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cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi is a renowned natural history and science
museum located in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. Established as a center for scientific research and
public education, this institution offers a wide range of exhibits, interactive displays, and educational
programs that engage visitors of all ages. The Cranbrook Institute of Science combines rich
collections with innovative learning experiences, making it a key cultural and educational landmark
in the region. This article explores the history, exhibits, educational initiatives, community
involvement, and visitor information related to the Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills
MI. Each section provides detailed insights into what makes this institution unique and an essential
destination for anyone interested in science and natural history.
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History and Background of Cranbrook Institute of
Science

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI was founded in 1937, making it one of the
longstanding scientific institutions in the state of Michigan. It was established by George and Ellen
Booth as part of the Cranbrook Educational Community, designed to promote education in art,
science, and design. Over the decades, the institute has evolved into a premier center for natural
history and science education, with a focus on engaging the public through exhibits and research.
The architecture of the institute reflects the Cranbrook legacy, blending aesthetic appeal with
functional spaces for collections and education. The institute’s mission has consistently emphasized
inspiring curiosity and fostering scientific literacy among visitors.

Founding and Early Development

The Cranbrook Institute of Science was originally envisioned to complement the broader Cranbrook
Academy of Art and Cranbrook Schools. Early collections focused on regional natural history,
including geology, paleontology, and zoology. The institute quickly gained recognition for its
commitment to public science education and the quality of its exhibits. Initial efforts also included
collaborations with universities and scientific organizations, establishing a foundation for ongoing



research and educational outreach. The Booth family’s dedication to education and the arts played a
crucial role in shaping the institute’s direction and prominence.

Evolution Through the Years

Over the years, the Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI has expanded its facilities,
updated its exhibits, and increased its educational offerings. The introduction of interactive displays
and planetarium shows has modernized the visitor experience. Renovations and expansions have
allowed the institute to house larger collections and accommodate more visitors. The institute has
also embraced technological advances to enhance accessibility and engagement. Today, it stands as
a dynamic institution that balances tradition with innovation in science education.

Exhibits and Collections

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI hosts a diverse range of exhibits and
collections that cover various scientific disciplines. From natural history specimens to astronomical
displays, the institute offers immersive experiences designed to educate and inspire. Exhibits are
curated to appeal to a broad audience, including children, students, educators, and science
enthusiasts. The institute’s collections are meticulously maintained and frequently updated to
incorporate new scientific discoveries and educational trends.

Permanent Exhibits

Permanent exhibits at the Cranbrook Institute of Science include extensive displays on geology,
paleontology, anthropology, and biology. Visitors can explore fossilized remains from prehistoric
eras, regional minerals and rocks, Native American artifacts, and taxidermy specimens of local
wildlife. These exhibits provide an in-depth look at the natural world and human history through
scientific lenses. The institute’s focus on Michigan’s natural environment is evident in many displays,
helping visitors connect with the local ecosystem and heritage.

Special and Traveling Exhibits

The institute regularly hosts special exhibits that bring unique scientific topics and artifacts to the
public. These traveling exhibits often focus on current scientific research, cutting-edge technology,
or global natural history themes. They serve to complement the permanent collections and provide
fresh content for repeat visitors. Special exhibits are typically accompanied by lectures, workshops,
and interactive components to deepen visitor engagement and understanding.

Planetarium and Astronomy Displays

One of the highlights of the Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI is its planetarium,
which offers captivating shows about astronomy, space exploration, and the universe. The
planetarium uses advanced projection technology to simulate the night sky and celestial phenomena.
Astronomy displays include meteorites, telescopes, and educational materials on space science.



These features make the institute a key destination for students and families interested in learning
about the cosmos.

Educational Programs and Community Outreach

Education is at the core of the Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI's mission. The
institute offers a wide array of programs designed to support STEM education, stimulate curiosity,
and encourage lifelong learning. These programs target diverse audiences, including school groups,
teachers, homeschoolers, and the general public. Community outreach initiatives extend the
institute’s impact beyond its physical location, fostering a culture of scientific inquiry throughout the
region.

