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craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual is an essential resource for anyone owning or operating the
Craftsman Model 917 lawn mower. This manual provides detailed instructions on assembly, operation,
maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety guidelines. Understanding and utilizing the manual properly
ensures optimal performance, longevity, and safety of the mower. Whether you need guidance on regular
upkeep, troubleshooting engine issues, or operating features such as blade control and height adjustment,
the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual covers all necessary topics. This article offers a
comprehensive overview of the manual’s contents, highlighting key aspects to help users maximize their
mower’s efficiency and durability. The following sections will guide you through the important elements
found in the manual, including setup instructions, maintenance schedules, and safety precautions.
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Understanding the Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917 Manual
The Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual serves as the definitive guide for owners and operators. It
includes detailed information to help users understand the specifications, parts, and functions of the mower.
The manual is designed to cater to both new users and experienced operators by providing clear
instructions and illustrations. It explains the various components of the mower, including the engine,
cutting deck, controls, and safety features. Additionally, the manual outlines warranty information and
customer support details, ensuring users have access to assistance when needed.

Purpose and Importance of the Manual
This manual is crucial for ensuring safe and efficient operation of the Craftsman Model 917 lawn mower. It
reduces the risk of damage and injury by clearly communicating operational procedures and safety
warnings. Moreover, it helps extend the lifespan of the mower by detailing proper maintenance routines.
Access to the manual facilitates troubleshooting common issues, thereby minimizing downtime and repair



costs.

Key Sections Included
The manual is typically organized into several core sections, including:

Product overview and parts list

Assembly instructions

Operating procedures

Maintenance and servicing guidelines

Troubleshooting tips

Safety warnings and recommendations

Assembly and Setup Instructions
Proper assembly is critical to ensure the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 operates efficiently and safely.
The manual provides step-by-step instructions to guide users through the setup process. These instructions
cover unpacking, assembling the handle, attaching the grass catcher, and preparing the mower for its first
use.

Unpacking and Initial Inspection
Before assembly, users should carefully unpack the mower and check for any missing or damaged parts.
The manual advises verifying that all components listed in the parts checklist are present. Any
discrepancies should be addressed before proceeding to prevent operational issues.

Step-by-Step Assembly Guide
The assembly process involves several key steps, typically including:

Attaching the handle bars securely to the mower deck1.



Installing the throttle and control cables2.

Mounting the grass catcher or discharge chute3.

Checking and adding engine oil and fuel4.

Adjusting cutting height settings5.

Performing a safety check before starting6.

The manual includes illustrations and torque specifications to ensure each component is installed correctly
and tightened to manufacturer standards.

Operating Guidelines and Features
The Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual provides comprehensive instructions on operating the
mower safely and effectively. It explains the function of each control and feature, helping users achieve the
best mowing results.

Starting and Stopping the Mower
Starting the mower involves a series of steps detailed in the manual, including setting the choke, priming
the engine, and engaging the starter mechanism. The manual emphasizes the importance of following the
correct sequence to prevent engine flooding or damage. Stopping the mower safely is also covered, with
instructions on disengaging the blade and turning off the engine properly.

Adjusting Cutting Height
The mower offers adjustable cutting height settings to accommodate different grass lengths and lawn
conditions. The manual explains how to use the height adjustment levers or knobs, including
recommended settings for various grass types. Proper height adjustment is vital for promoting healthy
lawn growth and preventing scalping.

Using Additional Features
Additional features such as the grass catcher, side discharge, and mulching capabilities are described in
detail. The manual instructs on how to install and use these features for optimal lawn care results. It also
covers the operation of drive mechanisms if the model includes self-propulsion.



Maintenance and Troubleshooting
Regular maintenance is essential to keep the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 running smoothly and to
extend its service life. The manual provides detailed maintenance schedules and procedures to guide users
through routine care and minor repairs.

Routine Maintenance Tasks
Key maintenance activities outlined in the manual include:

Checking and changing engine oil

Replacing or cleaning the air filter

Inspecting and sharpening mower blades

Cleaning the mower deck and underside

Checking spark plug condition and replacement

Lubricating moving parts

Following these tasks regularly helps maintain engine efficiency, cutting performance, and overall
reliability.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The manual also offers troubleshooting guidance for common problems, such as:

Engine won’t start or stalls frequently

Uneven or poor cutting performance

Excessive vibration or unusual noises

Drive system malfunctions

Each issue is paired with potential causes and recommended solutions, enabling users to address problems
quickly and avoid costly repairs.



Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Safety is a primary concern when operating any lawn mower, and the Craftsman lawn mower model 917
manual provides extensive safety instructions. These precautions are designed to minimize the risk of
injury to the operator and bystanders.

