cubs spring training 2025

cubs spring training 2025 marks an important period for the Chicago Cubs as they prepare for
the upcoming Major League Baseball season. This annual preseason event is crucial for player
development, roster decisions, and team chemistry. Fans and analysts alike eagerly anticipate the
Cubs’ performance during spring training to gauge the team’s potential for the regular season. In
2025, the Cubs will continue their tradition of holding spring training in Mesa, Arizona, offering a
mix of competitive games, player evaluations, and community engagement. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of cubs spring training 2025, including the schedule, key players to watch,
training facilities, and fan experiences. Whether you are a dedicated follower or a casual baseball
enthusiast, understanding the nuances of spring training will enrich your appreciation of the Cubs’
journey to the regular season.
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Spring Training Location and Facilities

The Chicago Cubs conduct their spring training at Sloan Park, located in Mesa, Arizona. Sloan Park
is one of the premier spring training facilities in Major League Baseball, boasting state-of-the-art
amenities tailored for both players and fans. The stadium has a seating capacity of over 15,000 and
features modern training fields, batting cages, and clubhouse facilities. The warm desert climate
provides ideal conditions for preparing athletes physically and mentally for the grueling MLB season
ahead.

Sloan Park Overview

Sloan Park serves as the central hub for the Cubs’ spring training activities. It is equipped with
multiple practice fields that replicate game-day conditions. The facility’s design emphasizes player
comfort and performance optimization, including advanced recovery rooms and medical support.
Additionally, Sloan Park offers fans an intimate viewing experience, allowing them to get close to the
action during practices and games.



Additional Training Facilities

Beyond Sloan Park, the Cubs utilize surrounding facilities in the Mesa area for various training and
conditioning programs. These include specialized batting and pitching centers as well as fitness
gyms designed to enhance player strength and agility. The availability of diverse training
environments helps the coaching staff tailor individual player development plans throughout spring
training.

Cubs Spring Training 2025 Schedule

The 2025 spring training schedule for the Chicago Cubs features a full slate of exhibition games
against other MLB teams, primarily from the Cactus League. The schedule typically spans from late
February through late March, providing ample opportunities for player evaluation and team strategy
refinement. Game times and opponents are strategically planned to maximize player readiness and
fan engagement.

Preseason Game Highlights

Key matchups in the 2025 spring training include games against rivals such as the Chicago White
Sox, as well as contests with division foes and other Cactus League participants. These games offer a
competitive environment for assessing pitching rotations, batting lineups, and defensive alignments.
The Cubs’ coaching staff uses these games to experiment with different strategies and player
combinations.

Training and Practice Sessions

In addition to official games, daily practice sessions are integral to the Cubs’ preparation. These
sessions focus on drills, situational plays, and conditioning exercises. The team’s structured
approach to practice ensures that players maintain peak physical condition while honing their skills
in a controlled setting.

Key Players and Prospects to Watch

Cubs spring training 2025 will showcase a blend of veteran players, emerging stars, and promising
prospects vying for roster spots. Monitoring player performance during this period is essential for
understanding the team’s potential strengths and weaknesses heading into the regular season.

Established Veterans

Several seasoned Cubs players are expected to use spring training to fine-tune their skills and
demonstrate leadership. These veterans provide stability and experience, serving as mentors for
younger teammates. Their performance during spring training often sets the tone for their regular-
season contributions.



Rising Prospects

Spring training is a critical stage for top prospects seeking to make an impression on the coaching
staff. Young players have the opportunity to transition from minor league standouts to major league
contributors. Tracking their development during this period offers insight into the Cubs’ future
talent pipeline.

Position Battles

Competition for starting positions and bullpen roles is fierce during spring training. Players across
the roster must demonstrate consistency and versatility to secure their spots. This battle for playing
time adds excitement and depth to the Cubs’ spring training narrative.

Training and Conditioning Programs

Effective training and conditioning are vital components of cubs spring training 2025. The Cubs
organization invests heavily in programs designed to enhance player durability, reduce injury risk,
and improve overall athletic performance.

