cultural leveling definition sociology

cultural leveling definition sociology refers to the process by which different cultures
become more similar to one another due to increased interaction and exchange. This
sociological concept explores how globalization, communication technologies, and
migration contribute to the reduction of cultural differences among societies. Cultural
leveling can lead to the homogenization of cultural traits, values, and practices, which
affects social structures and identities worldwide. Understanding cultural leveling is
essential for analyzing the dynamics of cultural change and the implications for diversity
and social cohesion. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the cultural leveling
definition in sociology, its causes, effects, and examples. It also differentiates cultural
leveling from related concepts such as cultural diffusion and cultural assimilation. The
discussion concludes with an examination of the debates surrounding the impact of cultural
leveling on society.
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Understanding Cultural Leveling in Sociology

Cultural leveling in sociology is the process through which distinct cultures become
increasingly similar due to continuous and direct contact. This phenomenon involves the
reduction or elimination of cultural differences as societies exchange ideas, technologies,
customs, and social institutions. It is an important concept in sociological studies because it
highlights the changing nature of cultural identities in an interconnected world. Sociologists
analyze cultural leveling to understand how globalization and modernization reshape
cultural landscapes and influence social behaviors. The concept emphasizes the interaction
between cultural groups and the resulting convergence of cultural traits.

Definition and Scope

The cultural leveling definition in sociology encompasses the idea that cultural distinctions
diminish over time when cultures come into contact. This process is not limited to one
particular aspect of culture but can affect language, religion, fashion, food habits, norms,
and values. Cultural leveling is often seen as a consequence of increased communication,



trade, travel, and media exposure, which facilitate the sharing and blending of cultural
elements. It is crucial to understand that cultural leveling does not necessarily imply total
cultural uniformity but rather a significant reduction in cultural diversity.

Causes of Cultural Leveling

Several factors contribute to the process of cultural leveling, driven primarily by
advancements in technology and globalization. The causes are multifaceted and
interrelated, making cultural leveling a complex sociological phenomenon. Understanding
these causes provides insight into why and how cultures converge in a global context.

Globalization and Economic Integration

Globalization is one of the primary drivers of cultural leveling. As economies become
interdependent through international trade and investment, cultural exchanges intensify.
Multinational corporations, global media, and international tourism contribute to spreading
cultural products and lifestyles across borders. This economic integration often leads to
standardized consumer goods and cultural expressions worldwide.

Advancements in Communication Technology

Modern communication technologies, including the internet, social media, and satellite
television, facilitate instantaneous sharing of information and cultural content. These
technologies enable people from diverse backgrounds to access similar cultural
experiences, from music and movies to fashion trends and social ideas. As a result, cultural
leveling accelerates through the diffusion of global popular culture.

Migration and Urbanization

Migration and urbanization also play critical roles in cultural leveling. When people move
from rural to urban areas or across countries, they bring their cultural practices with them
while simultaneously adopting new ones. Urban centers often become melting pots where
diverse cultures interact, leading to a blending and sometimes loss of distinct cultural traits.

Effects of Cultural Leveling

The process of cultural leveling has profound social and cultural effects. These effects can
be both positive and negative, influencing cultural identity, social cohesion, and diversity.
Sociologists study these outcomes to understand the broader consequences of cultural
leveling on societies around the world.



Homogenization of Cultures

One significant effect of cultural leveling is the homogenization of cultures. As cultural traits
merge, unique traditions and customs may fade or disappear, leading to a more uniform
global culture. This homogenization impacts languages, clothing, food, and social
behaviors, often favoring dominant cultures over minority ones.

Loss of Cultural Diversity

Cultural leveling can diminish cultural diversity, which is a critical component of human
heritage. The loss of distinctive cultural practices and knowledge threatens the richness of
global cultural expression. This reduction in diversity may undermine the resilience of
societies and limit creative and social innovation linked to cultural differences.

