
cultural capital in education
cultural capital in education plays a significant role in shaping students’
academic success and social mobility. This concept, rooted in sociological
theory, refers to the non-financial social assets that influence an
individual’s educational achievements, such as language skills, cultural
knowledge, and behaviors valued by educational institutions. Understanding
cultural capital in education helps educators and policymakers recognize the
disparities caused by unequal access to cultural resources. It also provides
insight into how schools can either reproduce or challenge social
inequalities. This article explores the definition and types of cultural
capital, its impact on educational outcomes, and strategies to address
cultural capital disparities. The discussion also covers the role of
teachers, families, and communities in fostering cultural capital for all
students.

Definition and Types of Cultural Capital

The Impact of Cultural Capital on Educational Outcomes

Strategies to Address Cultural Capital Disparities in Education

The Role of Teachers, Families, and Communities

Definition and Types of Cultural Capital
Cultural capital in education is a concept introduced by sociologist Pierre
Bourdieu, referring to the collection of symbolic elements such as skills,
tastes, posture, clothing, material belongings, credentials, and cultural
knowledge that one acquires through being part of a particular social group.
This capital enables individuals to navigate and succeed within educational
and social institutions.

Types of Cultural Capital
Cultural capital is commonly classified into three main types, each playing a
unique role in education:

Embodied Cultural Capital: This includes long-lasting dispositions of
the mind and body, such as language proficiency, cultural awareness, and
intellectual skills acquired through socialization and education.

Objectified Cultural Capital: Tangible cultural goods such as books,
instruments, artworks, and technology that can be owned and transferred.



Institutionalized Cultural Capital: Institutional recognition of
cultural competencies, primarily through academic credentials, degrees,
and certifications.

Recognizing these forms helps educators understand how students’ backgrounds
influence their engagement and success in the educational system.

The Impact of Cultural Capital on Educational
Outcomes
Cultural capital in education significantly affects students' academic
performance, participation, and long-term educational trajectories. Students
from families with high cultural capital benefit from early exposure to
language-rich environments, cultural experiences, and academic support, which
often translates into better school readiness and achievement.

Academic Achievement and Social Reproduction
Research shows that cultural capital contributes to the reproduction of
social inequalities within educational systems. Schools often value and
reward the cultural knowledge and behaviors typical of dominant social
groups, which can disadvantage students from less privileged backgrounds.
This dynamic perpetuates gaps in academic achievement and access to higher
education.

Classroom Participation and Engagement
Students possessing relevant cultural capital tend to participate more
actively in classroom discussions and activities. They are more familiar with
the implicit rules and expectations of the school environment, which enhances
their confidence and sense of belonging. Conversely, a lack of cultural
capital can lead to disengagement and lower self-esteem.

Strategies to Address Cultural Capital
Disparities in Education
Addressing disparities in cultural capital is essential for creating
equitable educational opportunities. Schools and educators can implement
strategies to bridge the gap and support all students in acquiring the
cultural resources necessary for success.



Curriculum Design and Inclusive Pedagogy
Incorporating diverse cultural perspectives and knowledge into the curriculum
allows students from various backgrounds to see their experiences reflected
and valued. Inclusive pedagogy emphasizes culturally responsive teaching
practices that validate and build upon students' existing cultural capital.

Extracurricular Activities and Enrichment Programs
Providing access to arts, music, language clubs, and field trips can enhance
students’ cultural capital by exposing them to new experiences and knowledge.
These opportunities help develop embodied and objectified cultural capital
that may not be available in all home environments.

Family and Community Engagement
Encouraging collaboration between schools, families, and communities fosters
a supportive network that values diverse cultural assets. Schools can
facilitate workshops, cultural events, and communication channels that
recognize and incorporate the cultural backgrounds of students and their
families.

Teacher Training and Professional Development
Educators equipped with knowledge about cultural capital and its impact are
better prepared to identify and address inequities. Professional development
programs can train teachers in culturally responsive methodologies and
strategies to support students with varying cultural resources.

