BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY

BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY ARE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS IN THE HEALTHCARE BILLING PROCESS, ENABLING ACCURATE
DOCUMENTATION AND REIMBURSEMENT FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY SERVICES. THESE CODES ENSURE THAT PROVIDERS
ARE COMPENSATED APPROPRIATELY FOR THEIR EXPERTISE IN DIAGNOSING AND TREATING COMMUNICATION DISORDERS,
SWALLOWING DIFFICULTIES, AND OTHER RELATED CONDITIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS BILLING CODES, INCLUDING CPT
(CURRENT PROCEDURAL TERMINOLOGY) AND ICD-10 (INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES) CODES, IS CRUCIAL FOR
SPEECH THERAPISTS, BILLING SPECIALISTS, AND HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATORS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE MOST COMMONLY
USED BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY, THEIR APPLICATIONS, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR EFFECTIVE BILLING. ADDITIONALLY,
IT COVERS THE NUANCES OF INSURANCE CLAIMS, MEDICARE AND MEDICAID REGULATIONS, AND TIPS FOR MINIMIZING CLAIM
DENIALS. BY MASTERING THESE CODING STANDARDS, SPEECH THERAPY PROVIDERS CAN OPTIMIZE REVENUE CYCLES AND MAINTAIN
COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTHCARE REGULATIONS.
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OVERVIEW OF BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY

BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY ARE STANDARDIZED ALPHANUMERIC IDENTIFIERS USED IN MEDICAL BILLING TO SPECIFY THE
SERVICES PROVIDED BY SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS. THESE CODES FACILITATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HEAL THCARE
PROVIDERS, PAYERS, AND REGULATORY BODIES, STREAMLINING THE REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS. TWwO PRIMARY CODING SYSTEMS
ARE UTILIZED: CPT CODES, WHICH DESCRIBE THE PROCEDURES AND SERVICES RENDERED, AND ICD-10 CODES, WHICH INDICATE
THE PATIENT’S DIAGNOSIS OR CONDITION. ACCURATE USE OF THESE CODES IS VITAL FOR COMPLIANCE WITH PAYER POLICIES
AND ENSURING TIMELY PAYMENT. SPEECH THERAPY BILLING CODES ENCOMPASS A RANGE OF SERVICES, FROM EVALUATION AND
ASSESSMENT TO TREATMENT SESSIONS AND RE-EVALUATIONS.

PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF BILLING CODES

BILLING CODES SERVE MULTIPLE PURPOSES IN SPEECH THERAPY, INCLUDING STANDARDIZING CLAIMS SUBMISSIONS, DOCUMENTING
CLINICAL SERVICES, AND SUPPORTING MEDICAL NECESSITY. THEY HELP INSURANCE COMPANIES VERIFY THAT THE SERVICES BILLED
ARE APPROPRIATE FOR THE DIAGNOSED CONDITION AND ARE PERFORMED BY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS. PROPER CODING REDUCES
CLAIM REJECTIONS AND AUDITS, CONTRIBUTING TO EFFICIENT PRACTICE MANAGEMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY.

Types ofF BILLING CODES IN SPEECH THERAPY

THE TWO MAIN TYPES OF BILLING CODES RELEVANT TO SPEECH THERAPY ARE:

e CPT Cobes: USED TO DESCRIBE THE SPECIFIC SPEECH THERAPY PROCEDURES AND TIME SPENT.

e |CD-10 CobEs: USED TO DOCUMENT THE MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS OR REASON FOR THE THERAPY.



CoMMoN CPT Cobes UsEeD IN SPEECH THERAPY

CPT CODES ARE STANDARDIZED CODES DEVELOPED BY THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TO IDENTIFY MEDICAL, SURGICAL,
AND DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES. IN SPEECH THERAPY, CPT CODES DESCRIBE SERVICES SUCH AS EVALUATIONS, TREATMENT SESSIONS,
AND GROUP THERAPIES. FAMILIARITY WITH THESE CODES ENSURES THAT PROVIDERS CAN ACCURATELY BILL FOR THE TIME AND
TYPE OF THERAPY DELIVERED.