Increased Cultural Exchange and Innovation

On the positive side, cultural leveling facilitates increased cultural exchange and
innovation. Shared cultural elements can promote understanding and cooperation between
different groups, fostering social cohesion. The blending of cultures can lead to new cultural
forms, artistic expressions, and social practices that enrich global culture.

Examples of Cultural Leveling in the Modern
World

Numerous examples illustrate cultural leveling in contemporary society, highlighting its
pervasive influence in various domains. These examples provide concrete evidence of how
cultural leveling operates in real-world contexts.

Global Fast Food Chains

Global fast food chains like McDonald's and Starbucks serve as prominent examples of
cultural leveling. These brands have spread worldwide, introducing similar food and dining
experiences irrespective of local cultural contexts. This widespread presence contributes to
the standardization of eating habits and culinary preferences across different countries.

Popular Music and Entertainment

The global popularity of music genres such as pop, hip-hop, and electronic dance music
exemplifies cultural leveling. International artists reach audiences worldwide through digital
platforms, influencing local music scenes and youth culture. This global entertainment
culture often overshadows indigenous music traditions.



Fashion and Clothing Trends

Fashion trends are another area where cultural leveling is evident. Global fashion brands
and media promote particular styles that become widely adopted, reducing the prevalence
of traditional attire. The convergence of clothing preferences reflects the broader cultural
shifts brought about by global connectivity.

Distinguishing Cultural Leveling from Related
Concepts

While cultural leveling shares similarities with other sociological concepts, it is important to
distinguish it to avoid conceptual confusion. Understanding these differences clarifies the
specific implications of cultural leveling within cultural studies.

Cultural Diffusion

Cultural diffusion refers to the spread of cultural elements from one society to another.
Unlike cultural leveling, diffusion does not necessarily imply a reduction in cultural
differences or homogenization. Instead, it focuses on the transmission and adoption of
cultural traits without the loss of distinctiveness.

Cultural Assimilation

Cultural assimilation involves the process by which individuals or groups adopt the
dominant culture, often losing their original cultural identity. Cultural leveling, in contrast,
emphasizes the mutual exchange and convergence of cultures rather than one-sided
absorption. Assimilation is generally a more specific and individual-level process.

Debates and Implications of Cultural Leveling

Cultural leveling raises important debates about its impact on societies and cultural
identities. Scholars and policymakers consider these implications when addressing
globalization and cultural preservation.

Concerns About Cultural Imperialism

One debate centers on cultural imperialism, where dominant cultures impose their values
and practices on less powerful societies. Critics argue that cultural leveling can perpetuate
inequality by marginalizing indigenous and minority cultures in favor of global hegemonies.



Balancing Globalization and Cultural Preservation

Another discussion emphasizes the need to balance globalization’s benefits with efforts to
preserve cultural diversity. Strategies include promoting multicultural education, supporting
indigenous languages, and protecting cultural heritage sites to maintain cultural
uniqueness within a leveling world.

Future Directions in Sociological Research

Sociological research continues to explore the long-term effects of cultural leveling,
considering technological advancements and shifting geopolitical dynamics. Future studies
aim to understand how societies can navigate cultural change while fostering inclusive and
diverse cultural environments.
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What is the definition of cultural leveling in sociology?

Cultural leveling in sociology refers to the process by which different cultures become more
similar to each other, often through increased interaction, communication, and exchange of
ideas and goods.

How does cultural leveling occur in societies?

Cultural leveling occurs through mechanisms such as globalization, technological
advancements, mass media, travel, and trade, which facilitate the exchange of cultural
traits and diminish cultural differences.

What are some examples of cultural leveling?

Examples include the widespread adoption of Western clothing styles, global fast-food
chains like McDonald's, and the use of English as a global lingua franca, which contribute to
cultural similarities worldwide.

What impact does cultural leveling have on traditional
cultures?

Cultural leveling can lead to the erosion or loss of traditional customs, languages, and
practices as dominant cultural traits spread and replace local ones, sometimes resulting in
cultural homogenization.

Is cultural leveling always negative in sociology?

