
cultural lag definition sociology

cultural lag definition sociology refers to the concept that certain parts of
a culture, particularly non-material elements such as beliefs, values, and
norms, tend to lag behind changes in material culture like technology and
inventions. This sociological theory highlights the tensions and conflicts
that arise when society’s technological advancements outpace the
corresponding social and cultural adjustments. The idea of cultural lag is
crucial for understanding social change, especially in the context of rapid
technological progress. It explains why societies often face challenges in
adapting to new innovations, creating periods of instability and adjustment.
This article explores the origins of cultural lag, its key components,
examples, impacts, and its relevance in contemporary sociology. The
discussion provides a comprehensive understanding of how cultural lag shapes
social dynamics and influences the evolution of societies.
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Origins and Theoretical Background of Cultural
Lag

The concept of cultural lag was first introduced by sociologist William F.
Ogburn in the early 20th century. It emerged as a response to the observation
that technological progress often occurs at a faster rate than social
adaptation. Ogburn’s theory emphasized the idea that material culture,
including tools, machines, and technology, evolves rapidly, whereas non-
material culture, such as laws, customs, and social institutions, tends to
change more slowly. This discrepancy leads to a period of adjustment known as
cultural lag, where society struggles to align its cultural elements with new
technological realities.

Ogburn’s framework is rooted in the broader study of social change and
modernization. He argued that understanding the dynamics of cultural lag is
essential for addressing social problems that arise due to delayed cultural
adaptation. This theoretical background lays the foundation for analyzing how
societies cope with innovation and the resulting social tensions.

Key Components of Cultural Lag

Cultural lag consists of several vital components that explain the mechanism
through which it operates. These components clarify why certain elements of
culture adapt slowly compared to others and how this imbalance affects
society.



Material Culture

Material culture refers to the tangible, physical objects and technologies
created by a society. This includes inventions, tools, machines, and
infrastructure. Material culture is often the driver of change, as
technological advancements create new possibilities and demands for social
organization.

Non-Material Culture

Non-material culture encompasses the intangible aspects of culture such as
beliefs, values, norms, laws, and social institutions. These elements provide
the framework for social behavior and interaction. Non-material culture tends
to be more resistant to change, which causes it to lag behind material
culture.

Adjustment Period

The adjustment period is the time during which society attempts to reconcile
the differences between material and non-material culture. This phase
involves social debates, conflicts, and gradual modifications of norms and
institutions to accommodate new technological realities.

Rapid technological invention (material culture)

Slow social adaptation (non-material culture)

Social conflicts and tensions

Gradual institutional and normative change

Examples of Cultural Lag in Society

Cultural lag can be observed in various historical and contemporary instances
where society's non-material culture has struggled to keep pace with
technological innovations. These examples illustrate the social challenges
and adjustments associated with cultural lag.

Industrial Revolution

During the Industrial Revolution, rapid advancements in machinery and
production methods transformed economies and social structures. However,
social institutions such as labor laws, education systems, and political
frameworks lagged behind, leading to poor working conditions, child labor,
and social unrest. This period exemplifies cultural lag where technological
progress outpaced legal and ethical adaptations.



Digital Technology and Privacy

The rise of digital technology and the internet has revolutionized
communication and information sharing. Yet, privacy laws and ethical norms
regarding data security have been slow to develop, resulting in widespread
concerns about surveillance, data breaches, and misuse of personal
information. This gap highlights contemporary cultural lag in adapting legal
and social norms to new technological realities.

Biotechnology and Ethics

Advancements in biotechnology, including genetic engineering and cloning,
have outpaced the development of ethical guidelines and regulatory
frameworks. Societies face moral dilemmas and conflicting views about the
appropriate use of these technologies, demonstrating how cultural lag creates
tension between innovation and cultural acceptance.

Impacts of Cultural Lag on Social Change

Cultural lag has significant implications for social change, influencing how
societies evolve and respond to new challenges. Understanding these impacts
is essential for policymakers, sociologists, and cultural analysts.

Social Conflict and Tension

The mismatch between material and non-material culture often generates social
conflicts. As technological innovations disrupt established norms and
institutions, groups within society may resist change, leading to
polarization and tension.

