
craze of late 2000 politics
craze of late 2000 politics marked a significant period in modern political history characterized by
heightened public engagement, rapid media evolution, and pivotal election events. This era saw the
rise of new political strategies, the expansion of digital campaigning, and increased voter activism.
The late 2000s politics reflected a shift in how political discourse was conducted, with social media
beginning to play an influential role. Key moments such as the 2008 U.S. presidential election brought
unprecedented attention to political processes and candidates. This article explores the various facets
of the craze of late 2000 politics, including the impact of technology, major political events, and the
transformation of political campaigns. It also examines the cultural and social dynamics that fueled
political enthusiasm during this time. The following sections provide a detailed analysis of these
elements, offering insights into a transformative period in political engagement and communication.

Technological Advancements and Political Campaigning

Major Political Events of the Late 2000s

Media Influence on Politics

Social Movements and Voter Activism

Impact on Future Political Strategies

Technological Advancements and Political Campaigning
The craze of late 2000 politics was significantly driven by technological innovations that reshaped
political campaigns. The emergence of social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube
introduced new channels for politicians to communicate directly with voters. This digital
transformation enabled campaigns to reach wider audiences more efficiently and engage younger
demographics previously less involved in politics.

Rise of Social Media in Politics
Social media became a critical tool for political messaging, fundraising, and organizing grassroots
movements. Campaigns utilized targeted advertisements and viral content to influence public opinion
and mobilize supporters. The 2008 U.S. presidential election is often cited as the first major political
event to leverage social media extensively, setting a precedent for future elections worldwide.

Data Analytics and Microtargeting
Advances in data analytics allowed campaign teams to segment voters more precisely and tailor
messages to specific groups. Microtargeting strategies increased voter turnout by addressing the
unique concerns of different demographics. This approach enhanced the efficiency of campaign



resources and personalized political communication, contributing to the craze of late 2000 politics.

Major Political Events of the Late 2000s
The late 2000s were marked by several key political events that captured public attention and
intensified political engagement. These events not only shaped domestic policies but also influenced
international relations and global perceptions of democracy.

2008 U.S. Presidential Election
The 2008 election was a landmark event featuring Barack Obama’s historic campaign and eventual
victory as the first African American president of the United States. The election garnered massive
media coverage and public interest, driven by innovative campaign techniques and the nation’s
desire for change amid economic uncertainty.

Global Financial Crisis and Political Response
The financial crisis of 2007-2008 tested government policies and political leadership worldwide.
Political debates centered on economic recovery plans, regulation reforms, and social safety nets. The
crisis heightened public scrutiny of political institutions and economic management, adding to the
heightened political fervor of the late 2000s.

International Political Developments
During this period, significant international events such as the expansion of the European Union,
shifts in Middle Eastern politics, and global security concerns influenced political discourse. These
developments contributed to the global scope of political interest and activism characteristic of the
late 2000s.

Media Influence on Politics
The role of traditional and new media was crucial in shaping public perceptions and the political
landscape during the craze of late 2000 politics. Media outlets evolved to cover politics more
dynamically, often blending entertainment with news to attract larger audiences.

24-Hour News Cycle and Political Coverage
The proliferation of 24-hour news networks intensified the speed and volume of political information
dissemination. Continuous coverage increased public exposure to political debates, scandals, and
policymaking processes, contributing to greater political awareness and engagement among citizens.



Emergence of Political Blogs and Citizen Journalism
The rise of political blogs and citizen journalism democratized information sharing and provided
alternative perspectives to mainstream media narratives. These platforms allowed for more diverse
political discourse and grassroots mobilization, reinforcing the craze of late 2000 politics.

Social Movements and Voter Activism
Heightened political enthusiasm during the late 2000s was also characterized by increased social
movements and voter participation. Various groups leveraged new communication tools and political
opportunities to push for change and influence policy.

