
cpt codes speech therapy
cpt codes speech therapy are essential for accurately documenting and billing speech-
language pathology services. These Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes enable
healthcare providers, insurers, and therapists to communicate clearly about the specific
types of speech therapy provided. Understanding the correct usage of these codes is
crucial for compliance, reimbursement, and reporting purposes. This article explores the
most commonly used CPT codes in speech therapy, outlines the billing guidelines, and
discusses the importance of proper coding in clinical practice. Additionally, it covers
modifiers, documentation requirements, and recent updates relevant to speech-language
pathologists. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of cpt codes speech
therapy to aid professionals in navigating this complex aspect of healthcare administration.

Overview of CPT Codes in Speech Therapy

Commonly Used CPT Codes for Speech Therapy

Billing and Documentation Guidelines

Modifiers and Their Application in Speech Therapy

Recent Updates and Changes in CPT Codes for Speech Therapy

Overview of CPT Codes in Speech Therapy
CPT codes are standardized numerical codes developed by the American Medical
Association to describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. For speech therapy,
these codes categorize the specific interventions and evaluations performed by speech-
language pathologists. Using the correct cpt codes speech therapy ensures accurate
communication between providers and payers, facilitates claims processing, and supports
compliance with regulatory standards. The codes cover a range of services including initial
evaluations, treatment sessions, and assistive technology assessments.

Purpose of CPT Codes
The primary purpose of cpt codes speech therapy is to provide a uniform language that
accurately reflects the services provided. This uniformity helps in:

Standardizing billing processes across different providers and payers

Facilitating proper reimbursement for services rendered

Enabling data collection for clinical research and quality improvement



Ensuring compliance with insurance and Medicare regulations

How CPT Codes Are Structured
CPT codes consist of five-digit numeric codes that correspond to specific procedures or
services. In the context of speech therapy, these codes are grouped mainly under
evaluation, treatment, and other specialized services. Each code is accompanied by
detailed descriptions and guidelines that dictate when and how the code should be used.
Proper understanding of these nuances is critical for speech therapists and billing
specialists.

Commonly Used CPT Codes for Speech Therapy
There are several frequently used CPT codes in speech therapy, each representing distinct
types of services. Familiarity with these codes helps professionals accurately document and
bill for their services.

Evaluation Codes
Speech therapy evaluations assess a patient’s communication abilities and identify areas
requiring intervention. Common evaluation CPT codes include:

92521 - Evaluation of speech fluency (e.g., stuttering, cluttering)

92522 - Evaluation of speech sound production (e.g., articulation, phonology)

92523 - Evaluation of speech sound production with evaluation of language
comprehension and expression

92524 - Behavioral and qualitative analysis of voice and resonance

92526 - Treatment of swallowing dysfunction and/or oral function for feeding

Treatment Codes
Treatment codes describe therapeutic interventions aimed at improving speech, language,
voice, or swallowing functions. Common treatment CPT codes include:

92507 - Speech therapy, individual, each 15 minutes

92508 - Speech therapy, group (2 or more individuals), each 15 minutes



92610 - Evaluation of oral and pharyngeal swallowing function

92611 - Motion fluoroscopic evaluation of swallowing function

Additional Codes
Some CPT codes cover specialized assessments or services related to speech therapy, such
as augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) evaluations or assistive device
fittings. These codes are less commonly used but important in specific clinical scenarios.

Billing and Documentation Guidelines
Accurate billing and thorough documentation are vital components of the speech therapy
reimbursement process. Adherence to guidelines ensures compliance and maximizes
reimbursement opportunities.

Key Documentation Requirements
Proper documentation should include:

Patient identification and diagnosis

Description of the service provided using appropriate CPT codes speech therapy

Time spent on each service (especially for time-based codes)

Therapist’s credentials and signatures

Goals and progress notes supporting the medical necessity

Billing Best Practices
When submitting claims, providers should:

Verify payer-specific guidelines and coverage policies

Use the most specific CPT code available to describe the service

Apply modifiers correctly if multiple services are provided on the same day

Ensure that the medical record supports the billed services



Maintain copies of all documentation for audits and reviews

Modifiers and Their Application in Speech
Therapy
Modifiers are two-digit codes appended to CPT codes to provide additional information
about the performed service without changing the code’s definition. They help clarify
unusual circumstances or variations in service delivery.