Policy and Legal Challenges

Cultural lag complicates the development of effective policies and laws.
Legislators may struggle to create regulations that address new technologies
adequately, resulting in regulatory gaps or outdated laws that fail to
protect societal interests.

Adaptation and Innovation

Although cultural lag presents challenges, it also drives social innovation.
The need to reconcile cultural elements with technological progress
encourages societies to rethink values, norms, and institutions, fostering
adaptation and growth.

Increased social conflicts and resistance to change1.

Policy and regulatory delays or inadequacies2.

Stimulus for social innovation and institutional reform3.



Potential for social instability during adjustment periods4.

Contemporary Relevance of Cultural Lag in
Sociology

In today’s rapidly evolving world, the concept of cultural lag remains highly
relevant for understanding the complexities of social change. Modern
technological advancements, from artificial intelligence to renewable energy,
continue to challenge existing cultural frameworks.

Technology and Social Media

The widespread adoption of social media platforms has transformed
communication, social interaction, and political engagement. However, social
norms and regulations concerning misinformation, cyberbullying, and digital
etiquette are still evolving, illustrating ongoing cultural lag.

Globalization and Cultural Lag

Globalization accelerates the diffusion of technology across societies, but
cultural lag can vary significantly between regions. Developing countries may
experience extended lag periods due to economic, political, or cultural
barriers, underscoring the uneven nature of cultural adaptation in a global
context.

Environmental Technologies and Social Response

Innovations in environmental technology, such as sustainable energy
solutions, are critical for addressing climate change. Yet, societal
acceptance, policy implementation, and cultural shifts toward sustainability
often lag behind technological capabilities, highlighting the persistent
relevance of cultural lag in environmental sociology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of cultural lag in sociology?

Cultural lag in sociology refers to the period of adjustment when the non-
material culture is struggling to adapt to new material conditions, causing a
delay between technological innovation and the cultural norms or laws that
regulate it.

Who first introduced the concept of cultural lag?

The concept of cultural lag was first introduced by sociologist William F.
Ogburn in his 1922 work 'Social Change with Respect to Culture and Original
Nature.'



Why does cultural lag occur in societies?

Cultural lag occurs because material culture (technology, inventions)
typically changes faster than non-material culture (values, beliefs, laws),
leading to a gap or lag in social adaptation and acceptance.

Can you give an example of cultural lag?

An example of cultural lag is the rise of social media technology outpacing
the development of laws and social norms regarding online privacy and
cyberbullying.

How does cultural lag affect social change?

Cultural lag affects social change by creating tensions and conflicts as
society struggles to adjust its norms, laws, and behaviors to keep pace with
technological advancements or new material conditions.

Is cultural lag always negative in sociology?

Not necessarily; cultural lag highlights a natural period of adjustment in
society which can lead to positive reforms once non-material culture catches
up with technological changes.

What are the components involved in cultural lag?

Cultural lag involves two main components: material culture (physical objects
and technology) and non-material culture (ideas, norms, laws, and values)
where the latter lags behind the former.

How can societies minimize the effects of cultural
lag?

Societies can minimize cultural lag by proactively updating laws, education,
and social norms in anticipation of or in response to technological
advancements and other material changes.

Does cultural lag only apply to technology?

While cultural lag is often associated with technological change, it can
apply to any situation where non-material culture lags behind changes in
material culture, including economic, environmental, or social innovations.

Additional Resources
1. Cultural Lag: Society’s Struggle with Technological Change
This book explores the concept of cultural lag, a term coined by sociologist
William F. Ogburn, which describes the period of adjustment when the non-
material culture is struggling to adapt to new material conditions. It delves
into case studies showing how laws, norms, and social institutions often lag
behind technological innovations. The author examines the social consequences
of this lag and suggests ways societies can better manage rapid change.

2. The Dynamics of Cultural Lag in Modern Societies



Focusing on the sociological implications of cultural lag, this book analyzes
how various societies cope with the discrepancies between technological
advances and cultural adaptation. It covers historical examples and
contemporary issues such as digital privacy and biotechnology. The text
provides a theoretical framework for understanding the delays in cultural
adjustment and their impact on social stability.

3. Technology and Tradition: Understanding Cultural Lag
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the theory of cultural lag,
highlighting the tensions between technological progress and traditional
cultural values. It discusses how cultural lag affects social institutions
like education, law, and religion. Through interdisciplinary perspectives,
the author offers insights into the causes and effects of cultural inertia.

