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craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual is an essential resource for owners and users of the Craftsman
917.378 lawn mower model. This manual provides comprehensive information on setup, operation, maintenance,
troubleshooting, and safety precautions for the mower. Whether you are a first-time user or an experienced
landscaper, understanding the details in the manual ensures efficient use and longevity of the equipment. This
article delves into the key aspects covered in the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual, including assembly
instructions, operational guidelines, routine maintenance tips, and troubleshooting solutions. Additionally, it
highlights safety measures that every user should observe to prevent accidents and maintain optimal mower
performance. By following the manual's guidance, users can maximize the mower’s effectiveness and extend its
service life. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the manual’s content to assist users in
managing their Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower proficiently.
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Overview of the Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.378

The Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 is a reliable and versatile piece of outdoor equipment designed for
residential lawn care. It features a powerful engine, durable cutting deck, and ergonomic controls for ease of
use. The manual describes the mower’s specifications, including engine type, cutting width, height adjustment
options, and fuel requirements. Understanding these specifications is crucial for proper operation and
maintenance. The 917.378 model is well-suited for medium to large lawns and offers both mulching and bagging
capabilities. This section of the manual provides an in-depth description of each component and its function,
ensuring users are familiar with their mower before use.

Key Features and Specifications

The manual lists the key features of the Craftsman 917.378 mower, such as its 21-inch cutting deck, variable
speed control, and easy-start ignition system. It also details the type of engine used, typically a Briggs &
Stratton model, known for durability and efficiency. The mower’s adjustable cutting height ranges from 1.25
to 3.75 inches, allowing customization based on lawn conditions. Additional features include a foldable
handle for compact storage and a rear discharge chute. These specifications help users understand the mower’s
capabilities and limitations.

Intended Use and Applications

The Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual clarifies that the mower is designed for typical residential lawn
mowing tasks. It is ideal for cutting grass on flat to moderately uneven terrain and is not intended for
commercial landscaping or heavy-duty brush cutting. The manual emphasizes using the mower only on grass and
avoiding debris, rocks, or wet conditions that could damage the blades or engine. Proper use within these



guidelines ensures safe operation and prolongs the mower’s lifespan.

Assembly and Setup Instructions

Proper assembly of the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 is critical to its performance and safety. The manual
provides step-by-step instructions for unpacking, assembling, and preparing the mower for first use. It covers
the installation of the handle, grass catcher, and engine components. Tools required for assembly are
typically included or listed in the manual. Following these instructions carefully prevents damage and ensures
the mower operates as intended.

Unpacking and Inspection

Upon receiving the mower, the manual advises inspecting all parts for damage or missing components. It
recommends verifying the contents against the parts list to ensure readiness for assembly. The packaging
materials should be removed carefully to avoid losing small parts such as bolts, nuts, or washers. Any
discrepancies or defects should be reported to the retailer or manufacturer before proceeding.

Step-by-Step Assembly Process

The manual outlines a clear assembly process, which generally includes:

Attaching the handle to the mower deck using provided bolts and nuts.1.

Installing the grass catcher or rear discharge chute as per preference.2.

Checking and filling the engine oil to the recommended level.3.

Adding fresh gasoline to the fuel tank, using the correct fuel type.4.

Adjusting the cutting height to the desired position before starting.5.

Each step is illustrated with diagrams to aid comprehension and accuracy.

Operating the Craftsman 917.378

Operating the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 correctly is essential for efficient lawn care and user safety.
The manual provides detailed instructions on starting, using, and shutting down the mower. It explains
controls such as the throttle, blade engagement lever, and speed settings. Users are encouraged to familiarize
themselves with the controls before mowing to prevent accidents and ensure optimal cutting performance.

Starting the Mower

The manual instructs users to start the mower on a flat surface and ensure the blade control lever is
disengaged. It describes the priming process if applicable, followed by pulling the starter rope or using an
electric start button if equipped. Proper choke settings and throttle positions are detailed to facilitate
smooth engine ignition, especially in cold weather. The importance of wearing appropriate footwear and securing
loose clothing before starting is also emphasized.



