billing and coding degree

billing and coding degree programs provide essential education and training for individuals seeking careers
in the healthcare industry, specifically in medical billing and coding. This field plays a critical role in
managing healthcare data, ensuring accurate patient records, and facilitating proper insurance
reimbursements. A billing and coding degree equips students with the knowledge of medical terminology,
coding systems such as ICD-10 and CPT, and healthcare laws and ethics. As demand for healthcare services
grows, so does the need for skilled professionals who can efficiently handle the administrative and technical
aspects of medical records. This article explores what a billing and coding degree entails, the different types
of programs available, career opportunities, and the skills required to succeed in this dynamic field.
Additionally, it covers certification options and the benefits of pursuing formal education in medical billing

and coding. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main topics discussed.
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Understanding Billing and Coding Degree Programs

A billing and coding degree focuses on training students to accurately translate healthcare services into
standardized codes used for billing and record-keeping. These programs prepare graduates to handle
medical records, billing processes, and insurance claims with precision. The curriculum often covers
medical terminology, anatomy, healthcare regulations, and the intricacies of medical coding systems.
Graduates play an essential role in the healthcare system by ensuring that providers receive timely and

correct payments while maintaining compliance with healthcare laws.

Importance of Medical Billing and Coding

Medical billing and coding are integral to the smooth operation of healthcare facilities. Accurate coding



ensures proper documentation of patient visits and treatments, which directly impacts reimbursement from
insurance companies and government programs. Errors in coding can lead to claim denials, delayed
payments, or legal issues. Professionals with a billing and coding degree help mitigate these risks by

applying standardized coding practices and staying updated on regulatory changes.

‘Who Should Pursue a Billing and Coding Degree?

This degree is ideal for individuals interested in healthcare administration, detail-oriented work, and
technology. It suits those who want to enter the medical field without becoming a clinician but still
contribute significantly to patient care and healthcare operations. Students with strong organizational skills
and an aptitude for learning medical language and coding systems will find this degree particularly

beneficial.

Types of Billing and Coding Degree Programs

Various educational pathways exist for obtaining a billing and coding degree, ranging from certificates to
associate degrees. The choice depends on career goals, time commitment, and prior education. Each

program type offers different levels of depth and specialization.

Certificate Programs

Certificate programs typically take six months to one year to complete and focus on foundational
knowledge and skills in medical billing and coding. They are suitable for individuals seeking entry-level
positions or those looking to enhance their current qualifications. These programs emphasize practical

coding skills, medical terminology, and billing software applications.

Associate Degree Programs

An associate degree in medical billing and coding usually requires two years of study at community
colleges or technical schools. This degree provides a more comprehensive education, including general
education courses alongside specialized training. Graduates of associate degree programs often have better

job prospects and opportunities for advancement compared to certificate holders.

Online vs. On-Campus Programs

Many institutions offer billing and coding degree programs online, providing flexibility for working
students or those with other commitments. Online programs incorporate interactive modules, virtual labs,

and instructor support, ensuring students receive quality education remotely. On-campus programs may



offer more hands-on experiences and face-to-face interaction, which some students prefer.

Core Curriculum and Skills Developed

The curriculum of a billing and coding degree program is designed to build a strong foundation in medical
knowledge and administrative skills. Students learn to apply coding systems accurately and navigate

healthcare regulations effectively.

Medical Terminology and Anatomy

Understanding medical terminology and human anatomy is essential for accurate coding. Programs teach
students how to interpret physician notes and medical reports, helping them select the correct codes for

diagnoses and procedures.

Coding Systems and Software

Students gain proficiency in widely used coding systems such as ICD-10-CM (International Classification of
Diseases), CPT (Current Procedural Terminology), and HCPCS (Healthcare Common Procedure Coding
System). Training also includes using electronic health record (EHR) software and billing platforms to

process claims.

Healthcare Laws and Ethics

Programs cover important legal and ethical standards in healthcare, including HIPAA compliance and
patient privacy. Understanding these regulations is crucial for maintaining the integrity of medical records

and protecting sensitive information.

Skills Developed

¢ Attention to detail and accuracy in coding and billing
¢ Analytical skills for interpreting medical documentation
¢ Proficiency with healthcare technology and software

e Communication skills for interacting with healthcare providers and insurers



¢ Time management and organizational abilities

Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Graduates with a billing and coding degree can pursue various roles within healthcare settings, insurance
companies, and medical billing firms. The demand for qualified medical coders and billers is expected to

grow due to increasing healthcare needs and regulatory complexity.