School and Youth Programs

The institute provides tailored educational experiences for students from elementary through high
school. These programs include guided tours, hands-on workshops, science camps, and interactive
activities that align with state education standards. Emphasis is placed on experiential learning to
help students grasp scientific concepts and develop critical thinking skills. The Cranbrook Institute
of Science Bloomfield Hills MI collaborates with local schools to enhance science curricula and
provide resources for educators.

Adult and Family Learning

In addition to youth programs, the institute offers lectures, seminars, and family-friendly events that
encourage adults and families to explore science together. These programs cover a wide range of
topics such as environmental science, astronomy, and paleontology, often featuring guest scientists
and experts. Family science nights and themed events create opportunities for intergenerational
learning and community engagement.

Outreach and Partnerships

The Cranbrook Institute of Science actively partners with educational institutions, nonprofits, and
community organizations to extend its educational reach. Outreach programs include mobile science
exhibits, outreach visits to schools, and collaborative projects that promote science literacy. These
efforts ensure that the institute’s educational resources are accessible to underserved populations
and foster inclusive participation in science.

Visitor Information and Amenities

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI is designed to provide a comfortable and
informative experience for all visitors. Its location within the Cranbrook Educational Community
offers a scenic and culturally rich setting. The institute’s facilities are equipped to accommodate
individuals, families, school groups, and tourists seeking a comprehensive science education
experience. Practical visitor information helps guests plan their visits effectively.



Hours of Operation and Admission

The institute maintains regular hours throughout the year, with variations for holidays and special
events. Admission fees are structured to be affordable, with discounts for seniors, children, and
members. Special pricing is often available for school groups and community organizations. Visitors
are encouraged to check the institute’s schedule for planetarium showtimes and exhibit availability.

Facilities and Accessibility

The facility is fully accessible to individuals with disabilities, featuring ramps, elevators, and
accessible restrooms. The institute provides amenities such as a gift shop, a café, and comfortable
seating areas. Parking is available on site, with accommodations for buses and groups. Signage and
information desks assist visitors in navigating the exhibits and programs.

Visitor Tips and Recommendations

To maximize the experience at the Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI, visitors are
advised to:

¢ Allow at least two to three hours to explore exhibits and attend planetarium shows.
e Check the schedule for special events and temporary exhibits.

 Participate in guided tours or educational workshops if available.

e Bring children for interactive and family-oriented activities.

e Plan visits during weekdays or off-peak hours for a less crowded experience.

Research and Scientific Contributions

The Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI is not only a museum but also an active
center for scientific research. Its staff includes researchers and curators who contribute to various
fields such as paleontology, ecology, and geology. The institute’s collections support ongoing
scientific studies and serve as valuable resources for scholars and students. Research conducted
here advances knowledge and informs public education efforts.

Paleontological Research

The institute has a strong reputation for its paleontological collections and research projects.
Scientists at Cranbrook investigate fossil specimens that provide insights into prehistoric life and
evolutionary history. Collaborative efforts with universities and museums have led to significant
discoveries and publications. Exhibits often showcase these research findings, linking academic
work with public education.



Environmental and Ecological Studies

Environmental research at the institute focuses on Michigan’s natural habitats and biodiversity.
Studies on local flora and fauna contribute to conservation efforts and environmental awareness.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science Bloomfield Hills MI frequently participates in community-based
projects aimed at protecting regional ecosystems and promoting sustainable practices.

Scientific Publications and Conferences

Researchers affiliated with the institute publish their work in scientific journals and present at
conferences. The institute also hosts lectures and symposiums that facilitate knowledge exchange
among scientists, educators, and the public. These activities underscore the Cranbrook Institute of
Science’s role as a vital hub for scientific inquiry and dissemination in Michigan and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cranbrook Institute of Science in Bloomfield Hills,
MI?

The Cranbrook Institute of Science is a natural history museum and science education center
located in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, offering exhibits, programs, and events focused on science and
natural history.

