bill self coaching history

bill self coaching history traces the remarkable journey of one of college basketball’s
most successful and influential coaches. From his early days as a player to becoming a
legendary head coach, Bill Self has built an impressive résumé marked by numerous
championships, tournament appearances, and coaching accolades. This article explores
the various stages of Self’s coaching career, highlighting key accomplishments and the
impact he has had on collegiate basketball. Readers will gain insight into his coaching
philosophy, notable teams, and career milestones that define his legacy. The
comprehensive overview also delves into Self’s early coaching roles, his rise through the
coaching ranks, and his transformative tenure at the University of Kansas.
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Early Life and Playing Career

Bill Self was born in 1962 and grew up in Oklahoma, where his passion for basketball was
evident from a young age. He played college basketball at the University of Oklahoma,
where he was a three-year letterman from 1980 to 1984. During his playing career, Self
demonstrated a deep understanding of the game, which later contributed to his success as
a coach. His experiences as a player laid the foundation for his coaching philosophy and
approach to team leadership.

Beginnings of Coaching Career

Upon completing his playing career, Bill Self transitioned into coaching, starting as a
graduate assistant at the University of Oklahoma. Over the next several years, he gained
experience as an assistant coach at various programs, including Kansas State, Oral
Roberts, and the University of Tulsa. These early coaching positions allowed Self to



develop his skills in recruitment, strategy, and player development, crucial elements of his
later success as a head coach.

Assistant Coaching Roles

Throughout the late 1980s and early 1990s, Self served as an assistant coach under
multiple head coaches. His time at Oral Roberts and Tulsa was particularly formative, as
he learned to manage teams and coordinate game plans. These roles also helped him
establish a reputation as a promising young coach capable of developing competitive
programs.

Head Coaching Tenure at Oral Roberts University

Bill Self earned his first head coaching opportunity at Oral Roberts University in 1997.
Taking over a struggling program, he quickly demonstrated his ability to rebuild and
elevate the team’s performance. Under his leadership, Oral Roberts improved its winning
record and became more competitive within its conference. This tenure marked the
beginning of Self’s rise as a respected head coach in college basketball.

Key Achievements at Oral Roberts

e Improved team record significantly during his two seasons
e Developed standout players who later succeeded at higher levels

e Established a foundation for program growth and competitiveness

Success at Tulsa and Illinois

Following Oral Roberts, Bill Self took the head coaching position at the University of Tulsa
in 1999. His time at Tulsa was marked by impressive improvements and a strong NCAA
tournament appearance. Self’s successful stint at Tulsa attracted attention from larger
programs, leading to his hiring at the University of Illinois in 2000.

Impact at Tulsa

At Tulsa, Self led the team to a 27-7 record and an NCAA tournament berth during the
2000 season. His effective coaching and ability to maximize talent put Tulsa back on the
national basketball map. This success was a critical stepping stone in his career.



Illinois Tenure

Bill Self coached Illinois for two seasons, from 2000 to 2003, where he continued to
develop strong teams that competed at a high level. During his time, Illinois secured
NCAA tournament appearances and built a competitive Big Ten presence, further
solidifying Self’s reputation as an elite coach.

Bill Self’s Era at the University of Kansas

In 2003, Bill Self was appointed head coach of the University of Kansas Jayhawks, a
position he holds to this day. His tenure at Kansas is defined by sustained excellence,
multiple conference championships, and national success, including NCAA tournament
championships. Self’s leadership has brought stability and prominence to one of college
basketball’s most storied programs.

Major Milestones at Kansas

e Over 600 wins, ranking him among the winningest coaches in NCAA history
e Multiple Big 12 regular season and tournament championships

e National Championships in 2008 and 2022

e Consistent NCAA tournament appearances with deep runs

e Development of numerous NBA-caliber players

Coaching Style and Philosophy

Bill Self is known for his disciplined, defense-oriented coaching style combined with a fast-
paced offense. His teams typically emphasize strong ball movement, physical defense, and
adaptability. Self’s approach focuses on recruiting high-character players who fit his
system and developing them both athletically and personally. This philosophy has
contributed greatly to his long-term success and program stability.