Common Job Titles

Medical Biller

Medical Coder

Health Information Technician

Billing Specialist

Claims Analyst

Work Environments

Professionals in this field typically work in hospitals, physician offices, outpatient care centers, and
specialized billing companies. Many employers also offer remote work opportunities, reflecting the digital

nature of medical billing and coding tasks.

Job Outlook and Salary

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a steady growth rate for medical records and health information
technicians, including billers and coders. Salaries vary based on experience, education level, and location but

generally offer competitive wages within the healthcare administration sector.



Certification and Licensing in Medical Billing and Coding

‘While not always mandatory, professional certification significantly enhances employability and credibility
in the billing and coding field. Various organizations offer respected credentials that validate expertise and

knowledge.

Popular Certifications

Certified Professional Coder (CPC) by the AAPC

Certified Coding Specialist (CCS) by AHIMA

Certified Medical Reimbursement Specialist (CMRS)

Certified Coding Associate (CCA)

Benefits of Certification

Certification demonstrates a commitment to professional standards, improves job prospects, and may lead to
higher salaries. Many employers prefer or require certified coders to ensure compliance with industry best

practices.

Benefits of Earning a Billing and Coding Degree

Obtaining a billing and coding degree offers numerous advantages beyond entry into a growing field. The
structured education provides a thorough understanding of healthcare documentation and reimbursement

processes, equipping graduates with marketable skills.

Advantages of Formal Education

e Comprehensive knowledge of coding systems and healthcare regulations
e Improved accuracy and efficiency in medical billing tasks

¢ Stronger foundation for obtaining professional certifications



o Greater potential for career advancement and specialization

e Access to internship and networking opportunities through educational institutions

Overall, a billing and coding degree offers a practical and rewarding pathway into the healthcare industry,
supporting the critical administrative functions that ensure quality patient care and financial stability for

healthcare providers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a billing and coding degree?

A billing and coding degree is a program that trains students to manage medical billing processes and

translate healthcare services into standardized codes used for insurance claims and patient records.

How long does it take to complete a billing and coding degree?

Most billing and coding degree programs can be completed in 1 to 2 years, depending on whether you

pursue a certificate, diploma, or associate degree.

‘What skills are essential for a billing and coding professional?

Key skills include attention to detail, knowledge of medical terminology, understanding of insurance

processes, proficiency with coding systems like ICD-10 and CPT, and strong organizational abilities.

‘What career opportunities are available with a billing and coding degree?

Graduates can work as medical coders, billing specialists, health information technicians, or medical records

clerks in hospitals, clinics, insurance companies, and other healthcare settings.

Is certification required after earning a billing and coding degree?

While not always mandatory, obtaining certification from organizations like AAPC or AHIMA can enhance

job prospects and credibility in the field.

What is the average salary for someone with a billing and coding degree?

The average salary for medical billing and coding professionals typically ranges from $40,000 to $55,000

annually, though this can vary based on location, experience, and employer.



Additional Resources

1. Medical Billing and Coding for Dummies

This comprehensive guide breaks down the essentials of medical billing and coding in an easy-to-
understand format. It covers key concepts, common codes, and billing processes, making it ideal for
beginners. The book also includes practical tips for navigating insurance claims and handling

reimbursements effectively.

2. Step-by-Step Medical Coding

Designed as a workbook, this book provides detailed instructions on medical coding procedures aligned with
current coding standards. It includes numerous practice exercises and real-world examples to help students
master CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS coding systems. The step-by-step approach ensures learners build

confidence in coding accuracy.

3. Essentials of Health Care Finance

Focusing on the financial aspects of healthcare, this book offers insight into billing, coding, and
reimbursement systems. It explains how healthcare providers manage finances and the role of coding in
ensuring proper payment. Students learn about budgeting, financial reporting, and regulatory compliance

in medical billing.

4. Understanding ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Coding
This title dives into the specifics of the ICD-10 coding systems used for diagnosis and inpatient procedure
coding. It provides detailed explanations of code structure and guidelines, helping students grasp complex

coding rules. The book is a valuable resource for those preparing for certification exams.

5. Medical Insurance: An Integrated Claims Process Approach

Covering the end-to-end claims process, this book explains how medical insurance billing and coding work
together to facilitate payment. It emphasizes the importance of accuracy and compliance in claims
submission. Readers gain practical knowledge about insurance policies, claim forms, and troubleshooting

rejected claims.