Grassroots Organizing and Mobilization
Grassroots campaigns became more effective through online organizing, enabling rapid response and
coordination across large populations. These movements focused on issues such as healthcare
reform, environmental protection, and social justice, energizing a broad base of activists.

Youth Engagement and Voter Turnout
The late 2000s saw a surge in youth political engagement, partly driven by the accessibility of
information and the inspiring candidacies of new political figures. Increased voter turnout among
younger demographics marked a significant shift in political participation patterns.

Impact on Future Political Strategies
The craze of late 2000 politics established new norms and strategies that continue to influence
contemporary political campaigns and governance. The integration of technology, media, and
grassroots activism has become standard practice in modern politics.

Legacy of Digital Campaigning
Digital tools developed during this period have evolved but remain central to political communication
and voter engagement. Campaigns now routinely employ social media, data analytics, and online
fundraising as foundational elements of their strategies.

Transformation in Political Communication
The personalization and immediacy of political messaging initiated in the late 2000s have persisted,
shaping how politicians connect with constituents and manage public relations. This transformation
has also increased the demand for transparency and accountability in political processes.



Use of social media for real-time communication

Targeted advertising based on voter data

Enhanced grassroots and community engagement

Greater emphasis on visual and viral content

Integration of multimedia platforms for broader reach

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contributed to the political craze in the late
2000s?
The political craze in the late 2000s was driven by significant events such as the 2008 financial crisis,
the election of Barack Obama as the first African American president, and the rise of social media
platforms that increased political engagement and activism.

How did social media influence politics in the late 2000s?
Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter became crucial tools for political communication,
mobilization, and activism, allowing politicians to reach younger audiences and enabling grassroots
movements to gain momentum quickly.

What role did the 2008 US presidential election play in the
political enthusiasm of the late 2000s?
The 2008 US presidential election sparked unprecedented excitement due to Barack Obama's historic
candidacy and message of change, which inspired increased voter turnout and political participation,
especially among young and minority voters.

Which political issues dominated the late 2000s political
landscape?
Key political issues during the late 2000s included the economic recession and recovery efforts,
health care reform, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, climate change, and debates over immigration
policy.

How did youth engagement in politics change during the late
2000s?
Youth engagement increased significantly as younger generations became more involved through
online activism, volunteering for campaigns, and participating in protests, driven by a desire for



change and better representation.

What lasting impacts did the political craze of the late 2000s
have on modern politics?
The late 2000s political craze led to the normalization of digital campaigning, greater emphasis on
grassroots organizing, increased political polarization, and a more active and informed electorate that
continues to shape political dynamics today.

Additional Resources
1. The Rise of Populism: Politics in the Late 2000s
This book explores the surge of populist movements around the world during the late 2000s,
analyzing the socio-economic factors that fueled widespread political dissatisfaction. It examines key
figures and parties that capitalized on this craze, reshaping traditional political landscapes. The
author also discusses the implications for democracy and governance in the years that followed.

2. Digital Revolution and Political Change: The 2000s Online Craze
Focusing on the transformative impact of social media and digital communication, this book delves
into how the internet redefined political campaigns and grassroots activism in the late 2000s. It
highlights landmark events where digital platforms played a crucial role in mobilizing voters and
spreading political messages. The narrative captures the early challenges and opportunities of online
political engagement.

3. Global Financial Crisis and Political Upheaval
This volume investigates the political consequences of the 2008 global financial crisis, detailing how
economic turmoil sparked widespread protests and demanded policy shifts. It covers the responses of
various governments and the rise of new political actors advocating for reform. The book provides a
comprehensive look at the intersection of economics and politics during a tumultuous period.

4. The Obama Effect: Transforming American Politics
Chronicling Barack Obama’s historic 2008 presidential campaign and subsequent presidency, this
book analyzes how his message of hope and change captivated a diverse electorate. It explores the
innovative campaign strategies and the cultural significance of his election amid the political climate
of the late 2000s. The author also reflects on the lasting impact of Obama’s tenure on U.S. politics.

