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craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or
operates this reliable and popular lawn mower model. This manual provides detailed instructions on
operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety guidelines, ensuring optimal performance and
longevity of the machine. Understanding the manual is crucial for proper mower setup, routine care,
and addressing common mechanical issues. Whether you need to replace parts, adjust settings, or
perform seasonal maintenance, the craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual offers step-by-step
guidance. This article delves into the key components of the manual, highlighting important sections
and providing tips for users to maximize their mower’s efficiency. Below is a comprehensive
overview of the contents covered in this article.

Overview of the Craftsman Model 917 Lawn Mower Manual

Operation Instructions and Features

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Safety Precautions and Best Practices

Overview of the Craftsman Model 917 Lawn Mower
Manual
The craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual serves as a complete guide to understanding and
effectively using this mower model. It typically includes detailed diagrams, parts lists, and
instructions tailored to the 917 series. The manual is designed to assist both novice and experienced
users in operating the mower correctly, performing routine maintenance, and resolving potential
problems. It outlines the mower’s specifications, such as engine type, cutting width, and drive
system, providing clarity on the machine’s capabilities.

Manual Components and Layout
The manual is organized into sections that cover operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, parts
identification, and safety. Each section is clearly marked, allowing users to quickly locate the
information they need. Illustrations and exploded views of parts enhance understanding of complex
components, while step-by-step instructions facilitate proper assembly and repair. The layout is user-
friendly, making it easy to follow procedures without confusion.



Availability and Formats
Craftsman model 917 lawn mower manuals are commonly available in printed form with the
purchase of the mower, but they can also be found online in PDF format for free or through
authorized retailers. Having access to the manual in a digital format allows for quick searching and
convenient reference during maintenance or repair tasks.

Operation Instructions and Features
Understanding the operation instructions in the craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual is
fundamental to efficient and safe use. This section explains how to start, operate, and stop the
mower, as well as how to adjust settings like cutting height and speed. The manual also details the
mower’s features, such as self-propulsion, blade engagement, and safety interlocks.

Starting and Stopping the Mower
The manual provides clear steps for starting the engine, which typically involves checking fuel and
oil levels, setting the choke, and pulling the starter cord or engaging the electric start. It also
explains how to safely stop the engine by disengaging the blade and turning off the ignition switch
or fuel valve, depending on the model.

Adjusting Cutting Height and Speed
The craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual outlines how to adjust the cutting height, usually via a
lever or knob that raises or lowers the mower deck. It also covers speed control mechanisms,
including drive system engagement for self-propelled models. Proper adjustment ensures an even
cut and helps protect the turf.

Key Features and Controls
Key features covered in the manual include:

Self-propelled drive system for easier maneuverability

Blade engagement lever or switch

Throttle and choke controls

Bagging and mulching options

Safety switches and interlock systems

Understanding these features allows operators to utilize the mower effectively and safely.



Maintenance and Care Guidelines
The craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual emphasizes the importance of regular maintenance to
keep the mower running smoothly. This section covers routine tasks such as oil changes, air filter
cleaning, blade sharpening, and spark plug replacement. Scheduled maintenance prolongs the
mower’s lifespan and prevents costly repairs.

Routine Maintenance Schedule
The manual provides a recommended maintenance schedule based on hours of operation or seasonal
intervals. Typical maintenance tasks include:

Checking and changing engine oil every 25 hours

Cleaning or replacing the air filter monthly

Sharpening or replacing mower blades annually

Inspecting and cleaning the mower deck

Replacing the spark plug annually

Proper Storage Tips
For off-season storage, the manual advises draining fuel or adding fuel stabilizer, cleaning the
mower thoroughly, and storing it in a dry, sheltered location. It also recommends disconnecting the
spark plug to prevent accidental starts and to protect the engine during long periods of inactivity.

Parts Replacement and Upgrades
The manual includes detailed parts diagrams and part numbers, facilitating ordering genuine
replacement components. It also guides users on upgrading certain parts, such as installing new
blades or blades designed for mulching, to enhance mower performance.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual includes a troubleshooting section to assist users in
diagnosing and resolving frequent problems. This helps reduce downtime and avoids unnecessary
service calls by empowering users to address minor issues independently.



Engine Starting Problems
Common causes for engine starting issues include stale fuel, dirty air filters, fouled spark plugs, or
carburetor problems. The manual provides step-by-step instructions for checking and correcting
these issues, such as replacing the spark plug or cleaning the carburetor components.

Uneven Cutting and Performance Issues
If the mower cuts unevenly or leaves uncut patches, the manual suggests inspecting blade
sharpness, mower deck level, and wheel height adjustments. It also advises checking for clogged
discharge areas or damaged blades that could affect cutting quality.

Drive System and Control Malfunctions
Problems with self-propulsion or control levers are addressed with guidance on inspecting belts,
cables, and linkages. The manual explains how to adjust tension or replace worn components to
restore proper function.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Safety is a critical aspect emphasized throughout the craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual. It
outlines necessary precautions to prevent accidents and injuries during operation, maintenance, and
storage.

Operating Safety Guidelines
The manual encourages wearing appropriate protective gear, such as closed-toe shoes and eye
protection. It warns against operating the mower on steep slopes or near hazards and instructs
users to keep bystanders, especially children and pets, at a safe distance.