Strength and Conditioning Regimen

The Cubs’ strength and conditioning coaches implement customized workout plans focusing on core
strength, flexibility, and endurance. These programs incorporate weight training, cardiovascular
exercises, and sport-specific drills to prepare players for the demands of the MLB season.

Injury Prevention and Recovery

Injury prevention is a top priority during spring training. The team employs advanced techniques
such as physical therapy, massage, and cryotherapy to keep players healthy. Recovery protocols are
integrated into daily routines to ensure rapid healing and maintain peak performance levels
throughout the preseason.

Fan Experience and Events

Cubs spring training 2025 offers fans numerous opportunities to engage with the team and enjoy the
atmosphere of preseason baseball. Sloan Park and the surrounding area host a variety of events
designed to enhance the fan experience.

Game Day Atmosphere

Fans attending spring training games can expect a relaxed and family-friendly environment. The
proximity of seats to the field allows for close-up views of players warming up and competing.
Concession stands feature local cuisine and traditional ballpark fare, adding to the overall



enjoyment.

Special Events and Community Engagement

The Cubs organization schedules autograph sessions, fan festivals, and youth clinics throughout
spring training. These events foster community involvement and provide unique opportunities for
fans to interact with players and coaching staff. Additionally, charity initiatives during spring
training highlight the team’s commitment to giving back.

Ticketing and Accessibility

Tickets for cubs spring training 2025 games are available through official channels, with options for
single-game purchases and season packages. The stadium is designed to be accessible to all fans,
including those with disabilities, ensuring an inclusive experience for everyone attending.

Impact on the Regular Season

The outcomes and developments during cubs spring training 2025 have a direct influence on the
team’s performance in the regular MLB season. This period allows coaches to finalize lineups, assess
player health, and implement tactical approaches.

Roster Finalization

Spring training is the final evaluation stage before teams submit their 26-man rosters for the regular
season. Decisions made during this time determine starting pitchers, bullpen composition, and
bench players. The Cubs’ management relies heavily on spring training results to build a balanced
and competitive squad.

Player Momentum and Confidence

Strong performances during spring training can boost player confidence and momentum heading
into the season. Conversely, struggles may signal adjustments or further development needs. The
psychological and physical preparation achieved during this time is crucial for sustained success.

Strategic Planning

Coaches use insights gained from spring training to refine game strategies, such as batting orders,
defensive shifts, and pitching rotations. This planning ensures the Cubs are well-prepared to face the
challenges of the regular season and contend for playoff positions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

When does the Chicago Cubs' Spring Training 2025 begin?

The Chicago Cubs' Spring Training 2025 is scheduled to begin in mid-February 2025, with exact
dates typically announced by the team closer to the start.

Where will the Cubs hold their Spring Training in 2025?

The Cubs will hold their Spring Training at the Sloan Park complex in Mesa, Arizona, which has
been their spring training home since 2014.

Who are some key players to watch during Cubs Spring
Training 2025?

Key players to watch include young prospects aiming to make the major league roster, as well as
established stars like [insert current notable players], depending on roster changes leading into the
2025 season.

Will fans be able to attend Cubs Spring Training games in
20257

Yes, fans can attend Cubs Spring Training games at Sloan Park, with tickets typically available for
purchase online or at the stadium closer to the event dates.

How can I watch Cubs Spring Training games in 2025 if I can't
attend?

Spring Training games are often broadcast on regional sports networks and sometimes streamed
online via MLB.TV or the Cubs' official website.

Are there any special events or promotions planned for Cubs



Spring Training 2025?

The Cubs usually host fan events, autograph sessions, and promotional giveaways during Spring
Training, with specific details released by the team ahead of the 2025 season.

What is the significance of Spring Training for the Cubs' 2025
season?

Spring Training allows the Cubs to evaluate players, build team chemistry, and prepare strategies
for the regular season, making it a crucial period for roster decisions and player development.