EVALUATION AND RE-EVALUATION CODES

SPEECH THERAPY EVALUATIONS ARE CRITICAL FOR ASSESSING A PATIENT'S NEEDS AND DEVELOPING A TREATMENT PLAN. TWO
PRIMARY CPT CODES ARE USED FOR THESE PURPOSES:

e 92521: EVALUATION OF SPEECH FLUENCY (E.G., STUTTERING, CLUTTERING).

e 92522: EVALUATION OF SPEECH SOUND PRODUCTION (ARTICULATION, PHONOLOGICAL PROCESS, APRAXIA,
DYSARTHRIA).

o 92523: EVALUATION OF SPEECH SOUND PRODUCTION WITH EVALUATION OF LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION AND
EXPRESSION.

o 92524: BEHAVIORAL AND QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF VOICE AND RESONANCE.

e 92507: TREATMENT OF SPEECH, LANGUAGE, VOICE, COMMUNICATION, AND/OR AUDITORY PROCESSING DISORDER;
INDIVIDUAL.

e 92508: GROUP TREATMENT OF SPEECH, LANGUAGE, VOICE, COMMUNICATION, AND/OR AUDITORY PROCESSING
DISORDER.

e 92607: EVALUATION FOR SPEECH GENERATING AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION DEVICE.

e 92608: THERAPEUTIC SERVICES FOR THE USE OF SPEECH-GENERATING DEVICE.

TReATMENT SessioN Copes

THesE CPT CODES ARE USED FOR ONGOING THERAPY SESSIONS AIMED AT IMPROVING COMMUNICATION AND SWALLOWING
FUNCTIONS:

e 92507: INDIVIDUAL SPEECH THERAPY SESSION.
o 92508: GROUP SPEECH THERAPY SESSION.

e 92526: TREATMENT OF SWALLOWING DYSFUNCTION AND/OR ORAL FUNCTION FOR FEEDING.

ADDITIONAL ReLevaNT CPT Cobes

OTHeR CPT CODES MAY APPLY DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC SERVICES RENDERED, SUCH AS COUNSELING OR EDUCATION RELATED
TO SPEECH THERAPY:



e 967105: ASSESSMENT OF APHASIA.

e 961 10: DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING.

ICD-10 DiagNosis CobDEs RELEVANT TO SPEECH THERAPY

ICD-10 CODES IDENTIFY THE PATIENT'S MEDICAL CONDITION OR DIAGNOSIS PROMPTING SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES. T HESE
CODES ARE REQUIRED ON CLAIMS TO JUSTIFY THE MEDICAL NECESSITY OF THE TREATMENT. THE |CD-10 SYSTEM INCLUDES A
VAST ARRAY OF CODES, SOME OF WHICH ARE PARTICULARLY RELEVANT TO SPEECH THERAPY.

ComMmon ICD-10 CobEes For SpeecH DISorDERS

F80.0: PHONOLOGICAL DISORDER.

F80.1: EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE DISORDER.

F80.2: MIXED RECEPTIVE-EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE DISORDER.

R47.01: APHASIA.

R47.9: UNSPECIFIED SPEECH DISTURBANCE.

CoDES FOR SWALLOWING AND VoICE DISORDERS

® R13.10: DYSPHAGIA, UNSPECIFIED.
® R49.0: DYsPHONIA.

e J38.6: VOCAL CORD PARALYSIS.

BILLING PROCEDURES AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

ACCURATE BILLING FOR SPEECH THERAPY REQUIRES METICULOUS DOCUMENTATION TO SUPPORT THE SERVICES BILLED.
PROVIDERS MUST RECORD DETAILED NOTES ON EVALUATIONS, TREATMENT PLANS, PROGRESS, AND PATIENT RESPONSES. THiS
DOCUMENTATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR JUSTIFYING THE USE OF SPECIFIC BILLING CODES AND IS OFTEN REVIEWED DURING AUDITS.

DoOCUMENTATION BEST PRACTICES

EFFECTIVE DOCUMENTATION SHOULD INCLUDE:

1. PATIENT’S DIAGNOSIS AND RELEVANT ICD-10 coDEs.
2. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THERAPY SERVICES PROVIDED WITH CORRESPONDING CPT CODES.