Key Elements of Self’s Coaching Approach

e Emphasis on defensive intensity and toughness
e Flexible offensive schemes tailored to player strengths

e Strong player development and mentorship



e Focus on team chemistry and leadership

e Adaptation to evolving basketball trends and analytics

Achievements and Awards

Throughout his coaching career, Bill Self has received numerous awards recognizing his
contributions to college basketball. His accolades reflect his ability to lead successful
programs and impact the sport at large. These honors underscore the significance of his
career accomplishments.

Notable Honors

National Coach of the Year awards (multiple times)

Big 12 Coach of the Year honors

Inductions into various basketball halls of fame

Recognition for excellence in recruiting and player development

Numerous conference championships and tournament titles

Legacy and Influence in College Basketball

Bill Self’s coaching history reflects not only individual success but also a lasting influence
on college basketball. His ability to sustain winning programs, develop talent, and uphold
high standards has inspired coaches and players alike. Self’s legacy continues to evolve as
he builds on decades of achievement, shaping the future of the sport.

Impact Beyond the Court

Beyond wins and titles, Bill Self is respected for his commitment to integrity, education,
and community involvement. His programs emphasize academic success and character
building, making a positive impact on student-athletes’ lives. Self’s contributions to college
basketball extend to mentoring future coaches and promoting the game’s growth
nationwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bill Self and what is he known for in basketball
coaching?

Bill Self is a prominent American college basketball coach, best known for being the head
coach of the University of Kansas men's basketball team, where he has achieved
significant success including winning a national championship.

When did Bill Self begin his head coaching career?

Bill Self began his head coaching career in 1993 at Oral Roberts University.

Which teams has Bill Self coached before joining the
University of Kansas?

Before joining Kansas, Bill Self was the head coach at Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, and
the University of Illinois.

What are some of Bill Self's major achievements as a
coach at Kansas?

At Kansas, Bill Self has won multiple Big 12 Conference titles, earned numerous NCAA
Tournament appearances, and led the team to a national championship in 2008.

How many NCAA Tournament appearances has Bill Self
made as a head coach?

Bill Self has made over 20 NCAA Tournament appearances as a head coach throughout his
career, including a streak of consecutive appearances with Kansas.

What coaching style and philosophy is Bill Self known
for?

Bill Self is known for his emphasis on strong defense, disciplined offensive execution, and
recruiting top talent, which have contributed to his teams' consistent success.

Has Bill Self received any personal coaching awards
during his career?

Yes, Bill Self has received numerous coaching awards, including multiple Big 12 Coach of
the Year honors and the Naismith College Coach of the Year award.



Additional Resources

1. Building a Legacy: The Bill Self Coaching Journey

This book chronicles Bill Self’s rise from an assistant coach to a renowned head coach in
college basketball. It explores his coaching philosophy, leadership style, and how he built
championship-winning teams. Readers gain insight into the challenges and triumphs that
shaped his career.

2. Mastering the Game: Bill Self’s Approach to College Basketball

Delve into Bill Self’s strategic mindset and his innovative tactics on the court. The book
details his methods for player development, game preparation, and in-game adjustments.
It is an essential read for anyone interested in understanding the nuances of successful
basketball coaching.

3. From Player to Coach: Bill Self’s Early Years

This biography covers Bill Self’s formative years as a player and how those experiences
influenced his coaching style. It highlights his transition from playing college basketball to
becoming a coach, providing a foundation for his later accomplishments. The narrative
offers personal anecdotes and early career lessons.

4. Winning Culture: Bill Self and the Kansas Jayhawks

Focusing on Bill Self’s tenure at the University of Kansas, this book examines how he
cultivated a winning culture and sustained excellence. It covers key seasons, recruitment
strategies, and the dynamics of managing a high-profile basketball program. The text also
reflects on his impact on players and the university community.

