assorted narratives, this richly illustrated book offers a complex and disturbing picture of a period,
as well as invaluable insights into the way theory-making continually makes and breaks cultures. A
remarkable work, Taylored Lives confirms Martha Banta's place as one of our leading cultural and
literary critics.

culture and society building fau: Vernacular Architecture Newsletter, 2001
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