Commonly Used Modifiers in Speech Therapy
Some frequent modifiers include:

59 - Distinct procedural service, used when a separate service is performed on the
same day

76 - Repeat procedure or service by the same provider

52 - Reduced services, indicating partial reduction of the service

GP - Signifies services provided under an outpatient therapy plan of care

Importance of Correct Modifier Use
Applying modifiers accurately prevents claim denials and ensures that services are
reimbursed appropriately. Incorrect modifier usage can lead to delays, audits, or payment
rejections, highlighting the need for careful review during the billing process.

Recent Updates and Changes in CPT Codes for
Speech Therapy
The CPT coding system undergoes regular updates to reflect advances in clinical practice
and healthcare regulations. Staying informed about changes is essential for compliance and
effective billing.

Notable Changes in Recent Years
Recent updates in cpt codes speech therapy include:



Introduction of new codes for telehealth speech therapy services, expanding access
during remote care situations

Revisions to evaluation codes to better specify the scope and complexity of
assessments

Clarifications regarding time increments and reporting for group versus individual
therapy

Updates to guidelines on the use of modifiers with speech therapy services

Resources for Staying Current
Speech-language pathologists and billing professionals should regularly consult official CPT
code manuals, payer bulletins, and professional associations for the latest coding
information. Ongoing education and training are recommended to maintain coding
accuracy and optimize reimbursement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are CPT codes in speech therapy?
CPT codes in speech therapy are standardized codes used to describe specific speech
therapy services and procedures for billing and documentation purposes.

Which CPT codes are commonly used for speech
therapy services?
Common CPT codes for speech therapy include 92507 (Speech therapy), 92508 (Speech
and language evaluation), and 92521-92524 (Audiometry and speech recognition tests).

How do CPT codes affect insurance reimbursement for
speech therapy?
CPT codes determine the type of service provided and are used by insurance companies to
process claims and reimburse speech therapy services accordingly.

Can multiple CPT codes be billed in one speech therapy
session?
Yes, multiple CPT codes can be billed in one session if different distinct services are
provided, but they must be properly documented and meet payer guidelines.



What is the difference between CPT codes 92507 and
92508 in speech therapy?
CPT 92507 refers to speech therapy treatment, while 92508 is used for a speech and
language evaluation to assess communication disorders.

Are there any specific CPT codes for pediatric speech
therapy?
There are no unique CPT codes exclusively for pediatric speech therapy; the same codes
like 92507 and 92508 are used regardless of patient age.

How often can CPT codes for speech therapy be billed
for the same patient?
Billing frequency depends on medical necessity and payer policies, but typically speech
therapy CPT codes can be billed as often as services are provided and justified.

Do CPT codes for speech therapy cover telehealth
services?
Many CPT codes for speech therapy can be used for telehealth services, but it depends on
payer policies and whether telehealth modifiers are applied.

Where can speech therapists find updated CPT codes
and guidelines?
Speech therapists can find updated CPT codes and guidelines from the American Medical
Association (AMA), insurance providers, and professional organizations like the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA).

Additional Resources
1. Mastering CPT Codes for Speech Therapy: A Practical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of CPT codes specifically used in speech
therapy. It explains the nuances of coding for various speech-language pathology services
and provides practical examples to ensure accurate billing. Ideal for clinicians and billing
professionals, it helps minimize errors and maximize reimbursement.

2. CPT Coding Essentials for Speech-Language Pathologists
Designed for speech-language pathologists, this book breaks down complex CPT coding
rules into easy-to-understand language. It includes detailed descriptions of common codes,
modifier usage, and tips for compliance with insurance requirements. The guide also
features case studies to illustrate best practices in documentation and coding.

3. Speech Therapy Billing and Coding Handbook



This handbook serves as an essential resource for speech therapists who handle their own
billing. It covers CPT codes, ICD-10 diagnosis codes, and payer-specific guidelines. The book
also addresses common billing challenges and offers strategies to optimize reimbursement
for therapy services.