4. Cultural Lag in the Age of Innovation
Examining the rapid pace of innovation in the 21st century, this book
investigates how cultural lag manifests in contemporary society. It includes
discussions on AI, social media, and global communication, illustrating how
cultural norms and regulations struggle to keep up. The author argues for
proactive cultural adaptation strategies to mitigate social dissonance.

5. Social Change and Cultural Lag: A Sociological Perspective
This text provides an in-depth look at the role of cultural lag in broader
social change processes. It connects the concept to theories of modernization
and social evolution. Through empirical research and theoretical analysis,
the book reveals how cultural lag can both hinder and facilitate social
progress.

6. The Sociology of Cultural Lag: Challenges and Responses
This book addresses the challenges posed by cultural lag in various social
contexts including healthcare, environment, and education. It discusses how
institutions respond to the lag and the consequences of delayed cultural
adaptation. The author emphasizes the importance of sociological awareness in
policy-making and social planning.

7. Bridging the Gap: Overcoming Cultural Lag in Society
Offering practical solutions, this book focuses on strategies to bridge the
gap created by cultural lag. It discusses educational reforms, policy
interventions, and community engagement as means to accelerate cultural
adaptation. The book combines theory with actionable recommendations for
social leaders and change agents.

8. Cultural Lag and the Digital Divide
This work explores the intersection of cultural lag with the digital divide,
highlighting how technological access disparities exacerbate cultural
adjustment issues. It examines the social and economic implications of
unequal technology adoption and cultural integration. The author calls for
inclusive policies to address both technological and cultural disparities.