5. Climate Change and Political Activism in the 2000s
This book examines the growing political attention to climate change during the late 2000s,
spotlighting the surge in activism and policy debates around environmental issues. It discusses
international agreements and national policies that emerged in response to increasing public concern.
The narrative delves into how environmental politics became a central theme in the era’s political
discourse.

6. The Tea Party Movement: Grassroots Conservatism Emerges
Detailing the origins and rise of the Tea Party movement in the United States, this book analyzes how
grassroots conservatism challenged the political establishment in the late 2000s. It explores the
movement’s ideology, key events, and influence on Republican Party dynamics. The author provides
insight into the broader implications for American political polarization.



7. Election 2008: A Turning Point in Global Politics
This book offers a global perspective on the political shifts surrounding the 2008 elections in various
countries, reflecting on how these contests mirrored broader trends of change and uncertainty. It
compares electoral strategies, voter behavior, and outcomes that defined the late 2000s political
landscape. The analysis underscores the interconnectedness of national politics during this period.

8. Media Frenzy: Politics and the 24-Hour News Cycle
Exploring the evolving relationship between politics and media, this book highlights how the 24-hour
news cycle intensified political coverage and public engagement in the late 2000s. It discusses the
challenges politicians faced in managing constant media scrutiny and the role of sensationalism in
shaping public opinion. The work also addresses the implications for political transparency and
accountability.