Not necessarily; while cultural leveling can lead to loss of cultural diversity, it also promotes
greater understanding, cooperation, and integration among different cultural groups.

How is cultural leveling different from cultural
diffusion?
Cultural diffusion is the spread of cultural elements from one society to another, whereas

cultural leveling specifically refers to the process that reduces cultural differences and
makes cultures more alike.

What role does technology play in cultural leveling?

Technology, especially the internet and mass media, accelerates cultural leveling by
enabling rapid and widespread sharing of cultural products, ideas, and values across the
globe.

Can cultural leveling contribute to cultural
globalization?

Yes, cultural leveling is a key aspect of cultural globalization, as it involves the blending and
merging of cultural traits that create a more interconnected and culturally similar world



society.

Additional Resources

1. Cultural Leveling: Understanding Social Change in a Globalized World

This book explores the concept of cultural leveling in the context of globalization,
examining how diverse cultures influence each other and gradually become more similar. It
delves into sociological theories that explain the mechanisms behind cultural
homogenization and the consequences for identity and social structures. Case studies
highlight the balance between cultural preservation and adaptation.

2. Sociology of Culture: Theories and Perspectives on Cultural Leveling

Focusing on the sociological frameworks, this book provides an in-depth analysis of cultural
leveling as a phenomenon within social change. It discusses classical and contemporary
theories, including functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism, to
understand how cultures evolve and converge. Readers gain insight into the complexities of
cultural diffusion and assimilation.

3. Globalization and Cultural Change: The Dynamics of Cultural Leveling

This text addresses the role of globalization in accelerating cultural leveling, emphasizing
the impact of media, technology, and international trade. It examines how cultural traits

spread across borders, leading to both cultural integration and resistance. The book also

considers the implications for social identity and cultural diversity.

4. Cultural Leveling in Modern Societies: A Sociological Inquiry

Offering empirical research and sociological analysis, this book investigates cultural leveling
within contemporary societies. It highlights the processes through which local traditions are
influenced or replaced by dominant cultural patterns. The work includes discussions on
urbanization, migration, and mass communication as drivers of cultural change.

5. The Impact of Cultural Leveling on Social Institutions

This book explores how cultural leveling affects key social institutions such as family,
education, religion, and government. It analyzes the transformation of institutional
practices and values under the influence of widespread cultural convergence. The study
provides a comprehensive understanding of the sociological implications of cultural leveling
on societal organization.

6. Cultural Leveling and Identity: Challenges in a Changing World

Focusing on the relationship between cultural leveling and individual identity, this book
examines the tensions between global cultural norms and local identities. It discusses the
psychological and social effects of cultural homogenization, including issues of alienation
and cultural resilience. The work offers perspectives on how people negotiate identity in an
increasingly leveled cultural landscape.

7. Comparative Sociology: Cultural Leveling Across Nations

This comparative study investigates how cultural leveling manifests differently across
various countries and regions. It highlights the role of historical, economic, and political
factors in shaping the patterns and outcomes of cultural change. The book offers cross-
cultural case studies to illustrate the diversity of experiences with cultural leveling.



8. Technology, Media, and Cultural Leveling: A Sociological Perspective

Examining the influence of digital technology and mass media, this book discusses how
these forces drive cultural leveling in the modern era. It explores the role of social media,
television, and the internet in spreading cultural norms and values globally. The analysis
includes both positive and negative consequences for cultural diversity and social cohesion.

