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craftsman riding mower 917 manual is an essential resource for owners and operators seeking detailed
guidance on the proper use, maintenance, and troubleshooting of this reliable lawn care equipment. This
manual provides comprehensive instructions tailored specifically to the Craftsman 917 series riding
mowers, covering everything from assembly and operation to routine maintenance and repair procedures.
With clear explanations and technical details, the manual ensures optimal performance, longevity, and
safety of the mower. Whether you are a new owner or an experienced user, understanding the contents of
the Craftsman riding mower 917 manual can enhance your mowing experience and reduce downtime.
This article will explore the key components of the manual, including safety protocols, operational
guidelines, maintenance schedules, troubleshooting tips, and parts information. The following table of
contents outlines the main sections to help navigate this informative overview.
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Understanding the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 Manual
The Craftsman riding mower 917 manual is designed to offer detailed and user-friendly information
specific to the 917 series models. It serves as a fundamental guide for owners to understand the mower’s
features, controls, and specifications. The manual typically includes an introduction to the mower’s
components, technical specifications such as engine type, cutting width, and fuel capacity, as well as
diagrams for easy identification of parts.

Purpose and Scope of the Manual
The manual’s primary purpose is to provide clear instructions that ensure safe and efficient operation. It
covers assembly instructions, operational controls, maintenance schedules, troubleshooting procedures, and



warranty information. This helps users maximize their mower’s performance while minimizing wear and
potential damage.

How to Use the Manual Effectively
Users are encouraged to read the manual thoroughly before operating the mower. Sections are typically
organized logically, starting with safety, followed by operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting. The
inclusion of illustrations and step-by-step instructions helps users easily locate information and perform tasks
correctly.

Safety Instructions and Precautions
Safety is a critical aspect emphasized in the Craftsman riding mower 917 manual. Proper adherence to
safety guidelines protects operators, bystanders, and the equipment. The manual outlines comprehensive
safety instructions that cover mower operation, handling, and storage.

General Safety Guidelines
The manual advises wearing appropriate clothing, including sturdy shoes and eye protection, and keeping
children and pets away from the mower during operation. It highlights the importance of operating the
mower only in daylight or good artificial light and avoiding mowing on wet grass or steep slopes to
prevent accidents.

Warnings and Cautions
Specific warnings include ensuring the mower blades are disengaged before starting the engine, never
bypassing safety switches, and avoiding adjustments or repairs while the engine is running. Users are also
cautioned against refueling the mower when the engine is hot to prevent fire hazards.

Operating Your Craftsman Riding Mower 917
Operational instructions within the Craftsman riding mower 917 manual provide detailed guidance on
starting, driving, and cutting with the mower. These directions ensure smooth and safe mowing while
preserving the mower’s mechanical integrity.



Starting and Stopping Procedures
The manual describes the correct sequence for starting the engine, including checking fuel and oil levels,
positioning the mower on level ground, and engaging the parking brake. Stopping procedures involve
disengaging the blades, shifting to neutral, and turning off the ignition switch safely.

Driving and Mowing Techniques
To achieve an even cut, the manual recommends mowing at a steady pace and overlapping mowing paths
slightly. Instructions for adjusting cutting height through the deck height lever are also provided.
Additionally, the manual advises reducing speed when turning or operating on uneven terrain.

Operating Controls Overview
The Craftsman riding mower 917 manual offers detailed descriptions of all controls including the throttle,
choke, blade engagement lever, brake, clutch, and steering wheel. Understanding these controls is crucial
for efficient operation.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Routine maintenance is essential for extending the lifespan of the Craftsman riding mower 917. The
manual provides a comprehensive maintenance schedule and step-by-step procedures to keep the mower
in optimal working condition.

Regular Maintenance Tasks
Key tasks include checking and changing engine oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter, inspecting and
sharpening mower blades, and maintaining the battery and spark plug. The manual specifies the
recommended service intervals for these tasks to ensure consistent performance.

Seasonal Maintenance Tips
Before winter storage, the manual advises draining the fuel system or adding fuel stabilizer, cleaning the
mower thoroughly, and storing it in a dry, sheltered location. In spring, it recommends inspecting belts,
tires, and the overall mower condition before the first use.



Lubrication and Adjustments
The manual details lubrication points such as wheel bearings and steering components, as well as
instructions for adjusting the mower deck and drive system. Proper lubrication reduces friction and wear
on moving parts.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The Craftsman riding mower 917 manual includes a troubleshooting section that helps diagnose and resolve
frequent problems encountered during use. This section aims to minimize downtime and avoid
unnecessary service calls.

Engine Starting Problems
If the engine fails to start, the manual suggests checking the fuel level, spark plug condition, air filter
cleanliness, and battery charge. It also advises verifying that safety switches and controls are properly
engaged.

Cutting Performance Issues
Poor cutting results may be caused by dull blades, incorrect cutting height, clogged deck, or uneven tire
pressure. The manual provides instructions for blade sharpening and deck cleaning to restore cutting
efficiency.

Drive and Steering Difficulties
Problems with the mower’s drive or steering system, such as slipping belts or unresponsive steering, are
addressed with inspection and replacement guidelines. Users are guided on checking belt tension,
hydraulic fluid levels, and steering linkages.