9. Youth Movements and Political Engagement in the Late 2000s
This book investigates the increasing involvement of young people in politics during the late 2000s,
driven by a mix of social issues and technological connectivity. It charts the rise of youth-led
campaigns, protests, and online activism that influenced policy debates. The author emphasizes the
significance of this demographic’s energy and innovation in transforming political participation.
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  craze of late 2000 politics: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History Nancy
Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an understanding of
the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the present. Entries
cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and language. Why could hula
hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the 1950s? What murdered
Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in 1914? This book
answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most captivating trends that
have defined American popular culture since before the country began. Entries are well-researched
and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful historical overview of the
decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in common with the past. It also
contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography, plus suggestions for further
reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will enjoy discovering trends
through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Politics of Caribbean Cyberculture C. Best, 2008-01-21 This
book covers significant new ground, examining the impact and imprint of new leading technology on
a range of popular expressions. This technology includes the internet, the computer, the cell phone,
television, and radio, among others. Best argues that Caribbean culture has gone wireless, virtual,
and simulated in the age of the machines.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Politics of Narcotic Drugs Julia Buxton, 2011-04-06 The
Politics of Narcotic Drugs brings together leading experts on the drugs trade to provide an
accessible yet detailed analysis of the multiple challenges that the contemporary trade in narcotic
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drugs and its prohibition pose, from the local to the international community. Through the use of
country and regional case studies that include Afghanistan, Mexico, Colombia and the Middle East,
the drivers of the drugs trade and the security and development dilemmas created by the prohibition
of narcotic substances are explored. Contributions that assess the international drug control regime,
British anti-drug enforcement organizations, 'narcoterrorism' and options for drug policy reform
engage readers in current debates and the narrative frameworks that shape discussion of the drugs
issue. The book is an invaluable guide to the dynamic and far-reaching issue of narcotic drugs and
the impact of their prohibition on our countries and communities. The chapters are followed by an
A-Z glossary of key terms, issues and organizations, and a section of maps and statistics.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Political Economy of Indigo in India, 1580-1930 Ghulam
A. Nadri, 2016-07-11 In The Political Economy of Indigo in India, 1580-1930: A Global Perspective
Ghulam A. Nadri explores the dynamics of the indigo industry and trade from a long-term
perspective and examines the local and global forces that affected the potentialities of production in
India and elsewhere and caused periods of boom and slump in the industry. Using the commodity
chains conceptual framework he examines the stages in the trajectory of indigo from production to
consumption. Nadri shows convincingly that the growth or decline in indigo production and trade in
India was a part of the global processes of production, trade, and consumption and that indigo as a
global commodity was embedded in the politics of empire and colonial expansion.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Barack Obama and the Future of American Politics Paul Street,
2015-12-22 Many Americans believe Barak Obama represents a hopeful future for America. But does
he also reflect the American politics of the past? This book offers the broadest and best-informed
understanding on the meaning of the Obama phenomenon to date. Paul Street was on the ground
throughout the Iowa campaign, and his stories of the rising Obama phenomenon are poignant. Yet
the author's background in American political history allows him to explore the deeper meanings of
Obama's remarkable political career. He looks at Obama in relation to contemporary issues of class,
race, war, and empire. He considers Obama in the context of our nation's political history, with
comparisons to FDR, JFK, Bill Clinton, and other leaders. Street finds that the Obama persona,
crafted by campaign consultants and filtered through dominant media trends, masks the change
candidate's adherence to long-prevailing power structures and party doctrines. He shows how
American political culture has produced misperceptions by the electorate of Obama's positions and
values. Obama is no magical exception to the narrow-spectrum electoral system and ideological
culture that have done so much to define and limit the American political tradition. Yet the author
suggests key ways in which Obama potentially advances democratic transformation. Street makes
recommendations on how citizens can productively respond to and act upon Obama's influence and
the broader historical and social forces that have produced his celebrity and relevance. He also lays
out a real agenda for change for the new presidential administration, one that addresses the recent
failures of democratic politics.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Political Economy of News in China Jesse Owen
Hearns-Branaman, 2014-12-24 The Political Economy of News in China: Manufacturing Harmony is
the first full-scale application of Herman and Chomsky’s classic propaganda model to the news
media content of a country with a system that is not outwardly similar to the United States. Jesse
Owen Hearns-Branaman examines the news media of the People’s Republic of China using the five
filters of the original model. He asks provocative questions concerning the nature of media
ownership, the effect of government or private ownership on media content, the elite-centered
nature news sourcing patterns, the benefits and costs of having active special interest groups to
influence news coverage, the continued usefulness of the concepts of censorship and propaganda,
the ability of advertisers to indirectly influence news production, and the potential increase of
pro-capitalist, pro-consumerist ideology and nationalism in Chinese news media. This book will
appeal to scholars of international media and journalism.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Construction Industry Advance and Change Michael Anson, Yat
Hung Chiang, Patrick Lam, Jianfu Shen, 2021-11-10 Construction Industry Advance and Change:



Progress in Eight Asian Economies since 1995 describes construction industry progress between
1995 and 2019, sharing information and context needed to appreciate the nature of construction
industries and the factors affecting industry output performance.
  craze of late 2000 politics: New Modern Chinese Women and Gender Politics Chen Ya-chen,
2014-07-11 The past century witnessed dramatic changes in the lives of modern Chinese women and
gender politics. Whilst some revolutionary actions to rectify the feudalist patriarchy, such as
foot-binding and polygyny were first seen in the late Qing period; the termination of the Qing
Dynasty and establishment of Republican China in 1911-1912 initiated truly nation-wide
constitutional reform alongside increasing gender egalitarianism. This book traces the radical
changes in gender politics in China, and the way in which the lives, roles and status of Chinese
women have been transformed over the last one hundred years. In doing so, it highlights three
distinctive areas of development for modern Chinese women and gender politics: first, women’s
equal rights, freedom, careers, and images about their modernized femininity; second, Chinese
women’s overseas experiences and accomplishments; and third, advances in Chinese gender politics
of non-heterosexuality and same-sex concerns. This book takes a multi-disciplinary approach,
drawing on film, history, literature, and personal experience. As such, it will be of huge interest to
students and scholars of Chinese culture and society, women's studies, gender studies and gender
politics.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Black Sexual Politics Patricia Hill Collins, 2004-08-02 In Black
Sexual Politics, one of America's most influential writers on race and gender explores how images of
Black sexuality have been used to maintain the color line and how they threaten to spread a new
brand of racism around the world today.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Political Economy of Microfinance Philip Mader, 2016-01-12
According to the author, rather than alleviating poverty, microfinance financialises poverty. By
indebting poor people in the Global South, it drives financial expansion and opens new lands of
opportunity for the crisis-ridden global capital markets. This book raises fundamental concerns
about this widely-celebrated tool for social development.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Yo' Mama, Mary Mack, and Boudreaux and Thibodeaux Jeanne
Pitre Soileau, 2016-12-14 Winner of the 2018 Chicago Folklore Prize and Winner of the 2018 Opie
Prize Jeanne Soileau, a teacher in New Orleans and south Louisiana for more than forty years,
examines how children’s folklore, especially among African Americans, has changed. From the
tumult of integration to the present, her experience afforded unique opportunities to observe
children as they played. With integration in New Orleans during the 1960s, Soileau notes how
children began to play with one another almost immediately. Children taught each other play
routines, chants, jokes, jump-rope rhymes, cheers, taunts, and teases—all the folk games that
happen in normal play on the street and playground. When adults—the judges and attorneys, the
parents, and the politicians—haggled and shouted, children began to hold hands in a circle, fall
down together to “Ring around the Rosie,” and tease each other in new and creative ways.
Children’s ability to adapt can be seen not only in their response to social change, but in how they
adopt and utilize pop culture and technology. Vast technological changes in the last third of the
twentieth century influenced the way children sang, danced, played, and interacted. Soileau catalogs
these changes and studies how games evolve and transform as much as they are preserved. She
includes several topics of study: oral narratives and songs, jokes and tales, and teasing formulae
gleaned from mostly African American sources. Because much of the field work took place on public
school playgrounds, this body of oral narratives remains of particular interest to teachers, folklorists,
linguists, and those who study play. In the end, Soileau shows that despite the restrictions of
air-conditioning, shorter recess periods, ever-increasing hours of television watching, the growing
popularity of video games, and carefully scripted after-school activities, many children in south
Louisiana sustain traditional games. At the same time, they invent varied and clever new ones. As
Soileau observes, children strive through their folk play to learn how to fit into a rapidly changing
society.