9. Resistance and Adaptation: Cultural Leveling in the Face of Global Pressures

This book addresses the responses of cultures to the pressures of leveling, focusing on
strategies of resistance, adaptation, and hybridization. It explores how communities
maintain cultural distinctiveness while negotiating global cultural trends. The text offers
insights into the dynamic interplay between global forces and local cultural agency.
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cultural leveling definition sociology: The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology Jeffrey
C. Alexander, Ronald Jacobs, Philip Smith, 2012-01-26 Since sociologists returned to the study of
culture in the past several decades, a pursuit all but anathema for a generation, cultural sociology
has emerged as a vibrant field. Edited by three leading cultural sociologists, The Oxford Handbook
of Cultural Sociology presents the full theoretical and methodological vitality of this critically
significant new area.The Handbook gathers together works by authors confronting the crucial
choices all cultural sociologists face today: about analytic priorities, methods, topics, epistemologies,
ideologies, and even modes of writing. It is a vital collection of preeminent thinkers studying the
ways in which culture, society, politics, and economy interact in the world.Organized by empirical
areas of study rather than particular theories or competing intellectual strands, the Handbook
addresses power, politics, and states; economics and organization; mass media; social movements;
religion; aesthetics; knowledge; and health. Allowing the reader to observe tensions as well as
convergences, the collection displays the value of cultural sociology not as a niche discipline but as a
way to view and understand the many facets of contemporary society. The first of its kind, The
Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology offers comprehensive and immediate access to the real
developments and disagreements taking place in the field, and deftly exemplifies how cultural
sociology provides a new way of seeing and modeling social facts.

cultural leveling definition sociology: A Dictionary of Sociology John Scott, 2014-09-11 A
consistent best-seller, the wide-ranging and authoritative Dictionary of Sociology was first published
in 1994 and contains more than 2,500 entries on the terminology, methods, concepts, and thinkers
in the field, as well as from the related fields of psychology, economics, anthropology, philosophy,
and political science. For this fourth edition, Professor John Scott has conducted a thorough review
of all entries to ensure that they are concise, focused, and up to date. Revisions reflect current
intellectual debates and social conditions, particularly in relation to global and multi-cultural issues.
New entries cover relevant contemporary concepts, such as climate change, social media, terrorism,
and intersectionality, as well as key living sociologists. This Dictionary is both an invaluable
introduction to sociology for beginners, and an essential source of reference for more advanced
students and teachers.
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cultural leveling definition sociology: Sociological Theory George Ritzer, Jeffrey Stepnisky,
2021-02-09 The authors are proud sponsors of the SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Sociological Theory gives readers a comprehensive
overview of the major theorists and schools of sociological thought, from sociology’s 19th century
origins through the early 21st century. Written by an author team that includes one of the leading
contemporary thinkers, the text integrates key theories with biographical sketches of theorists,
placing them in historical and intellectual context. The Eleventh Edition includes examples of
premodern sociological theory from Islamic scholar Ibn Khaldun, Harriet Martineau’s feminist
writings contextualized within the history of sociological thought, discussions of actor-network
theory through Donna Haraway’s work on cyborgs and companion species, illustrations of historical
comparative sociology with Saskia Sassen’s concepts of the global city and expulsions, and more
ways to help students to understand sociology’s major theories. Included with this title: The
password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all
text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.

cultural leveling definition sociology: The Theory of Cultural and Social Selection W. G.
Runciman, 2009-11-05 The Darwinian legacy 1.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Handbook on Evolution and Society Alexandra
Maryanski, Richard Machalek, Jonathan H. Turner, 2015-11-17 Handbook on Evolution and Society
brings together original chapters by prominent scholars who have been instrumental in the revival
of evolutionary theorizing and research in the social sciences over the last twenty-five years.
Previously unpublished essays provide up-to-date, critical surveys of recent research and key
debates. The contributors discuss early challenges posed by sociobiology, the rise of evolutionary
psychology, the more conflicted response of evolutionary sociology to sociobiology, and evolutionary
psychology. Chapters address the application and limitations of Darwinian ideas in the social
sciences. Prominent authors come from a variety of disciplines in ecology, biology, primatology,
psychology, sociology, and the humanities. The most comprehensive resource available, this vital
collection demonstrates to scholars and students the new ways in which evolutionary approaches,
ultimately derived from biology, are influencing the diverse social sciences and humanities.