4. The Complete Guide to CPT Codes in Speech-Language Pathology
A thorough reference book that compiles all relevant CPT codes used in speech-language
pathology, this guide is perfect for clinicians seeking clarity in coding. It discusses the
appropriate use of codes for evaluation, treatment, and group therapy sessions.
Additionally, it includes updates on recent coding changes and billing policies.

5. Effective Documentation and CPT Coding for Speech Therapy
This book emphasizes the importance of documentation in supporting CPT code selection
and reimbursement. It provides templates and examples of clinical notes that align with
coding requirements. Speech therapists will learn how to document efficiently while
meeting payer standards.

6. CPT Coding Strategies for Pediatric Speech Therapy
Focusing on pediatric speech therapy, this title explores CPT codes relevant to children’s
speech and language interventions. It addresses developmental considerations, common
diagnoses, and coding tips tailored to pediatric care settings. The book also highlights
insurance nuances specific to pediatric therapy.

7. Advanced CPT Coding Techniques for Speech-Language Pathologists
For experienced clinicians and billing specialists, this book delves into complex coding
scenarios and modifier use. It covers interdisciplinary services, teletherapy coding, and
compliance issues in depth. Readers gain insight into optimizing coding accuracy for
diverse speech therapy services.

8. Insurance and CPT Coding for Speech Therapy Practices
This resource focuses on the intersection of insurance policies and CPT coding in speech
therapy practices. It guides readers through insurance claim processes, denials, and
appeals related to speech therapy billing. The book offers practical advice for navigating
payer requirements and improving claim success rates.

9. Telepractice CPT Coding and Billing in Speech Therapy
With the rise of telehealth, this book addresses CPT coding specific to telepractice in speech
therapy. It explains codes, modifiers, and documentation standards for virtual therapy
sessions. Speech therapists will find guidance on adapting billing practices to meet
regulatory and payer expectations in telehealth environments.
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  cpt codes speech therapy: The Essential Guide to Coding in Otolaryngology Seth M.
Brown, Kimberley J. Pollock, Michael Setzen, Abtin Tabaee, 2021-09-07 The Essential Guide to
Coding in Otolaryngology: Coding, Billing, and Practice Management, Second Edition is a
comprehensive manual on how to properly and compliantly code for both surgical and non-surgical
services. It is a practical guide for all otolaryngology providers in the United States, including
physicians early in their career requiring a working knowledge of the basics, experienced providers
looking to understand the latest updates with ICD-10-CM and CPT changes, related specialists
(audiology, speech pathology, and physician extenders) providing otolaryngologic health care, and
office administrative teams managing coding and billing. Included are sections on how to approach
otolaryngology coding for all subspecialties in both the office and operating room. Foundational
topics, such as understanding the CPT and ICD-10-CM systems, use of modifiers, managing claim
submissions and appeals, legal implications for the provider, coding for physician extenders, and
strategies to optimize billing, are presented by experts in the field. Focused on a practical approach
to coding, billing, and practice management, this text is user-friendly and written for the practicing
physician, audiologist, speech pathologist, physician extender, and coder. The income and integrity
of a medical practice is tied to the effectiveness of coding and billing management. As profit margins
are squeezed, the ability to optimize revenue by compliant coding is of the upmost importance. The
Essential Guide to Coding in Otolaryngology: Coding, Billing, and Practice Management, Second
Edition is vital not only for new physicians but for experienced otolaryngologists. New to the Second
Edition: * Strategies for integrating revised guidelines for coding and documenting office visits *
New and evolving office and surgical procedures, including Eustachian tube dilation and lateral
nasal wall implants * Updated coding for endoscopic sinus surgery and sinus dilation * Billing for
telehealth visits * Revision of all sub-specialty topics reflecting changes in coding and new
technologies * New and revised audiologic diagnostic testing codes Key Features * All chapters
written by practicing otolaryngologists, health care providers, practice managers, legal experts, and
coding experts * Discussion of the foundations of coding, billing, and practice management as well
as advanced and complex topics * Otolaryngology subspecialty-focused discussion of office-based
and surgical coding * Tips on how to code correctly in controversial areas, including the use of
unlisted codes * A robust index for easy reference
  cpt codes speech therapy: Professional Communication in Speech-Language Pathology
A. Embry Burrus, Laura B. Willis, 2020-05-20 In Professional Communication in Speech-Language
Pathology: How to Write, Talk, and Act Like a Clinician, Fourth Edition, the authors introduce
student clinicians to the various types of written and verbal communication they will encounter
across three different clinical settings: university clinics, medical settings, and public schools. The
text is written in a student-friendly manner, with appendices that provide examples of diagnostic and
treatment reports, data sheets, and important acronyms in medical and school settings. Chapters
cover verbal interactions with families, allied professionals, and supervisors, as well as written and
verbal communication across the university, medical, and school settings. Also included are
scenarios written in the form of vignettes that address issues of ethics, interviewing, and procedures
for managing protected health information. New to the Fourth Edition: * New pedagogical features
(chapter learning outcomes and reflection questions). * References and content updated throughout
to reflect the current state of research and evidence-based practice. * Updated information
regarding current requirements and policies for written documentation. * Expanded information
regarding HIPAA and the ASHA Code of Ethics. * Expanded content regarding interacting with
supervisors and generational differences. * Material on methods for improving writing and editing. *
Numerous additional examples to further clarify the content and portions reorganized for greater
flow of information. * Content has been edited to be more concise and reader friendly. Disclaimer:
Please note that ancillary content (such as documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as
published in the original print version of this book.
  cpt codes speech therapy: Life Care Planning and Case Management Handbook Spilios



