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cps teacher pay scale is a critical aspect for educators working within the Chicago Public Schools system.
Understanding the pay structure ensures teachers are informed about their earning potential, benefits, and the
factors influencing their salaries. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the CPS teacher pay scale,
detailing how salaries are determined, the impact of experience and education, and comparisons with other
districts. Additionally, it explores recent changes to compensation and offers insight into career advancement
opportunities within CPS. By examining these elements, educators and stakeholders gain a clear picture of how
the CPS teacher pay scale functions and what it means for professional growth and financial stability.
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Overview of the CPS Teacher Pay Scale

The CPS teacher pay scale is a structured framework that outlines the salary ranges for educators in the
Chicago Public Schools system. It is designed to provide transparent and equitable compensation based on
various criteria including experience, educational attainment, and certification levels. The pay scale is
typically updated through collective bargaining agreements between the teachers’ union and the school
district administration. This structured approach ensures that teachers receive predictable salary increments
over time while maintaining fairness across diverse teaching roles and responsibilities.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of the CPS teacher pay scale is to attract and retain qualified educators by offering
competitive salaries. It also motivates professional development by rewarding additional qualifications and
years of service. The pay scale fosters a sense of equity among teachers and helps in budget planning for the
district. By establishing clear salary guidelines, CPS promotes transparency and trust between the
administration and teaching staff.

Salary Range Overview

Teacher salaries in CPS generally range from entry-level amounts for new teachers to significantly higher
wages for those with advanced degrees and extensive experience. The starting salary is competitive within the
Illinois education sector, with incremental raises occurring annually or biannually. Veteran teachers with
master’s degrees or higher, and specialized certifications, can expect to be at the upper end of the pay scale.



Factors Influencing CPS Teacher Salaries

Several factors contribute to where a teacher falls on the CPS pay scale. These include educational
qualifications, years of teaching experience, certification status, and additional roles or responsibilities
within the school. Understanding these factors is essential for educators aiming to maximize their earning
potential within the district.

Education Level

Educational attainment significantly impacts CPS teacher pay. Teachers with bachelor’s degrees start at a
base salary, while those with master’s degrees, educational specialist degrees, or doctorates receive higher
pay. The district incentivizes further education to improve teaching quality and professional growth.

Years of Experience

Experience is a major determinant of salary increases in the CPS pay scale. Teachers typically move up salary
steps with each year of verified teaching experience. This incremental advancement rewards longevity and
expertise in the profession, reflecting the increased value experienced teachers bring to the classroom.

Certification and Endorsements

Holding valid teaching certifications and endorsements relevant to specific subjects or grade levels can also
affect pay. Specialized certifications in high-demand areas such as special education, STEM fields, or bilingual
education often come with additional compensation or placement on a higher salary lane.

Pay Scale Breakdown by Experience and Education

The CPS teacher pay scale is organized into lanes and steps. Lanes correspond to the teacher’s highest level of
education, while steps are based on years of experience. This matrix-style format provides a clear path for
salary advancement.

Lanes Explained

The different lanes include:

Bachelor’s Degree Lane: Entry-level lane for teachers with a bachelor’s degree and a valid teaching
license.

Master’s Degree Lane: For teachers who have earned a master’s degree or equivalent graduate credits.

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) Lane: For those with an educational specialist degree or additional
graduate coursework beyond a master’s.

Doctorate Lane: For teachers holding a doctoral degree in education or a related field.



Steps Within Lanes

Within each lane, teachers progress through steps representing years of service. Typically, the base step
corresponds to the first year of teaching, with incremental raises awarded annually up to a maximum step,
often around 25 years of experience. This structure rewards sustained commitment and expertise in teaching
roles.

Example Pay Scale Structure

An example breakdown might look like this:

Step 1 Bachelor’s Lane: Entry-level salary, e.g., $50,0001.

Step 10 Master’s Lane: Mid-career salary, e.g., $70,0002.

Step 20 Ed.S. Lane: Senior teacher salary, e.g., $85,0003.

Step 25 Doctorate Lane: Maximum salary, e.g., $95,000+4.

Additional Compensation and Benefits

Beyond base salaries, CPS teachers are eligible for various forms of supplementary pay and benefits. These
additional compensation elements are important components of total earnings and professional satisfaction.