What exhibits can I see at the Cranbrook Institute of Science?

The Cranbrook Institute of Science features a variety of exhibits including dinosaur fossils, gems and
minerals, Native American artifacts, Michigan wildlife dioramas, and interactive science displays.

Are there any special events or programs at Cranbrook
Institute of Science?

Yes, the Institute hosts special events such as science workshops, summer camps, guest lectures,
and family-friendly activities throughout the year.

What are the admission fees for the Cranbrook Institute of
Science?

Admission fees vary, but generally include prices for adults, seniors, students, and children. It’s best
to check the official Cranbrook Institute of Science website for the most current pricing.

Is the Cranbrook Institute of Science suitable for children?

Yes, the Institute offers many interactive exhibits and educational programs designed specifically for
children of all ages, making it a family-friendly destination.



What are the hours of operation for the Cranbrook Institute of
Science?

The Cranbrook Institute of Science typically operates Tuesday through Sunday, with varying hours.
It is closed on Mondays. Visitors should check the official website for current hours and holiday
closures.

Can I host a private event or birthday party at the Cranbrook
Institute of Science?

Yes, the Institute offers rental spaces for private events, including birthday parties, corporate
events, and group tours. Reservations can be made through their events department.

Is parking available at the Cranbrook Institute of Science?

Yes, there is ample free parking available on-site for visitors to the Cranbrook Institute of Science.

How can I support or become a member of the Cranbrook
Institute of Science?

You can support the Institute by becoming a member, donating, or volunteering. Membership offers
benefits such as free admission, discounts on programs, and invitations to special events.
Information is available on their official website.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Cranbrook Institute of Science: A Journey Through Nature and Discovery

This book offers an in-depth look at the Cranbrook Institute of Science, highlighting its history,
exhibits, and educational programs. Readers will explore the diverse natural history collections and
learn about the institute's role in promoting science education in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
[ustrated with photographs and expert insights, it is a perfect guide for visitors and science
enthusiasts alike.

2. The Natural Wonders of Cranbrook: Science and Education in Bloomfield Hills

Focusing on the natural history and science exhibits at Cranbrook, this book dives into the
fascinating specimens and interactive displays that captivate visitors. It also discusses the institute’s
commitment to community outreach and its impact on local science education. The narrative
combines scientific facts with engaging storytelling, making it accessible to all ages.

3. Cranbrook Institute of Science: Bridging Art, Science, and Innovation

Highlighting the unique integration of art and science at Cranbrook, this book explores how the
institute fosters creativity alongside scientific inquiry. It covers the architectural design of the
building, the art installations, and the innovative approaches to exhibit curation. Readers gain an
appreciation for how Cranbrook inspires innovation through multidisciplinary collaboration.

4. A History of Cranbrook Institute of Science: From Vision to Reality
This volume traces the origins and development of the Cranbrook Institute of Science, chronicling



the vision of its founders and its growth over the decades. It includes archival photographs, personal
stories, and milestones that shaped the institute. The book serves as a valuable resource for
historians and those interested in Michigan’s cultural institutions.

5. Discovering Michigan’s Biodiversity at Cranbrook Institute of Science

Focusing on Michigan'’s rich biodiversity, this book highlights the local flora and fauna featured in
Cranbrook’s exhibits. It provides detailed descriptions and scientific context for many species native
to the region, emphasizing conservation efforts and ecological education promoted by the institute.
Educational and visually engaging, it is ideal for nature lovers.

6. Interactive Science Learning at Cranbrook Institute of Science

This book explores the interactive exhibits and hands-on learning opportunities at Cranbrook,
showcasing how the institute engages visitors in active scientific discovery. It discusses educational
programs for children and adults, emphasizing experiential learning and STEM education. The book
underscores Cranbrook’s role as a leader in informal science education.