9. Modernity and Cultural Lag: Sociological Insights
This book situates cultural lag within the broader context of modernity and
globalization. It discusses how rapid social transformations create tensions
between enduring cultural patterns and emerging technological realities. The
text provides a critical analysis of how societies negotiate cultural lag
amid global interconnectedness.
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  cultural lag definition sociology: Thorstein Veblen and the Enrichment of Evolutionary
Naturalism Rick Tilman, 2007 Tilman argues that evolutionary naturalism provides the
philosophical foundations of Veblen's thought. He links evolutionary naturalism to Veblen's
aesthetics, secular humanism, sociology of control, sociobiology, and sociology of knowledge,
thereby initiating observations regarding the relationship of Veblen's own life to his thinking and his
place as a cultural lag theorist--Provided by publisher.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Fundamentals of Sociology Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-09-11
EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to empowering learners
with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive exams and academic
support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content tailored to meet the needs
of students across various streams and levels.
  cultural lag definition sociology: SOCIOLOGY: Foundation and Concepts ,
  cultural lag definition sociology: Developments in American Sociological Theory,
1915-1950 Roscoe C. Hinkle, 1994-07-01 This book presents a comprehensive, extended, and
systematic analysis of social theory as it developed between the two World Wars, a period during
which major transformation occurred. Centering on the continuities, on the one hand, and
discontinuities on the other, in substantive theory, it deals with the major ideas of Cooley, Ellwood,
Park, Thomas, Ogburn, Bernard, Chapin, Mead, Faris, Hankins, MacIver, Reuter, Lundberg, H. P.
Becker, Parsons, Znaniecki, Sorokin, and Blumer. Finally, the problematic relevancy of the past for
the present is directly confronted. The author examines how basic assumptions of theory in
particular periods have used relatively unique schema and generated considerable controversy.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Learn Sociology Edward Brent, Edward E. Brent, J. Scott
Lewis, 2013-02-20 Learn Sociology creates a new paradigm for student-centered learning in
introductory sociology courses. Written with 21st century students in mind, this text presents
introductory sociology content in a highly interactive format that is both easy to use and highly
compatible with digital applications. Drawing on best practices in educational pedagogy, Learn
Sociology emphasizes immersive learning, an approach that pairs critical analysis of sociological
concepts with examples from everyday life to engage students actively with the material. Weaved
through the text are recurring themes that put sociology into context, such as social structure, social
control, social inequality, the social construction of reality, scientific knowledge, and social change.
Learn Sociology optimizes learning through enhanced coverage, study, testing, and review while
emphasizing the applying that reinforces comprehension. Based on a modular concept format, each
chapter in Learn Sociology addresses a major concept in the introductory sociology curriculum.
Associated with each module are key learning objectives, preview statements, illustrations, and a
concept learning check assessment. With Learn Sociology, students have access to immediate
computer-based feedback on essay questions that helps them practice writing and revising, reason
critically, and grapple with real-world issues. All content in Learn Sociology is highly visual, current,
and easy to understand while avoiding distracting and off-topic material. Visual overviews play to
dynamic learning and underscore important points. The result is an introductory sociology
curriculum that is engaging, consistent, and complete while providing students with a roadmap for
learning, reviewing and self-assessment. Learn Sociology is a comprehensive and integrated print
and digital learning solution that transforms how students learn and instructors teach by bringing
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together authoritative and interactive content aligned to course objectives with adaptive study
planning and remediation and learning analytics reporting tools. Instructors and students can
customize the learning experience with: Navigate Learn Sociology Navigate Companion Website:
Learn Sociology Digital eBook options For more information on Navigate, visit www.jblnavigate.com.
About The Learn Series Learn Sociology is a publication of The Learn Series, a completely new
course curriculum solution from Jones & Bartlett Learning that aims to provide a fresh, integrated
print and digital program solution for general education survey courses. The Learn Series is
produced with today''s digitally native students in mind by re-envisioning the learning experience
and focusing not just on what students learn but also how students learn. The Learn Series is
characterized by authoritative and notable authors; visual, modular design; student-centered
pedagogy; and integrated formative and summative assessments that improve learning
outcomes--features that allow instructors to easily customize and personalize course curriculum. The
Learn Series provides the most interactive and advanced curriculum solution for today''s
student-centered learning environments by emphasizing the skills students need to thrive in the
21st-century knowledge-based economy. Find out more about The Learn Series at
www.thelearnseries.com. FEATURE OVERVIEW Authoritative Content Developed by Leading
Authors in the Field The Learn Series authors have been carefully selected based on their academic
background and passion for teaching. All of The Learn Series authors have made significant
contributions to their fields of study. Highly Visual Design and Layout The innovative text design
features an abundance of large graphics and visual presentation of topics to support and encourage
analysis and synthesis of critical concepts. Modular Content Structure Every textbook in The Learn
Series includes comprehensive coverage of the subject matter. Within each chapter, content is
presented in modular format making it easy to customize for a 4, 6, 8, or 12- week program. Multiple
Delivery Formats The Learn Series is designed for multi-modal delivery. All print and digital content
is available in any format. Institutions, faculty, and students can choose from versions in PDF,
Vitalsource(tm), Direct Digital(tm), Kindle(tm), or formatted for smartphones or tablet devices.
Never before has a program been so comprehensive and flexible. Digital Learning Objects
Throughout The Learn Series, digital learning objects have been carefully curated to give students
maximum immersion in the subject matter. Students have the ability to activate concepts and
assessments as well as view concept-specific video or animations to further support learning.
Integrated Assessments--Formative and Summative Throughout The Learn Series, formative
assessment opportunities abound to give students ample practice building competence against
learning objectives. Summative assessments, such as Concept Learning Checks, are also included at
the end of each topical section to ensure students have complete mastery of core concepts. Effective
Pedagogy for Every Learning Style Today''s students are more diverse than ever before and as a
result, one size rarely fits all. The Learn Series includes effective pedagogy for multiple learning
styles including visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Flexible Pricing Model-Complete Curriculum
Licensing Model The Learn Series is available by individual course, or as a complete series.
Institutions can choose a digital licensing model that ensures all students have multiple format
choices (print, digital, or hybrid) that suits their individual learning style. The digital licensing model
is significantly less than traditional print textbooks and can include a print option for students who
need print support. Appropriate for the introductory course in sociology. © 2014 | 772 pages
  cultural lag definition sociology: Key Concepts in Sociology Kenneth Roberts, 2008-09-26
Complementing the student's primary reading, Key Concepts in Sociology presents a comprehensive
glossary of the key terms, concepts and figures that dominate the sociological landscape. Organized
alphabetically and cross-referenced for ease of use and accessibility, the book also provides
suggestions for further reading to consolidate learning.
  cultural lag definition sociology: UGC NET Paper 2 _ Sociology Volume - 2 Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2024-03-02 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content



tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  cultural lag definition sociology: An Introduction To Educational Sociology Tawseef Ahmad
Parray, 2020-03-25 This book is a dedicated effort to bring in most lucid form the basic concepts of
educational sociology to the undergrad students of education and sociology. The subject-matter is
organized in such a way that each topic is thematically connected to the subsequent topics in order
to address the needs of the students. The content of the book conform to the specified syllabi of
several institutions and colleges. The content of the book is carefully edited and structured as such
that the presentation of the subject, the order of topics and the treatment is well-suited to the
targeted audience and it will serve more than ever an indispensable tool for students and teachers.
  cultural lag definition sociology: A Contemporary Introduction to Sociology Jeffrey
Alexander, Jeffrey C. Alexander, Kenneth Thompson, Laura Desfor Edles, Moshoula Capous-Desyllas,
2023-07-28 The influential authors significantly update their popular introductory text that invites
students to reflect on their lives in the context of the combustible leap from modern to postmodern
life. The authors show how culture is central to understanding many world problems as they
challenge readers to confront the problems and possibilities of an era in which the futures of the
physical and social environments seem uncertain. As culture rapidly changes in the 21st century, the
authors have successfully incorporated these nuances with many important updates on race and
racism, Black Lives Matter, the rise of populist politics, ISIS, new social media, feminist perspectives
on sex work, trans and non-gender conforming identities, and more. New to this edition: New data,
text box examples, photos, exercises, study questions, and glossary terms appear throughout. New
discussions added of arts-based and participatory approaches to research, historical changes in the
perception of deviance, legalization of marijuana; Islam vs. secularism in France, new forms of
socialization, heteronormative and essentialist language related to sex and gender, intersections of
social class and other identities, the prison industrial complex, informal sharing economies, atheism,
and more. New text boxes include: Young Saudis Find Freedom in their Phones; How One Stupid
Tweet Blew Up Justine Sacco’s Life; School-to-Prison Pipeline; India’s Reproductive Assembly Line;
Workers Feel Pain of Layoffs; Like Prohibition, the fight over guns is about something else; and
Micro-aggression and Changing Moral Cultures.
  cultural lag definition sociology: The Social Construction of Reality Peter L. Berger,
Thomas Luckmann, 1967-07-11 Called the fifth-most important sociological book of the 20th century
by the International Sociological Association, this groundbreaking study of knowledge introduces the
concept of social construction into the social sciences for the first time. In it, Berger and Luckmann
reformulate the task of the sociological subdicipline that, since Max Scheler, has been known as the
sociology of knowledge.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Studies in Sociology , 1940
  cultural lag definition sociology: Sociology and Scientism Robert C. Bannister, 2014-02-01
During the 1920s a new generation of American sociologists tried to make their discipline more
objective by adopting the methodology of the natural sciences. Robert Bannister provides the first
comprehensive account of the emergence of this objectivism within the matrix of the evolutionism of
Lester Ward and other founders of American sociology. Objectivism meant confining inquiry to the
observable externals of social behavior and quantifying the results. Although objectivism was a
marked departure from the theoretical and reformist sociology of the prewar years, and caused
often-fierce intergenerational struggle, sociological objectivism had roots deep in prewar sociology.
Objectivism first surfaced in the work of sociology's second generation, the most prominent
members of which completed their graduate work prior to World War I. It gradually took shape in
what may be termed realist and nominalist variants, the first represented by Luther Lee Bernard and
the second by William F. Ogburn and F. Stuart Chapin. For Bernard, a scientific sociology was
radical, prescribing absolute standards for social policy. For Ogburn and Chapin, it was essentially
statistical and advisory in the sense that experts would concern themselves exclusively with means
rather than ends. Although the objectivists differed among themselves, they together precipitated
battles within the American Sociological Society during the 1930s that challenged the monopoly of