Stipends and Bonuses

Teachers may receive stipends for extra duties such as coaching, mentoring, or leading extracurricular
activities. Performance bonuses and incentives for teaching in high-need schools or subjects also contribute to
overall compensation.

Health and Retirement Benefits

CPS provides comprehensive health insurance options and participates in pension plans to support teachers’
long-term financial security. These benefits are a significant part of the total compensation package and can
influence decisions about career longevity within the district.

Professional Development Opportunities

The district encourages continuous learning by offering paid professional development programs. These
opportunities help teachers advance their skills and qualifications, which can lead to higher pay scale
placement.

Comparisons with Other School Districts

CPS teacher salaries are often compared with those in neighboring districts and statewide averages to assess
competitiveness. Such comparisons help in policy-making and union negotiations.



Regional Salary Benchmarks

Chicago Public Schools salaries tend to be competitive within Illinois but may vary compared to suburban
districts or other large urban school systems. Factors such as cost of living and budget constraints
influence these disparities.

Impact on Teacher Recruitment and Retention

Competitive pay scales are crucial for attracting high-quality educators and reducing turnover. Districts
with lower salaries may struggle to retain experienced teachers, affecting overall educational quality.

Recent Changes and Negotiations

The CPS teacher pay scale is subject to periodic revisions through collective bargaining and policy updates.
Recent negotiations have focused on salary increases, improved benefits, and addressing teacher shortages.

Recent Salary Adjustments

In recent contract agreements, CPS has implemented raises aimed at closing the gap with comparable districts
and recognizing the challenges faced by educators. These adjustments reflect commitments to invest in teaching
staff.

Future Prospects

Ongoing discussions continue around further enhancements to the pay scale, including potential bonuses for
performance and expanded support for professional development. These efforts underscore the district’s
dedication to maintaining a fair and motivating compensation system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current CPS teacher pay scale for 2024?

The current CPS (Chicago Public Schools) teacher pay scale for 2024 varies based on experience and
education level, with starting salaries typically around $60,000 and increasing with years of service and
advanced degrees.

How does CPS determine teacher salary increments?

CPS determines teacher salary increments based on years of experience, educational qualifications, and
performance evaluations, with annual step increases and additional stipends for advanced degrees or
certifications.

Are there different pay scales for different teaching positions in CPS?

Yes, CPS has different pay scales depending on the teaching position, such as general education teachers,
special education teachers, and teachers with administrative responsibilities, each with distinct salary ranges.



Does CPS offer bonuses or incentives in addition to the base pay scale?

CPS occasionally offers bonuses and incentives, including signing bonuses for hard-to-fill positions, retention
bonuses, and stipends for teachers taking on extra responsibilities or working in high-need schools.

How does CPS teacher pay compare to other school districts in Illinois?

CPS teacher pay is generally competitive within Illinois, often higher than many suburban districts due to the
cost of living and urban location, but exact comparisons vary based on specific districts and pay scales.

Is there a difference in pay scale for CPS teachers with advanced degrees?

Yes, CPS teachers with advanced degrees such as a Master's or Doctorate typically receive higher pay
according to the pay scale, with additional salary lanes or stipends reflecting their educational attainment.

How can CPS teachers advance on the pay scale?

CPS teachers can advance on the pay scale by gaining additional years of experience, earning higher educational
degrees, obtaining certifications, and sometimes through performance evaluations and professional development.

Are CPS teacher salaries union-negotiated?

Yes, CPS teacher salaries and pay scales are negotiated through the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU), which
works to secure fair wages, benefits, and working conditions for teachers.

Where can I find the official CPS teacher pay scale?

The official CPS teacher pay scale can be found on the Chicago Public Schools website or through the Chicago
Teachers Union's resources, which provide detailed salary charts and contract information.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding CPS Teacher Pay Scales: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth analysis of the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) teacher pay scale structure. It
covers salary brackets, step increases, and the impact of certifications and experience on pay. Educators and
administrators alike will find valuable insights to navigate and maximize their compensation within the CPS
system.