cultural leveling definition sociology: The Handbook of Communication and Corporate
Reputation Craig E. Carroll, 2015-04-10 With the latest insights from the world of communication
studies into the nature of corporate reputation, this new addition to Wiley-Blackwell’s series of
handbooks on communication and media reflects the growing visibility of large businesses’ ethical
profiles, and tracks the benefits that positive public attitudes can bring. Serves as the definitive
research collection for a fast-growing field featuring contributions by key international scholars
Brings together state-of-the-art communication studies insights on corporate reputation Identifies
and addresses the lacunae in the research literature Applies new theoretical frameworks to
corporate reputation

cultural leveling definition sociology: Handbook of the Sociology of Gender Barbara J.
Risman, Carissa M. Froyum, William J. Scarborough, 2018-06-05 This handbook provides a
comprehensive view of the field of the sociology of gender. It presents the most important theories
about gender and methods used to study gender, as well as extensive coverage of the latest research
on gender in the most important areas of social life, including gendered bodies, sexuality, carework,
paid labor, social movements, incarceration, migration, gendered violence, and others. Building from
previous publications this handbook includes a vast array of chapters from leading researchers in
the sociological study of gender. It synthesizes the diverse field of gender scholarship into a cohesive
theoretical framework, gender structure theory, in order to position the specific contributions of
each author/chapter as part of a complex and multidimensional gender structure. Through this
organization of the handbook, readers do not only gain tremendous insight from each chapter, but
they also attain a broader understanding of the way multiple gendered processes are interrelated
and mutually constitutive. While the specific focus of the handbook is on gender, the chapters



included in the volume also give significant attention to the interrelation of race, class, and other
systems of stratification as they intersect and implicate gendered processes.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Human Aspects of Information Security and Assurance
Nathan Clarke, Steven Furnell, 2020-08-21 This book constitutes the proceedings of the 14th IFIP
WG 11.12 International Symposium on Human Aspects of Information Security and Assurance,
HAISA 2020, held in Mytilene, Lesbos, Greece, in July 2020.* The 27 full papers presented in this
volume were carefully reviewed and selected from 43 submissions. They are organized in the
following topical sections: privacy and COVID-19; awareness and training; social engineering;
security behavior; education; end-user security; usable security; security policy; and attitudes and
perceptions. *The symposium was held virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Mind, Brain and the Elusive Soul Mark Graves,
2016-04-22 Does science argue against the existence of the human soul? Many scientists and
scholars believe the whole is more than the sum of the parts. This book uses information and
systems theory to describe the more that does not reduce to the parts. One sees this in the
synapses”or apparently empty gaps between the neurons in one's brain”where informative
relationships give rise to human mind, culture, and spirituality. Drawing upon the disciplines of
cognitive science, computer science, neuroscience, general systems theory, pragmatic philosophy,
and Christian theology, Mark Graves reinterprets the traditional doctrine of the soul as form of the
body to frame contemporary scientific study of the human soul.

cultural leveling definition sociology: An Introduction to the Sociology of Health & Illness
Kevin White, 2008-12-22 Kevin White guides us through the many reasons for the centrality of
health showing clearly that health and illness are the products not just of our biology but of the
society into which we are born. He expertly draws on the works of Parsons, Marx, Foucault and
feminist writers to provide an authoritative analysis of the social nature of health. - Ray Fitzpatrick,
University of Oxford I have used this book for many years because it is so well written, and it is easy
for the students to understand. - Julianne Law, Bangor University An excellent introductory text to
help the students to begin to critically analyse different perspectives on health. - Debbie Chittenden,
University of Bolton This is a new edition of the best-selling textbook for students of the sociology of
health and illness. Free of jargon, intuitive about student needs and well versed in course
requirements, Kevin White's book is used widely across both health and sociology schools.