Will there be any new coaching staff or management changes
during Cubs Spring Training 2025?

Any coaching or management changes would be announced by the Cubs organization prior to or
during Spring Training, so it's advisable to follow official team communications for updates.

How does Spring Training 2025 impact the Cubs' roster
decisions?

Performances during Spring Training help determine which players make the Opening Day roster,
who is assigned to minor leagues, and which free agents or prospects might be signed or released.

Additional Resources

1. Cubs Spring Training 2025: A New Season Begins

This book offers an in-depth preview of the Chicago Cubs' 2025 spring training season. It covers
player prospects, coaching strategies, and key matchups to watch. Fans will gain insights into the
team's preparation and goals for the upcoming regular season.

2. Rising Stars: Cubs Prospects to Watch in Spring Training 2025

Focusing on the young talent emerging within the Cubs organization, this book highlights the most
promising prospects expected to make an impact during spring training. Detailed player profiles and
scouting reports provide readers with a glimpse of the future of Cubs baseball.

3. Behind the Scenes: Cubs Spring Training 2025

Go beyond the field with exclusive access to the Cubs' spring training camp. This book shares stories
from coaches, players, and staff, revealing the hard work, camaraderie, and challenges faced as the
team prepares for the season.

4. Cubs Spring Training 2025: Strategy and Analytics

Explore how advanced analytics and modern strategies are shaping the Cubs' approach to spring
training in 2025. The book breaks down tactical decisions, player evaluations, and training methods
that aim to give the Cubs a competitive edge.

5. The Cubs’ Road to Glory: Spring Training 2025 Edition
Chart the Cubs' journey through spring training as they gear up for a championship-contending



season. This narrative captures key moments, turning points, and player developments that set the
tone for the year ahead.

6. Pitching Power: Cubs Arms in Spring Training 2025

Delve into the Cubs’ pitching staff and their preparations during spring training 2025. From
seasoned veterans to up-and-coming arms, this book analyzes pitching mechanics, training routines,
and performance expectations.

7. Offense Reloaded: Cubs Batters in Spring Training 2025

This volume focuses on the Cubs' offensive lineup and their efforts to sharpen skills during spring
training. It includes player interviews, hitting techniques, and strategies designed to boost run
production in the regular season.

8. Cubs Spring Training 2025: Fan’s Guide to the Experience

A comprehensive guide for fans attending Cubs spring training in 2025, this book covers everything
from game schedules and player meet-and-greets to best local spots and traditions. It’s an essential
companion for an unforgettable spring training visit.

9. Legacy and Future: Cubs Baseball Through the Lens of Spring Training 2025

This book places the 2025 spring training in the context of the Cubs’ rich history and evolving
future. It reflects on past traditions, celebrates current achievements, and looks forward to what lies
ahead for the beloved franchise.
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cubs spring training 2025: Spring Training Handbook Josh Pahigian, 2013-06-12 Spring
training is a time of renewal for baseball, when teams and fans descend on Florida and Arizona to
begin the ever hopeful new season. The pace is a little slower, the fans are closer to the action, and
the players are more accessible: the sport returns to its idyllic roots. When the first edition of this
book was released, 18 of the MLB teams trained in Florida and 12 in Arizona. As 2013 arrives each
league consists of 15 teams; together they utilize 14 parks in Florida and 10 in Arizona. This heavily
illustrated work dedicates a chapter to each park, including modern Cactus League marvels like
Camelback Ranch and Salt River Fields, and Grapefruit League bastions like Joker Marchant
Stadium and McKechnie Field. Florida's Fenway Park replica, which opened in 2012, is included. In
addition to profiling the five parks that have opened since the first edition, the author has updated
the other chapters. Each provides a description of the park, and a recounting of its history, followed
by a summary of the home team or teams' spring history. Next is a review of the park's seating,
concessions and fan traditions. Each chapter concludes with information about nearby baseball
landmarks and attractions.