Parts and Accessories Overview
The Craftsman riding mower 917 manual also contains detailed parts lists and specifications for replacement
components and compatible accessories. Access to this information ensures that repairs and upgrades use
correct and high-quality parts.



Common Replacement Parts
Frequently replaced parts include mower blades, belts, spark plugs, air filters, batteries, and tires. The
manual lists part numbers and descriptions to facilitate ordering from authorized dealers or service centers.

Optional Accessories
Available accessories may include baggers, mulch kits, snow blades, and trailers, enhancing the mower’s
versatility. The manual provides installation instructions and compatibility information for these add-ons.

Ordering Genuine Parts
Using genuine Craftsman parts as specified in the manual ensures optimal fit and performance, maintaining
warranty coverage and mower reliability. The manual advises purchasing parts through authorized
channels.

Thoroughly read the manual before operating the mower

Follow all safety and operational guidelines carefully

Perform regular maintenance as outlined in the manual

Use genuine parts for repairs and replacements

Consult the troubleshooting section for common issues

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 manual online?
You can find the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 manual on the official Sears or Craftsman website, or on
manual repository sites like ManualsLib and ManualsOnline.

What topics are covered in the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 manual?
The manual typically covers safety instructions, assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and
parts diagrams for the Craftsman Riding Mower 917.



How do I perform routine maintenance on the Craftsman Riding Mower
917?
Routine maintenance includes checking and changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter,
sharpening or replacing the blades, checking tire pressure, and inspecting belts, all detailed in the manual's
maintenance section.

What are the safety precautions listed in the Craftsman Riding Mower
917 manual?
Safety precautions include wearing protective gear, not mowing on steep slopes, keeping children and pets
away, avoiding mowing wet grass, and following proper starting and stopping procedures.

How do I troubleshoot common problems with the Craftsman Riding
Mower 917?
The manual provides troubleshooting tips such as checking the fuel, spark plug, battery, and blade
engagement if the mower won't start or runs poorly.

Can I get parts diagrams for the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 in the
manual?
Yes, the manual includes detailed parts diagrams to help identify and order replacement parts for the
mower.

How do I adjust the cutting height on the Craftsman Riding Mower 917?
The manual explains how to use the height adjustment lever or knob to set the cutting height to your
preferred level, typically ranging from 1 to 4 inches.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 manual
available?
Yes, digital PDF versions of the manual are available for free download from Craftsman's official website or
other manual hosting platforms.

What should I do if I lose the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 manual?
If lost, you can download a replacement manual online from Craftsman's site or contact customer support for
assistance.



How often should I service the Craftsman Riding Mower 917 according to
the manual?
The manual recommends servicing the mower at regular intervals such as every 25 hours of use or at the
start of each mowing season for optimal performance.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Riding Mower 917 Series: Complete User Manual
This comprehensive manual offers detailed instructions on operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting the
Craftsman 917 riding mower series. It includes step-by-step guides with illustrations to help users
understand every function. Ideal for both beginners and experienced riders, this book ensures efficient and
safe mower usage.

2. Maintaining Your Craftsman Riding Mower: A Practical Guide
Focused on routine maintenance, this book provides tips and techniques to keep your Craftsman riding
mower running smoothly. It covers oil changes, blade sharpening, battery care, and seasonal storage. With
easy-to-follow advice, it extends the life of your equipment and improves performance.

3. Troubleshooting Craftsman Riding Mower 917: Common Problems and Solutions
This guide helps owners diagnose and fix common issues faced with the Craftsman 917 mower. From
engine troubles to cutting problems, it offers clear, concise solutions. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts who want
to save time and money on repairs.

4. Craftsman Riding Mower 917 Parts and Upgrades Handbook
Explore the various parts and upgrade options available for the Craftsman 917 riding mower in this detailed
handbook. It explains compatibility, installation procedures, and performance enhancements. A must-have
for those looking to customize or improve their mower.

5. Seasonal Care for Your Craftsman Riding Mower
Learn how to prepare your Craftsman 917 riding mower for each season with this specialized guide. It
covers winterizing techniques, spring startups, and summer maintenance tips to ensure optimal operation
year-round. The book emphasizes safety and longevity through proper seasonal care.

6. DIY Repairs for Craftsman Riding Mower 917
This practical manual empowers users to perform a variety of repairs on their Craftsman 917 riding mower
without professional help. It includes instructions on engine tune-ups, belt replacements, and electrical
fixes. Clear illustrations and safety tips make this an essential resource for hands-on owners.

7. Understanding the Engine of Craftsman Riding Mower 917
Delve into the mechanics of the Craftsman 917 engine with this in-depth exploration. The book explains
how each engine component works and offers advice on optimizing engine performance. Ideal for those



interested in the technical aspects of their mower.

8. Safe Riding and Operation Techniques for Craftsman Mowers
Safety is the focus of this informative guide, which teaches proper riding and operational methods for the
Craftsman 917 mower. It addresses common hazards, proper handling, and emergency procedures to
prevent accidents. Suitable for new users and seasoned riders alike.

9. Upgrading Your Craftsman Riding Mower: From Basic to Pro
This book guides owners through the process of upgrading their Craftsman 917 mower with advanced
features and accessories. Topics include installing enhanced blades, advanced mowing decks, and comfort
improvements. A perfect resource for those looking to elevate their mowing experience.
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