7. Cranbrook Institute of Science: A Center for Astronomy and Space Exploration

Delving into the astronomy exhibits and planetarium at Cranbrook, this book reveals how the
institute brings the cosmos closer to the community. It covers the history of the planetarium,
astronomy programs, and the latest space science research featured at the institute. Readers are
invited to explore the wonders of the universe through Cranbrook’s lens.

8. Behind the Scenes at Cranbrook Institute of Science: Curators and Collections

Offering a behind-the-scenes look, this book introduces readers to the dedicated curators, scientists,
and educators who maintain Cranbrook’s extensive collections. It details the processes of specimen
acquisition, preservation, and research. The book provides an insider perspective on the challenges
and triumphs of running a science museum.

9. Cranbrook Institute of Science for Families: Engaging Young Minds in Bloomfield Hills

Designed for families, this book highlights programs, activities, and exhibits at Cranbrook that foster
curiosity and learning among children. It includes tips for planning visits, educational resources, and
stories from families who have experienced the institute. The book emphasizes the importance of
science education in early childhood development and community engagement.
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cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Along the Huron , 1999 Explores the
thirteen natural areas along the Huron River in Ann Arbor, Michigan

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: 1980 National Science Foundation
Authorization United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science and Technology.
Subcommittee on Science, Research, and Technology, 1979

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: H.R. 4726--the Opportunities in
Science & Technology Act of 1992 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology. Subcommittee on Science, 1992 The hearing reported in this document
focused on H.R. 4726, a bill concerned with improving the facilities and instructional equipment
available at science-technology centers, two-year colleges, and other non-profit institutions engaged
in informal and formal education in science and technology. Witnesses from three agencies (National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, National Science Foundation, and Department of Energy)
charged with implementing and administering the bill described how the new program relates to
their agencies' current educational activities and provided an assessment of the likelihood of the bill
achieving its objectives. (PR)

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Educating Americans for the 21st
Century National Science Board (U.S.). Commission on Precollege Education in Mathematics,
Science, and Technology, 1983

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Educating Americans for the 21st
Century: A report to the American people and the National Science Board National Science Board
(U.S.). Commission on Precollege Education in Mathematics, Science, and Technology, 1983 Leading
experts in the fields of science, mathematics and education present a plan for improving
mathematics, science and technology education for all American elementary and secondary students
so that their achievement is the best in the world by 1995. The Commission believes that while
individual American schools and students excel in science and mathematics, the average American
student is said to need a much firmer grounding at the elementary and secondary school levels. It
notes that the most serious problem is a severe shortage of qualified teachers. Makes a number of
recommendations and calls for stronger leadership on this issue through such means as a National
Education Council reporting to the President.

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Freshwater Algae of North America John
D. Wehr, Robert G. Sheath, J. Patrick Kociolek, 2015-06-05 Freshwater Algae of North America:
Ecology and Classification, Second Edition is an authoritative and practical treatise on the
classification, biodiversity, and ecology of all known genera of freshwater algae from North America.
The book provides essential taxonomic and ecological information about one of the most diverse and
ubiquitous groups of organisms on earth. This single volume brings together experts on all the
groups of algae that occur in fresh waters (also soils, snow, and extreme inland environments). In
the decade since the first edition, there has been an explosion of new information on the
classification, ecology, and biogeography of many groups of algae, with the use of molecular
techniques and renewed interest in biological diversity. Accordingly, this new edition covers updated
classification information of most algal groups and the reassignment of many genera and species, as
well as new research on harmful algal blooms. - Extensive and complete - Describes every genus of
freshwater algae known from North America, with an analytical dichotomous key, descriptions of
diagnostic features, and at least one image of every genus. - Full-color images throughout provide
superb visual examples of freshwater algae - Updated Environmental Issues and Classifications,
including new information on harmful algal blooms (HAB) - Fully revised introductory chapters,
including new topics on biodiversity, and taste and odor problems - Updated to reflect the rapid
advances in algal classification and taxonomy due to the widespread use of DNA technologies

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: National Environmental Education
Act United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Environment and Public Works, 1990

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Educating Americans for the 21st