The Role of Teachers, Families, and Communities
The development and deployment of cultural capital in education depend
heavily on the collaboration among teachers, families, and communities. Each
stakeholder plays a crucial role in nurturing and transmitting cultural
resources that facilitate academic success.

Teachers as Cultural Mediators
Teachers serve as mediators who can bridge the gap between students' home
cultures and the school culture. By recognizing diverse cultural backgrounds
and adapting instruction accordingly, teachers can help students access and
develop the cultural capital valued by educational institutions.



Family Influence on Cultural Capital
Families contribute significantly to a child’s cultural capital through
language use, educational expectations, cultural practices, and support for
learning. Parental involvement in education and access to cultural
experiences at home can profoundly influence students’ academic outcomes.

Community Resources and Support
Communities provide important cultural assets such as libraries, museums,
cultural centers, and local traditions that enrich students’ cultural
capital. Partnerships between schools and community organizations can create
opportunities for experiential learning and cultural engagement.

Collaborative Efforts to Enhance Equity
Effective educational strategies involve collaboration between teachers,
families, and communities, ensuring that cultural capital is recognized,
respected, and expanded. This collective effort promotes inclusive
educational environments and supports equitable outcomes for all students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cultural capital in education?
Cultural capital in education refers to the non-financial social assets, such
as knowledge, skills, education, and cultural competencies, that students
possess and which can influence their academic success and social mobility.

How does cultural capital affect student
achievement?
Students with higher cultural capital often have access to resources,
behaviors, and attitudes valued by the education system, which can lead to
better academic performance and greater opportunities.

Who introduced the concept of cultural capital?
The concept of cultural capital was introduced by sociologist Pierre Bourdieu
to explain how social inequalities are perpetuated through education and
cultural knowledge.



Can schools help students develop cultural capital?
Yes, schools can help by exposing students to diverse cultural experiences,
teaching critical thinking, and encouraging participation in extracurricular
activities that build cultural knowledge and social skills.

What role does family background play in cultural
capital?
Family background significantly influences cultural capital as families
transmit cultural knowledge, language skills, and social norms that align
with educational expectations.

How does cultural capital relate to social
inequality in education?
Cultural capital often reinforces social inequality because students from
privileged backgrounds typically have greater access to valued cultural
resources, leading to disparities in educational outcomes.

What are examples of cultural capital in educational
settings?
Examples include familiarity with academic language, exposure to literature
and art, participation in cultural events, and understanding of social
etiquette valued in schools.

How can educators address disparities in cultural
capital among students?
Educators can create inclusive curricula, provide diverse cultural
experiences, recognize different forms of knowledge, and support students in
developing skills that align with academic expectations.

Is cultural capital fixed or can it be developed
over time?
Cultural capital is not fixed; it can be developed through education, social
interactions, and exposure to new cultural experiences, enabling students to
acquire the skills and knowledge valued by society and schools.

Additional Resources
1. Cultural Capital and Educational Achievement
This book explores the concept of cultural capital and its impact on
students' success in education. It delves into how different forms of



cultural knowledge, skills, and dispositions influence academic achievement.
The author discusses the ways schools can recognize and value diverse
cultural backgrounds to promote equity.

2. The Forms of Capital
Pierre Bourdieu’s seminal work introduces the concept of cultural capital
alongside social and economic capital. The book provides a theoretical
framework for understanding how cultural assets affect social mobility and
educational outcomes. It remains foundational for studies in sociology and
education.

3. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste
Another classic by Bourdieu, this book examines how tastes and preferences
are markers of social class and cultural capital. It reveals how cultural
consumption patterns reproduce social inequalities, including in educational
contexts. The work is essential for understanding the subtle ways cultural
capital operates.

4. Education and Cultural Capital: The Case for a New Left Politics
This text argues for rethinking cultural capital within education from a
political perspective. It critiques existing educational policies that
overlook cultural inequalities and proposes strategies for more inclusive
practices. The book emphasizes the role of education in social justice.

