craftsman 26 snowblower manual

craftsman 26 snowblower manual is an essential resource for owners and operators seeking to
understand, maintain, and troubleshoot their Craftsman 26-inch snowblower. This comprehensive
guide provides detailed information on assembly, operation, maintenance schedules, and repair
procedures. Whether you are a first-time user or an experienced operator, the manual ensures safe
and efficient snow removal by offering step-by-step instructions and technical specifications. It
covers key components such as the engine, auger, chute, and controls, helping users optimize
performance throughout the winter season. Additionally, the manual addresses common issues and
offers practical tips to extend the lifespan of the snowblower. This article will explore the various
aspects of the Craftsman 26 snowblower manual, including its features, maintenance guidelines,
troubleshooting advice, and safety precautions.
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Overview of the Craftsman 26 Snowblower

The Craftsman 26 snowblower is designed for residential and light commercial snow clearing tasks,
featuring a 26-inch clearing width that efficiently handles moderate to heavy snowfall. The
accompanying craftsman 26 snowblower manual serves as a crucial tool for understanding the
machine’s design and intended use. It explains the assembly process, helping users install parts
correctly and prepare the snowblower for operation. The manual also details the model’s engine
type, fuel requirements, and control mechanisms, ensuring users can start and maneuver the
snowblower effectively. Understanding this overview provides a foundation for safe and effective
operation.

Model Variations and Engine Types

Different variations of the Craftsman 26 snowblower may include engines from reputable
manufacturers such as Briggs & Stratton or Tecumseh, with varying horsepower ratings. The
manual specifies which engine model is installed and provides instructions tailored to that engine’s
maintenance and operation. This information is crucial for sourcing correct replacement parts and
performing engine-specific maintenance tasks.



Intended Use and Limitations

The manual emphasizes that the Craftsman 26 snowblower is intended for clearing snow from
driveways, sidewalks, and small parking areas. It is not designed for industrial-scale or commercial
snow removal. The manual advises on the maximum snow depth and type of terrain suitable for this
model, helping users avoid damage or unsafe conditions during operation.

Key Features and Specifications

The craftsman 26 snowblower manual provides a detailed list of features and technical
specifications that define the machine’s capabilities. These details enable users to understand the
equipment’s performance parameters and assist in proper usage and maintenance.

Dimensions and Weight

The dimensions, including the height, width, and length, as well as the overall weight of the
snowblower, are outlined to aid in storage and transportation planning. Understanding these
specifications helps users manage the equipment safely and effectively.

Clearing Width and Intake Height

The 26-inch clearing width allows for efficient snow removal in one pass, while the intake height
determines the maximum depth of snow that can be handled. The manual specifies these
measurements to guide users in assessing the machine’s suitability for their snow removal needs.

Engine Performance

Engine horsepower, fuel capacity, and starting mechanisms are thoroughly explained. The manual
details the recommended fuel type and oil specifications, ensuring optimal engine performance and
longevity.

Additional Features

Features such as adjustable chute direction, skid shoes, and auger design are also covered. The
manual describes how to use these features to improve snow clearing efficiency and protect surfaces
from damage.

Operating Instructions

The operation section of the craftsman 26 snowblower manual provides step-by-step guidance on
safely starting, maneuvering, and shutting down the snowblower. Proper operation is critical for
safety and machine longevity.



Pre-Operation Checks

Before starting the snowblower, the manual advises inspecting fuel levels, oil, tire pressure (if
applicable), and ensuring all controls and safety features are functioning properly. This preparation
reduces the risk of breakdowns and accidents.

Starting the Engine

Detailed instructions for cold and warm starts are included, covering choke settings, primer usage,
and throttle adjustments. Users are guided through the ignition process to achieve a smooth engine
start.

Snow Clearing Techniques

The manual recommends optimal snow removal patterns and speeds to maximize efficiency and
minimize strain on the machine. It also advises on adjusting the chute direction to control snow
discharge and avoid obstacles.