Using the Mower Effectively

To achieve a clean and even cut, the manual recommends mowing at a steady pace without rushing. It advises
overlapping passes slightly to avoid missed patches and adjusting the cutting height according to grass length
and seasonal conditions. The manual also explains how to switch between mulching and bagging modes and when
to empty the grass catcher to maintain efficiency. Avoiding mowing on wet grass is highlighted to prevent
clumping and mower clogging.

Shutting Down and Storage

After mowing, the manual instructs users to disengage the blade, turn off the engine, and allow it to cool
before performing any maintenance or storage. Proper storage tips include draining fuel if the mower will be
unused for extended periods and cleaning the deck to remove grass clippings. Folding the handle and storing the
mower in a dry, sheltered location helps protect it from weather damage.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Routine maintenance is vital to keep the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 running smoothly and extend its
operational life. The manual provides a comprehensive maintenance schedule and guidelines, covering engine care,
blade sharpening, lubrication, and cleaning. Adhering to these recommendations prevents breakdowns and costly
repairs.

Regular Maintenance Tasks

Key maintenance tasks outlined in the manual include:

Checking and changing engine oil every 25 hours of use or seasonally.

Cleaning or replacing the air filter to ensure proper engine breathing.

Sharpening mower blades regularly to maintain cutting efficiency.

Inspecting and tightening all fasteners to prevent loose parts.

Lubricating moving parts such as wheel bearings and control cables.

Cleaning the underside of the mower deck to avoid grass buildup.

Following these tasks consistently enhances performance and safety.

Seasonal Preparation

The manual advises specific steps for preparing the mower for winter storage or seasonal shutdown. These
include draining fuel or adding a fuel stabilizer, removing the spark plug for inspection, and storing the mower
indoors. Proper seasonal care prevents corrosion, engine damage, and ensures readiness for the next mowing
season.



Troubleshooting Common Issues

The Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual features a troubleshooting section that addresses common
problems users may encounter. This section provides diagnostic tips and solutions to restore mower
functionality without professional assistance. Understanding these troubleshooting steps can save time and
money by resolving minor issues promptly.

Engine Won’t Start

Common causes for failure to start include empty fuel tank, stale gasoline, clogged air filter, or faulty spark
plug. The manual recommends checking fuel levels, replacing old fuel, cleaning or replacing the air filter, and
inspecting the spark plug for fouling or damage. Additionally, ensuring the blade control lever is disengaged and
the choke is properly set is essential.

Poor Cutting Performance

If the mower cuts unevenly or leaves uncut patches, the manual suggests checking blade sharpness and cutting
height settings. Dull blades should be sharpened or replaced, and the cutting height should be adjusted to suit
grass conditions. Also, inspecting the mower deck for debris buildup and cleaning it regularly improves cutting
quality.

Mower Vibrates Excessively

Excessive vibration may indicate a bent blade, loose fasteners, or debris caught in the deck. The manual advises
stopping the mower immediately, inspecting the blade for damage, tightening any loose bolts, and removing any
debris. Operating the mower with a damaged blade can cause further harm and should be avoided.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices

Safety is a paramount concern when operating the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378. The manual outlines
essential safety precautions to minimize the risk of injury or damage. These include protective gear
recommendations, environmental awareness, and proper handling techniques.

Personal Safety Measures

The manual strongly recommends wearing closed-toe shoes, eye protection, and hearing protection during
operation. Loose clothing and jewelry should be avoided to prevent entanglement in moving parts. Users should
never bypass safety switches or disable blade controls. Children and pets must be kept at a safe distance while
mowing.

Operational Safety Tips

Operating the mower on slopes requires caution to prevent tipping or loss of control. The manual advises
mowing across slopes rather than up and down and avoiding steep inclines. It also warns against mowing wet
grass or in poor visibility conditions. Clearing the lawn of debris such as sticks, stones, and toys before
mowing reduces the risk of projectile injuries.



Storage and Transport Safety

When transporting the mower, ensure it is secured to prevent movement. Fuel should be drained or the fuel valve
closed to avoid spills. During storage, keep the mower in a well-ventilated, dry area away from open flames or
sparks. Proper safety practices during storage and transport protect both the user and the equipment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual?

You can find the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual on the official Craftsman website or through
authorized parts and manual distributors online.