Important Safety Guidelines
Some of the critical safety recommendations include:

Always wearing appropriate personal protective equipment such as gloves, safety glasses, and sturdy
footwear

Keeping hands and feet away from moving parts

Operating the mower only in daylight or well-lit conditions

Clearing the mower deck and cutting area of debris before use

Never allowing children or pets near the mower while in operation

Turning off the engine and disconnecting the spark plug before performing maintenance

Safe Storage and Handling
The manual advises on proper storage techniques to prevent fuel leaks, corrosion, and accidental startup. It
also discusses safe handling practices when transporting the mower, ensuring the equipment remains
secure and undamaged.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual online?
You can find the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual on the official Sears PartsDirect website or
through various manual archive websites by searching for 'Craftsman 917 lawn mower manual.'



What information is included in the Craftsman lawn mower model 917
manual?
The manual includes assembly instructions, operating procedures, maintenance tips, troubleshooting guides,
parts diagrams, and safety precautions for the Craftsman lawn mower model 917.

How do I perform routine maintenance on the Craftsman lawn mower
model 917?
Routine maintenance includes checking and changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air filter,
sharpening or replacing the mower blades, inspecting the spark plug, and cleaning the mower deck as
outlined in the model 917 manual.

Is there a digital version of the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual
available?
Yes, a digital PDF version of the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual is available for free download
from Sears PartsDirect and other manual repository websites.

What safety precautions should I follow according to the Craftsman lawn
mower model 917 manual?
The manual advises wearing protective eyewear, proper footwear, not mowing on wet grass, keeping
hands and feet away from blades, and ensuring children and pets are at a safe distance during operation.

How can I order replacement parts for the Craftsman lawn mower model
917?
You can order replacement parts through the Sears PartsDirect website by entering the model number
917, or by contacting local authorized Craftsman service centers with the part numbers found in the
manual's parts diagram section.

Can the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 manual help with
troubleshooting engine problems?
Yes, the manual provides a troubleshooting section that helps diagnose common engine issues, such as
starting problems, loss of power, or unusual noises, and offers step-by-step solutions to resolve them.



Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917 Repair Manual
This comprehensive manual offers detailed instructions and step-by-step guides for repairing and
maintaining the Craftsman lawn mower model 917. It covers engine troubleshooting, blade replacement,
and routine servicing tips. Perfect for DIY enthusiasts looking to extend the life of their mower.

2. The Essential Guide to Lawn Mower Maintenance
This book provides a thorough overview of maintaining various lawn mower models, with specific
chapters dedicated to Craftsman mowers. It explains seasonal care, cleaning techniques, and safety
precautions to ensure optimal mower performance. Ideal for both beginners and experienced gardeners.

3. Small Engine Repair: Craftsman Lawn Mower Edition
Focused on small engine mechanics, this book breaks down the components of Craftsman lawn mower
engines, including the model 917. Readers will learn how to diagnose common problems and perform
repairs with easy-to-follow illustrations and tips. A valuable resource for hands-on repair work.

4. Mastering the Craftsman 917: Operation and Care
This guidebook details the operation, features, and upkeep of the Craftsman 917 lawn mower. It includes
practical advice on adjusting settings, maximizing fuel efficiency, and troubleshooting performance issues.
A helpful companion for owners wanting to get the most out of their mower.

5. The Homeowner’s Handbook to Lawn Mower Repair
Designed for the average homeowner, this book simplifies the complexities of lawn mower repairs,
including those relevant to the Craftsman 917 model. It covers basic diagnostics, blade sharpening, and
engine tune-ups in an accessible manner. Perfect for saving money on professional repairs.

6. DIY Lawn Mower Maintenance: Craftsman 917 and Beyond
This DIY guide encourages mower owners to take maintenance into their own hands, offering detailed
tutorials for the Craftsman 917 and similar models. It includes safety tips, tool recommendations, and
troubleshooting advice to empower users. Great for those who prefer practical, hands-on learning.

7. Understanding Small Engines: Craftsman Lawn Mower Focus
A technical yet approachable book that explains the internal workings of small engines used in Craftsman
lawn mowers like the 917. It aids readers in understanding engine parts, fuel systems, and ignition
mechanisms, facilitating more effective repairs and maintenance. Ideal for mechanics and hobbyists.

8. Lawn Mower Troubleshooting and Repair Handbook
This handbook offers a problem-solving approach to common lawn mower issues, with detailed sections on
the Craftsman 917 model. It includes diagnostic flowcharts, repair procedures, and tips for prolonging
mower life. A practical tool for quick fixes and in-depth repairs alike.

9. The Complete Craftsman Lawn Mower Owner’s Manual



A definitive manual that consolidates all essential information for operating and maintaining Craftsman
lawn mowers, focusing heavily on the model 917. It covers safety, assembly, maintenance, and advanced
repair techniques. An indispensable reference for any Craftsman mower owner.
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