6. Fundamentals of Health Information Management
This textbook offers a broad overview of health information management, including the role of coding and
billing. It explores electronic health records, data privacy, and health informatics alongside coding standards.

The book prepares students for various aspects of healthcare documentation and reimbursement.

7. Certified Coding Specialist Exam Review
Specifically designed for those pursuing CCS certification, this review book provides practice questions and
detailed explanations. It covers all major coding systems and emphasizes critical thinking skills. The book is

an essential tool for exam preparation and skill reinforcement.

8. Healthcare Documentation and Medical Coding

This book links clinical documentation improvement with accurate coding practices. It addresses how



thorough documentation supports proper code assignment and billing. Students learn to identify

documentation gaps and enhance coding accuracy for better reimbursement outcomes.

9. Principles of Health Care Reimbursement

Focusing on reimbursement methodologies, this book explains payment systems such as Medicare,
Medicaid, and private insurance. It details the interaction between coding and reimbursement and discusses
compliance issues. The book equips students with knowledge to navigate complex billing environments

efficiently.
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billing and coding degree: Medical Billing & Coding For Dummies Karen Smiley, 2019-12-05
The definitive guide to starting a successful career in medical billing and coding With the healthcare
sector growing at breakneck speed—it’s currently the largest employment sector in the U.S. and
expanding fast—medical billing and coding specialists are more essential than ever. These critical
experts, also known as medical records and health information technicians, keep systems working
smoothly by ensuring patient billing and insurance data are accurately and efficiently administered.
This updated edition provides everything you need to begin—and then excel in—your chosen career.
From finding the right study course and the latest certification requirements to industry standard
practices and insider tips for dealing with government agencies and insurance companies, Medical
Billing & Coding For Dummies has you completely covered. Find out about the flexible employment
options available and how to qualify Understand the latest updates to the ICD-10 Get familiar with
ethical and legal issues Discover ways to stay competitive and get ahead The prognosis is good—get
this book today and set yourself up with the perfect prescription for a bright, secure, and financially
healthy future!

billing and coding degree: Fordney's Medical Insurance and Billing - E-Book Linda M.
Smith, 2024-08-07 Gain the skills you need to succeed in insurance coding and billing! Fordney's
Medical Insurance and Billing, 17th Edition helps you master the insurance billing specialist's role
and responsibilities in areas such as diagnostic coding, procedural coding, HCPCs coding, medical
documentation, billing, and collection. Using clear explanations, this book covers all types of
insurance coverage commonly encountered in hospitals, physicians' offices, and clinics. Step-by-step
guidelines lead you through the submission of electronic claims and paper claims, as well as the job
search and professional advancement. Written by coding specialist and educator Linda M. Smith,
this market-leading text is a complete guide to becoming an efficient insurance billing specialist. -
NEW HCPCs Coding chapter covers ambulance billing, supply billing, and certificates of medical
necessity. - NEW! Content on professionalism includes customer service, conflict management,
diversity awareness, leadership, and other competencies to help you become an effective, engaged,
and highly functioning employee. - NEW! Additional content on medical decision making helps you
select the appropriate evaluation and management codes under the current documentation
guidelines. - NEW! Additional examples of CMS claims include those from Blue Shield and
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Automobile Insurance. - NEW! Updates to credentialing include those specific to Medicare,
Medicaid, and Workers' Compensation. - Coverage of medical documentation, diagnostic coding, and
procedural coding provides you with the foundation and skills needed to work in a physician's office
as well as ambulatory and inpatient settings. - Coverage of the role and responsibilities of the
insurance billing specialist emphasizes advanced job opportunities and certification. - Chapter on
HIPAA compliance as well as Compliance Alerts highlight important HIPAA compliance issues and
the latest regulations. - Step-by-step procedures detail common responsibilities of the insurance
billing specialist and coder. - Key terms and abbreviations are defined and emphasized, reinforcing
your understanding of new concepts and terminology. - Color-coded icons denote and clarify
information, rules, and regulations for each type of payer. - Insights From The Field includes more
interviews with experienced insurance billing specialists, providing a snapshot of their career paths
and offering advice to the new student. - Scenario boxes help you apply concepts to real-world
situations. - Quick Review sections summarize chapter content and also include review questions. -
Student Software Challenge on the Evolve website allows you to practice filling out interactive
CMS-1500 forms.