  craze of late 2000 politics: The New Cambridge History of Japan: Volume 3, The Modern
Japanese Nation and Empire, c.1868 to the Twenty-First Century Laura Hein, 2023-06-08 This
major new volume presents innovative recent scholarship on Japan's modern history, including its
imperial past and transregional entanglements. An international team of leading scholars offer
accessible and thought-provoking essays that present an expansive global vision of the archipelago's
history from c. 1868 to the twenty-first century. Japan was the first non-Western society to become a
modern nation and empire, to industrialize, and to deliver a high standard of living to virtually all its
citizens, capturing international attention ever since. These Japanese efforts to reshape global
hierarchies powered a variety of debates and conflicts, both at home and with people and places
beyond Japan's shores. Drawing on the latest Japanese and English-language scholarship, this
volume highlights Japan's distinctive and fast-changing history.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Performance and Politics in Tanzania Laura Edmondson,
2007-07-20 In Performance and Politics in Tanzania, Laura Edmondson examines how politics, social
values, and gender are expressed on stage. Now a disappearing tradition, Tanzanian popular theatre
integrates comic sketches, acrobatics, melodrama, song, and dance to produce lively commentaries
on what it means to be Tanzanian. These dynamic shows invite improvisation and spontaneous and
raucous audience participation as they explore popular sentiments. Edmondson asserts that these
performances overturn the boundary between official and popular art and offer a new way of
thinking about African popular culture. She discusses how the blurring of state agendas and local
desires presents a charged environment for the exploration of Tanzanian political and social
realities: What is the meaning of democracy and who gets to define it? Who is in power, and how is
power exposed or concealed? What is the role of tradition in a postsocialist state? How will the
future of the nation be negotiated? This engaging book provides important insight into the
complexity of popular forms of expression during a time of political and social change in East Africa.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Television in Post-Reform China Ying Zhu, 2013-01-11 This
book explores the political, economic, and cultural forces, locally and globally that have shaped the
evolution of Chinese primetime television dramas, and the way that these dramas in turn have
actively engaged in the major intellectual and policy debates concerning the path, steps, and speed
of China’s economic and political modernization during the post-Deng Xiaoping era. It intertwines
the evolution of Chinese television drama particularly with the ascendance of the Chinese New Left
that favors a recentralization of state authority and an alternative path towards China’s
modernization and China’s current administration’s call for building a harmonious society. Two
types of serial drama are highlighted in this regard, the politically provocative dynasty drama and
the culturally ambiguous domestic drama. The book also provides cross-cultural comparisons that
parallel the textual and institutional strategies of transnational Chinese language TV dramas with
dramas from the three leading centers of transnational television production, the US, Brazil and
Mexico in Latin America, and the Korean-led East Asia region. The comparison reveals creative
connections while it also explores how the emergence of a Chinese cultural-linguistic market,
together with other cultural-linguistic markets, complicates the power dynamics of global cultural
flows.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Money Anxiety Dan Geller , 2013-12-02 This is a behavioral
economics book showing readers how money anxiety impacts consumer financial behavior and the
economy. The book demonstrates the impact of financial anxiety on retail sales and bank savings.
When money anxiety increases, consumers save more and spend less, which pushes the economy
into a recession. Conversely, when money anxiety decreases, consumers save less and spend more,
which expands the economy. Business and financial people will gain from this knowledge by
reducing their expenses during times of high money anxiety, and increasing their revenues during
times of low money anxiety. They will be able to measure the real price elasticity of demand for their
products and services, and reducing the risk associated with their financial decisions. This book
references scientific research and empirical analysis conducted by Daniel Kahneman, Ph.D., Nobel
Prize recipient in economics, on thinking fast and slow; Dan Ariely, Ph.D. on irrational behavior;