5. Leadership on and off the Court: Lessons from Bill Self

This book emphasizes Bill Self’s leadership qualities beyond basketball, including
mentoring young athletes and community involvement. It explores his approach to team
building, conflict resolution, and maintaining integrity under pressure. Readers can learn
valuable leadership lessons applicable in various fields.

6. Championship Mindset: Bill Self's Road to the NCAA Title

Detailing the journey to winning the NCAA Championship, this book highlights the
strategies, key games, and pivotal moments in Bill Self’s career. It offers an in-depth look
at how preparation and mental toughness contributed to his team’s success. The narrative
is filled with behind-the-scenes stories and coaching insights.

7. Adapting to Change: Bill Self’s Coaching Evolution

Explore how Bill Self adapted his coaching style over the years to keep pace with changes
in college basketball. The book discusses shifts in playing styles, recruiting landscapes,
and technological advancements. It showcases his ability to innovate while staying true to
his core principles.

8. The X’s and O’s of Bill Self

A technical guide to Bill Self’s basketball strategies, this book breaks down his offensive
and defensive systems. It includes diagrams, play analyses, and explanations of his
signature plays. Coaches and basketball enthusiasts will find this a valuable resource for
understanding high-level coaching tactics.

9. Bill Self: The Man Behind the Whistle



This biography offers a personal look at Bill Self’s life outside basketball, including his
family, values, and personal challenges. It paints a holistic portrait of the man who has
become a coaching legend, highlighting the balance between professional success and
personal fulfillment. The book provides an intimate perspective on his character and
motivations.
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bill self coaching history: 100 Things Kansas Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Ken Davis, Bill Self, 2013-11-01 The storied history that is KU basketball is revealed in this
compilation of the most critical moments and important facts about past and present players,
coaches, and teams. Most Kansas basketball fans have attended games at Allen Fieldhouse, seen
highlights of a young Paul Pierce, and remember watching the Jayhawks cut down the net in 2008.
But only real fans know the origins of the Rock Chalk Jayhawk Chant, where the Jayhawks played
prior to calling Allen Fieldhouse home, and can name the former Jayhawk who went on to earn the
Republican nomination for president. Scattered throughout the pages are pep talks, records, and
Jayhawks lore, including lyrics to “I'm a Jayhawk”; stories from Wilt Chamberlain’s years at Kansas;
Phog Allen’s 39 seasons on the Kansas bench; Roy Williams’ memorable 15-year run, including three
trips to the Final Four. Whether a die-hard fan from the days of Larry Brown or a new supporter of
Bill Self and Mario Chalmers, readers will find that this book contains everything Jayhawks fans
should know, see, and do in their lifetime.

bill self coaching history: Bill Self Bill Self, John Rohde, 2008 Th e 2007-2008 Kansas
Jayhawks capped off one of the program's most storied seasons by winning its fi ft h national
championship, and fi rst in 20 years. Th e Jayhawks' success in 2007-2008 has been credited to total
team eff ort and the inspiring leadership of head coach Bill Self. During his relatively short head
coaching career, Self has established himself as one of college basketball's best by leading Oral
Roberts to new frontiers, guiding Tulsa to its best season in school history, turning Illinois into a Big
Ten powerhouse and now taking Kansas from a perennially great program to the best in the
nation.In Bill Self 's fi rst authorized book: BILL SELF: At Home in the Phog, Self and those who
know him best off er an inside look at his journey into becoming one of the game's most respected
and most sought-aft er coaches.Self explains how he is living a dream - not only is he a head coach,
but he was selected to be the steward of what James Naismith and Phog Allen created. He describes
the excitement of reaching the pinnacle - leading the Jayhawks to a national title. He gives
minute-by-minute details of the contest that sent KU to the national title game Self has achieved his
dream of becoming a head coach. Th at much is evident. Even though he never dreamed of being the
head coach at the University of Kansas, he did aspire to lead a college basketball team to greatness,
which is exactly what he is doing.Self 's journey proves that even though dreams may change, they
can come true.