billing and coding degree: The Complete RHIT & RHIA Prep: A Guide for Your
Certification Exam and Your Career Payel Bhattacharya Madero, 2019-11-06 Aligned to the latest
AHIMA Core Competencies, The Complete RHIT and RHIA Prep: A Guide for Your Certification
Exam and Your Career provides a comprehensive review of the RHIT and RHIA Exam Competency
Standards through RHIT Review Online Interactive Modules, online test prep, and an accompanying
text that will help students prepare for the RHIT exam. The RHIT Review Online Interactive Modules
are a set of online presentations that use voiceover to review essential topicd and provide practicum
exercises and interactive decision making simulations to ensure student understanding. Additionally,
each of these interactive modules offers a 10 question multiple choice domain topic test. Once
students have completed all the interactive modules, they can test their knowledge by taking a final
mock exam and/or access hundreds of multiple choice questions for practice and review. The
accompanying text offers additional multiple-choice questions, reviews details about the exam and
more.

billing and coding degree: For-profit Schools United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 2013

billing and coding degree: Medical Billing and Coding For Dummies Karen Smiley,
2012-06-15 The easy way to start a career in medical billing and coding With healthcare providers
moving to electronic record systems, data accuracy and efficient data processing is more important
than ever. Medical offices need professionally trained billers and coders, either in the office or via
telecommute, to handle records for internal and external accessibility and efficiency. Medical Billing
& Coding For Dummies gives you everything you need to know to get started in medical billing and
coding. It gives you practical, easy-to-follow coverage and advice on how to find a course,
educational topics you should review and pursue in order to stay competitive in the field, and the
laws and other regulations you'll encounter in your work. Certification requirements and standard
industry practices Tips for dealing with government agencies and insurance companies Ethical and
legal issues If you're looking to start a career in the popular field of medical billing and coding, this
hands-on, friendly guide has you covered!

billing and coding degree: Introduction to Health Care & Careers Roxann DeLaet,
2020-05-20 Introduction to Health Care & Careers provides students beginning their health care
education with the fundamentals they need to develop their personal and professional skills,
understand their chosen profession, and succeed in the world of health care.

billing and coding degree: Train at Home to Work at Home Michelle McGarry, 2003-07 Begin
a Work-at-Home Career with the Training and Education You Need! Train at Home to Work at Home
This unique guide provides comprehensive resources on more than 200 distance-learning programs
that can teach you 27 of the most popular and profitable work-at-home careers. Distance-learning
programs have exploded in the last few years---courses are now available online, via e-mail, via




teleclass, through the mail, on audiotape, on videotape, and even on CD-ROM. You can learn:
graphic design at UCLA professional writing at Washington State University life coaching at CoachU
Web site design at Penn State financial planning at University of Alabama interior design at the Art
Institute International medical transcription at the Health Professions Institute and many more.
Plus, extensive resource lists (organizations, books, and Web sites) complete each section. Full
contact information, tuition rates, and course descriptions make comparisons and contrasts a
breeze.

billing and coding degree: Guide to Medical Billing and Coding Inc Icdc Publishing, 2007
Medical billing is one of the fastest-growing employment opportunities in the United States today.
Insurance companies, medical offices, hospitals and other health care providers are in great need of
trained personnel to create medical claims. This book will ensure learning the skills necessary to
become a successful medical claims biller. It is presented in a comprehensive, yet user friendly way,
following a logical learning format beginning with a broad base of information and then, step by
step, following the course for creation of a medical claim. This book teaches the skills necessary to
become a well-rounded medical biller. By completing this course of study with a satisfactory grade,
the user will be granted a certificate and can have the opportunity to work towards an Honors
Certificate, which is even more valuable to a potential employer.

