craftsman lawn mower model 917 ownher's
manual

craftsman lawn mower model 917 owner's manual is an essential resource for
anyone who owns or operates this reliable and durable lawn mower. This manual
provides comprehensive instructions on assembly, operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting to ensure optimal performance and longevity of the mower.
Understanding the details within the owner's manual helps users maximize
efficiency, maintain safety, and perform routine upkeep with confidence.
Whether it is about starting the mower, adjusting the cutting height, or
understanding the safety precautions, the manual serves as a vital guide.
This article will explore the key components of the Craftsman lawn mower
model 917 owner's manual, highlighting user instructions, maintenance tips,
troubleshooting advice, and safety guidelines. Below is an overview of the
main sections covered in this article for easy navigation.

Understanding the Craftsman Lawn Mower Model 917
e Operating Instructions

e Maintenance and Care

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Safety Precautions and Guidelines

Understanding the Craftsman Lawn Mower Model
917

The Craftsman lawn mower model 917 is known for its sturdy construction,
efficient engine, and user-friendly features. Familiarizing oneself with this
model’s specifications and components is critical for proper use and
maintenance. The owner's manual outlines the mower’s technical details, parts
identification, and overall design to help users understand their equipment
thoroughly.

Model Specifications and Features

The Craftsman 917 model typically includes a durable steel deck, a powerful
engine ranging from 140cc to 160cc depending on the variant, and multiple
cutting height adjustments. It features a self-propelled drive system for
easier maneuverability and an ergonomic handle design for comfort during
operation. The owner's manual details all these features along with model-

specific specifications such as blade type, fuel capacity, and operational
speed.



Parts Identification

Clear identification of key parts such as the engine, blade assembly, wheels,
drive control, and fuel system is provided in the manual. This section aids
users when performing assembly, maintenance, or repairs, ensuring that the
correct parts are handled appropriately and safely.

Operating Instructions

The operating instructions section of the craftsman lawn mower model 917
owner's manual offers step-by-step guidance to start, run, and stop the mower
safely and efficiently. Proper operation ensures the mower performs at its
best while reducing wear and potential damage.

Starting and Stopping the Mower

To start the mower, the manual advises checking fuel and o0il levels, engaging
the blade control lever, and using the pull-start or electric start mechanism
depending on the model. It emphasizes safety precautions such as ensuring the
area 1s clear of debris and bystanders. Stopping procedures include releasing
the blade control lever and turning off the engine safely.

Adjusting the Cutting Height

The craftsman lawn mower model 917 features multiple cutting height settings
to accommodate different grass lengths and lawn conditions. The manual
explains how to adjust the cutting height using the lever or knob, typically
ranging from 1.5 inches to 4 inches, allowing users to customize their mowing
experience.

Using the Self-Propelled Drive

Models equipped with self-propelled functionality include instructions on
engaging and controlling the drive system. The manual provides tips on
maintaining a steady pace and handling slopes or uneven terrain to enhance
mowing efficiency and safety.

Maintenance and Care

Routine maintenance is crucial for extending the lifespan of the Craftsman
lawn mower model 917. The owner's manual outlines recommended maintenance
schedules and procedures, including cleaning, lubrication, and part
replacement.

Regular Maintenance Schedule

The manual recommends specific intervals for tasks such as oil changes, air
filter cleaning or replacement, spark plug inspection, blade sharpening, and
deck cleaning. Adhering to these intervals prevents breakdowns and maintains



optimal mower performance.

Oil and Fuel Care

Proper oil type and fuel quality are emphasized for engine health. The manual
advises checking o0il levels before each use, changing oil after the first
five hours of operation, and using fresh gasoline with appropriate octane
ratings. It also warns against storing fuel in the mower for extended periods
to avoid fuel system issues.

Blade Maintenance

Maintaining sharp blades is essential for clean cuts and healthy lawns. The
manual guides users on removing blades safely, sharpening them correctly, and
reinstalling them with proper torque. It also highlights the importance of
inspecting blades for damage or excessive wear.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The craftsman lawn mower model 917 owner's manual includes a troubleshooting
section to help users diagnose and resolve common problems without
unnecessary service visits. This section covers issues related to starting
difficulties, engine performance, and mower operation.

Engine Won’t Start

Common causes include stale fuel, clogged air filters, faulty spark plugs, or
improper choke settings. The manual provides a checklist to systematically
identify and fix these issues, such as replacing spark plugs, cleaning
filters, and ensuring correct fuel levels.

Engine Runs Rough or Stalls

Rough running or stalling can be caused by carburetor problems, dirty fuel,
or incorrect oil levels. The manual suggests cleaning or rebuilding the
carburetor, checking and replacing fuel lines, and verifying oil conditions
to restore smooth operation.

Uneven Cutting or Poor Performance

Uneven cutting may result from dull blades, improper cutting height, or
unbalanced wheels. The manual advises blade sharpening, height adjustment,
and wheel inspection or alignment to correct these issues.

Safety Precautions and Guidelines

Safety is a paramount concern when operating the Craftsman lawn mower model
917. The owner’s manual provides comprehensive safety instructions to prevent



accidents and injuries during use and maintenance.

Pre-Operation Safety Checks

Before each use, the manual recommends inspecting the mower for loose parts,
fuel leaks, and debris around the blades. Ensuring that all safety guards and
shields are in place is essential for operator protection.