Argyropolous, Sam Forshall, David Nutt, 2004-05-10 Life Care Planning and Case Management
Handbook, Second Edition brings together the many concepts, beliefs, and procedures regarding life
care plans into one state-of-the-art publication. This second edition of a bestseller is focused on
prioritizing and managing the spectrum of services for people with serious medical problems and
their families.
  cpt codes speech therapy: Medical Speech-Language Pathology Lee Ann C. Golper, Bernice K.
Klaben, Claire Kane Miller, 2018-08-10 Medical Speech-Language Pathology: A Desk Reference,
Fourth Edition is an easily accessible quick reference providing brief definitions, descriptions, and
explanations into the vernacular that is integral to those who work in a health care setting. The
purpose of this text is to advance the competencies and confidence of speech-language pathology
(SLP) clinicians working in medically related settings by familiarizing them with the language,
principles, practices, and procedures they will encounter. New to This Edition: Contributions and
editing by coauthors Bernice K. Klaben, PhD, and Claire Kane Miller, PhD. Each of these authors
brings a master clinician level of knowledge and experience as medical speech-language
pathologists.New terminology, abbreviations, and medical tests and procedures.Expanded in this
fourth edition is the vastly changed role of the SLP in the neonatal intensive care unit and inpatient
services in children's hospitals. Information related specifically to newborns and young children has
been added to nearly every chapter.Material has been added related to medical genetics (Chapter
6).The discussion of oncology (Chapter 12) has been expanded to include the current tumor
classifications and therapies.The SLP's role with geriatric medicine has expanded in recent decades;
thus, a chapter on rehabilitation medicine and geriatrics (Chapter 14) has been given greater
attention as clinicians are increasingly participating in palliative care teams. Key Features: Concise,
comprehensive, contextual, and well-organized definitions about medical terminology, principles,
and practices.Information related to working with children and newborns infused throughout the
text.Explanations about how speech-language pathology expertise is integrated into health care
services across the gamut of medical disciplines.Knowledge about health care and health services
delivery to advance career development. In medical settings, the SLP's treatment decisions are
directly related to health and safety as well as communication; thus, clinicians who work in medical
speech-language pathology must have a basic understanding of the conditions that have brought
patients to the hospital or clinic and what is being done to manage them. This text is intended to
provide that basic understanding as a desk reference for practicing clinicians in health care-related
facilities, such as hospitals, rehabilitation programs, private practice, outpatient clinics, nursing
homes, and home health agencies. It is also intended as a handy reference for clinicians who work in
school and preschool settings, providing services to children with medically related communication
and swallowing disorders within their caseloads, to better understand the medical histories,
conditions, and the medical management of these children.
  cpt codes speech therapy: The How-to Manual for Rehab Documentation Rick Gawenda,
2004
  cpt codes speech therapy: Medical Speech-Language Pathology Across the Care Continuum
Alex F. Johnson, Barbara H. Jacobson, Megan E. Schliep, Bridget J. Perry, 2023-01-31 This exciting
new text offers a comprehensive, engaging, and readable overview to the dynamic field of medical
speech-language pathology. It is the first medical speech-language pathology textbook that is not
focused on the various disorders, but instead examines the scope and key concepts of the profession,
such as clinical reasoning, interprofessional practice, and the continuum of care. The book provides
an in-depth overview of health care workplace settings (acute care, inpatient rehabilitation, skilled
nursing, home health, outpatient care, pediatric service delivery, pharmacology, and neuroimaging).
The text also includes numerous case studies that instructors and students can use to explore
application of both clinical- and setting-specific principles as a primer for practice in “the real
world.” Key Features: * Chapters are authored by respected experts within both academia and
medical speech-language pathology * Numerous figures, tables, and photos enhance readers’ visual
learning experience * Boxed focal points highlight areas of emphasis, special practice