bill self coaching history: The Holy Grail of Hoops Josh Swade, 2013-08-01 When Josh Swade
found out that the original 13 rules of basketball, penned by Dr. James Naismith—the father of
modern basketball—were up for auction, he knew that it was his duty as a lifelong Jayhawks fan to
make sure that they ended up where they belonged. Penned in 1891, Naismith’s original rules were
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auctioned off by Sotheby’s in New York City on December 10, 2010. Upon hearing the news that
Naismith’s grandson, lan Naismith, had offered the rules for auction, Swade could not accept the
notion that this sacred document could reside with just some stranger or in a random home or hall.
He resolved to ensure that Naismith’s rules be returned to his spiritual home of forty years, The
University of Kansas. Swade had his raison d'etre. He had all the determination one could need.
There was only one issue. He did not have 4.3 million dollars. Spanning the course of thirty-nine
frantic days, Josh Swade embarked on a fanatical journey that would take him across the country.
His nearly religious obsession brought him face-to-face with NBA players Paul Peirce and Steve
Nash, NBA greats Jerry West and Larry Brown, and many others who knew the importance of this
relic. With multiple hurdles ahead of him, will Josh be able to find the money and support to
purchase the rules before it’s too late?

bill self coaching history: Illinois Basketball Guide , 2009

bill self coaching history: The Smart Financial Advisor Bill Martin CFA, 2017-10-25

bill self coaching history: Jayhawker Andrew Malan Milward, 2019-10-21 Wars ravage Iraq
and Afghanistan. An earthquake devastates Haiti. The economy is in crisis and America is in the
death grip of partisan politics. But what really, really gets you down? Your college basketball team
loses a key game. It kind of makes a person wonder—first, of course, about his priorities, but then,
inevitably, about the nature of such an obsession, one clearly shared with millions of sports fans
spanning the United States. In a book that begins with one fan’s passion for a game, Andrew Malan
Milward takes a deep dive into sports culture, team loyalty, and a shared sense of belonging—and
what these have to do with character, home, and history. At the University of Kansas—where the
inventor of the sport coached its first team—basketball is a religion, and Milward is a devoted
follower with a faith that has grown despite time and distance. Jayhawker, his first venture into
nonfiction, bears the marks of the accomplished storyteller. Sharply observed, deftly written, and
often as dramatic as its subject, the book pairs personal memoir with cultural history to conduct us
from the world of the athlete to the literary life, from competition to camaraderie, from the history of
the game to the game as a reflection of American history at its darkest hour and in its shining
moments. A journey through one man’s obsession with basketball, Jayhawker: On History, Home,
and Basketball tells a quintessential American story.

bill self coaching history: Coaching Myths Rick Albrecht, 2013-04-19 Unlike the generations
of coaches that have gone before them, today's coaches are expected not only to teach motor skills
to young athletes but to do so in an environment that is conducive to the ethical, emotional, social
and physical well-being of each one of them. Each of the 15 chapters of this book presents, and then
systematically debunks, the most pervasive, persistent and potentially harmful myths in coaching,
including such chestnuts as play by my rules, winning is the ultimate goal and there's no I in ‘team."
Although the information in every chapter is based on current scientific evidence (and there are
numerous source notes), each is written in the everyday language of coaches and covers topics that
are of particular interest to coaches, parents, athletic administrators, recreation programming
specialists--and even the occasional fan.

bill self coaching history: Tales from the Kansas Jayhawks Locker Room Mike Stallard,
2017-11-07 One of the most storied collegiate basketball programs in the nation, the Kansas
Jayhawks have produced some of the greatest players to ever hit the hardwood. In this updated
edition of Tales from the Kansas Jayhawks Locker Room, diehard Jayhawks fans will thrill over the
treasure trove of stories and memories from the players and coaches who have made the University
of Kansas into a basketball powerhouse. For over a century, Kansas has been the home of storied
coaches—from the game’s inventor James Naismith to the current reign of Bill Self—and prominent
players including Wilt Chamberlain, Paul Endacott, Danny Manning, Paul Pierce, Drew Gooden, and
dozens more. ,i>Tales from the Kansas Jayhawks Locker Room includes stories of all of them and is
a must-read for any Jayhawks fan.