2. Negotiating Your Salary in CPS: Strategies for Teachers
Focused on negotiation techniques, this book empowers CPS teachers to advocate effectively for better pay
and benefits. It covers contract details, union roles, and negotiation tactics tailored specifically to the CPS
pay environment. Practical advice and real-world examples help teachers understand their worth and improve
their financial standing.

3. The Evolution of Teacher Salaries in CPS
Tracing the history and changes in CPS teacher pay scales, this book provides context for current salary
structures. It explores policy decisions, budget constraints, and union negotiations that have shaped teacher
compensation over the decades. Readers gain a thorough understanding of the factors influencing salary trends
in Chicago’s public schools.

4. CPS Teacher Pay Scale Explained: A Handbook for Educators
Designed as a quick-reference guide, this handbook breaks down the components of the CPS pay scale. It includes
explanations of salary steps, lanes, and additional stipends for advanced degrees or special assignments.
Teachers new to CPS or those seeking clarity on their paychecks will find this resource especially helpful.



5. Maximizing Your Earnings as a CPS Teacher
This book provides strategies to increase earnings beyond the base salary through endorsements, extra duties,
and professional development. It highlights opportunities within CPS for additional compensation, such as
summer school teaching and leadership roles. Teachers looking to boost their income will find actionable advice
tailored to the CPS system.

6. Comparative Teacher Pay Scales: CPS vs. Other Districts
Offering a comparative perspective, this book examines how CPS teacher salaries stack up against those in
other major school districts. It discusses cost of living adjustments, benefits, and overall compensation
packages. Educators considering relocation or policymakers assessing competitiveness will benefit from this
detailed comparison.

7. The Impact of Teacher Pay on CPS Recruitment and Retention
This analysis explores how pay scales affect the ability of CPS to attract and keep qualified teachers. It
includes case studies, statistical data, and policy recommendations aimed at improving teacher retention
through better compensation. The book serves as a resource for district leaders and education advocates.

8. Decoding CPS Teacher Contracts: Pay Scale and Beyond
Beyond just the salary figures, this book delves into the full teacher contract within CPS, highlighting how
pay scales interact with benefits, work conditions, and professional growth opportunities. It explains
contractual language in accessible terms, helping teachers understand their rights and responsibilities.