Safe Operating Practices

Operators should wear appropriate protective gear, including eye protection
and sturdy footwear. The manual advises against mowing on steep slopes,
keeping children and pets away from the mowing area, and never bypassing
safety features such as blade control mechanisms.

Maintenance Safety Tips

When performing maintenance, the mower should be turned off, cooled down, and
disconnected from any power source. The manual stresses the importance of
using proper tools and following recommended procedures to avoid injury.

Emergency Procedures

In case of emergencies like fire or injury, the manual provides guidelines
for immediate action, including shutting off the engine and contacting
emergency services. Understanding these procedures helps mitigate risks
associated with mower operation.

e Regular inspection and maintenance prevent accidents and extend mower
life.

e Following safety guidelines protects users and bystanders.

e Proper operation ensures efficient and effective lawn care.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Craftsman lawn mower model 917
owner's manual?

You can find the Craftsman lawn mower model 917 owner's manual on the
official Sears website or the Craftsman support page by entering the model
number. Additionally, many third-party websites offer downloadable PDFs of
the manual.



What information is included in the Craftsman lawn
mower model 917 owner's manual?

The owner's manual includes important information such as safety
instructions, assembly guidelines, operation procedures, maintenance
schedules, troubleshooting tips, and parts diagrams specific to the model 917
lawn mower.

How do I perform routine maintenance as per the
Craftsman lawn mower model 917 owner's manual?

Routine maintenance according to the manual typically involves checking and
changing the o0il, cleaning or replacing the air filter, sharpening or
replacing the blade, inspecting and replacing the spark plug, and cleaning
the mower deck to ensure optimal performance.

What safety precautions are outlined in the Craftsman
lawn mower model 917 owner's manual?

The manual emphasizes safety precautions such as wearing protective gear,
keeping hands and feet away from moving parts, not mowing on wet grass,
avoiding mowing on steep slopes, ensuring children and pets are clear of the
mowing area, and properly maintaining the mower to prevent accidents.

How do I troubleshoot common issues with the
Craftsman lawn mower model 917 using the owner's
manual?

The manual provides troubleshooting steps for common issues like the mower
not starting, engine stalling, uneven cutting, or blade problems. It guides
users through checking fuel levels, spark plugs, air filters, and blade
condition, and recommends when to contact professional service.

Can I get replacement parts for the Craftsman lawn
mower model 917 through the owner's manual?

Yes, the owner's manual includes a parts list and diagrams for the model 917,
which can help identify the exact part numbers. You can order replacement
parts from the Craftsman website, authorized dealers, or online marketplaces
using the information provided in the manual.

Additional Resources

1. The Complete Guide to Craftsman Lawn Mowers Model 917

This comprehensive manual covers everything you need to know about
maintaining and repairing your Craftsman 917 lawn mower. It includes detailed
diagrams, troubleshooting tips, and step-by-step instructions for routine
maintenance tasks. Perfect for both beginners and experienced users, this
guide ensures your mower runs smoothly all season long.

2. Maintaining Your Craftsman 917: A Practical Handbook
Focused on practical maintenance, this handbook provides easy-to-follow
advice on cleaning, blade sharpening, oil changes, and engine care for the



Craftsman 917 model. It also highlights common problems and how to fix them
without professional help. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts looking to extend the
lifespan of their mower.

3. Repair and Tune-Up for Craftsman 917 Lawn Mowers

This book is a detailed resource for diagnosing and repairing common
mechanical issues in Craftsman 917 lawn mowers. It covers everything from
engine tune-ups to belt replacements and electrical system checks. With clear
illustrations and expert tips, readers can save money by performing repairs
at home.

4. Engine Troubleshooting for Craftsman 917 Lawn Mowers

Specializing in engine problems, this guide breaks down the common causes of
engine failure and how to resolve them. Whether it’s starting issues, power
loss, or unusual noises, this book offers expert solutions tailored for the
Craftsman 917. It is an essential reference for anyone wanting to keep their
mower’s engine in top condition.

5. Lawn Mower Safety and Best Practices: Craftsman 917 Edition

Safety is paramount when operating lawn equipment, and this book emphasizes
safe handling techniques specifically for the Craftsman 917 model. It also
includes tips on proper storage, seasonal maintenance, and environmental
considerations. A must-read for new owners and those looking to prevent
accidents.

6. Upgrading Your Craftsman 917: Mods and Enhancements

For those interested in customizing their lawn mower, this book explores
various upgrades and modifications for the Craftsman 917. It discusses
performance improvements, aesthetic changes, and attachments that can enhance
functionality. The guide is filled with practical advice and user
experiences.

7. Winterizing Your Craftsman 917 Lawn Mower

Learn how to properly prepare your Craftsman 917 for winter storage to avoid
damage and ensure a smooth start in spring. This book covers fuel
stabilization, battery care, and protective storage techniques. It also
offers a checklist for end-of-season maintenance to keep your mower in peak
condition.

8. Understanding Small Engines: Focus on Craftsman 917

This educational book explains the fundamentals of small engine mechanics
using the Craftsman 917 as a case study. It breaks down complex concepts into
easy-to-understand language, making it ideal for hobbyists and students.
Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how their lawn mower works and
how to troubleshoot effectively.

9. The Craftsman 917 Owner’s Workshop Manual

Designed as a hands-on companion to the original owner’s manual, this
workshop manual provides additional repair techniques, maintenance schedules,
and upgrade options. It emphasizes DIY repairs with detailed illustrations
and part lists. A valuable resource for anyone committed to maintaining their
Craftsman 917 mower at home.
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