Century: Source materials National Science Board (U.S.). Commission on Precollege Education in
Mathematics, Science, and Technology, 1983

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: The Earth Observer, 1994

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Michigan Trees, Revised and Updated
Burton V. Barnes, Warren H. Wagner, 2004-01-28 The number-one book for tree identification in
Michigan and the Great Lakes

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Newsletter, East Asian Art and
Archaeology, 1977

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Michigan Rocks & Minerals Dan R.
Lynch, Bob Lynch, 2010-07-19 Get this must-have guide for Michigan, featuring full-color
photographs and information to help you identify rocks and minerals. Identify and collect rocks and
minerals with the perfect guide to the Great Lake State! With this famous field guide by Dan R.
Lynch and Bob Lynch, field identification is simple and informative. The book features
comprehensive entries for 96 rocks and minerals, from common rocks to rare finds. That means
you’re more likely to identify what you’ve found. The authors know rocks and took their own
full-color photographs to depict the detail needed for identification—no more guessing from line
drawings. The field guide’s easy-to-use format helps you to quickly find what you need to know and
where to look. Inside you’ll find: 96 specimens: Only Michigan rocks and minerals Quick
Identification Guide: Identify rocks and minerals by color and common characteristics
Range/occurrence maps: See where each specimen is commonly found Professional photos: Crisp,
stunning images Michigan Rocks & Minerals includes beautiful photography, relevant information,
and the authors’ expert insights. With this book in hand, identifying and collecting is fun and
informative!

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Constructing Race Tracy Teslow,
2014-07-21 Constructing Race helps unravel the complicated and intertwined history of race and
science in America. Tracy Teslow explores how physical anthropologists in the twentieth century
struggled to understand the complexity of human physical and cultural variation, and how their
theories were disseminated to the public through art, museum exhibitions, books, and pamphlets. In
their attempts to explain the history and nature of human peoples, anthropologists persistently saw
both race and culture as critical components. This is at odds with a broadly accepted account that
suggests racial science was fully rejected by scientists and the public following World War II. This
book offers a corrective, showing that both race and culture informed how anthropologists and the
public understood human variation from 1900 through the decades following the war. The book
offers new insights into the work of Franz Boas, Ruth Benedict, and Ashley Montagu, as well as less
well-known figures, including Harry Shapiro, Gene Weltfish, and Henry Field.

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: The Forests of Michigan, Revised Ed.
Donald I. Dickmann, Larry A. Leefers, 2016-07-19 Completely revised and updated, this new edition
of The Forests of Michigan takes a comprehensive look at the natural history, ecology, management,
economic importance, and use of the rich and varied forests that cover about half of Michigan's 36.3
million acres. The book explores how the forests regrew after the great Wisconsin glacier began to
recede over 12,000 years ago, and how they recovered from the onslaught of unrestrained logging
and wildfire that, beginning in the mid-1800s, virtually wiped them out. The emphasis of the book is
on long-term efforts to sustain the state’s forests, with a view of sustainability that builds not only
upon the lessons learned from native peoples' attitude and use of trees, but also on the latest
scientific principles of forest ecology and management. Generously illustrated and written in an
engaging style, The Forests of Michigan sees the forest and the trees, offering both education and
delight.

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Naturally Animated Architecture: Using
The Movements Of The Sun, Wind, And Rain To Bring Indoor Spaces And Sustainable Practices To
Life Kevin Nute, 2018-09-14 This video-augmented book explains how the natural movements of the
sun, wind and rain can be used to improve the well-being of people in buildings and raise awareness




of sustainable living practices. In demonstrating how buildings can be designed to reconcile their
traditional role as shelter from the elements with the active inclusion of their movement, the book
shows how, in the process of separating us from the extremes of the natural world, architecture can
also be a means of reconnecting us with nature.Related Link(s)