bill self coaching history: Strategic Sport Communication Paul M. Pedersen, Pamela C.
Laucella, Edward Kian, Andrea N. Geurin, 2024-04-29 Strategic Sport Communication explores the



multifaceted segment of sport communication. This text presents a standard framework that
introduces readers to the many ways in which individuals, media outlets, and sport organizations
work to create, disseminate, and manage messages to their constituents--

bill self coaching history: Sports Brian Howell, 2011-01-01 This title examines the positions
of professional athlete, agent, college coach, and sports journalist. The duties and responsibilities of
the professional in each of these occupations are examined. Through profiles of Kevin Youkilis, Tom
Mills, Barry Hinson, and Jayson Stark, readers will get the sense of the sports professional's life.
Readers will learn about daily life in professional sports, average salaries, and educational
requirements and steps to securing one of these positions. Readers will learn what characteristics
and interests make for a successful career in the sports industry, and a short self-evaluation analyses
the prospective professional's potential for success in the field. Also included are evaluations of each
profession's potential market, and how to find work. Inside the Industry is a series in Essential
Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.

bill self coaching history: Grandfather's Enduring Love Kenneth David Musser, 2022-06-28 A
dramatic true story of a Kansas family extending over four continuous generations. Tragedy after
tragedy would haunt this family, including the mama burning to death on New Year's Day of 1927.
Papa's enduring love prevails as he raises two families of five children each. Papa's five-year-old
daughter, Faithe, would be the oldest witness of seeing her mama burning to death. As a result, she
would live a lifetime of depression and mental illness, leaving her to become an abusive wife and
mother. A son who suffered emotional and physical abuse at the hands of his mother himself would
lead a life of severe depression and acute anxiety. The emotionally and physically abused son will
share five escapes or places of refuge which helped him endure his eight-year continued abuse.
Throughout our true dramatic story will be vivid illustrations of a number of families' enduring love
through prayer, climaxing with the greatest enduring love ever, of God giving his only begotten Son,
Jesus to die on the cross, shedding his blood for all sinners.

bill self coaching history: Rooting for the Home Team Daniel A. Nathan, 2013-05-01
Rooting for the Home Team examines how various American communities create and maintain a
sense of collective identity through sports. Looking at large cities such as Chicago, Baltimore, and
Los Angeles as well as small rural towns, suburbs, and college towns, the contributors consider the
idea that rooting for local athletes and home teams often symbolizes a community's preferred
understanding of itself, and that doing so is an expression of connectedness, public pride and
pleasure, and personal identity. Some of the wide-ranging essays point out that financial interests
also play a significant role in encouraging fan bases, and modern media have made every seasonal
sport into yearlong obsessions. Celebrities show up for big games, politicians throw out first pitches,
and taxpayers pay plenty for new stadiums and arenas. The essays in Rooting for the Home Team
cover a range of professional and amateur athletics, including teams in basketball, football, baseball,
and even the phenomenon of no-glove softball. Contributors are Amy Bass, Susan Cahn, Mark
Dyreson, Michael Ezra, Elliott J. Gorn, Christopher Lamberti, Allison Lauterbach, Catherine M.
Lewis, Shelley Lucas, Daniel A. Nathan, Michael Oriard, Carlo Rotella, Jaime Schultz, Mike Tanier,
David K. Wiggins, and David W. Zang.

bill self coaching history: More University of Kansas Basketball Legends Kenneth N.
Johnson, 2014-09-09 KU alumnus and Jayhawk enthusiast Kenn Johnson is back with even more
legends and firsts. Notable coaches like Danny Manning, who won the national championship as a
player in 1988 and again as part of the coaching staff in 2008, have shaped and molded the team
throughout the decades. Players like Raef LaFrentz, who became the first Jayhawks player in
twenty-seven years to average a double-double over an entire season, keep the fans coming back for
more. From the history of the famous Allen Fieldhouse to current coach Bill Self, Johnson offers a
closer look at the team's unique contribution to the sport of basketball.