considerations, competencies, and cases * Case studies, where students are introduced to patient
assessment, treatment, and management examples across the care continuum * An Appendix listing
common medical test procedures and reference values. Medical Speech-Language Pathology Across
the Care Continuum: An Introduction is also helpful for speech-language pathologists transitioning
from a school-based or private practice setting into health care.
  cpt codes speech therapy: Physicians' Fee & Coding Guide Mag Mutual, 2009
  cpt codes speech therapy: Federal Register , 2013-12
  cpt codes speech therapy: Fundamentals of Audiology for the Speech-Language Pathologist
Deborah R. Welling, Carol A. Ukstins, 2022-03-10 Fundamentals of Audiology for the
Speech-Language Pathologist is specifically written to provide the SLP with a solid foundational
understanding of the hearing mechanism, audiological equipment and procedures, and the diagnosis
and (re)habilitation of hearing loss--
  cpt codes speech therapy: Life Care Planning and Case Management Handbook, Third
Edition Roger O. Weed, 2004 Life Care Planning and Case Management Handbook, Second Edition
brings together the many concepts, beliefs, and procedures regarding life care plans into one
state-of-the-art publication. This second edition of a bestseller is focused on prioritizing and
managing the spectrum of services for people with serious medical problems and their families.
Keeping up with advances in the field, this is the most comprehensive reference for everyone
concerned with coordinating, evaluating, assessing, and monitoring care.
  cpt codes speech therapy: The OTA’s Guide to Documentation Marie Morreale, 2024-06-01
The bestselling, newly updated occupational therapy assistant (OTA) textbook, The OTA’s Guide to
Documentation: Writing SOAP Notes, Fifth Edition explains the critical skill of documentation while
offering multiple opportunities for OTA students to practice documentation through learning
activities, worksheets, and bonus videos. The Fifth Edition contains step-by-step instruction on
occupational therapy documentation and the legal, ethical, and professional documentation
standards required for clinical practice and reimbursement of services. Students and professors
alike can expect the same easy-to-read format from previous editions to aid OTAs in learning the
purpose and standards of documentation throughout all stages of the occupational therapy process
and different areas of clinical practice. Essentials of documentation, reimbursement, and best
practice are reflected in the many examples presented throughout the text. Worksheets and learning
activities provide the reader with multiple opportunities to practice observation skills and clinical
reasoning, learn documentation methods, create occupation-based goals, and develop a repertoire of
professional language. Templates are provided to assist beginning OTA students in formatting
occupation-based SOAP notes, and the task of documentation is broken down into smaller units to
make learning easier. Other formats and methods of recording client care are also explained, such
as the use of electronic health records and narrative notes. This text also presents an overview of the
initial evaluation process delineating the roles of the OT and OTA and guidelines for implementing
appropriate interventions. New in the Fifth Edition: Incorporation of the Occupational Therapy
Practice Framework: Domain and Process, Fourth Edition and other updated American Occupational
Therapy Association documents Updated information to meet Medicare Part B and other third-party
payer requirements Revised clinical terminology on par with current trends Added examples from
emerging practice areas Expanded tables along with new worksheets and learning activities
Included with the text are online supplemental materials for faculty use in the classroom, this
includes: access to supplemental website worksheets, learning activities, and scenario-based videos
to practice the documentation process.
  cpt codes speech therapy: Code of Federal Regulations , 2005
  cpt codes speech therapy: Aapc cpc certified professional coder exam prep 2025–2026
Elliot Spencer, 2025-07-28 The path to becoming a Certified Professional Coder can feel daunting.
Thousands of aspiring coders struggle with the overwhelming volume of codes, confusing guidelines,
and the high-pressure exam environment. With healthcare evolving rapidly and CPC exam
requirements getting stricter, you need a study guide that not only prepares you—but positions you