3. DURATION OF EACH THERAPY SESSION.



4. GOALS AND PROGRESS NOTES.

5. ANY MODIFICATIONS OR ADDITIONAL SERVICES RENDERED.

CLAIM SuBMISSION PROCESS

SPEECH THERAPY CLAIMS ARE TYPICALLY SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY USING STANDARDIZED FORMATS SUCH AS THE
CMS-1500 ForM. CLAIMS MUST INCLUDE BOTH CPT AND ICD-10 CODES ALONG WITH PROVIDER AND PATIENT INFORMATION.
FOLLOWING PAYER-SPECIFIC GUIDELINES AND VERIFYING ELIGIBILITY PRIOR TO SUBMISSION REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF CLAIM
DENIALS.

INSURANCE, MEDICARE, AND MEDICAID CONSIDERATIONS

UNDERSTANDING PAYER POLICIES IS VITAL FOR SUCCESSFUL REIMBURSEMENT. MEDICARE AND MEDICAID HAVE SPECIFIC COVERAGE
CRITERIA AND LIMITATIONS FOR SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES, AND PRIVATE INSURERS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

MebpicARE COVERAGE FOR SPEECH THERAPY

MEDICARE PART B COVERS SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES WHEN MEDICALLY NECESSARY, SUCH AS POST-STROKE REHABILITATION
OR TREATMENT OF SWALLOWING DISORDERS. THERAPISTS MUST USE APPROPRIATE CPT CODES AND DEMONSTRATE MEDICAL
NECESSITY WITH RELEVANT |CD-10 copeS. DOCUMENTATION MUST SUPPORT THE NEED FOR ONGOING THERAPY AND
MEASURABLE PROGRESS.

MEDICAID AND PRIVATE INSURANCE V ARIATIONS

MEDICAID COVERAGE VARIES BY STATE BUT OFTEN INCLUDES SPEECH THERAPY FOR CHILDREN WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS OR
SPEECH IMPAIRMENTS. PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS MAY REQUIRE PRIOR AUTHORIZATION OR HAVE LIMITS ON THE NUMBER OF
SESSIONS. PROVIDERS SHOULD VERIFY COVERAGE DETAILS AND PAYER POLICIES TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND REIMBURSEMENT.

Tips FOR ACCURATE CODING AND AVOIDING DENIALS

ERRORS IN BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY CAN LEAD TO CLAIM DENIALS, DELAYED PAYMENTS, OR AUDITS. IMPLEMENTING
BEST PRACTICES IN CODING AND BILLING CAN IMPROVE CLAIM ACCEPTANCE RATES AND FINANCIAL OUTCOMES.

CoMmon CoDING ErRrRORS TO AvoID

o USING INCORRECT orR oUTDATED CPT or ICD-10 cobes.
e FAILURE TO DOCUMENT MEDICAL NECESSITY ADEQUATELY.
® BILLING FOR SERVICES NOT PERFORMED OR EXCEEDING ALLOWED TIME UNITS.

e OMITTING REQUIRED MODIFIERS OR USING THEM INCORRECTLY.



STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE BILLING

® STAY CURRENT WITH CODING UPDATES AND PAYER POLICIES.

o CONDUCT REGULAR TRAINING FOR BILLING STAFF AND THERAPISTS.

USE ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS WITH INTEGRATED CODING TOOLS.
® REVIEW CLAIMS PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO CATCH ERRORS.

® MAINTAIN COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCURATE DOCUMENTATION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON BILLING CODES USED FOR SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES?

THE MOST COMMON BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH THERAPY ARE CPT copes 92507 (speecH THERAPY), 92508 (SPeEcH To
LANGUAGE THERAPY), AND 9252 1-92524 (AUDIOLOGIC AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATIONS).

How po | DETERMINE THE CORRECT CPT CODE FOR SPEECH THERAPY SESSIONS?