Maintenance Safety Tips
When performing maintenance, the manual advises disconnecting the spark plug wire and ensuring
the blade has stopped moving. It also recommends using proper tools and following manufacturer
instructions carefully to avoid injury.

Emergency Procedures
In case of emergencies, such as blade obstruction or engine malfunction, the manual provides steps
to quickly shut off the mower and safely clear any blockages. It stresses the importance of never
attempting repairs while the engine is running.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman model 917 lawn mower
manual online?
You can find the Craftsman model 917 lawn mower manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website,
or by searching for 'Craftsman 917 lawn mower manual PDF' on trusted manual repository sites.

What information is included in the Craftsman model 917
lawn mower manual?
The manual typically includes safety instructions, assembly guides, operating procedures,
maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and parts diagrams for the Craftsman model 917 lawn
mower.

How do I perform basic maintenance on my Craftsman model
917 lawn mower?
Basic maintenance includes regularly checking and changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air
filter, sharpening the mower blade, checking tire pressure, and cleaning the mower deck. The
manual provides detailed steps and recommended maintenance intervals.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman model 917
lawn mower?
The Craftsman model 917 lawn mower usually requires SAE 30 oil for most temperatures, but it's
best to consult the manual as some models may recommend synthetic oil or different oil types based
on operating temperature.

How do I troubleshoot the Craftsman model 917 lawn mower if
it won’t start?
Common troubleshooting steps include checking the fuel level and quality, inspecting the spark plug
for wear or damage, ensuring the air filter is clean, verifying the safety switches are engaged, and
checking the battery if it is an electric start model.

Can I download a free PDF version of the Craftsman model 917
lawn mower manual?
Yes, many websites offer free PDF downloads of the Craftsman 917 lawn mower manual. Ensure you
download from reputable sources such as Sears PartsDirect or manualsdir.com to avoid counterfeit
or incorrect manuals.



How do I order replacement parts for my Craftsman model 917
lawn mower?
Replacement parts can be ordered through the Sears PartsDirect website by entering your model
number 917 and browsing available parts. The manual also includes part numbers and diagrams to
help identify the correct components.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Model 917 Lawn Mower Repair Manual
This comprehensive guide covers step-by-step instructions for diagnosing and repairing common
issues with the Craftsman Model 917 lawn mower. It includes detailed diagrams and troubleshooting
tips to help both beginners and experienced mechanics maintain optimal mower performance.
Whether you're dealing with engine problems or blade maintenance, this manual provides clear and
concise solutions.

2. Small Engine Maintenance and Repair for Lawn Mowers
Focused on small engines like those found in Craftsman lawn mowers, this book explains how to
perform routine maintenance and repairs. It offers practical advice on carburetor cleaning, spark
plug replacement, and fuel system care. The author’s easy-to-follow instructions are ideal for DIY
enthusiasts looking to extend the life of their mower.

3. The Complete Guide to Lawn Mower Engines
This book delves into the mechanics of lawn mower engines, including the models used in Craftsman
917 mowers. It provides insights into engine types, common faults, and repair techniques. Readers
will find helpful tips on tuning and optimizing engine performance to keep their lawn mower running
smoothly.

4. DIY Lawn Mower Tune-Up and Maintenance
Designed for homeowners who want to take control of their lawn mower upkeep, this guide covers
essential maintenance tasks for models like the Craftsman 917. Topics include oil changes, blade
sharpening, and air filter replacement. The book emphasizes safety and efficiency in performing
routine tune-ups.

5. Understanding Lawn Mower Parts and Components
This book offers a detailed look at the various parts and components that make up lawn mowers,
with examples drawn from popular models such as the Craftsman 917. It explains the function of
each part and how to identify wear or damage. The text is supported by clear illustrations to aid in
part identification and replacement.

6. The Home Mechanic’s Guide to Lawn Mower Repair
Ideal for those new to mower repair, this guide breaks down complex repair processes into
manageable steps. It includes troubleshooting charts, maintenance schedules, and parts
replacement tips tailored to the Craftsman 917 model. The book encourages hands-on learning to
build confidence in mower repair.

7. Lawn Mower Troubleshooting and Problem Solving
This problem-solving manual focuses on diagnosing and fixing common lawn mower issues such as
starting problems, uneven cutting, and engine stalling. It includes practical advice for Craftsman



Model 917 owners, helping them quickly identify and resolve mower malfunctions. The book is a
valuable resource for minimizing downtime and repair costs.

8. Essential Tools for Lawn Mower Maintenance and Repair
Highlighting the tools needed for effective lawn mower care, this book guides readers through
selecting and using the right equipment for models like the Craftsman 917. It covers hand tools,
power tools, and specialty instruments, along with safety tips for each. This resource helps ensure
repairs are done correctly and efficiently.

9. Seasonal Lawn Mower Care: Preparing Your Craftsman 917 for Year-Round Use
This book outlines best practices for seasonal lawn mower maintenance to keep your Craftsman 917
in top condition throughout the year. Topics include winter storage, spring startup procedures, and
mid-season checks. Following these guidelines can help prevent costly repairs and extend the
lifespan of your mower.
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