billing and coding degree: Diverse Leadership Perspectives in Education: From K-12 to
Higher Education Soles, Brooke, Meyerott, Theresa, 2025-05-22 Diverse leadership in education is
crucial for fostering inclusive and equitable learning environments across all levels of the education
system. From K-12 schools to higher education institutions, leadership plays a pivotal role in shaping
policies, curriculum, and school culture. Embracing diversity in leadership enhances the overall
educational experience by ensuring that all voices are heard and valued, and it allows
underdeveloped voices to be heard. Allowing diverse voices in leadership is essential for addressing
systemic inequalities, while also promoting innovation, and preparing students for a globalized world
where diverse perspectives are key to success. Exploring diverse leadership across educational
levels provides insight into how these varied perspectives can positively impact both institutional
practices and student outcomes. Diverse Leadership Perspectives in Education: From K-12 to Higher
Education provides an overview of leadership’s evolving purpose and scope, containing research,
practical strategies, and examples of complex problems in the educational system and how having a
diverse voice in leadership can help solve these problems. It explores the assets of diversity, multiple
perspectives, and the role of students in the educational landscape. This book covers topics such as
educational technology, gender and diversity, and information science, and is a useful resource for
educators, sociologists, academicians, and researchers.

billing and coding degree: Health Information Technology Basics Teri Thomas-Brogan,
2009-10-07 Health Information Technology Basics gives your students an introduction to the
fundamental concepts of the health information technology profession. Perfect for introductory
courses where core material in the health information profession is being introduced, this book is
written for associate degree level HIT programs at technical, community, or career colleges. The
text begins with an introduction to the U.S. health care system and explores career opportunities
within the health information profession. The health record is dissected and its many components
are carefully reviewed. The book also examines various formats of the medical record and analyzes
the advantage and disadvantages of the EHR. Finally, the text covers medical terminologies and
classification systems and outlines the basics of reimbursement systems. Features: Each chapter
begins with learning objectives and key terms to give the reader a synopsis of what he/she should
expect to learn. Additional resources are listed at the end of each chapter for further exploration of
the information covered in the chapter. A glossary is included for quick reference of main terms
presented throughout the text. An accompanying Instructor’s Manual provides review exercises
which recap the important points as well as lab assignments that allow students to apply the
information in a practical setting.

billing and coding degree: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community Colleges, Technical,




Trade, and Business Schools Northeast/Southeast Edition , 2010-12

billing and coding degree: Foundations of Health Information Management - E-Book Nadinia
A. Davis, Melissa LaCour, 2016-01-20 Foundations of Health Information Management, 4th Edition is
an absolute must for any student beginning a career in HIM. Balancing comprehensive coverage
with an engaging, easy-to-understand tone, this text focuses on healthcare delivery systems,
electronic health records, and the processing, maintenance, and analysis of health information to
present a realistic and practical view of technology and trends in healthcare. It prepares you for the
role of a Registered Health Information Technician who not only files and keeps accurate records,
but serves as a healthcare analyst who translates data into useful, quality information that can
control costs and further research. With new SimChart and SimChart for the Medical Office samples,
the new 2014 AHIMA outcome-based competencies, and more exercises, this fourth edition puts you
in a position to succeed on the RHIT certification exam. Clear writing style and easy reading level
makes reading and studying more time-efficient, and is ideal for two-year associate degree HIM
programs and career schools. Chapter learning objectives are tied to the American Health
Information Management Association's (AHIMA) HIM domains and subdomains to allow instructors
to teach to the credentialing exam — and prepare you for the exam. Separate legal chapter covers
HIPAA privacy regulations and emphasizes the importance of HIPAA compliance in today’s
healthcare system. Statistics chapter gives new students a foundation for learning. Four-color design
and illustrations make content more appealing and easier to learn. Exercises at the end of every
main section in each chapter encourage you to review and apply key concepts. Career Tip and
Professional Profile boxes give you a broader view of the field and show you the many career options
you have upon graduation and certification. Chapter summaries and reviews allow for easy review of
each chapter’s main concepts. Robust appendices, including sample paper records, electronic
documentation, and demonstration of Microsoft Excel, equip you with all the extras you need to
enter the HIM world. NEW! Content mapped to 2014 AHIMA CEE competencies and domains so you
can prepare for the current health information environment and the RHIT exam. NEW! SimChart
and SimChart for the Medical Office samples feature screenshots from EHRs to demonstrate
electronic medical records in use. NEW! More exercises give you additional opportunities to practice
your knowledge of material. NEW! AHIMA competency mapping included in the front of book to
provide instructors and students with instant access to the AHIMA domains and competencies
needed to prepare for the RHIT exam. NEW! Classroom handouts can be used in the classroom or as
homework, and include a variety of exercises.