SELECTING THE CORRECT CPT CODE DEPENDS ON THE TYPE OF SERVICE PROVIDED, SUCH AS EVALUATION, THERAPY, OR
DIAGNOSTIC TESTING. REVIEW THE SPECIFICS OF THE SESSION AND REFER TO THE CPT MANUAL OR PAYER GUIDELINES TO SELECT
THE APPROPRIATE CODE.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC BILLING CODES FOR PEDIATRIC SPEECH THERAPY?

No, THERE ARE NO SEPARATE CPT CODES SPECIFICALLY FOR PEDIATRIC SPEECH THERAPY. THE SAME CPT CODES USED FOR
ADULT SPEECH THERAPY APPLY, BUT DOCUMENTATION SHOULD SPECIFY THE PATIENT'S AGE AND THERAPY GOALS.

CAN SPEECH THERAPY BILLING CODES BE USED FOR TELEHEALTH SERVICES?

YES, MANY SPEECH THERAPY CPT CODES CAN BE BILLED FOR TELEHEALTH SERVICES, ESPECIALLY SINCE THE EXPANSION OF
TELEHEALTH DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO CHECK PAYER POLICIES FOR TELEHEALTH
COVERAGE AND MODIFIER REQUIREMENTS.

WHAT ICD-10 CODES ARE COMMONLY PAIRED WITH SPEECH THERAPY BILLING CODES?

CoMMoN ICD-10 CODES PAIRED WITH SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES INCLUDE R47.01 (aPHASIA), F80.0 (SPeecH SOUND
DISORDER), R48.0 (aPraxIA), AND F80.9 (DEVELOPMENTAL SPEECH OR LANGUAGE DISORDER). THE DIAGNOSIS CODE SHOULD
REFLECT THE PATIENT'S CONDITION ACCURATELY.

How DO MODIFIERS AFFECT SPEECH THERAPY BILLING CODES?

MODIFIERS PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SERVICE, SUCH AS WHETHER IT WAS A REDUCED SERVICE OR
PROVIDED VIA TELEHEALTH. FOR EXAMPLE, MODIFIER 95 INDICATES TELEHEALTH, AND MODIFIER GP SIGNIFIES THERAPY SERVICES.
USING APPROPRIATE MODIFIERS ENSURES PROPER REIMBURSEMENT.



ARE THERE ANY DIFFERENCES IN BILLING CODES FOR GROUP VERSUS INDIVIDUAL SPEECH
THERAPY SESSIONS?

YES, GROUP SPEECH THERAPY SESSIONS MAY REQUIRE DIFFERENT CPT CODES OR MODIFIERS TO INDICATE THAT THE SERVICE
WAS PROVIDED IN A GROUP SETTING. HO\X/EVER, MANY PAYERS MAY REQUIRE INDIVIDUAL CODES WITH SPECIFIC
DOCUMENTATION; IT'S ESSENTIAL TO VERIFY WITH EACH PAYER.

\WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT BILLING CODES FOR SPEECH
THERAPY?

DOCUMENTATION MUST INCLUDE THE PATIENT'S DIAGNOSIS, THERAPY GOALS, TYPE AND DURATION OF THERAPY , PROGRESS
NOTES, AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE SERVICES BILLED. PROPER DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTS THE USE OF SPECIFIC CPT cobes
AND HELPS AVOID CLAIM DENIALS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SpeecH THERAPY BiLLING AND CODING: A PRACTICAL GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS SPEECH THERAPISTS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF BILLING AND CODING PROCESSES SPECIFIC TO THEIR
FIELD. |T COVERS ESSENTIAL CODING SYSTEMS SUCH AS CPT anD ICD-10, PROVIDING PRACTICAL TIPS FOR ACCURATE
DOCUMENTATION AND CLAIM SUBMISSION. DESIGNED FOR BOTH BEGINNERS AND EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS, IT HELPS REDUCE
CLAIM DENIALS AND MAXIMIZE REIMBURSEMENT.

2. MasTerING CPT CopES FOR SPEECH-L ANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

FocuseD sPECIFICALLY ON CPT CODES USED IN SPEECH THERAPY, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN COMPLEX CODING GUIDELINES INTO
EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND LANGUAGE. |T INCLUDES REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES AND CASE STUDIES TO ILLUSTRATE PROPER CODE
SELECTION AND USAGE. THE GUIDE ALSO HIGHLIGHTS COMMON PITFALLS AND STRATEGIES TO AVOID BILLING ERRORS.