cubs spring training 2025: A Time for Reflection Jason Cannon, 2025-02-04 A fascinating
look back at the incredible lives and careers of baseball Hall of Famers Willie McCovey and Billy
Williams. Professional baseball has featured a bevy of superstars over the past century and a half,
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but only a few of them have impacted their sport and cities as deeply as Willie McCovey and Billy
Williams. Born just a handful of miles apart in 1938, they grew up in and around one of the sport's
true cradles, Mobile, Alabama, on their way to producing two iconic careers in Major League
Baseball. In A Time for Reflection: The Parallel Legacies of Baseball Icons Willie McCovey and Billy
Williams, Jason Cannon examines these two legends of the game. Overcoming the heinous racism of
the Jim Crow South as part of the second generation of African American major leaguers who
followed in the footsteps of Jackie Robinson, they became two of baseball's all-time greatest players.
Off the field, they took impactful stands for racial progress that continue to resonate today. Their
personal resolve, leadership in the clubhouse, and dedication to their baseball communities
endeared them to teammates and fans alike. Featuring original interviews with family members,
friends, teammates, and Williams himself, A Time for Reflection brings to life their monumental
accomplishments on the diamond, while also detailing how McCovey and Williams grew into pillars
of San Francisco and Chicago and inspired future generations of ballplayers.

cubs spring training 2025: Baseball in the Roaring Twenties Thomas Wolf,

cubs spring training 2025: Leveling the Playing Field Al Lautenslager, 2025-02-04 In the
rich history of Major League Baseball (MLB), a transformative journey is unfolding... Women are
rising to prominent positions in team management, coaching, and leadership. An increasing number
of female coaches and front office leaders are making their mark in the league, signaling a positive
change in the traditionally male-dominated field. Breaking through barriers, challenging
stereotypes, and reshaping the landscape of a historically male-dominated industry, these women
are pioneers in a movement toward greater diversity and inclusion within the sport of baseball.
Leveling the Playing Field captures the compelling stories, triumphs, and challenges of women
ascending the ranks of MLB coaching and leadership, exploring how their contributions are not only
reshaping the front offices of teams and who is on the field but also influencing the future of
America’s pastime. Authored by Al Lautenslager, Leveling the Playing Field serves as a powerful
testament to the evolving role of women in a traditionally male-centric arena.

cubs spring training 2025: The Valley of Vapors and Vice ]J. Michael Matthews, 2025-07-24
Imagine a valley so pristine it is the envy of all places near it. Complete with soft rolling hills,
clear-water brooks, thermal springs, lakes for water sports, and crystal mines for discovering quartz,
plus the only diamond mine in America. It was so attractive. The first on the scene were native
Indians followed by explorers, and by 1832, Hot Springs became the first US National Park. Of
course, something this special was instantly noticed. And then along came the settlers, proprietors,
and anyone interested in turning a dollar. Soon to appear were hotels, restaurants, homes/residents,
and all the things to support them. With natural crops and clean water, the moonshine industry
flourished, and with that, along came thoroughbred racing, bars and casinos, brothels, plus all
things to entertain the adult population. Once the cartels of New York and Chicago saw the money
flowing, Hot Springs went into full stride. This, well in advance of anything like it, started the
competition for the almighty gaming dollar and all things associated with it. This book is based on
true accounts. It is not fiction or fantasy. If you would like to know more, watch for the sequel.

cubs spring training 2025: Justice Batted Last Don Zminda, 2025-03-11 On May 1, 1951,
Orestes “Minnie” Minoso took the field for the Chicago White Sox and broke the color line for
Chicago major league baseball. Ernie Banks integrated the Chicago Cubs two years later. The future
Hall of Famers began their Chicago baseball careers against the backdrop of a 1951 race riot in
suburban Cicero, where a white mob abetted by local police attacked a building that had rented to
Black tenants. Don Zminda’s account looks at these interconnected events alongside the little-known
chronicle of Chicago’s slow track to integrating major league baseball. By the early 1950s, the Cubs
and White Sox organizations had become rich in Black and Afro-Latino stars and talented prospects.
Unlike Mifioso and Banks, however, most of these minor leaguers never advanced to the majors or, if
they did, it was for little more than a cup of coffee. Zminda also profiles these players, from Charles
Pope, the Cubs’ first Black signee, to larger-than-life fireballer Blood Burns. Essential and dramatic,
Justice Batted Last uses the lives and careers of two Chicago legends to tell a story of integration on




and off the diamond.