5. Language, Culture, and Education: The Politics of Cultural Capital
Focusing on language as a key component of cultural capital, this book
discusses how linguistic abilities affect educational access and success. It
highlights issues faced by bilingual and minority language students in
schools. The author advocates for pedagogical approaches that validate
diverse linguistic backgrounds.

6. Cultural Capital in Educational Research: A Critical Review
This collection reviews the application of cultural capital theory in
contemporary educational research. It critiques methodological challenges and
suggests new directions for empirical studies. The book is valuable for
researchers aiming to deepen their understanding of cultural capital’s role
in schooling.

7. The Impact of Cultural Capital on Student Learning
This work presents empirical studies linking students’ cultural capital to
their learning processes and outcomes. It examines factors such as family
background, extracurricular activities, and cultural knowledge. The findings
underscore the need for schools to engage with students’ cultural resources.

8. Reproducing Inequality: Cultural Capital and Schooling
The book investigates how schools contribute to the reproduction of social
inequalities through cultural capital mechanisms. It analyzes curriculum
design, teacher expectations, and assessment practices. The author calls for
reforms to disrupt these patterns and foster equitable education.

9. Cultural Capital and Social Class: Educational Implications



This book discusses the intersections of cultural capital and social class
within educational settings. It explores how class-based cultural resources
affect students’ academic trajectories and identities. The text offers policy
recommendations to bridge cultural divides in education.
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capital as a theoretical or analytical tool in educational research remain many different definitions,
misconceptions, and appropriations of the concept. Cultural capital--the cultural relevent knowledge,
competencies, skills, or abilities valued in a particular context--acts as a form of social currency in
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[students] to the best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an appreciation of
human creativity and achievement'. They are now considering, 'the extent to which schools are
equipping pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.' But what does
this term mean? And how are schools to respond to this? In this densely argued and wide-ranging
text, Phil Beadle answers those questions and many more by using the work of Pierre Bourdieu to
prompt a discussion of how we improve the provision of cultural capital in our schools. Where does
the best that has been thought and said come from? Why is the government importing the
unexamined language of the private school into the state sector? What is the real purpose behind
character education? Does sport, as is reputed, teach resilience, and why would anyone think it was
appropriate to teach children a quality they already have? Is cultural capital just ruling class
culture? Chiefly, does using a term originated by a French intellectual and radical sociologist to
instate the culture of the rich as being superior prove anything other more than a complete absence
of thought, or have they accidentally given us a radical tool to change education for the better?
  cultural capital in education: Education, Migration, and Cultural Capital in the Chinese
Diaspora ,
  cultural capital in education: Bourdieu and Education Diane Reay, 2020-04-28 Specially
selected by Diane Reay, this is a collection of innovative and thought-provoking recently published
papers that 'use' Bourdieu to put theory into practice in order to understand and analyse educational
problems. Bourdieu's work is renowned for its focus on inequalities and its centering of social
justice. The contributions utilise a wide range of diverse concepts in Bourdieu's theoretical 'tool-kit',
and address educational inequalities across different aspects of the educational system – from
higher education and parental choice of schooling, to teachers' professional development and the PE
classroom. Illuminating key aspects of Bourdieu's scholarship, they reveal how good Bourdieu is 'for
thinking with’; illustrate the merits of reflexivity, the move beyond binary ways of reading the social
world; and demonstrate the significance of power in any analysis of education. The chapters in this
book were all originally published as articles in Taylor and Francis journals.
  cultural capital in education: Contemporary Perspectives on Social Capital in Educational
Contexts RoSusan D. Bartee, Phillis George, 2019-05-01 The currency of social capital serves as an
important function given the capacity to generate external access (getting to) and internal
accountability (getting through) for individuals and institutions alike. Pierre Bourdieu (1986) defines
social capital as “the aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are linked to possession of
a durable network of more or less institutionalized relationships of mutual acquaintance and
recognition or in other words, to membership in a group” (p. 251). Social capital contains embedded
resources as a tool for manifesting opportunities and options among individuals and groups.
Inevitably, the aforementioned opportunities and options become reflective of the depth and breadth
of access and accountability experienced by the individual and institution. As educational
stakeholders, we must consistently challenge ourselves with the question, “How do K-12 schools and
colleges and universities accomplish shared, egalitarian goals of achieving access and
accountability?” Such goals become fundamental toward ensuring students matriculating through
K-12 and higher education, irrespective of background, are provided the caliber of education and
schooling experience to prepare them for economic mobility and social stability. To that end, the
volume, Contemporary Perspectives on Social Capital in Educational Contexts (2019), as part of the
book series, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational Contexts, offers a unique
opportunity to explore social capital as a currency conduit for creating external access and internal
accountability for K-12 and higher education. The commonalities of social capital emerging within
the 12 chapters of the volume include the following: 1) Social Capital as Human Connectedness; 2)
Social Capital as Strategic Advocacy; 3) Social Capital as Intentional Engagement; and 4) Social
Capital as Culturally-Responsive Leadership. Thus, it becomes important for institutions of education
(i.e. secondary, postsecondary, continuing) and individuals to assume efforts with intentionality and
deliberateness to promote access and accountability.
  cultural capital in education: Cultural Capital and Black Education V.P. Franklin, 2004-12-01