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Living with Strangers David G. McCrady,
2009-09-11 In The Pension Fund Revolution, originally published nearly two decades ago under the
title The Unseen Revolution, Drucker reports that institutional investors, especially pension funds,
have become the controlling owners of America's large companies, the country's only capitalists. He
maintains that the shift began in 1952 with the establishment of the first modern pension fund by
General Motors. By 1960 it had become so obvious that a group of young men decided to found a
stock-exchange firm catering exclusively to these new investors. Ten years later this firm
(Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette) became the most successful, and one of the biggest, Wall Street
firms. Drucker's argument, that through pension funds ownership of the means of production had
become socialized without becoming nationalized, was unacceptable to the conventional wisdom of
the country in the 1970s. Even less acceptable was the second theme of the book: the aging of
America. Among the predictions made by Drucker in The Pension Fund Revolution are: that a major
health care issue would be longevity; that pensions and social security would be central to American
economy and society; that the retirement age would have to be extended; and that altogether
American politics would increasingly be dominated by middle-class issues and the values of elderly
people. While readers of the original edition found these conclusions hard to accept, Drucker's work
has proven to be prescient. In the new epilogue, Drucker discusses how the increasing dominance of
pension funds represents one of the most startling power shifts in economic history, and he
examines their present-day Impact. The Pension Fund Revolution is now considered a classic text
regarding the effects of pension fund ownership on the governance of the American corporation and
on the structure of the American economy altogether. The reissuing of this book is more timely now
than ever. It provides a wealth of information for sociologists, economists, and political theorists.

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: Political Spirituality for a Century of
Water Wars James W. Perkinson, 2019-04-11 This book offers resources for re-imagining the
biblical vision of water for a time quickly emerging as “the century of water wars.” It takes its
urgency from the author’s 5-year activist engagement with a grass-roots-led social movement,
pushing back on Detroit water shutoffs as global climate crises intensify. Concerned with both white
supremacist “biopolitics” and continuing settler colonial reliance on the Doctrine of Christian
Discovery, and beholden to an interreligious methodology of “crossing over and coming back,” the
text creatively re-reads the biblical tradition under tutelage to the mythologies and practices of
various indigenous cultures (Algonquian/Huron, Haitian/Vodouisant, and Celtic/Norman) whose
embrace of water is animate and spiritual as well as political and communal. Not enough, today,
merely to engage the political battle over water rights, however; indigenous wisdom and biblical
prophecy alike insist that recovery of water spirituality is central to a sustainable future.

cranbrook institute of science bloomfield hills mi: The Archaeology of Maritime
Landscapes Ben Ford, 2011-05-21 Maritime cultural landscapes are collections of submerged
archaeological sites, or combinations of terrestrial and submerged sites that reflect the relationship
between humans and the water. These landscapes can range in size from a single beach to an entire
coastline and can include areas of terrestrial sites now inundated as well as underwater sites that
are now desiccated. However, what binds all of these sites together is the premise that each aspect
of the landscape -cultural, political, environmental, technological, and physical - is interrelated and
can not be understood without reference to the others. In this maritime cultural landscape approach,
individual sites are treated as features within the larger landscape and the interpretation of single
sites add to a larger analysis of a region or culture. This approach provides physical and theoretical
links between terrestrial and underwater archaeology as well as prehistoric and historic
archaeology; consequently, providing a framework for integrating such diverse topics as trade,
resource procurement, habitation, industrial production, and warfare into a holistic study of the



past. Landscape studies foster broader perspectives and approaches, extending the study of
maritime cultures beyond the shoreline. Despite this potential, the archaeological study of maritime
landscapes is a relatively untried approach with many questions regarding the methods and
perspectives needed to effectively analyze these landscapes. The chapters in this volume, which
include contributions from the United States, the United Kingdom, Norway, and Australia, address
many of the theoretical and methodological questions surrounding maritime cultural landscapes. The
authors comprise established scholars as well as archaeologists at the beginning of their careers,
providing a healthy balance of experience and innovation. The chapters also demonstrate parity
between method and theory, where the varying interpretations of culture and space are given equal
weight with the challenges of investigating both wet and dry sites across large areas.
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