cubs spring training 2025: Just Tell Me I Can't Jamie Moyer, Larry Platt, 2013-09-10 An
extraordinary -- and surprising -- memoir from Jamie Moyer, who at age 49 became the oldest
pitcher to ever win a game in the major leagues. Long-time fans of the National Pastime have known
Moyer's name for more than 25 years. That's because he's been pitching in the bigs for all those
years. With his trademark three pitches - slow, slower, and slowest - the left-handed Moyer is a
pinpoint specialist whose won-lost record actually got better as he got older -- from his 20s to his 30s
and into 40s. He's only a few wins shy of 300 for his amazing career. But this is where the book
takes an unusual turn. Moyer was just about finished as a big leaguer in his mid-20s until he
fatefully encountered a gravel-voiced, highly confrontational sports psychologist named Harvey
Dorfman. Listening to the in-your-face insights of Dorfman, Moyer began to re-invent himself and
reconstruct his approach to his game. Moyer went on to become an All-Star and also a World Series
champion. Yogi Berra once observed that Half of this game is 90% mental. And Moyer's memoir
proves it.

cubs spring training 2025: The Integration of Minor League Baseball Rick Swaine, Gary
C. Fink, 2025-05-20 Though much has been written about Negro Leagues players and Black major
leaguers of the integration era, little attention has been given to the accomplishments and struggles
of Black minor league pioneers. This work is a history of minor league integration with complete
records for the more than one thousand players of color who toiled in Organized Baseball's minor
leagues from 1946 to 1959, competing against the odds for a shot at the big leagues that few would
get. This work is a tribute to an underappreciated group of men who helped clear away the vestiges
of a racist system that kept many of the game's best players from gaining the recognition they
deserved. Only about 10% would ever appear in the major leagues, but the careers of Black major
league stars of the 1950s and 1960s were built on the backs of this largely forgotten generation of
players. The underlying statistical and demographic information is compiled in a comprehensive
register of players that were not, or probably would not have been, given a chance in Organized
Baseball prior to the crossing of the color barrier due to their racial heritage.

cubs spring training 2025: The Whiz Kids Dennis Snelling,

cubs spring training 2025: Baseball in Pensacola Scott Brown, 2013-03-05 The Western Gate
to the Sunshine State boasts an epic history of hardball, dating back nearly to the beginning of the
sport. Sunshine, loyal fans and pristine beaches have attracted baseball's best athletes to
Pensacola--from stars like Babe Ruth and Ted Williams to the Blue Wahoos, modern-day affiliate for
the Cincinnati Reds. The city is home to major-league teams during spring training, minor-league
teams during the season and baseball fanatics year-round. Whether it's following big-league icons or
cheering high school future stars, Pensacola's love affair with baseball runs deep. Team up with
local author Scott Brown as he details the area's greatest moments in America's oldest pastime.

cubs spring training 2025: 5/7/05 Bill Madden, 2025-05-01 1954: Perhaps no single baseball
season has so profoundly changed the game forever. In that year—the same in which the US
Supreme Court unanimously ruled, in the case of Brown vs. Board of Education, that segregation of
the races be outlawed in America's public schools—Larry Doby's Indians won an American League
record 111 games, dethroned the five-straight World Series champion Yankees, and went on to play
Willie Mays's Giants in the first World Series that featured players of color on both teams. Seven
years after Jackie Robinson had broken the baseball color line, 1954 was a triumphant watershed
season for black players—and, in a larger sense, for baseball and the country as a whole. While Doby
was the dominant player in the American League, Mays emerged as the preeminent player in the
National League, with a flair and boyish innocence that all fans, black and white, quickly came to
embrace. Mays was almost instantly beloved in 1954, much of that due to how seemingly easy it was
for him to live up to the effusive buildup from his Giants manager, Leo Durocher, a man more widely
known for his ferocious nice guys finish last attitude. Award-winning, New York Times bestselling
author Bill Madden delivers the first major book to fully examine the 1954 baseball season, drawn
largely from exclusive recent interviews with the major players themselves, including Mays and