A discussion of the contributions made by African Americans to public and private black schools in
the USA in the 19th and 20th centuries. It suggests that cultural capital from African American
communities may be important for closing the gap in the funding of black schools in the 21st
century.
  cultural capital in education: Schools and Society Jeanne H. Ballantine, Joan Z. Spade, 2008
Presents the most recent theories, research, terms, concepts, ideas, and histories on educational
leadership and school administration as taught in preparation programs and practiced in schools
and colleges today.
  cultural capital in education: Cultural Capital and Parental Involvement Siu-hang Kong,
2023-01-12 This book uses Pierre Bourdieu’s cultural capital model as a theoretical framework for
exploring how students in Beijing and Hong Kong perceive parental influences—their parents’
cultural capital and support—on their participation in musical activities. By studying students’
perceptions of their parents’ cultural capital and support for their musical activities, this book
revisits the applicability of Bourdieu’s cultural capital model in the contemporary Chinese context
and reveals how inequality in terms of parental cultural capital governs parents’ support and
influences the intergenerational transmission of cultural capital, which in turn contributes to
inequality in terms of students’ cultural capital.
  cultural capital in education: Contemporary Perspective on Capital in Educational Contexts
RoSusan D. Bartee, 2010-08-01 The edited volume, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in
Educational Contexts, is timely in its unique and appropriate analyses of the prevailing internal and
external dynamics of capital as indicative of the type of currency within institutional structures or
the currency among individual stakeholders of education. The intersection of capital and currency
emerges similarly and differently within the American compulsory-based system of K-12 and the
choice-based system of higher education. More specifically, Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in
Educational Contexts disentangles the broader challenges and opportunities of the institution of
education and the individuals who comprise. Emerging insights from the analyses provide an
informed basis for ascertaining the rules of engagement and means of negotiation for the respective
constituencies. With that said, this volume essentially responds to three important questions: 1)
What are the tenets of capital and currency in public schools and higher education?; 2 ) How do
institutions and individuals navigate those tenets?; and 3) What general and specific implications do
capital hold for the educational pipeline and beyond? These questions provide a useful framework
for engaging critical conversations about the dynamics of capital while offering perspectives about
how to improve the quality of currency in K-12 or colleges and universities. These questions further
serve as a basis for eliciting more questions toward the consideration capital as both a conceptual
construct and applicable model. Contemporary Perspectives on Capital in Educational Contexts, too,
is an expansion of the work of School matters: Why African American students need multiple forms
of capital, where Bartee & Brown (2006) examines how the acquisition and possession of capital
equips African American students in a highperforming, high-achieving magnet school in Chicago for
competitiveness in school-generated and non-school generated activities. Success experienced by
the students and the school become associated with the academic rigor and reputation while any
shortcomings reflect an inadequate capacity of the school or the student to appropriately engage the
other. School matters: Why African American students need multiple forms of capital (2006) further
introduces an initial exploration of different forms of capital as producer (improve the status quo
through inputs), consumer (participant based upon outputs), and regulator (maintain the status quo
through the process) within the educational system. The multifaceted role of capital demonstrates its
span of influence for institutional and individual capacities.
  cultural capital in education: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and Research John C.
Smart, 2009-04-24 Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series provides a compendium of
thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of interest to the higher
education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a comprehensive review of
research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research literature in terms of its conceptual and



