cpt code for mechanical thrombectomy

cpt code for mechanical thrombectomy is a critical component in medical billing and coding,
particularly for procedures involving the removal of blood clots from blood vessels in the brain or
other parts of the body. Mechanical thrombectomy has become a vital intervention in treating acute
ischemic stroke and other thrombotic conditions, offering improved patient outcomes when
performed promptly. Understanding the appropriate CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) codes is
essential for healthcare providers, coders, and billing specialists to ensure accurate documentation,
reimbursement, and compliance with healthcare regulations. This article delves into the specifics of
CPT codes related to mechanical thrombectomy, explores coding guidelines, and discusses nuances in
billing practices. Additionally, it covers related procedural codes, insurance considerations, and best
practices in coding for mechanical thrombectomy procedures.
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e Coding Guidelines and Documentation Requirements

e Insurance and Reimbursement Considerations
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Understanding CPT Codes for Mechanical
Thrombectomy

The CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy encompasses a set of standardized codes used to
describe the procedure of mechanically removing a thrombus or clot from a blood vessel. These codes
are maintained by the American Medical Association (AMA) and are widely used across healthcare
systems in the United States. Mechanical thrombectomy typically involves the use of specialized
devices, such as stent retrievers or aspiration catheters, to restore blood flow in occluded arteries,
most commonly in cases of ischemic stroke.

Accurate coding of mechanical thrombectomy is crucial because it directly impacts clinical
documentation, billing accuracy, and reimbursement from insurance carriers. The selection of the
correct CPT code depends on the specifics of the procedure, including the vascular territory treated,
the devices used, and whether thrombolytic agents are administered concurrently.

Definition of Mechanical Thrombectomy

Mechanical thrombectomy is a minimally invasive endovascular procedure aimed at physically
extracting a clot obstructing blood flow in arteries or veins. It is most commonly used in the cerebral
arteries during acute ischemic stroke but may also be applied in peripheral vasculature. This
procedure has become a standard of care for eligible stroke patients presenting within a specific



therapeutic window.

Role of CPT Coding in Healthcare

CPT coding provides a uniform language for reporting medical, surgical, and diagnostic services. For
mechanical thrombectomy, precise CPT coding ensures that healthcare providers are reimbursed
appropriately, data on procedural outcomes can be tracked, and compliance with billing regulations is
maintained.

Commonly Used CPT Codes and Their Descriptions

There are several CPT codes that pertain specifically to mechanical thrombectomy procedures. These
codes are designed to capture the complexity and resource utilization of the intervention. Below are
the primary CPT codes associated with mechanical thrombectomy.

Primary CPT Codes for Mechanical Thrombectomy

e 027X3ZX - Removal of Intraluminal Thrombus from Cerebral Artery, Percutaneous Approach

e 61645 - Intracranial mechanical thrombectomy, including angioplasty and/or stenting if
performed

e 37184 - Mechanical thrombectomy, non-central nervous system vessels, percutaneous
approach

Note: While CPT codes beginning with 027 are part of the ICD-10-PCS system used primarily for
inpatient hospital coding, CPT codes such as 61645 and 37184 are used in outpatient and professional
billing contexts. It is essential to select the correct code based on the setting and specific procedural
details.

Additional Codes Related to Mechanical Thrombectomy

Other codes may be relevant depending on the procedure’s complexity, including codes for
angiography, catheter placement, and administration of thrombolytic agents.

* 36228 - Selective catheter placement, cerebral artery
e 37002 - Introduction of catheter for diagnostic angiography

e 37195 - Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, mechanical thrombectomy adjunct



Coding Guidelines and Documentation Requirements

Proper use of the cpt code for mechanical thrombectomy requires adherence to specific coding
guidelines and thorough documentation. This ensures that the procedure is accurately described for
billing and legal purposes.

Documentation Essentials

Healthcare providers must document the following to support the CPT code selection:

« Indication for mechanical thrombectomy (e.g., acute ischemic stroke, vessel occlusion)
e Vascular territory treated (e.qg., cerebral artery, peripheral artery)

¢ Devices and techniques used (e.g., stent retriever, aspiration catheter)

e Concurrent procedures such as angiography or thrombolytic therapy

e Complications encountered and management

Guidelines for Code Selection

Coders should carefully assess the procedure report to determine the appropriate code based on:

e The anatomical site of thrombectomy
e Whether the procedure was performed via percutaneous or open approach
e Inclusion of adjunctive procedures like angioplasty or stenting

e The number of vessels treated and whether multiple codes are warranted

Insurance and Reimbursement Considerations

Insurance coverage and reimbursement policies for mechanical thrombectomy vary among payers
and are influenced by clinical indications, coding accuracy, and documentation quality. Understanding
these factors is critical for maximizing reimbursement and minimizing claim denials.

Medicare and Medicaid Policies

Medicare recognizes mechanical thrombectomy as a medically necessary procedure for acute
ischemic stroke under specific conditions. Reimbursement is tied to the correct application of CPT



codes and compliance with medical necessity criteria. Medicaid programs may have similar or varying
requirements depending on the state.

Private Insurance and Payer Variations

Private insurers may have differing policies regarding coverage, preauthorization, and payment rates
for mechanical thrombectomy. It is important to verify payer-specific guidelines and ensure that all
coding and documentation requirements are met to facilitate smooth claims processing.

Common Causes of Claim Denials

Claims for mechanical thrombectomy may be denied due to:

e Incorrect or incomplete CPT code usage
e Lack of supporting documentation for medical necessity
e Failure to report ancillary procedures properly

e Missing preauthorization or prior authorization requirements

Best Practices for Accurate Coding and Billing

Implementing best practices in coding and billing for mechanical thrombectomy helps healthcare
providers avoid errors, optimize reimbursement, and maintain compliance.