the Chicago School, paving the way for the informal alliance of Parsonian theorists and a new
generation of quantifiers that dominated the profession throughout the 1950s. By shedding new light
on the careers of Ward and the other founders and by providing original accounts of the careers of
the leading objectivists, Bannister presents a unique look at the course of sociology before and after
World War I. He puts theory formation in an institutional, ideological, and biographical setting, and
thus offers an unparalleled look at the formation of a modern academic profession.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Introduction to Sociological Theory Michele Dillon,
2020-01-07 The revised third edition of the text that combines classical and contemporary theories
of sociological theory Thoroughly revised and updated, the third edition of an Introduction to
Sociological Theory offers an in-depth introduction to classical and contemporary theories, and
demonstrates their relevance to offer a clear understanding of a broad range of contemporary issues
and topics. As with the previous editions, the text continues to combine carefully selected primary
quotations from a broad range of theorists with extensive discussion and illustrative examples from a
diverse range of countries, helpful timelines of important and thematically relevant events,
biographical notes, contemporary topic boxes, analytical photos, and chapter glossaries. The text
addresses topics such as the persistence of economic and social inequality, Brexit, post-truth society,
same-sex marriage, digital surveillance and the on-demand gig economy. Written in an engaging
style, Introduction to Sociological Theory offers a comprehensive introduction to the pluralistic
breadth and wide-ranging applicability of sociological theory. This updated edition of the
authoritative text: Contains both classical and contemporary theories in a single text Builds on
excerpts from original theoretical writings with detailed discussion of the concepts and ideas under
review Includes new examples of current empirical topics such as Brexit, Donald Trump’s
presidency, China’s growing economic power, global warming, intersectionality, social media, and
much more Offers additional resources including a website that contains multiple choice and essay
questions, a thoroughly refreshed set of PowerPoint slides for each chapter with multimedia links to
content illustrative of sociological processes, a list of complementary primary readings, a quotation
bank, and other background materials Written for undergraduate courses in contemporary and
classical sociological theory, the third edition of an Introduction to Sociological Theory continues to
provide a comprehensive, in-depth, and empirically engaging, introduction to sociological theory.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Contemporary Introduction to Sociology Jeffrey C.
Alexander, Kenneth Thompson, Laura Desfor Edles, 2016-01-08 The first edition of A Contemporary
Introduction to Sociology was the first truly new introductory sociology textbook in decades. Written
by two leading sociologists at the cutting edge of theory and research, the text reflected the idioms
and interests of contemporary American life and global social issues. The second edition continues to
invite students to reflect upon their lives within the context of the combustible leap from modern to
postmodern life. The authors show how culture is central to understanding many world problems as
they challenge readers to confront the risks and potentialities of a postmodern era in which the
futures of both the physical and social environment seem uncertain. As culture rapidly changes in
the 21st century, the authors have broadened their analysis to cover developments in social media
and new data on gender and transgender issues.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Canadian Sociology Kanwar-Swenson, 1999-09
  cultural lag definition sociology: Introduction to Sociology Brij Mohan, 2022-06-28 This
textbook explores the emergence of sociology as a distinct social science. Focusing on the evolution
of social theories, movements and ideas through history, it analyses the dynamic relationship
between the individual and the larger social forces around them. This volume examines the definitive
aspects of societies, communities and social groups, and their intersections with culture, political
and economic movements and religious institutions. It establishes the connections between
sociology and other disciplines such as philosophy, history, political science, economics, psychology
and anthropology to explore the interdependence between different realms of social life. The
chapters in this book explain and highlight the significance of quantitative and qualitative methods
of research in understanding the dynamics of social life. Drawing from the works of classical social