methodological rigor, and sets forth an agenda for future research intended to advance knowledge
on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on twelve general areas that encompass the salient
dimensions of scholarly and policy inquiries undertaken in the international higher education
community. The series is fortunate to have attracted annual contributions from distinguished
scholars throughout the world.
  cultural capital in education: Childhood and Education in the United States and Russia
Katerina Bodovski, 2019-07-29 This book considers the place of education in childhood, and provides
a cross-country and cross-cultural perspective on the importance of education in childhood -
comparing experiences in the US and Russia. It conceptualizes the discussion in sociological theory,
particularly theories pertaining to the sociology of education.
  cultural capital in education: School Matters RoSusan D. Bartee, M. Christopher Brown, 2007
There are four types of capital: economic, human, cultural, and social. The distribution of capital in
home and school settings affects the types of educational outcomes and the quality of lifelong
opportunities that individuals are able to enjoy. Resource availability and accessibility influence the
success levels at which teaching and learning is experienced. Capital possession or acquisition
impacts the ability to navigate the academic pipeline and to recognize the appropriate tools by which
to do so. Minimal attempts have been taken to address different perspectives related to economic,
human, cultural, and social capital. This book identifies the various tenets of capital as having
shared similarities and/or differences, as well as reveals how the distribution of capital impacts
educational settings. More specifically, this book reveals that given the increases in the parental
education or the cultural capital of African Americans, no significant changes have occurred in the
number of years that African-American children attend schools. This finding remains consistent in
terms of the sort of cultural capital that they are able to gain. In sum, the research concludes that
cultural capital does assume a significant role in the transfer of advantages that stem from middle-
and upper-level socioeconomic backgrounds.
  cultural capital in education: Family Cultural Capital and Student Achievement Cheng Yong
Tan, 2020-04-09 This book focuses on the relationship between cultural capital and student
achievement. It fills the gap in the literature on large-scale quantitative studies of the effects of
cultural capital. In particular, the review of empirical evidence presented, especially that from
studies analyzing large-scale, international data from the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA), makes a substantial contribution to the literature. This review addresses the
knowledge gap on reviews investigating the effects of different forms of cultural capital on student
achievement as compared to the more established evidence base in the related field of
socioeconomic status.
  cultural capital in education: Education and Sociology David Levinson, Peter Cookson, Alan
Sadovnik, 2014-01-21 First Published in 2002. This single-volume reference provides readers and
researchers with access to details on a wide range of topics and issues in the sociology of education.
Entries cover both national and international perspectives and studies, as well as tackling
controversial points in education today, including gender inequality, globalization, minorities,
meritocracy, and more. This is a key, one-of-a-kind resource for all educational researchers and
educators.
  cultural capital in education: Human Capital Or Cultural Capital? George Farkas, This
study seeks to reorient our understanding of the early educational determinants of social
stratification outcomes. It focuses on the process and consequences of unequal cognitive skill
attainment for ethnic and poverty groups within our nation's cities. It draws, theoretically, on the
notion that experiences at home and school create a feedback loop by which the cultural capital of
the students (their toolkit of skills, habits, and styles with which they construct strategies of action)
evolves over time and largely determines differential success in mastering the teacher-assigned
homework.
  cultural capital in education: Educational Research: the Educationalization of Social
Problems Paul Smeyers, 2009-04-14 Pushing ‘social’ responsibilities on schools is a process that has



