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craftsman model 917 manual is an essential resource for anyone owning or operating the
Craftsman 917 series lawn tractors and garden equipment. This comprehensive guide provides
detailed instructions on assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety precautions
designed to maximize the performance and longevity of the equipment. Whether you are a seasoned
landscaper or a homeowner maintaining your lawn, understanding the nuances of the Craftsman
Model 917 manual is crucial for efficient and safe use. This article offers an in-depth exploration of
the key sections of the manual, highlighting important features and tips to help users get the most
out of their Craftsman 917. From basic setup to advanced repairs, this guide will navigate through
every important aspect associated with the manual.
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Overview of Craftsman Model 917
The Craftsman Model 917 series is a popular line of lawn tractors known for its durability,
versatility, and user-friendly design. The manual serves as a comprehensive guide to the proper
usage and upkeep of these machines. It covers multiple model variations under the 917 series,
providing specific details to ensure compatibility and accuracy. Users can expect detailed diagrams,
part numbers, and step-by-step instructions tailored to various configurations of the Craftsman 917.

History and Development
The Craftsman 917 series has evolved over the years to incorporate advancements in engine
technology, ergonomic design, and safety features. The manual documents these changes and offers
insights into the optimal use of each generation. Understanding the historical context helps users
appreciate the improvements and maintain their equipment efficiently.



Manual Format and Accessibility
The Craftsman Model 917 manual is typically available in both print and digital formats. It is
structured to facilitate easy navigation, with sections dedicated to specific tasks such as assembly,
operation, and maintenance. The inclusion of detailed illustrations and clear language ensures
accessibility for users with varying levels of mechanical expertise.

Key Features and Specifications
Understanding the key features and specifications of the Craftsman Model 917 is essential for
proper operation and maintenance. The manual provides detailed technical information including
engine type, horsepower, cutting width, transmission type, and fuel capacity. These specifications
enable users to select the appropriate attachments and perform maintenance accurately.

Engine and Performance Details
The Craftsman 917 models are equipped with reliable Briggs & Stratton or similar engines, varying
in horsepower depending on the model. The manual details engine displacement, fuel requirements,
oil capacity, and recommended operating conditions to optimize performance and lifespan.

Dimensions and Weight
Accurate measurements such as overall length, width, height, and weight are provided to assist in
storage planning and maneuverability considerations. This information also supports users in
selecting proper transport equipment when necessary.

Attachment Compatibility
The manual lists compatible attachments such as mower decks, snow blowers, tillers, and carts.
Knowing these specifications helps users enhance the versatility of their Craftsman 917 lawn tractor
for year-round use.

Operating Instructions
The operating section of the Craftsman Model 917 manual is vital for safe and effective use. It
explains the startup process, control functions, and recommended operating practices to maximize
efficiency and prevent damage.

Pre-Operation Checks
Before starting the engine, the manual advises conducting several checks including fuel level, oil
level, tire pressure, and control lever positions. This ensures that the tractor is in optimal condition
for safe operation.



Starting and Stopping Procedures
Clear guidelines are provided for engaging the ignition, adjusting throttle and choke, and safely
shutting down the machine. These steps are designed to minimize wear and reduce the risk of
accidents.

Using Attachments and Implements
The manual explains how to properly attach and detach various implements, with emphasis on
secure connections and correct operation. This section also covers adjustments needed for different
tasks such as mowing height and tilling depth.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Routine maintenance is crucial to prolong the life of the Craftsman Model 917. The manual provides
a detailed maintenance schedule and instructions for performing essential tasks such as oil changes,
air filter cleaning, and blade sharpening.

Regular Maintenance Tasks
The manual recommends performing specific tasks at regular intervals to maintain optimal
performance:

Checking and changing engine oil

Cleaning or replacing the air filter

Inspecting and tightening belts and fasteners

Sharpening mower blades

Lubricating moving parts

Checking battery condition and connections

Seasonal Maintenance
Additional instructions for winterizing the tractor or preparing it for spring use are included. This
guidance helps prevent corrosion, fuel system issues, and other seasonal challenges.



Troubleshooting Common Issues
The troubleshooting section of the Craftsman Model 917 manual is designed to help users diagnose
and resolve frequent problems quickly. It provides a systematic approach to identifying symptoms,
possible causes, and corrective actions.

Engine Troubleshooting
Common engine issues such as failure to start, rough running, or stalling are addressed with
troubleshooting charts and recommended fixes, including spark plug inspection, fuel system
cleaning, and carburetor adjustments.

Electrical System Problems
Guidance on diagnosing battery, ignition, and wiring issues is provided to assist with electrical
malfunctions. The manual explains how to test components and replace faulty parts safely.

Mechanical and Transmission Troubleshooting
The manual includes tips for addressing problems related to belts, clutches, and transmission
operation. Proper adjustment procedures and wear indicators are outlined to ensure smooth
functioning.

Safety Precautions and Tips
Safety is a paramount concern when operating the Craftsman Model 917. The manual emphasizes
important precautions and best practices to minimize the risk of injury or equipment damage.

Personal Protective Equipment
Users are advised to wear appropriate protective gear such as gloves, safety glasses, and sturdy
footwear while operating or servicing the tractor.