cultural leveling definition sociology: The Semiotic Self Norbert Wiley, 1994 Ultimately, in
finding a way to decenter the self without eliminating it, Wiley supplies a much-needed closure to
classical pragmatism and gives new direction to neo-pragmatism.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Social Work and Sociology: Historical and
Contemporary Perspectives Irene Levin, Marit Haldar, Aurélie Picot, 2018-02-05 Discussing the
relationship between social work and sociology, this book explores how the two have become more
and more divided, moving from one single discipline, to two separate, but related, fields. Both
sociology and social work focus on social problems, social structure, social integration and how
individuals respond to and live within cultural and structural constraints. Today, both disciplines
face the possibility of losing some of their most important characteristics to individualising trends,
the disappearance of the importance of ‘the social’ and pressure towards solely evidence-based
knowledge. In addition to casting light on areas that have been in the shadows of the mainstream
narrative, the contributions to this book will raise new questions, contributing to continuing
discussions between and within each discipline. This book was originally published as a special issue
of Nordic Social Work Research.

cultural leveling definition sociology: The Interpretation of Cultures Clifford Geertz,
2017-08-15 One of the twentieth century's most influential books, this classic work of anthropology
offers a groundbreaking exploration of what culture is With The Interpretation of Cultures, the
distinguished anthropologist Clifford Geertz developed the concept of thick description, and in so
doing, he virtually rewrote the rules of his field. Culture, Geertz argues, does not drive human
behavior. Rather, it is a web of symbols that can help us better understand what that behavior



means. A thick description explains not only the behavior, but the context in which it occurs, and to
describe something thickly, Geertz argues, is the fundamental role of the anthropologist. Named one
of the 100 most important books published since World War II by the Times Literary Supplement,
The Interpretation of Cultures transformed how we think about others' cultures and our own. This
definitive edition, with a foreword by Robert Darnton, remains an essential book for anthropologists,
historians, and anyone else seeking to better understand human cultures.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Landscape Conflicts Karsten Berr, Lara Koegst, Olaf
Kiihne, 2024-07-03 Landscape conflicts, for example in connection with / in view of the energy
transition, climate policy, transport policy, nature conservation, the extraction of mineral raw
materials, the design of urban landscapes or tourism are potentially associated with high economic,
social and political costs even before a possible escalation. It is therefore undoubtedly useful to gain
a better understanding of landscape-related conflicts in terms of their causes, their course, their
dynamics, their inherent logic and possible regulatory procedures. Frequently, such conflicts
manifest themselves in particular in different claims and aspired or arrogated interpretative
sovereignties concerning what can or may be considered together as 'landscape’ (here understood
as a special case to 'space'), and these conflicts are not limited to the economic dimension, but they
also ignite in social, political and cultural, often also in aesthetic and moral questions. The
contributions to this anthology therefore focus on the question of how landscape conflicts can be
seen as a productive social normality and be brought to a non-violent and not necessarily consensual
settlement.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Late Modernity in Crisis Andreas Reckwitz, Hartmut
Rosa, 2023-05-25 In times of entrenched social upheaval and multiple crises, we need the kind of
social theory that is prepared to look at the big picture, analyze the broad developmental features of
modern societies, their structural conditions and dynamics, and point to possible ways out of the
crises we face. Over the last couple of decades, two German sociologists, Andreas Reckwitz and
Hartmut Rosa, have sought to provide wide-ranging social theories of this kind. While their theories
are very different, they share in common the view that the analysis of modernity as a social
formation must be kept at the heart of sociology, and that the theory of society should ultimately
serve to diagnose the crises of the present. In this book, Andreas Reckwitz and Hartmut Rosa join
forces to examine the value and the limits of a theory of society today. They provide clear and
concise accounts of their own theories of society, explicate their key concepts - including
singularization in the case of Reckwitz, acceleration and “resonance” in the case of Rosa - and draw
out the implications of their theories for understanding the multiple crises we face today. The result
is a book that provides both an excellent introduction to the work of two of the most important
sociologists writing today and a vivid demonstration of the value of the kind of bold social theory of
modern societies that they espouse.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Encyclopedia of Tourism Jafar Jafari, Honggen Xiao,
2025-01-08 This encyclopedia is the most comprehensive and updated source of reference in tourism
research and practice. It covers both traditional and emerging concepts and terms and is fully
international in its scope. Some 769 entries by 871 internationally renowned experts from 124
countries provide a definitive access to the knowledge of tourism and its related fields. Users will
find reliable and up-to-date definitions and explanations of the key terms of tourism in this reference
book. Tourism is the largest industry in the world and is the main source of income for many
countries. With the practical impact of worldwide tourism and the growing number of academic
programs and institutions devoted to its education and research, this encyclopedia is the epicenter
of this emerging and developing discipline. Editorial BoardManaging Editor: Amy Osmond Associate
Editors: David Airey, Nevenka Cavlek, Peter U. C. Dieke, Juergen Gnoth, Maria Gravari-Barbas,
Tazim Jamal, Kumi Kato, Francisco Madrid Flores, Yoel Mansfeld, Scott M. Meis, Regina Schliiter,
Noel Scott, Honggang XuResource Editor: Beka JakeliAssistant Editors: S. Vida Muse, Peter Reim,
Shun YeCartographers: Kisandul Kumarasinghe, Ashan Manamperi, Himanshi Withanage