9. Financial Planning for CPS Teachers: Navigating Salary and Benefits
Tailored to CPS educators, this book offers guidance on budgeting, saving, and investing based on the unique
pay scale and benefits structure of the district. It also covers retirement planning and tax considerations for
CPS teachers. By aligning financial strategies with CPS compensation, teachers can achieve greater financial
security.
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  cps teacher pay scale: The Insider's Guide for New Teachers Sara Bubb, 2003-12-16
Writing in an accessible, engaging style, Sara Bubb tackles all the essential 'need to know' topics for
trainee or newly qualified teachers from the perspective of someone actually involved in training or
teaching. This book features illuminating anecdotes and answers questions posed by individuals
already in the process of studying or teaching. It covers the whole spectrum of experience - from
meeting the standards to gaining qualified teacher status (QTS), to managing relationships at
college and school. Maintaining a practical focus throughout, the book is peppered with handy
checklists, case studies and useful tips. This will be an indispensable handbook for any trainee
teacher needing advice and information.
  cps teacher pay scale: The Insider's Guide to Early Professional Development Sara Bubb,
2004-04 This book aims to address the difficulties that can face new teachers that can lead to them
leaving in the first few years, and is a source of advice for the first steps of the career ladder.
  cps teacher pay scale: Helping Teachers Develop Sara Bubb, 2005-09-20 ′Helping Teachers
Develop is a positive, uplifting, encouraging publication... very good value for money. It is the sort of
publication we need in the profession and it is well worth being part of every head teacher or staff
development tutor′s collection of really useful books. I have to confess, even before I had finished
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reading it for review I was using Helping Teachers Develop with my trainee teachers′ - Peter
Stammers, in the Journal of In-service Education `The book explores ways teachers at all levels can
mentor others and improve their careers. [It] also contains guidance on ways to cope with having
your lessons observed and how to make constructive comments as an observer′ - Michael Shaw,
Times Educational Supplement `This is another excellent and accessible practice guide from
someone who, unusually, understands both the classroom teacher from long years of practice and
the theory. The chapter on observation of teachers should be read by every headteacher, deputy and
teacher who engages in monitoring classroom practice. Note, a few inspectors would benefit too! It′s
one to read and then refer to on a regular basis if you work in schools or PGCE departments′ - Tim
Brighouse, Chief Adviser for London Schools Helping teachers develop - whether they′re trainees,
newly or recently qualified, in their first three, ten or twenty years, and whether they′re superb or
struggling - is vital for the profession, for the millions of children who′ll learn more as a result.
Schools have to take greater responsibility for staff′s continuing professional development (CPD) but
there is little real help for the people who develop teachers. The best teachers will be expected to
mentor trainee and newly qualified teachers (NQTs) and share good practice with all colleagues.
Drawing directly on real-life experience and the latest research, this book will help people in a
mentoring, coaching, advisory or management role to: o develop teachers, through understanding
adult learning and the CPD cycle o meet needs from the range of professional development activities
o carry out observations and give oral and written feedback in a range of situations o help and
monitor planning and other parts of the job o help teachers develop their careers. Using examples
from current practice, Sara will take you though every stage of CPD, from what professional
development is to how you can support and monitor staff in your own school. There are
photocopiable materials for you to use. The guidance in this book will be essential for mentors,
induction tutors, CPD/staff development coordinators, people with advanced skills or excellent
teacher status, and all those with a leadership and management role in schools or local authorities.
Sara Bubb is the UK′s leading induction expert and has vast expertise in the CPD field. She runs
many courses for different levels of school staff, assesses trainee and advanced skills teachers and is
the new teacher expert for the Times Educational Supplement. Sara has been seconded from the
Institute of Education to the DfES as the consultant for the Chartered London Teacher initiative. She
is the co-author, with Peter Earley, of Leading and Managing Continuing Professional Development
and Managing Teacher Workload.
  cps teacher pay scale: Successful Induction for New Teachers Sara Bubb, 2007-09-18
Investing in people right at the start of their career is crucial because, no matter how good initial
training is, the first year as a fully-fledged teacher is bound to be tough. Induction is there to make
sure new teachers succeed and enjoy their work. Supporting new teachers is not just a good thing to
do - it's statutory. With the new professional standards, every Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) and
Induction Tutor needs this book to ensure that the induction year is a success. This book is an
accessible, engaging guide to surviving the tricky bits of the first year of teaching. It offers the sort
of clear information and practical tips that Sara Bubb knows people are crying out for - because they
raise them in the TES virtual staffroom. Written in a lively yet authoritative style, the book: - is
packed with illuminating anecdotes, handy checklists and useful examples - covers much that NQTs
need to know - including how induction works, how to meet the core standards, dealing with difficult
people, how to get the most out of professional development and performance management - gives
detailed guidance about how induction tutors and mentors can support, monitor and assess new
teachers. Indispensable for any new teacher needing up-to-date advice and information, induction
tutors, CPD coordinators, local authority advisers in charge of induction, and trainee teachers
towards the end of their course, this book is an invaluable resource to success in the induction year.
Sara Bubb has an international reputation in the field of induction and supports new teachers and
induction tutors at the Institute of Education, University of London and across the country. She
writes a popular weekly advice column for new teachers in the Times Educational Supplement and
answers questions on its online staffroom.