been underway for a long time. This phenomenon has been studied more in Europe than in North
America and the U.K. and has been labelled Pädagogisierung. The editors have chosen to use
‘Educationalization’ to identify the overall orientation or trend toward thinking about education as
the focal point for addressing or solving larger human problems. The term describes these
phenomena as a sub-process of the ‘modernization’ of society, but it also has negative connotations,
such as increased dependence, patronization, and pampering. In this book distinguished
philosophers and historians of education focus on ‘educationalization’ to expand its meaning through
an engagement with educational theory. Topics discussed are the family and the child, the ‘learning
society’, citizenship education, widening participation in higher education, progressive education,
and schooling movements such as No Child Left Behind. ‘Smeyers’ and Depaepe's book offers great
insights into one of the most ambivalent phenomena of today's educational world and especially
educational policy. The contributions assembled represent perspectives of some of the most
respected scholars in the field. Their manifold critiques of the educationalization of social problems
are rather convincing. Our time is definitely ripe for such analysis!’ Roland Reichenbach, Center for
Educational Studies, University of Basel, Switzerland ‘This is a challenging, critical and analytical
treatment of the tendency of contemporary administrations to overburden educational institutions
with the expectation that they will provide the solutions to an increasingly diverse range of social
and economic problems. It brings together the theoretical resources of a distinguished international
group of philosophers and historians of education and deserves the carefulattention of educational
policy makers, practitioners and researchers alike.’ David Bridges, Von Hügel Institute, St Edmund’s
College, Cambridge, England This publication is realized by the Research Community
(FWO-Vlaanderen / Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium) Philosophy and History of the
Discipline of Education: Evaluation and Evolution of the Criteria for Educational Research. Also
realized by the Research Community are Educational Research: Why ‘What Works’ Doesn’t Work
(2006) and Educational Research: Networks and Technologies (2007).
  cultural capital in education: Encyclopedia of Educational Leadership and
Administration Fenwick W. English, 2006-02-16 To read some sample entries, or to view the
Readers Guide click on Sample Chapters/Additional Materials in the left column under About This
Book The Encyclopedia of Educational Leadership and Administration presents the most recent
theories, research, terms, concepts, ideas, and histories on educational leadership and school
administration as taught in preparation programs and practiced in schools and colleges today. With
more than 600 entries, written by more than 200 professors, graduate students, practitioners, and
association officials, the two volumes of this encyclopedia represent the most comprehensive
knowledge base of educational leadership and school administration that has, as yet, been compiled.
Key Features Represents a knowledge dynamic of the field by presenting ideas and perspectives that
are in the minds, hearts, and aspirations of those practicing in the profession Includes a wide range
of topics covering teaching and learning, curriculum, psychology and motivation, budgeting and
finance, law, statistics, research, personnel management, planning, supervision, and much more
Contains more than 75 biographical sketches of people whose ideas, aspirations, and lives have
contributed much to the profession Animates the reader′s thinking and defines possibilities by
presenting terms, ideas, concepts, research, and theories that are circulating in the field The
Encyclopedia of Educational Leadership and Administration is a must-have reference for all
academic libraries as well as a welcome addition to any leadership in education collection.
  cultural capital in education: Impacts of Cultural Capital on Student College Choice in China
Lan Gao, 2011-08-16 Educational researchers have long been concerned about the factors that
influence the patterns of attendance in higher education and the extent to which higher education
has been accessible to all students regardless of their socioeconomic status. Extensive research has
indicated that a variety of class-related factors, such as cultural capital, social capital, and economic
capital, exert remarkable impacts on the amount and type of education that one receives. Drawing
on cultural capital theory, this study aims at analyzing how students' college choice process varies
by social class in China. By exploring different cultural and financial factors that influence different



stages of students' college choice process, this study hopes to contribute to identifying the most
appropriate policies and practices for raising the representation of students from the lowest social
class among college participants.
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