Doby as well as New York baseball legends from that era: Yogi Berra and Whitey Ford of the
Yankees, Monte Irvin of the Giants, and Carl Erskine of the Dodgers. 1954 transports readers across
the baseball landscape of the time—from the spring training camps in Florida and Arizona to
baseball cities including New York, Baltimore, Chicago, and Cleveland—as future superstars such as
Hank Aaron, Ernie Banks, and others entered the leagues and continued to integrate the sport.
Weaving together the narrative of one of baseball's greatest seasons with the racially charged events
of that year, 1954 demonstrates how our national pastime—with the notable exception of the
Yankees, who represented white supremacy in the game—was actually ahead of the curve in terms
of the acceptance of black Americans, while the nation at large continued to struggle with tolerance.

cubs spring training 2025: Los Angeles Dodgers Transactions, 1958-2024 Lyle Spatz,
2025-06-13 Baseball transactions--trades, sales, purchases, free-agent activities--ignite passions.
Whether it is the purchase or sale of a veteran star during the heat of a pennant race, a multi-player
trade in the dead of winter, or the scramble for desirable free agents during the offseason, player
transactions engender more interest and heated debate among fans than almost any other aspect of
the game. This book covers the transactions of the Los Angeles Dodgers, one of the game's most
storied teams, from their move from Brooklyn in 1958 through the 2024 season. Each transaction is
viewed in historical perspective, explaining the reasons that the teams made the deal; the
expectations of owners, general managers, and managers for the new players; and, where possible,
the players' views on their former and current teams. Here is the full story of the Dodgers' player
trades.

cubs spring training 2025: Italian American Ballplayers Otto Bruno, Jr., 2025-08-07 A
sports history with a personal touch, this compendium of baseball profiles and remembrances
highlights and celebrates some of the greatest Italian American ball players of the 20th century. This
history, thoroughly illustrated with high-quality photographs, also shines a light on those lesser
known but equally colorful paesani of the baseball diamond, including Berra, Campanella, DiMaggio,
Furillo, Petrocelli, Santo, Torre, and more. The book will touch upon the players' backgrounds and
the eras in which they played as well as the positive cultural impact their success had on the Italian
American community. Born of a young fan's curiosity about his own ethnic background and the
history of the game, the author brings a lifetime of research to this ethnic baseball history about the
Italian American ball players who made an impression on the game long before he was born.

cubs spring training 2025: Ya Gotta Believe! Michael Lichtenstein, 2025-09-23 Ya Gotta
Believe!: The 40th Anniversary New York Mets Fan Book is the perfect gift for the ultimate fan Are
you a true Mets fan? Were you there when they won the 1986 World Series in the seventh game? Did
you stand and cheer as the Mets demolished the St. Louis Cardinals to become the National League
Champions in 2000? Do you know why the original team colors were orange and blue? How much do
you really know about those lovable heroes who have brought fortune, glory, and two World
Championship trophies to New York? Are you a true believer? Do you know: *Who the Hall of Fame
outfielder was who played for the Mets in their inaugural season and went on to become a
broadcaster for the Philadelphia Phillies? *Which Mets outfielder ran the bases backward after
hitting his 100th career home run in a game in 1963? *Which rookie outfielder swiped 24 bases in
1981 and became one of the most popular players ever to play for the Mets? *When Tom Seaver's
rookie year was? *Who holds the single-season Mets record for home runs? It's all here, with
highlights of the team's exciting history, from the club's beginnings in 1962 to today, including
postseason play. From Casey Stengal to Tom Seaver; from Doc to Mookie--to Mike and
Fonzie-questions and answers, sidebars, fascinating bios and photos gathered by lifelong Mets fan
Michael Lichtenstein. Much more than just facts and trivia, Ya Gotta Believe! is something no Mets
fan can do without.