theorists such as Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber, this
book traces the development of sociological perspectives and theories and their relevance in the
history of ideas. Lucid and comprehensive, this textbook will be useful for undergraduate and
postgraduate students of sociology, development studies, history of ideas, sociological thought,
social theory, research methods, political science and anthropology.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Sociology of Law as the Science of Norms Håkan Hydén,
2021-12-28 This book proposes the study of norms as a method of explaining human choice and
behaviour by introducing a new scientific perspective. The science of norms may here be broadly
understood as a social science which includes elements from both the behavioural and legal
sciences. It is given that a science of norms is not normative in the sense of prescribing what is right
or wrong in various situations. Compared with legal science, sociology of law has an interest in the
operational side of legal rules and regulation. This book develops a synthesizing social science
approach to better understand societal development in the wake of the increasingly significant
digital technology. The underlying idea is that norms as expectations today are not primarily related
to social expectations emanating from human interactions but come from systems that mankind has
created for fulfilling its needs. Today the economy, via the market, and technology via digitization,
generate stronger and more frequent expectations than the social system. By expanding the
sociological understanding of norms, the book makes comparisons between different parts of society
possible and creates a more holistic understanding of contemporary society. The book will be of
interest to academics and researchers in the areas of sociology of law, legal theory, philosophy of
law, sociology and social psychology.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Classical Sociological Theory George Ritzer, Jeffrey
Stepnisky, 2016-12-27 Now with SAGE Publishing, and co-authored by one of the foremost
authorities on sociological theory, George Ritzer and Jeffrey Stepnisky’s Classical Sociological
Theory, Seventh Edition, provides a comprehensive overview of the major theorists and schools of
sociological thought from the Enlightenment roots of theory through the early 20th century. The
integration of key theories with biographical sketches of theorists and the requisite historical and
intellectual context helps students to better understand the original works of classical authors as
well as to compare and contrast classical theories. New to this Edition · In Ch. 1, Colonialism is now
discussed as a major social force in development of modern society. · In Ch. 2, there is an expanded
discussion of the historical significance of Early Women Founders and the contributions of W.E.B.
Du Bois. · The chapter on Du Bois (Ch. 9) includes new material about his intellectual influences. ·
New contemporary commentary about Durkheim has been added to Ch. 7. · Ch. 9 includes new
material from recently translated later writings of George Simmel, providing new context for his
overall theory. · Addition of Historical Context boxes throughout text. · Sections on contemporary
applications of classical theory have been added to each chapter.
  cultural lag definition sociology: Sociological Theory Walter Wallace, 2017-07-12 In this
fundamental contribution to the study and application of sociological theory, Wallace examines a
wide range of theories within a framework that clarifies their interrelationships and illustrates their
implications for empirical research. Wallace is able to point out the symbiotic relationships among
these theories which, at first, may appear to be in direct opposition--or at least discord. Sociological
Theory begins with an original essay by the editor that introduces the reader to eleven general
theoretical viewpoints. He calls these ecologism, demographism, materialism, psychologism,
technologism, functional structuralism, exchange structuralism, conflict structuralism, symbolic
interactionism, social actionism, and functional imperativism. To do this, Wallace assembles selected
readings by major theorists that provide detailed examples of each of the theoretical viewpoints
discussed. The selections are keyed to the framework developed in the Introduction, so as to enable
the reader to work back and forth between the general and the particular statements. Offering far
more than a mere survey or an abstract critical analysis, In this way, Sociological Theory provides a
learning matrix that facilitates comprehension and enables the reader systematically to expand his
knowledge of sociological theory. In developing his analytical framework, Wallace points out how



these different types of theory complement rather than conflict with one another. Through this
approach, he is able to show the distinctive level and scope of analysis of each theory to demonstrate
why the sociologist must draw upon and integrate several viewpoints for interpreting research
results and formulating hypotheses. A useful guide and reference work for researchers and teachers,
the book is an excellent basic or supplementary text for all theory courses. As Robert K. Merton
noted at the time of the original publication, Sociological Theory is a bea
  cultural lag definition sociology: Society in Focus William E. Thompson, Joseph V. Hickey,
Mica L. Thompson, 2018-11-13 Society in Focus: An Introduction to Sociology, Ninth
Edition,emphasizes how society and socialforces affect everything from globalizationand
international policies to day-to-dayactivities in our personal lives. In thisedition, the authors go
beyond the merequestioning of issues to take a closer lookat the social world in which we live.
Theyprovide an integrated approach that usessociological thinking to help studentsanalyze and
understand key concepts. Tofocus increased attention on sociologicalthinking and research methods,
theyhave chosen four key themes: media andtechnology, globalization, cultural diversity,and trends
for the future. Because sociologyis about all of us and our daily lives, it is aneminently practical and
useful discipline forunderstanding our social world. This Ninth Edition Includes: • specific student
outcomes for each chapter as well as assessment items linked to those outcomes • new
chapter-opening vignettes that give real-life examples illustrating important terms, concepts, and
theories included in that chapter • updated data, statistics, maps, charts, boxes, and tables citing
the latest research available • examples of the powerful impact of media and technology on society,
especially the role social media play in helping to shape and define our daily social lives • new
photos and cartoons accompanied by critical-thinking questions that reinforce and illustrate
important sociological terms, concepts, and theories
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