billing and coding degree: Kinn's The Administrative Medical Assistant - E-Book Alexandra
Patricia Adams, 2013-11-28 Prepare for a successful career in medical assisting! Kinn'’s The
Administrative Medical Assistant, 8th Edition helps you learn the real-world administrative skills
essential to working in the health care office. In-depth coverage ranges from professional behavior
and interpersonal skills to billing and coding, electronic health records and management of practice
finances. Written by administrative medical assisting expert Alexandra Adams, this classic resource
also includes an Evolve companion website with exercises and activities, videos, review questions for
the CMA and RMA certification exams, and an interactive portfolio builder. Step-by-step, illustrated
procedures make it easier to learn and understand medical assisting skills, and include rationales for
each step. Threaded case scenarios let you develop critical thinking skills and apply concepts
learned in each chapter to realistic administrative situations. Study Guide includes a variety of
exercises to test your knowledge and critical thinking skills, case scenarios from the book, and a
Procedure Checklists Manual. Sold separately. Emergency Preparedness and Assisting with Medical
Emergencies chapter prepares you to take action during crises and urgent situations. Detailed
learning objectives and vocabulary with definitions in each chapter help you study more effectively,
with connections icons linking concepts in the text to exercises in the study guide and on the Evolve
companion website. Patient education and legal and ethical issues are described in relation to the
Medical Assistant's job. A Portfolio Builder on the Evolve website helps you demonstrate proficiency
to potential employers. NEW! Charting examples within the procedures are highlighted for easier




learning. UPDATED coverage of the Electronic Health Record ensures that you are familiar with the
technology you'll use on the job.

billing and coding degree: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community Colleges,
Technical, Trade, and Business Schools Midwest/West Edition , 2010-12

billing and coding degree: Kinn's The Medical Assistant - E-Book Deborah B. Proctor,
Alexandra Patricia Adams, 2013-12-27 Prepare for a successful career in medical assisting! Kinn's
The Medical Assistant, 12th Edition helps you learn the real-world administrative and clinical skills
essential to working in the health care setting. Administrative coverage ranges from professionalism
and interpersonal skills to billing and coding and electronic health records; clinical content teaches
how to assist with medications, diagnostic procedures, and surgeries. And no other comprehensive
medical assisting text can match its coverage of assisting with medical specialties! Written by
medical assisting experts Alexandra Adams and Deborah Proctor, this classic resource also includes
an Evolve companion website with practical exercises and activities, videos, and review questions
for the CMA and RMA certification exams. More chapters on assisting with medical specialties than
any other Medical Assisting text prepare you to assist in specialty exams and make you better
qualified to work in specialty fields like cardiology, dermatology, ophthalmology, gynecology, and
neurology. Step-by-step, illustrated procedures make it easier to learn and understand medical
assisting skills, and include rationales for each step. Threaded case scenarios help you develop
critical thinking skills and apply concepts to realistic administrative and clinical situations. Patient
education and legal and ethical issues are described in relation to the Medical Assistant's job. A
Portfolio Builder on the Evolve website helps you demonstrate proficiency to potential employers.
Detailed learning objectives and vocabulary with definitions in each chapter help you study more
effectively, with connections icons linking concepts in the text to exercises in the study guide and on
the Evolve companion website. Study Guide includes a variety of exercises to test your knowledge
and critical thinking skills, case scenarios from the book, and a Procedure Checklists Manual. Sold
separately. NEW! Charting examples within the procedures are highlighted for easier learning.
UPDATED coverage of the Electronic Health Record ensures that you are familiar with the
technology you'll use on the job. UPDATED content on alternative therapies and treatment includes
the latest herbal remedies such as red rice yeast for lowering cholesterol, St. John’s Wort for
depression, and probiotic bacteria for GI maladies.

billing and coding degree: Medical Coding Patricia Aalseth, 2005-07 Medical Coding: What
It Is and How It Works is the first book to provide an overview of the evolution of medical coding and
all the various coding systems. For those contemplating a career in the coding field, this book is
ideal as a basic orientation.