Shutting Down and Post-Operation Procedures

Instructions for safely turning off the engine, cleaning the snowblower, and storing it properly are
provided. These steps help prevent damage and prepare the machine for future use.

Maintenance and Care

Regular maintenance is vital to keep the Craftsman 26 snowblower operating at peak performance.
The craftsman 26 snowblower manual outlines a maintenance schedule and procedures.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

The manual specifies tasks such as checking and changing the engine oil, inspecting spark plugs,
cleaning or replacing air filters, and lubricating moving parts. Performing these tasks on schedule
extends the machine’s lifespan.

Seasonal Maintenance

Before and after the winter season, the manual advises comprehensive inspections and servicing,
including fuel system care, belt tension adjustments, and auger inspection. Seasonal maintenance
prepares the snowblower for storage or heavy use.



Storage Guidelines

Proper storage techniques are detailed to protect the snowblower during off-season periods. This
includes draining fuel, cleaning components, and storing the machine in a dry, sheltered location.

List of Recommended Tools and Supplies

e Engine oil specified in the manual

Spark plug wrench

Lubricants for moving parts

Replacement belts and shear pins

Fuel stabilizer

e Cleaning cloths and brushes

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The troubleshooting section of the craftsman 26 snowblower manual helps users diagnose and
resolve frequent problems that may arise during operation.

Engine Won't Start

Possible causes include stale fuel, faulty spark plugs, or clogged carburetors. The manual provides
diagnostic steps and corrective actions to restore engine functionality.

Auger Not Rotating

This issue may result from broken shear pins, belt slippage, or mechanical damage. The manual
guides users through inspection and replacement procedures to restore auger operation.

Excessive Vibration or Noise

Causes may include loose components, worn bearings, or damaged auger blades. The manual
recommends thorough inspections and appropriate repairs to ensure smooth operation.



Poor Snow Discharge

Blockages in the chute, incorrect chute angle, or insufficient engine power can reduce discharge
effectiveness. The manual outlines corrective measures to improve snow clearing performance.

Safety Precautions

Safety is a critical focus in the craftsman 26 snowblower manual. It outlines precautions to
prevent injury and equipment damage during operation and maintenance.

Personal Protective Equipment

The manual advises wearing appropriate clothing, including gloves, safety glasses, and sturdy
footwear, to protect against snow, debris, and moving parts.

Safe Operating Practices

Users are instructed to clear the area of obstacles, keep hands and feet away from moving parts, and
never attempt to clear blockages without shutting off the engine. These practices minimize accident
risks.

Maintenance Safety

Before performing any maintenance, the manual stresses disconnecting the spark plug and allowing
the engine to cool. Proper tool use and adherence to the manual’s instructions ensure safe servicing.

Environmental Considerations

The manual also addresses the importance of proper fuel storage and disposal, as well as noise and
emission regulations that may apply during snowblower operation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman 26 snowblower manual?

You can find the Craftsman 26 snowblower manual on the official Craftsman website under the
'Manuals & Parts' section, or by searching for your model number followed by 'manual’ on trusted
manual repository websites.



How do I identify the model number for my Craftsman 26
snowblower?

The model number is usually located on a sticker or metal plate on the frame of the snowblower,
often near the engine or under the chute assembly. It typically starts with '247' or similar numbers
for Craftsman snowblowers.

What maintenance tips are recommended in the Craftsman 26
snowblower manual?

The manual recommends regular oil changes, checking and replacing spark plugs, inspecting belts
and shear pins, cleaning the chute and auger, and ensuring fuel is fresh and stored properly to keep
the snowblower functioning optimally.

How do I adjust the skid shoes on my Craftsman 26
snowblower according to the manual?

The manual instructs to loosen the bolts on the skid shoes, adjust them so the auger housing clears
the ground by about 1/8 to 1/4 inch, then retighten the bolts securely to prevent gouging surfaces
during operation.

What type of oil is recommended for the Craftsman 26
snowblower engine?

The manual recommends using SAE 5W-30 oil for most temperatures, but it's best to check the
manual for specific oil grades suitable for your operating climate.