cubs spring training 2025: The Housekeeper's Secret Sandra Schnakenburg, 2025-07-30 For
fans of stranger than truth stories, Sandy Schnakenburg is uncovering rattling and unprecedented
revelations in this powerful memoir of love, secrets, and survival. When Lee Metoyer is hired to be
the new housekeeper, she has no idea that she's about to become the anchor to a family in an



abusive patriarch's home, setting a mystery in motion that will take decades to uncover. At the age
of seventy-two, Lee falls ill and on her deathbed asks Sandy to write her story. The only problem is,
Sandy doesn't know the story. Embarking on a quest to honor Lee's final wishes, Sandy takes an
emotional and thrilling journey, unveiling shocking truths not only about her beloved housekeeper
but also her own upbringing. As she digs further, she learns that Lee came to her family's sprawling
estate in Barrington, IL, harboring a secret past. For decades, she's been in hiding. But Lee is not
the only one with secrets; Sandy's quest forces her to grapple with her own family history as well,
and to finally confront the effects of the psychological abuse she suffered as a child. Both a chilling
and exciting personal tale of love and survival, The Housekeeper's Secret is a gripping saga that
illuminates the resilience of the human spirit.

cubs spring training 2025: A Baseball Book of Days Phil Coffin, 2025-02-10 Almost
anywhere on a calendar you can pinpoint the date of a memorable baseball moment: Jackie
Robinson's first game, Eddie Gaedel's only game, the sale of Babe Ruth to the Yankees and the
clause that might have prevented it. These and dozens more are recounted in this book chronicling
hallmark days. From the first no-hitter in modern baseball (maybe) to the deep roots for the first
night game in the major leagues, this book provides a detailed narrative of the game's most
important moments, told in 31 singular, remarkable days. Covering the long path to integration, the
rise of Dominican players in the game and the infamous banning of the spitter, this calendar of the
diamond covers baseball from every angle and in every month of the year.

cubs spring training 2025: Are We Winning? Will Leitch, 2025-05-01 A hilarious tribute to
baseball and to the fathers and sons who share the love of the game. Are We Winning? is built
around a trip to Wrigley Field to watch the St. Louis Cardinals play the Chicago Cubs--the lovable
losers to most fans but the hated enemy to the Leitch men. Along for the ride are both Will's father,
the gregarious but not-exactly demonstrative Midwestern titan who, despite being a die-hard Cards
fan and living his whole life just 200 miles south of Chicago, had never been to Wrigley Field before
this game, and Will's college friend, a lifelong Cubs fan. The Cardinals have recently fallen out of the
pennant race, and the Cubs, as it turns out, are attempting to clinch the division on this Saturday
afternoon in September. The pitchers are Ted Lilly for the Cubs and Joel Pineiro for the Cardinals.
It's just a regular game. Play ball. The book unfolds in half-inning increments where Will gives
one-of-a-kind insight on the past, present, and future of the game--from Pujols' unrivaled greatness
to the myth that steroids have ruined baseball. Along the way, he shares memories of his father and
growing up in the small town of Mattoon, including the year his dad coached his Little League team
and nicknamed a scrawny kid Bulldog, and an unlikely postgame episode involving a biker bar and
Mr. Holland's Opus. And there is beer. Lots and lots of beer. Are We Winning? is a book about the
indelible bond that links fathers and sons. For the Leitch men it's baseball that holds them
together--not that either of them would ever be so weak as to admit it. No matter how far apart they
are or what's going on in their lives, they'll always be able to talk about baseball. It's the story of
being a fan, a story about fathers, sons, and legacies. And one perfect game.