Safe Operating Practices
The manual outlines essential safety tips including avoiding steep slopes, keeping bystanders away,
and never bypassing safety switches or guards.

Storage and Handling Safety
Proper storage recommendations are provided to prevent accidental startups, fuel leaks, and
deterioration. This includes instructions for parking on level ground and disconnecting the spark



plug before maintenance.

Parts and Accessories Information
The Craftsman Model 917 manual contains comprehensive parts diagrams and lists, aiding users in
identifying and ordering genuine replacement parts and compatible accessories.

Ordering Replacement Parts
Detailed part numbers and descriptions help ensure accurate ordering of components such as belts,
blades, filters, and engine parts. This reduces downtime and enhances repair quality.

Compatible Accessories
The manual provides information on a range of optional accessories designed to expand the
functionality of the Craftsman 917. These include snow throwers, lawn sweepers, and trailers.

Maintenance Tools and Equipment
Recommended tools and equipment for routine maintenance and repairs are listed to assist users in
performing tasks efficiently and safely.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman Model 917 manual online?
You can find the Craftsman Model 917 manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website, or other
manual repository sites like ManualsLib or ManualsOnline by searching for the specific model
number.

What information is included in the Craftsman Model 917
manual?
The manual typically includes assembly instructions, operating guidelines, maintenance tips,
troubleshooting advice, parts diagrams, and safety precautions for the Craftsman Model 917.

How do I troubleshoot common problems with the Craftsman
Model 917 using the manual?
The manual provides a troubleshooting section that helps identify issues such as engine starting
problems, unusual noises, or performance issues, along with step-by-step solutions to fix them.



Is there a digital version of the Craftsman Model 917 manual
available for download?
Yes, digital PDF versions of the Craftsman Model 917 manual are available for free download from
various online resources including Sears PartsDirect and other manual archive websites.

Can the Craftsman Model 917 manual help with parts
replacement?
Yes, the manual includes detailed parts diagrams and part numbers which assist in identifying and
ordering the correct replacement parts for repairs or maintenance.

How do I maintain my Craftsman Model 917 according to the
manual?
The manual outlines routine maintenance tasks such as oil changes, air filter cleaning, spark plug
replacement, and general lubrication schedules to keep the model running smoothly.

Does the Craftsman Model 917 manual provide safety
instructions?
Yes, the manual includes important safety instructions and warnings to ensure safe operation and to
prevent accidents or damage while using the equipment.

Can I get repair tips in the Craftsman Model 917 manual?
Absolutely, the manual offers repair tips and guidelines to help users perform basic repairs and
adjustments, which can extend the life of the Craftsman Model 917.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman 917 Lawn Tractor Repair Manual
This comprehensive manual offers step-by-step instructions for diagnosing and repairing common
issues with the Craftsman 917 lawn tractor. It includes detailed diagrams and troubleshooting tips to
help users maintain optimal performance. Ideal for both beginners and experienced mechanics.

2. Maintaining Your Craftsman 917: A Homeowner’s Guide
Focused on routine maintenance tasks, this guide helps owners keep their Craftsman 917 models
running smoothly throughout the seasons. It covers oil changes, blade sharpening, and storage tips
to extend the lifespan of your equipment. The clear, concise language makes it accessible to DIY
enthusiasts.

3. Craftsman 917 Engine Overhaul and Tune-Up
This book delves into the specifics of engine repair and tuning for the Craftsman 917 series. Detailed
illustrations support the text, guiding readers through engine disassembly, cleaning, and
reassembly. It’s an essential resource for those looking to improve engine efficiency and power.



4. Small Engine Repair: Craftsman 917 Edition
Tailored specifically for the Craftsman 917, this manual explains the fundamentals of small engine
mechanics. It covers carburetor adjustments, ignition system troubleshooting, and fuel system
maintenance. A practical handbook for hobbyists and professionals alike.

5. Craftsman 917 Electrical Systems Manual
This book focuses on the electrical components of the Craftsman 917, including wiring diagrams,
battery maintenance, and starter repair. It provides clear guidance for diagnosing electrical failures
and performing safe repairs. Perfect for users who want to address electrical issues independently.

6. The Craftsman 917 Operator’s Handbook
Designed as a user-friendly manual, this handbook explains the proper operation and safety
procedures for the Craftsman 917 model. It includes tips on efficient mowing techniques and
seasonal care instructions. A must-have for new owners seeking to maximize their machine’s
potential.

7. Advanced Troubleshooting for Craftsman 917 Mowers
This detailed troubleshooting guide helps users identify and fix complex problems with their
Craftsman 917 lawn mowers. It uses flowcharts and error code explanations to streamline
diagnostics. An invaluable tool for experienced technicians and dedicated DIYers.

8. Restoring Vintage Craftsman 917 Models
This restoration guide covers the process of bringing older Craftsman 917 lawn tractors back to life.
It offers advice on sourcing parts, refinishing surfaces, and upgrading components while preserving
authenticity. Ideal for collectors and restoration enthusiasts.

9. Craftsman 917 Parts and Accessories Catalog
An extensive catalog featuring part numbers, descriptions, and compatibility information for the
Craftsman 917 series. This book helps users identify and order the correct replacement parts for
repairs and upgrades. A practical reference for repair shops and individual owners.
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