How do I troubleshoot if my Craftsman 26 snowblower won't
start, according to the manual?

The manual suggests checking the fuel supply, spark plug condition, ignition switch, and ensuring
the choke is properly set. Also, verify that the safety key is inserted and that the engine is getting air
and fuel properly.

Does the Craftsman 26 snowblower manual provide
instructions on replacing the shear pins?

Yes, the manual provides step-by-step instructions on locating and replacing shear pins, emphasizing
the importance of using the correct replacement pins to prevent damage to the auger and gearbox.

Can I download a PDF version of the Craftsman 26 snowblower
manual?

Yes, most official Craftsman manuals, including the one for the 26 snowblower, are available as free
PDF downloads from the Craftsman website or authorized manual distribution sites.



Additional Resources

1. Craftsman Snowblower Repair and Maintenance Guide

This comprehensive manual covers everything you need to know about maintaining and repairing
your Craftsman snowblower, including the Model 26. It provides step-by-step instructions,
troubleshooting tips, and detailed diagrams to help both beginners and experienced users keep their
equipment in top shape. The book also includes seasonal maintenance checklists to ensure reliable
performance year after year.

2. The Complete Snowblower Owner’s Manual

Designed for owners of various snowblower models, this manual offers essential information on
operation, safety, and routine maintenance. It features detailed sections on Craftsman snowblowers,
focusing on the Model 26, with clear illustrations and practical advice on common repairs. Readers
will find valuable tips on winter storage and winterizing their machines as well.

3. Small Engine Repair for Snowblowers

This book provides a detailed look at small engine mechanics, specifically tailored for snowblower
engines like those in Craftsman 26 models. It explains engine components, troubleshooting
techniques, and repair procedures in simple language, making it accessible for DIY enthusiasts. The
guide is filled with photos and diagrams to help readers understand each step clearly.

4. Winter Equipment Maintenance and Troubleshooting

A practical guide focusing on winter machinery, this book covers snowblowers, including Craftsman
models, and other related equipment. It highlights common issues encountered during cold weather
use and offers troubleshooting strategies to fix them quickly. Additionally, it includes advice on
preventive maintenance to extend the lifespan of your snowblower.

5. DIY Craftsman Snowblower Repair Handbook

This handbook is perfect for Craftsman snowblower owners who prefer a hands-on approach to
maintenance and repair. It offers easy-to-follow instructions for disassembling, diagnosing, and
repairing various parts of the Model 26 snowblower. The book also shares tips on sourcing parts and
tools, making repairs more affordable and efficient.

6. The Essential Guide to Snowblower Engines

Focusing on the heart of snowblowers—the engine—this guide dives deep into engine mechanics,
performance optimization, and repair techniques. It includes specific sections on Briggs & Stratton
engines commonly used in Craftsman 26 snowblowers. Readers will learn how to perform tune-ups,
fix carburetor issues, and ensure smooth engine operation.

7. Snowblower Safety and Operation Manual

Safety is paramount when operating heavy winter equipment, and this book addresses it thoroughly.
It provides detailed instructions on safely using Craftsman snowblowers, with an emphasis on the
Model 26. The manual covers protective gear, safe startup and shutdown procedures, and tips for
avoiding common accidents during snow removal.

8. Maintaining Outdoor Power Equipment Year-Round

This book offers a year-round maintenance schedule for outdoor power tools, including snowblowers
like the Craftsman 26. It explains seasonal tasks such as oil changes, belt replacements, and storage
techniques to keep equipment ready for winter use. The guide helps owners prevent costly repairs
by promoting consistent care throughout the year.



9. Troubleshooting Common Snowblower Problems

A quick-reference guide ideal for diagnosing and fixing common issues with snowblowers, this book
covers everything from starting problems to auger malfunctions. It includes model-specific advice
for Craftsman snowblowers, particularly the Model 26, helping users get their machines back to
working order swiftly. The straightforward format makes it easy to find solutions during urgent snow
removal times.
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