cubs spring training 2025: Out of the Mouth of Babe , 2025-03-04 A collection of quotes
compiled by the author of The House that Ruth Built, Kelly Bennett, in collaboration with Brent
Stevens, Babe Ruth’s great-grandson, and Stu Dressler, a long-time friend of the Ruth-Stevens
family. “Baseball is the greatest game in the world and deserves the best you can give it.” —Babe
Ruth With forewords by Tom Stevens, Babe Ruth’s grandson, and Marty Appel, public relations
director for the New York Yankees from 1973 to 1977, Out of the Mouth of Babe is a collection of
over 85 quotes by the Great Bambino, paired with photographs of the King of Crash during his
incredible baseball career. Curated by Kelly Bennett, author of The House that Ruth Built, and filled
with facts about the game and the Colossus of Clout, this is the perfect gift for baseball lovers and
history buffs!

cubs spring training 2025: Jim Gilliam: The Forgotten Dodger Stephen W. Dittmore,
2025-02-04 This first full-length biography of the pioneer covers Jim Junior Gilliam's role during
important baseball transitions. An established star in the Negro Leagues, Gilliam followed Jackie



Robinson in MLB's integration efforts. As both a Brooklyn Dodger and Los Angeles Dodger, Gilliam
notched some of the final baseball highlights at Ebbets Field and then served as a face of the new
Los Angeles Dodgers. Jim Gilliam faced long odds throughout his life and had a knack for
overcoming them. His father died when he was less than a year old. He was raised by his mother in
segregated Nashville, Tennessee, during the Great Depression, dropping out of high school to play
ball. He rode buses through the Jim Crow south as a member of the Nashville Black Vols and
Baltimore Elite Giants, Negro Leagues teams in the 1940s. He spent two years with the Montreal
Royals, the Brooklyn Dodgers' top minor-league team, ostensibly because it was easier for the
Dodgers to keep mediocre white talent on its big-league roster than face the scrutiny of fielding a
team with five Black players. He persevered to win Rookie of the Year honors as part of a long
career in the majors, becoming one of MLB's first Black coaches before tragically passing away right
before the 1978 World Series. On the field, Gilliam was truly the bridge between Brooklyn and Los
Angeles. He recorded the last hit in Brooklyn Dodger history, scored a run in the final game at
Ebbets Field, scored the first Dodger run in both the Los Angeles Coliseum and Dodger Stadium,
and blasted the first home run in Dodger Stadium. He was also a notable bridge between MLB and
the Negro Leagues: Gilliam is the only player to hit a home run in both the Negro League East-West
All-Star Game (1950) and the Major League All-Star Game (1959) and is one of the few players to
win both a Negro League Championship and a World Series. Gilliam never commanded the spotlight
yet was influential in the Dodgers reaching seven World Series, winning four, during his career. He
never had a permanent position and was frequently the subject of trade rumors. In the meticulously
researched and elegantly written Jim Gilliam: The Forgotten Dodger, Gilliam's life story and its
important place in both MLB and Dodgers history is detailed while also providing valuable insights
into the racial history of Nashville, the Negro Leagues, MLB and 1960s Los Angeles. Featured are
interviews with the Dodgers Gilliam played alongside, played for and coached-Dick Tracewski,
Bobby Valentine, Peter O'Malley, Steve Garvey-as well as a foreword from former Dodgers GM Fred
Claire.

cubs spring training 2025: The Caribbean Series Thomas E. Van Hyning, 2025-01-24 The
Caribbean Series is a unique regional baseball event, the oldest of its kind. After starting in 1949
and enduring a decade-long sabbatical for political reasons in the 1960s, it was resurrected in 1970
and continues to this day. With seven countries competing, the Caribbean Series represents a source
of pride for team owners, general managers, players, and fans alike. This book presents first-hand
accounts from over 200 past players and managers, including details on 66 CS tournaments. With
many details presented for the first time in English, this history presents the exciting Latin American
baseball event in rich historical and personal context.
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