What information is included in the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378
manual?

The manual includes assembly instructions, operating guidelines, maintenance tips, troubleshooting advice, and
parts diagrams for the Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower.

How do I download a PDF version of the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378
manual?

To download a PDF version, visit the Craftsman support site or trusted manual repository websites, search
for model 917.378, and download the manual directly to your device.

What are the safety instructions mentioned in the Craftsman lawn mower
917.378 manual?

The manual advises wearing protective gear, keeping hands and feet away from moving parts, operating on
stable ground, and ensuring the mower is off before maintenance.

How often should I perform maintenance on my Craftsman lawn mower
917.378 according to the manual?

The manual recommends regular maintenance such as checking the oil every 5 hours of use, changing the oil after
25 hours, cleaning or replacing the air filter, and inspecting the blades regularly.

Can I find troubleshooting tips in the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378
manual?

Yes, the manual provides troubleshooting tips for common issues like engine not starting, uneven cutting, and
unusual noises, helping users diagnose and fix problems effectively.

Does the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual include parts diagrams?

Yes, the manual includes detailed parts diagrams to help identify and order replacement parts for repairs and
maintenance.



Is the Craftsman lawn mower 917.378 manual suitable for both beginners
and experienced users?

Yes, the manual is designed to be user-friendly, providing clear instructions and illustrations suitable for both
beginners and experienced lawn mower users.

Additional Resources
1. Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.378 Manual: Comprehensive User Guide
This manual provides detailed instructions on the assembly, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the
Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower. It is perfect for both beginners and experienced users looking to maximize the
efficiency and lifespan of their mower. Clear diagrams and step-by-step procedures make it easy to follow.

2. Maintaining Your Craftsman 917.378: Tips and Techniques
A practical guide focused on routine maintenance tasks to keep your Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower running
smoothly. Learn about oil changes, blade sharpening, air filter replacement, and storage tips. This book helps
you avoid costly repairs by staying proactive with mower care.

3. Troubleshooting Craftsman Lawn Mowers: Common Issues and Fixes
This troubleshooting manual targets common problems encountered with Craftsman lawn mowers, including the
917.378 model. It offers easy-to-understand diagnostic steps and solutions to get your mower back in
working order quickly. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts who want to save on repair costs.

4. Craftsman 917.378 Engine Repair and Overhaul
A detailed guide dedicated to the engine maintenance and repair of the Craftsman 917.378 mower. This book
covers engine disassembly, part replacement, tuning, and reassembly techniques. Perfect for users with
mechanical skills looking to tackle engine-related issues.

5. Seasonal Care for Your Craftsman Lawn Mower
Learn how to prepare your Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower for different seasons to ensure optimal
performance year-round. This book covers winterizing, spring tune-ups, and summer maintenance strategies. It
also includes advice on storage and fuel management.

6. Upgrading Your Craftsman 917.378: Accessories and Enhancements
Explore various accessories and upgrades available for the Craftsman 917.378 lawn mower. From improved
blades to ergonomic handles and mulching kits, this guide helps you customize your mower to better suit your
lawn care needs. It also offers installation instructions.

7. Safety First: Operating Your Craftsman Lawn Mower 917.378
This book emphasizes the importance of safety when using the Craftsman 917.378 mower. It includes guidelines
on protective gear, safe handling, and emergency procedures. A must-read to prevent accidents and ensure a safe
mowing experience.

8. Craftsman Lawn Mower History and Evolution
Discover the history and development of Craftsman lawn mowers with a focus on the 917.378 model. This
book provides context on design changes, technological advancements, and the brand’s commitment to quality.
It’s a fascinating read for enthusiasts and collectors alike.

9. DIY Lawn Mower Repair: A Craftsman 917.378 Case Study
A hands-on repair manual that walks you through common DIY fixes and modifications for the Craftsman
917.378 mower. It features real-world examples, tool recommendations, and step-by-step repair projects.
Ideal for homeowners who prefer to handle mower repairs themselves.
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with step-by-step photos. Each engine overhaul is accompanied by a table listing all the lawnmowers
in which the engine is used. There is also information on preventative maintenance, detailed
coverage on buying a mower and safety procedures.
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