bill self coaching history: The Hidden History of Coaching Leni Wildflower, 2013-03-16 This
book gives you the real story on who came before us and how we built on the learning to evolve
coaching as an emerging profession. It's interesting, exciting, and a little bit scary to see some of the




antics that brought us here. Yet the honesty and openness within this book and the commentary by
the writer, demonstrates the values and beliefs we hold as coaches. It brings clarity to the past, and
it strengthens the framework for what's possible as we continue forward. Diane Brennan, MBA,
MCC, Past President International Coach Federation (2008) Leni Wildflower's book provides an
answer to the question 'What are the roots of coaching?' This answer contributes to addressing the
follow-up questions 'What are the theoretical underpinnings of coaching?' and 'How can the
underlying theories shape my practice as a coach?' If you are looking for the answer to any of these
questions, read this book. David Megginson, Emeritus Professor of HRD, Sheffield Business School,
UK This book is unique. It offers readers both an inside perspective about the names who have made
coaching and a critical analysis of the ideas, theories and concepts which have shaped coaching as
the leading personal development strategy for the 21st century. Leni's clear writing style offers the
reader a ring side seat for this journey through the history of coaching. Professor Jonathan
Passmore, Evora University Coaching's greatest strengths and its greatest weaknesses lie in its
emergence in different guises, with different philosophies, within a short space of time. In classic
Darwinian fashion, it has grown rapidly, but its mongrel origins make it almost impossible to pin
down. Hence the continuing problem of conducting meaningful, empirical research, when what you
try to measure is constantly morphing. Leni Wildflower has pulled together many of these threads to
weave a tapestry of the evolution of coaching theory and practice. Wisely, she seeks to describe
rather than evaluate and in doing so has produced a volume that will be of immense value in coach
training. David Clutterbuck, David Clutterbuck Partnership, UK As coaches we need to know where
our core ideas come from. Furnished with such knowledge we have access to a much more flexible
toolkit, and are in a better position to judge where and when to call on one technique rather than
another. Many of the psychological theories and therapies, and the social and spiritual movements
out of which coaching has evolved, remain relatively unknown and unacknowledged. They constitute
our Hidden History. This immensely readable book fills a serious gap in our understanding of the
origins of coaching. It is unique in tracking not just the tangled roots of contemporary coaching
practice, but also in giving insights into the founders and developers of these earlier approaches to
human development - quirky individuals and brilliant theorists, many with flaws and foibles and
heroic personal stories. Fascinating in themselves, these narratives contribute to a richer
understanding of our shared principles.

bill self coaching history: The Greatest Coach Ever (The Heart of a Coach Series)
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 2010-07-26 Coach John Wooden's teams won 10 NCAA mens
basketball championships at UCLA and Sporting News magazine named him the greatest coach of
all time. Yet decades after he retired and now after his passing, his wisdom, capsulated so clearly in
his famous Pyramid of Success, continues to guide new generations of athletes, coaches, and people
of all walks of life. In The Greatest Coach Ever, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes features forty
tributes from athletes, coaches, and other influential leaders like Bobby Bowden, Tom Osborne, Sue
Semrau, Tony Dungy, Mike Singletary, Tamika Catchings, Joe Girardi, Jim Tressel, and David
Robinson, paying honor to Coach Wooden and reflecting on how his example has challenged and
changed them. Their stories can challenge and change your life, too. Coach Wooden appreciated the
tributes and the honor of being called the greatest coach ever, but felt uncomfortable with the title.
He was eager to see that this book points to the one whom he calls the greatest coach ever. I am
happy being remembered as a man of integrity. I like that--John Wooden, May 21 2010