cultural leveling definition sociology: A Critical Dictionary of Sociology Raymond Boudon,




Francois Bourricaud, 2002-09-10 Unlike most other sociology or social science dictionaries, in this
translation of the Critical Dictionary of Sociology, taken from the second French edition of the
Dictionary and edited by the English sociologist Peter Hamilton, the critical value of this distinctive
work is at last made available for a wider audience. Each entry grapples directly with an issue,
whether theoretical, epistemological, philosophical, political or empirical, and provides a strong
statement of what the authors think about it. The discussions are considered but argumentative. By
reaffirming that a non-marxist style of critique is still possible, Boudon and Bourricaud have
presented a distinctive approach to the key issues which confront the societies of the Twentieth and
Twenty-First centuries. For some this work will be a textbook, for others an indispensable
sourcebook of sociological concepts, and for most a way of opening our eyes to new dimensions in
our understanding of the great ideas and theories of sociology.

cultural leveling definition sociology: Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory Scott
Appelrouth, Laura Desfor Edles, 2008 A unique hybrid of text and readings, this book combines the
major writings of sociology’s core classical and contemporary theorists with an historical as well as
theoretical framework for understanding them. Laura Desfor Edles and Scott A Appelrouth provide
not just a biographical and theoretical summary of each theorist/reading, but an overarching
scaffolding which students can use to examine, compare and contrast each theorists” major themes
and concepts. No other theory text combines such student-friendly explanation and analysis with
original theoretical works. Key features include: * Pedagogical devices and visual aids - charts,
figures and photographs - to help summarize key concepts, illuminate complex ideas and provoke
student interest * Chapters on well-known figures, such as Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Parsons and
Foucault as well as an in-depth discussion of lesser known voices, such as Charlotte Perkins-Gilman,
WEB Du Bois, and Leslie Sklair * Photos of not only the theorists, but of the historical milieu from
which the theories arose as well as a glossary at the back

cultural leveling definition sociology: Understanding Popular Music Culture Roy Shuker,
2012-11-12 Written specifically for students, this introductory textbook explores the history and
meaning of rock and popular music. Roy Shuker's study provides an accessible and comprehensive
introduction to the production, distribution, consumption and meaning of popular music and
examines the difficulties and debates which surround the analysis of popular culture and popular
music. This heavily revised and updated third edition includes: new case studies on the iPod,
downloading, and copyright the impact of technologies, including on-line delivery and the debates
over MP3 and Napster new chapters on music genres, cover songs and the album canon as well as
music retail, radio and the charts case studies and lyrics of artists such as Robert Johnson, The Who,
Fat Boy Slim and The Spice Girls a comprehensive discography, suggestions for further reading,
listening and viewing and a directory of useful websites. With chapter related guides to further
reading, listening and viewing, a glossary, and a timeline, this textbook is the ideal introduction for
students.

cultural leveling definition sociology: The Reflexive Imperative in Late Modernity
Margaret S. Archer, 2012-05-03 What do young people want from life? This book shows how the
'internal conversation' guides individual choices.
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