Deepak Chopra, M.D. and Rudolph E. Tanzi, Ph.D. on the three major components of the human
brain; and Nassim Nicholas Taleb, Ph.D. on the impact of the highly improbable. Dr. Dan Geller
developed the Money Anxiety concept and index after observing how a combination of economic
indicators and factors impact consumers’ financial behavior. Specifically, he developed a new
segmentation method called Behavioralogy, which defines the financial behavior of consumers
during various levels of financial anxiety. Behavioralogy identified six types of financial orientation:
Mattress Money, Durable Diet, Power Play, Tiny Treats, Rate Race and Castle Craze.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Popular Music, Cultural Politics and Music Education in China
Wai-Chung Ho, 2016-12-08 While attention has been paid to various aspects of music education in
China, to date no single publication has systematically addressed the complex interplay of
sociopolitical transformations underlying the development of popular music and music education in
the multilevel culture of China. Before the implementation of the new curriculum reforms in China at
the beginning of the twenty-first century, there was neither Chinese nor Western popular music in
textbook materials. Popular culture had long been prohibited in school music education by China’s
strong revolutionary orientation, which feared ‘spiritual pollution’ by Western cultures. However,
since the early twenty-first century, education reform has attempted to help students deal with
experiences in their daily lives and has officially included learning the canon of popular music in the
music curriculum. In relation to this topic, this book analyses how social transformation and cultural
politics have affected community relations and the transmission of popular music through school
music education. Ho presents music and music education as sociopolitical constructions of
nationalism and globalization. Moreover, how popular music is received in national and global
contexts and how it affects the construction of social and musical meanings in school music
education, as well as the reformation of music education in mainland China, is discussed. Based on
the perspectives of school music teachers and students, the findings of the empirical studies in this
book address the power and potential use of popular music in school music education as a producer
and reproducer of cultural politics in the music curriculum in the mainland.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Challenge of Linear Time , 2013-10-31 The papers collected in
this volume congeal around a debate about the ways and extent of the dominance of linear time and
progressive history and the concomitant delineation of the nation in Chinese and Japanese
historiography. As China and Japan entered the global capitalist system of nation states, the Chinese
and Japanese regimes implemented a number of reforms, which resulted in transformations that
affected everyday experience. In the face of imperialism and the perceived threat of being split up,
the Meiji and late Qing governments radically reoriented policies in order to become wealthy and
powerful in the global arena. People not only began to experience time and space in new ways, but
elites also were increasingly exposed to Western theories of history and concepts of nationhood,
which became dominant. These changes contributed to the production of new types of historical
consciousness and collective identity. The essays in this volume each provide a perspective on the
complex ways in which imagining national and regional identity in East Asia were and continue to be
enmeshed with visions of time and history. This book should be of interest to all those who are
interested in nationalism, modernity in China and Japan, global capitalism and the politics of time.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Social Media Abyss Geert Lovink, 2017-09-05 Social Media Abyss
plunges into the paradoxical condition of the new digital normal versus a lived state of emergency.
There is a heightened, post-Snowden awareness; we know we are under surveillance but we click,
share, rank and remix with a perverse indifference to technologies of capture and cultures of fear.
Despite the incursion into privacy by companies like Facebook, Google and Amazon, social media
use continues to be a daily habit with shrinking gadgets now an integral part of our busy lives. We
are thrown between addiction anxiety and subliminal, obsessive use. Where does art, culture and
criticism venture when the digital vanishes into the background? Geert Lovink strides into the
frenzied social media debate with Social Media Abyss - the fifth volume of his ongoing investigation
into critical internet culture. He examines the symbiotic yet problematic relation between networks
and social movements, and further develops the notion of organized networks. Lovink doesn't just



submit to the empty soul of 24/7 communication but rather provides the reader with radical
alternatives. Selfie culture is one of many Lovink's topics, along with the internet obsession of
American writer Jonathan Franzen, the internet in Uganda, the aesthetics of Anonymous and an
anatomy of the Bitcoin religion. Will monetization through cybercurrencies and crowdfunding
contribute to a redistribution of wealth or further widen the gap between rich and poor? In this age
of the free, how a revenue model of the 99% be collectively designed? Welcome back to the Social
Question.
  craze of late 2000 politics: Return of the Dragon Denny Roy, 2013-07-02 Despite China's
effort to maintain peace with its neighbors, its military and economic growth poses an undeniable
threat. Regional states must account for a more powerful potential adversary in China, and China
has become more ambitious in its efforts to control its surroundings. Historical baggage has only
aggravated the situation as China believes it is reclaiming its rightful place after a time of weakness
and mistreatment, and other Asia-Pacific countries remember all too well their encounter with
Chinese conflict and domination. Through a careful consideration of historical factors and raw data,
Denny Roy examines the benefits and consequences of a more politically, economically, and
militarily potent China. Since China's intended sphere of influence encroaches on the autonomy of
regional states, its attempts to increase its own security have weakened the security of its neighbors.
Nevertheless, there is little incentive for Beijing to change a status quo that is mostly good for
China, and the PRC thrives through its participation in the global economy and multilateral
institutions. Even so, Beijing remains extremely sensitive to challenges to the Chinese Communist
Party's legitimacy and believes it is entitled to exercise influence on its periphery. On these issues,
nationalism trumps any reluctance to upset the international system. Diplomatic disputes regarding
the islands in the South China Sea, as well as controversial relations with North Korea, continue to
undermine Chinese promises of positive behavior. Roy's study reveals the dynamics defining this
volatile region, in which governments pursue China as an economic partner yet fear Beijing's power
to set the rules of engagement.
  craze of late 2000 politics: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1879
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