bill self coaching history: Kansas History , 2017

bill self coaching history: The Magnificent Seven Mark Mehler, Jeff Tiberii, 2025-03-15
Unveil the secrets behind college basketball’s true royalty—seven powerhouse programs that have
dominated the NCAA Tournament for decades There is a great deal more than Madness lurking
within the Division 1 NCAA Basketball Tournament. There are equally strong traditions, symmetries,
and even normalities that also define this annual rite of passage. And one of the most powerful of
those is the perennial dominance displayed by college basketball's Blue Bloods. These seven
programs, each of which has won at least four NCAA titles, have collectively harvested 45 of the 85



championship trophies awarded since the inauguration of the tournament in 1939. In The
Magnificent Seven: College Basketball's Blue Bloods, Mark Mehler and Jeff Tiberii take a close look
at those magnificent seven—Kentucky, Kansas, UCLA, North Carolina, Duke, Indiana, and the
University of Connecticut—examining how they have managed over multiple decades to establish
themselves as American basketball royalty. While there are many commonalities among them that
help explain much of their success, each program has traveled its own unique path to glory. In
addition, The Magnificent Seven examines several additional basketball programs including
Louisville and Villanova which have likewise made indelible marks over many years, but fall just shy
of blue blood status. Call them the light-blue bloods. All the history, ultimately leading to the
fulfillment of generations of hoop dreams, comes alive in these pages.

bill self coaching history: Return of the King Brian Windhorst, Dave McMenamin, 2017-04-11
In this New York Times bestseller, get the inside scoop into LeBron James's return -- and ultimate
triumph -- in Cleveland. What really happened when LeBron James stunned the NBA by leaving a
potential dynasty in Miami to come home to play with the Cleveland Cavaliers? How did the Cavs
use secret meetings to put together the deal to add star Kevin Love? Who really made the
controversial decision to fire coach David Blatt when the team was in first place? Where did the
greatest comeback in NBA history truly begin-and end? Return of the King takes you onto the
private planes, inside the locker-room conversations, and into the middle of the intense huddles
where one of the greatest stories in basketball history took place, resulting in the Cavs winning the
2016 NBA title after trailing the Golden State Warriors three games to one. You'll hear from all the
characters involved: the players, the executives, the agents, and the owners as they reveal stories
never before told. Get the background on all the controversies, the rivalries, and the bad blood from
two reporters who were there for every day, plot twist, and social media snafu as they take you
through the fascinating ride that culminated in a heart-stopping Game Seven.

bill self coaching history: The Greatest Coach Ever Tom Osborne, Tony Dungy, David
Robinson, 2010-10-27 Now, in The Greatest Coach Ever, 30 - plus athletes, coaches and other
popular sports figures reflect on his genius and share how they have been challenged and changed
by the insights of Coach Wooden. Each reading, from such invited contributors as Tony Dungy, Tom
Osborne, David Robinson, Bobby Bowden, Jim Tressel, Andy Pettitte, Mike Singletary...

bill self coaching history: The Greatest Coach Ever Fellowship of Christian Athletes, John
Wooden, 2010-07-26 Coach John Wooden's teams won 10 NCAA mens basketball championships at
UCLA and Sporting News magazine named him the greatest coach of all time. Yet decades after he
retired and now after his passing, his wisdom capsulized so clearly in his famous Pyramid of Success
continues to guide new generations of athletes, coaches, and people of all walks of life. In The
Greatest Coach Ever, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes features 40 tributes from athletes,
coaches, and other influential leaders like Bobby Bowden, Tom Osborne, Sue Semrau, Tony Dungy,
Mike Singletary, Tamika Catchings, Joe Girardi, Jim Tressel and David Robinson playing honor to
Coach Wooden and reflecting on how his example has challenged and changed them. Their stories
can challenge and change your life, too. Coach Wooden appreciated the tributes and the honor of
being called the greatest coach ever, but felt uncomfortable with the title. He was eager to see that
this book points to the one whom he calls the greatest coach ever. I am happy being remembered as
a man of integrity. I like that, --John Wooden, May 21 2010.
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