3. ICD- 70 CobinG For SPeecH THERAPY: A CLINICIAN’S HANDBOOK

THIS HANDBOOK CENTERS ON THE ICD- 10 DIAGNOSTIC CODES RELEVANT TO SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY. |T EXPLAINS HOW
TO LINK DIAGNOSES WITH TREATMENT CODES ACCURATELY TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. THE BOOK
ALSO DISCUSSES UPDATES TO CODING STANDARDS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR SPEECH THERAPISTS.

4. BILLING AND REIMBURSEMENT STRATEGIES FOR SPEECH-L ANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS

DESIGNED AS A RESOURCE TO IMPROVE FINANCIAL OUTCOMES, THIS BOOK EXPLORES EFFECTIVE BILLING PRACTICES AND
REIMBURSEMENT METHODOLOGIES. |T PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO NAVIGATING INSURANCE POLICIES, MEDICAID, AND MEDICARE
BILLING. ADDITIONALLY, IT OFFERS ADVICE ON MANAGING DOCUMENTATION TO SUPPORT CLAIMS AND MINIMIZE AUDITS.

5. SpeecH THERAPY INSURANCE CODING MADE SIMPLE

A USER-FRIENDLY GUIDE THAT SIMPLIFIES THE COMPLEXITIES OF INSURANCE CODING FOR SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES. |T INCLUDES
STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING CLAIMS AND UNDERSTANDING PAYER REQUIREMENTS. THE BOOK SERVES AS A
QUICK REFERENCE FOR CLINICIANS AIMING TO STREAMLINE THEIR BILLING WORKFLOW.

6. COMPLIANCE AND DOCUMENTA TION FOR SPEECH-L ANGUAGE PATHOLOGY BILLING

THIS TITLE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THOROUGH DOCUMENTATION AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE IN SPEECH THERAPY
BILLING. |T OUTLINES FEDERAL AND STATE GUIDELINES, ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, AND AUDIT READINESS. THE BOOK EQUIPS
THERAPISTS WITH TOOLS TO MAINTAIN ACCURATE RECORDS THAT JUSTIFY CODING CHOICES.

7. CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO SPeecH THErAPY CPT anp ICD-10 Copes

OFFERING AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT BOTH CPT AND ICD- 10 CODES RELEVANT TO SPEECH THERAPY, THIS GUIDE HELPS CLINICIANS
NAVIGATE THE CODING LANDSCAPE CONFIDENTLY. [T INCLUDES CROSSWALKS BETWEEN CODES, CODING TIPS, AND UPDATES ON
RECENT CHANGES. THE RESOURCE IS VALUABLE FOR OPTIMIZING BILLING ACCURACY AND EFFICIENCY.

8. SPeecH-LL ANGUAGE PATHOLOGY CODING AND BILLING ESSENTIALS

THIS ESSENTIAL HANDBOOK COVERS THE FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS OF CODING AND BILLING IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY. |T
ADDRESSES COMMON BILLING SCENARIOS, INSURANCE CLAIM PROCESSING, AND TROUBLESHOOTING DENIED CLAIMS. THE BOOK IS
IDEAL FOR THERAPISTS SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS ALONGSIDE CLINICAL EXPERTISE.



Q. EFFECTIVE BILLING PRACTICES FOR PEDIATRIC SPEECH THERAPY

SPECIFICALLY TARGETING PEDIATRIC SPEECH THERAPISTS, THIS BOOK ADDRESSES UNIQUE BILLING CHALLENGES IN THIS
SPECIALTY. |IT DISCUSSES AGE-SPECIFIC CODING CONSIDERATIONS, THERAPY PLAN DOCUMENTATION, AND COORDINATION WITH
INSURANCE PROVIDERS. THE GUIDE AIMS TO IMPROVE REIMBURSEMENT RATES WHILE ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTHCARE
REGULATIONS.
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