to win. Enter the ultimate exam prep resource: ”AAPC CPC Certified Professional Coder Exam Prep
2025–2026” by Elliot Spencer. This professionally crafted guide is more than a study tool—it’s your
personal roadmap to exam success and career advancement. Are you overwhelmed by the thought of
passing the AAPC CPC Exam in 2025 or 2026? Wondering how to master medical coding and crush
the Certified Professional Coder certification on your very first try? You’re not alone—and you’ve
just found the ultimate solution. The path to becoming a Certified Professional Coder can feel
daunting. Thousands of aspiring coders struggle with the overwhelming volume of codes, confusing
guidelines, and the high-pressure exam environment. With healthcare evolving rapidly and CPC
exam requirements getting stricter, you need a study guide that not only prepares you—but
positions you to win. Enter the ultimate exam prep resource: ”AAPC CPC Certified Professional
Coder Exam Prep 2025–2026” by Elliot Spencer. This professionally crafted guide is more than a
study tool—it’s your personal roadmap to exam success and career advancement. Packed with over
700+ practice questions, detailed answer explanations, and proven test-taking strategies, this book
gives you everything you need to understand, retain, and apply complex coding principles. Whether
you're just beginning your journey or brushing up for your recertification, this guide is tailored to fit
your learning style, boost your confidence, and increase your passing score potential. Unlike generic
coding guides, this book is strategically designed around the latest CPC exam format, updated
guidelines, and real-world coding challenges. You'll gain expert insights into ICD-10-CM, CPT,
HCPCS Level II, medical terminology, coding guidelines, and more—everything the AAPC wants you
to master. Written in a clear, humanized tone by seasoned coding educator Elliot Spencer, this study
guide speaks directly to your struggles, eliminates confusion, and provides the clarity and
confidence you need to succeed. With practical tools, diagnostic assessments, and study hacks that
work, this is your most trusted companion on the path to CPC certification. If you're serious about
building a lucrative career in medical coding, landing top-paying remote or on-site jobs, or becoming
AAPC-certified in 2025 or 2026, this is the only book you need. Don’t leave your success to chance.
Join the thousands of future certified coders who are transforming their careers with this powerful
resource. Scroll up and grab your copy now—because your future as a Certified Professional Coder
starts here. Translator: Nicolle Raven PUBLISHER: TEKTIME
  cpt codes speech therapy: Let's Code It! 2024-2025 Code Edition Shelley Safian, 2024
  cpt codes speech therapy: Code of Federal Regulations United States. Department of the
Interior, 2007 Special edition of the Federal register, containing a codification of documents of
general applicability and future effect as of ... with ancillaries.
  cpt codes speech therapy: The Massachusetts register , 1993-04-23
  cpt codes speech therapy: Guide to Successful Private Practice in Speech-language
Pathology American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 1996
  cpt codes speech therapy: Life Care Planning and Case Management Handbook Subrata
Ghatak, 2009-09-21 Life Care Planning is an advanced collaborative practice concerned with
coordinating, accessing, evaluating, and monitoring necessary services for individuals with
significant medical adversity. This handbook provides a comprehensive resource for all people
involved with catastrophic impairments who need to solve complex medical care problems. Upda
  cpt codes speech therapy: Code of Federal Regulations, Title 42, Public Health, Pt. 400-413,
Revised as of October 1, 2009 Office of the Federal Register, 2010-02-18
  cpt codes speech therapy: Expiring Medicare Provider Payment Policies United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Ways and Means. Subcommittee on Health, 2011
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