  cps teacher pay scale: Monthly Labor Review , 2012 Publishes in-depth articles on labor
subjects, current labor statistics, information about current labor contracts, and book reviews.
  cps teacher pay scale: Public Education and Social Reform Thomas J. Suhrbur, 2025-04-08
Founded in 1853, the Illinois Education Association (IEA) and its predecessors have played a vital
role in shaping the Illinois public school system. Thomas J. Suhrbur’s history covers the lifespan of
the IEA within the larger story of state public education as a battleground for contentious social and
economic issues. Suhrbur pays particular attention to the impact of race, gender, religion, and tax
policy on the IEA and public schools. He also examines the IEA’s evolution from a professional
organization controlled by administrations and officials through its radical transformation into a
teacher-led independent labor union. As a workers’ organization, the IEA successfully fought for
collective bargaining and organized K–12 and higher education while continually standing against
right-wing efforts to privatize education and undermine public schools with vouchers, for-profit
institutions, and tax credits. Multifaceted and up to date, Public Education and Social Reform tells
the story of the organization and figures dedicated to sustaining and advancing Illinois public
education.
  cps teacher pay scale: Managing Finance and Resources in Education Marianne Coleman,
Lesley Anderson, 2000-04-14 `The book provides an excellent wide and stimulating set of readings
and would be useful to anyone taking forward Unit 3 or the Accelerated Route of SQH′ - SQH
Newsletter `This is a useful addition to the literature on finance and resource management in
education.... Those whose work involves managing resources and finance in schools and colleges will
find this a useful or even indispensable addition to their bookshelves, whether they are heads,
principals or middle managers′ - Mentoring and Tutoring This book will provide readers with
knowledge and understanding of the theory and practice of managing finance, resources and
stakeholders in schools and colleges. Written specifically for those studying for an academic
qualification at Masters level in educational management, it provides self-study material and links to
other key texts in the field. The authors deal with the links between finance, resources and
stakeholders in the context of school and college self-management. Examples are drawn from
international settings as well as from the United Kingdom. Building on an examination of theoretical
perspectives, practical considerations and applications are examined in a format which encourages
the reader to explore the context of their own educational institution. This book is a core text for the
University of Leicester MBA in Educational Management.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1995-12-29 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1997-06-27 The Kenya Gazette is an official
publication of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation,
notices required to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published
for general public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional
releases of special or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1999-03-12 The Kenya Gazette is an official
publication of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation,
notices required to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published
for general public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional
releases of special or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1997-05-09 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.



  cps teacher pay scale: Assessment of Childhood Disorders, Fourth Edition Eric J. Mash, Russell
A. Barkley, 2012-08-22 This book has been replaced by Assessment of Disorders in Childhood and
Adolescence, Fifth Edition, ISBN 978-1-4625-4363-2.
  cps teacher pay scale: Developments in School Finance , 1998
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1997-09-05 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1992-09-04 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1992-12-18 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Battling Corruption in America's Public Schools Lydia G. Segal,
2005 Drawing on ten years of undercover work and research in four major school districts, Segal
reveals how systemic waste and fraud siphon millions of dollars from urban classrooms. Calling for
renewed powers for principals and a streamlining of oversight, she offers a bold, far-reaching plan to
reclaim our schools.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1990-12-07 The Kenya Gazette is an official
publication of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation,
notices required to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published
for general public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional
releases of special or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1997-05-09 The Kenya Gazette is an official
publication of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation,
notices required to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published
for general public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional
releases of special or supplementary editions within the week.
  cps teacher pay scale: Kenya Gazette , 1998-09-25 The Kenya Gazette is an official publication
of the government of the Republic of Kenya. It contains notices of new legislation, notices required
to be published by law or policy as well as other announcements that are published for general
public information. It is published every week, usually on Friday, with occasional releases of special
or supplementary editions within the week.
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per second (CPS) and
CPS Test - Click Speed Tester Test your CPS right now! This simple CPS (Clicks per Second) test
allows you to check your clicking speed
CPS Test - Check Your CPS with Clicks Tracking Chart Welcome to the original CPS Test,
where you can measure your Clicks Per Second (CPS) and see how you stack up against others.
Explore our dynamic real-time CPS chart and enjoy
CPS Test - Clicks Per Second Tester | XbitLabs Test your clicking speed with our accurate CPS
(Clicks Per Second) tester. Improve your gaming performance and track your progress
Staff - Chicago Public Schools CPS Policies Learn about our policies which help our schools run
safely, ensure students receive a quality education, and set clear guidelines, expectations, and
accountability
Apply and Enroll in CPS - Chicago Public Schools This section is designed to guide you through
the enrollment process, whether your family is new to CPS or returning for another year. Inside,
you’ll find information about eligibility, school
Chicago Public Schools - GoCPS GoCPS allows families to explore and apply to nearly every CPS
school and program through one online platform. Whether you are a current CPS family or new to
the District, GoCPS is the
School Profiles - Chicago Public Schools CPS is home to more than 600 elementary and high
schools that offer a wide variety of programs, cultures, and experiences. School profiles offer an in-
depth look at the unique identities and
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