Regular Training and Updates

Coders and billing staff should receive ongoing education on updates to CPT codes, payer policies,
and clinical guidelines related to mechanical thrombectomy. This ensures familiarity with new codes
and reimbursement changes.

Collaboration Between Providers and Coders

Effective communication between physicians, coders, and billing specialists is essential to clarify
procedural details and documentation that impact code selection.

Utilization of Coding Resources

Leverage coding manuals, payer-specific guidelines, and coding software tools to verify code
accuracy and adherence to current standards. Employing internal audits can also identify and correct



coding errors.

Comprehensive Documentation

Ensure that all aspects of the mechanical thrombectomy procedure are thoroughly documented,
including the indication, devices used, adjunct procedures, and outcomes. Complete records support
accurate and defensible coding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy?

The primary CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy is 0235T, which covers catheter-based
mechanical thrombectomy for acute ischemic stroke.

Are there different CPT codes for mechanical thrombectomy
procedures?

Yes, CPT codes 0235T and 0236T are commonly used, where 0235T covers mechanical thrombectomy
and 0236T covers additional passes or attempts during the procedure.

Is mechanical thrombectomy covered by insurance using CPT
code 0235T?

Yes, mechanical thrombectomy with CPT code 0235T is generally covered by insurance for eligible
patients, especially for acute ischemic stroke within approved time windows.

Can CPT code 61645 be used for mechanical thrombectomy?

No, CPT code 61645 is used for endovascular thrombectomy of cerebral arteries but is less specific
than 0235T, which is the preferred code for mechanical thrombectomy in stroke.

How should CPT code 0236T be reported with 0235T?

CPT code 0236T is reported as an add-on code for each additional thrombectomy pass after the first,
and it should be used in conjunction with the primary code 0235T.

Are there ICD-10 diagnosis codes associated with CPT
mechanical thrombectomy codes?

Yes, mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes are typically paired with ICD-10 codes such as 163.x to
indicate acute ischemic stroke for accurate billing and documentation.



When was the CPT code for mechanical thrombectomy
introduced?

The CPT codes 0235T and 0236T for mechanical thrombectomy were introduced in 2016 to address
advances in stroke treatment.

Can mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes be used for
peripheral artery thrombectomy?

No, CPT codes 0235T and 0236T are specific for cerebral mechanical thrombectomy. Peripheral artery
thrombectomy uses different CPT codes such as 37184.

Additional Resources

1. Comprehensive Guide to CPT Coding for Mechanical Thrombectomy

This book offers an in-depth exploration of CPT codes specific to mechanical thrombectomy
procedures. It covers the latest coding updates, billing guidelines, and documentation requirements.
Ideal for medical coders and billing professionals, it helps ensure accurate claims and compliance with
payer policies.

2. Mechanical Thrombectomy: Clinical Procedures and Coding Essentials

Focusing on both the clinical and administrative aspects, this book provides a thorough overview of
mechanical thrombectomy techniques alongside detailed CPT coding instructions. It includes case
studies and coding scenarios to enhance understanding and application in real-world settings.

3. CPT Coding Handbook for Neuroendovascular Interventions

Targeted at neurointerventionalists and coding specialists, this handbook details CPT codes related to
various neuroendovascular procedures, with a significant section on mechanical thrombectomy. It
emphasizes coding accuracy, documentation tips, and reimbursement strategies.

4. Practical CPT Coding for Interventional Radiology: Mechanical Thrombectomy Focus

This practical guide emphasizes CPT coding for interventional radiology procedures, particularly
mechanical thrombectomy. It explains coding rules, modifiers, and bundling concepts, facilitating
proper billing and reducing claim denials.

5. Essentials of Stroke Intervention Coding: Mechanical Thrombectomy and Beyond

Designed for stroke care teams and coders, this book covers the procedural aspects and CPT coding
nuances of stroke interventions, including mechanical thrombectomy. It highlights the clinical
indications, procedural steps, and appropriate coding to optimize reimbursement.

6. Medical Billing and Coding for Mechanical Thrombectomy Procedures

This resource focuses on the financial and administrative side of mechanical thrombectomy, detailing
coding, billing processes, and payer communications. It serves as a practical manual for medical
billers to navigate complex claims and maximize revenue cycles.

7. Neurovascular CPT Coding: Mechanical Thrombectomy and Related Procedures
Offering a specialized look at neurovascular coding, this book breaks down CPT codes for mechanical
thrombectomy and associated endovascular treatments. It provides coding tips, compliance advice,



and updates on coding changes impacting neurovascular services.

8. Advanced CPT Coding Strategies for Mechanical Thrombectomy

Aimed at experienced coders and coding auditors, this book delves into complex scenarios, coding
audits, and best practices related to mechanical thrombectomy CPT codes. It helps ensure coding
precision and supports thorough documentation review.

9. Mechanical Thrombectomy: Interventional Techniques and Coding Guidelines

This publication combines detailed descriptions of mechanical thrombectomy techniques with
comprehensive CPT coding guidelines. It is useful for clinicians, coders, and administrators seeking to
understand the procedural and coding aspects together for improved clinical documentation and
billing accuracy.
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medical billing regulations. What sets this book apart is its human-centered approach. Through vivid
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unprepared. Grab your copy of CPT Professional 2025-2026 today and take control of your future in
medical coding. Translator: Nicolle Raven PUBLISHER: TEKTIME
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registered trademark of the American Medical Association.
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all aspects of opening and running an office-based endovascular center, including various models,
regulations, capital equipment, quality control, management of safety and complications, marketing
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employed positions. It will provide direction to management teams from practice and institutional
levels. It is also of use to surgical trainees and to researchers in health policy issues.
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references, details and explains each of the more than 600 code changes found in CPT TM 2001.
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