billing and coding degree: Bridging the Gaps James E. Rosenbaum, Caitlin E. Ahearn, Janet
E. Rosenbaum, Janet Rosenbaum, 2017-09-02 College-for-all has become the new American dream.
Most high school students today express a desire to attend college, and 90% of on-time high school
graduates enroll in higher education in the eight years following high school. Yet, degree completion
rates remain low for non-traditional students—students who are older, low-income, or have poor
academic achievement—even at community colleges that endeavor to serve them. What can colleges
do to reduce dropouts? In Bridging the Gaps, education scholars James Rosenbaum, Caitlin Ahearn,
and Janet Rosenbaum argue that when institutions focus only on bachelor’s degrees and traditional
college procedures, they ignore other pathways to educational and career success. Using multiple
longitudinal studies, the authors evaluate the shortcomings and successes of community colleges
and investigate how these institutions can promote alternatives to BAs and traditional college
procedures to increase graduation rates and improve job payoffs. The authors find that
sub-baccalaureate credentials—associate degrees and college certificates—can improve employment
outcomes. Young adults who complete these credentials have higher employment rates, earnings,
autonomy, career opportunities, and job satisfaction than those who enroll but do not complete
credentials. Sub-BA credentials can be completed at community college in less time than bachelor’s
degrees, making them an affordable option for many low-income students. Bridging the Gaps shows



that when community colleges overemphasize bachelor’s degrees, they tend to funnel resources into
remedial programs, and try to get low-performing students on track for a BA. Yet, remedial
programs have inconsistent success rates and can create unrealistic expectations, leading struggling
students to drop out before completing any degree. The authors show that colleges can devise
procedures that reduce remedial placements and help students discover unseen abilities, attain
valued credentials, get good jobs, and progress on degree ladders to higher credentials. To turn
college-for-all into a reality, community college students must be aware of their multiple credential
and career options. Bridging the Gaps shows how colleges can create new pathways for
non-traditional students to achieve success in their schooling and careers.

billing and coding degree: Health Insurance Today - E-Book Janet I. Beik, Julie Pepper,
2020-09-10 Master the complexities of health insurance with this easy-to-understand guide! Health
Insurance Today: A Practical Approach, 7th Edition provides a solid foundation in basics such as the
types and sources of health insurance, the submission of claims, and the ethical and legal issues
surrounding insurance. It follows the claims process from billing and coding to reimbursement
procedures, with realistic practice on the Evolve website. This edition adds coverage of the latest
advances and issues in health insurance, including EHRs, Medicare, and other types of carriers.
Written by Medical Assisting educators Janet Beik and Julie Pepper, this resource prepares you for a
successful career as a health insurance professional. - What Did You Learn? review questions,
Imagine This! scenarios, and Stop and Think exercises ensure that you understand the material, can
apply it to real-life situations, and develop critical thinking skills. - Clear, attainable learning
objectives highlight the most important information in each chapter. - CMS-1500 software with case
studies on the Evolve companion website provides hands-on practice with filling in a CMS-1500 form
electronically. - UNIQUE! UB-04 software with case studies on Evolve provides hands-on practice
with filling in UB-04 forms electronically. - UNIQUE! SimChart® for the Medical Office (SCMO)
cases on Evolve give you real-world practice in an EHR environment. - HIPAA Tips emphasize the
importance of privacy and of following government rules and regulations. - Direct, conversational
writing style makes it easier to learn and remember the material. - End-of-chapter summaries relate
to the chapter-opening learning objectives, provide a thorough review of key content, and allow you
to quickly find information for further review. - Chapter review questions on Evolve help you assess
your comprehension of key concepts - NEW and UNIQUE! Patient's Point of View boxes enable you
to imagine yourself on the other side of the desk. - NEW and UNIQUE! Opening and closing chapter
scenarios present on-the-job challenges that must be resolved using critical thinking skills. - NEW!
End-of-chapter review questions ensure that you can understand and apply the material. - NEW!
Clear explanations show how electronic technology is used in patient verification, electronic claims,
and claims follow-up. - NEW! Coverage of the Affordable Care Act introduces new and innovative
ways that modifications to the ACA allow people to acquire healthcare coverage. - NEW! Updated
information addresses all health insurance topics, including key topics like Medicare and Electronic
Health Records. - NEW! More emphasis on electronic claims submission has been added. - NEW!
Updated figures, graphs, and tables summarize the latest health insurance information.

billing and coding degree: Medical Claims Billing Service The Staff of Entrepreneur Media,
Charlene Davis, 2016-09-19 LAUNCH A CAREER IN MEDICAL CLAIMS BILLING The market for
medical claim billers is growing exponentially. With legions of providers and an ever-expanding
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Health Informatics (HI) focuses on the application of Information Technology (IT) to the field of
medicine to improve individual and population healthcare delivery, education and research. This
extensively updated fifth edition reflects the current knowledge in Health Informatics and provides



learning objectives, key points, case studies and references.
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