
big island hawaii history

big island hawaii history is a rich tapestry that spans from ancient Polynesian voyagers to modern-day
cultural and geological significance. Known as Hawai‘i Island, the Big Island is the largest and youngest of
the Hawaiian Islands, with a unique history shaped by volcanic activity, native traditions, and foreign
influences. This article explores the significant events, cultural heritage, and natural phenomena that have
defined the Big Island throughout centuries. Key aspects include the island’s geological formation, the
arrival of the first settlers, the rise of powerful Hawaiian chiefs, and the impact of Western contact.
Additionally, the island’s role in the unification of the Hawaiian Kingdom and its transformation under
American governance are examined. Understanding Big Island Hawaii history provides valuable context
for appreciating its contemporary cultural identity and environmental importance. The following sections
outline the major periods and themes in the island’s past.

Geological Formation and Natural History

Early Polynesian Settlement

Ancient Hawaiian Society and Culture

European Contact and Its Effects

Kingdom of Hawaii and Unification

Modern Era and Statehood

Geological Formation and Natural History
The Big Island of Hawaii is renowned for its dynamic geological history, which directly influences its
cultural and natural environment. As the youngest island in the Hawaiian archipelago, it was formed by
volcanic activity over the Hawaiian hotspot in the Pacific Plate. This process began approximately one
million years ago and continues today with active volcanoes such as Mauna Loa and Kīlauea.

Volcanic Origins
The island emerged from the ocean through successive lava flows, creating a diverse landscape of volcanic
cones, lava fields, and fertile soils. Mauna Loa, one of the world’s largest active volcanoes, has played a
pivotal role in shaping the island’s terrain and ecosystems. Kīlauea, another active volcano, is notable for its



frequent eruptions and cultural significance to Native Hawaiians.

Natural Environment and Biodiversity
Big Island’s varied climate zones—from tropical rainforests to arid deserts—are a direct result of its
geological diversity. This has led to a wide array of flora and fauna, many of which are endemic. The
island’s natural history is intertwined with Hawaiian cultural practices, including the use of native plants
for traditional medicine and agriculture.

Early Polynesian Settlement
The earliest human inhabitants of the Big Island arrived as part of the larger Polynesian migration across
the Pacific Ocean. These settlers navigated vast distances using celestial navigation and brought with them
complex social structures, agricultural knowledge, and religious beliefs.

Arrival of the First Settlers
Archaeological evidence suggests Polynesians reached the Big Island around 1,000 to 1,200 AD. They
established communities along the coast, cultivating taro, sweet potatoes, and other crops suited to the
island’s environment. Fishing and ocean voyaging remained central to their way of life.

Development of Complex Societies
Over centuries, the settlers developed a sophisticated society with systems of governance, religious rituals,
and social hierarchies. Heiau (temples) were constructed for ceremonial purposes, and kapu laws regulated
interactions and resource use to maintain social order and environmental balance.

Ancient Hawaiian Society and Culture
The Big Island’s ancient society was marked by strong leadership under ali‘i (chiefs) and a deeply spiritual
worldview. The island played a crucial role in the cultural and political landscape of pre-contact Hawaii.

Chiefdoms and Political Structure
Various chiefdoms controlled different regions of the island, often engaging in alliances and conflicts. These
chieftains wielded considerable power, overseeing land management, religious observances, and warfare.
The Big Island was known for its formidable warriors and strategic importance.



Religion and Spiritual Practices
Religion permeated every aspect of life, with deities such as Pele, goddess of volcanoes, holding special
significance. Rituals and offerings were made to ensure protection, fertility, and prosperity. The kapu
system enforced sacred laws that governed social behavior and maintained harmony with the natural
world.

European Contact and Its Effects
The arrival of European explorers in the late 18th century marked a turning point in Big Island Hawaii
history. This contact introduced new technologies, diseases, and cultural influences that profoundly affected
native society.

Captain Cook’s Arrival
In 1778, British explorer Captain James Cook became the first documented European to visit the Hawaiian
Islands, including the Big Island. His arrival initiated increased foreign interest and eventual settlement,
which brought trade opportunities and challenges for the indigenous population.

Impact of Western Influence
The introduction of firearms, new crops, and Christianity altered the social and political fabric of the island.
Unfortunately, diseases such as smallpox and measles decimated native populations, leading to significant
demographic shifts. Western missionaries also played a role in changing religious practices and education.

Kingdom of Hawaii and Unification
The Big Island was central to the unification of the Hawaiian Islands into a single kingdom under King
Kamehameha I. This period marks the consolidation of power and the establishment of Hawaii as a
recognized sovereign state.

Kamehameha the Great
Kamehameha I, born on the Big Island, utilized military strategy, diplomacy, and alliances to unite the
Hawaiian Islands by 1810. His leadership established a centralized monarchy and legal system that would
govern Hawaii for decades.



Political and Economic Development
Following unification, the kingdom engaged in international trade, introduced Western-style governance,
and codified laws. The Big Island served as a political and cultural hub during this transformative era,
fostering growth and increased interaction with foreign powers.

Modern Era and Statehood
The Big Island continued to evolve through the 19th and 20th centuries, witnessing significant changes in
land ownership, economy, and political status. This history culminated in Hawaii’s eventual admission as
the 50th state of the United States.

Overthrow of the Monarchy and Annexation
In 1893, the Hawaiian monarchy was overthrown by a group of American and European residents, leading
to the establishment of the Republic of Hawaii. The Big Island, like the rest of Hawaii, was annexed by the
United States in 1898, dramatically altering its governance and international standing.

Economic and Cultural Transformation
The 20th century brought the rise of the sugar and pineapple industries, increased tourism, and
modernization. Efforts to preserve native Hawaiian culture and language gained momentum alongside
these changes. Today, the Big Island remains a vital center for cultural heritage and natural conservation.

Formation of the island through volcanic activity1.

Settlement by Polynesian voyagers and development of ancient Hawaiian society2.

Influence of European contact and resulting societal changes3.

Unification of the Hawaiian Islands under King Kamehameha I4.

Transition from monarchy to U.S. statehood and modern developments5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Big Island in Hawaiian history?
The Big Island, also known as Hawaii Island, is significant in Hawaiian history as the birthplace of King
Kamehameha the Great, who unified the Hawaiian Islands into one kingdom in 1810.

Who was King Kamehameha and what is his connection to the Big
Island?
King Kamehameha was the founder and first ruler of the Kingdom of Hawaii. He was born on the Big
Island and is celebrated for uniting the Hawaiian Islands under one rule.

What ancient Hawaiian cultures existed on the Big Island?
The Big Island was home to several ancient Hawaiian cultures, including the early Polynesian settlers who
established agricultural communities and built significant heiau (temples) and fishponds.

How did volcanic activity shape the history and culture of the Big Island?
Volcanic activity, especially from Mauna Loa and Kilauea, shaped the Big Island’s geography, influencing
settlement patterns, agriculture, and Hawaiian mythology, as Pele, the goddess of volcanoes, is central to
local legends.

What role did Captain James Cook play in the history of the Big Island?
Captain James Cook was the first European to visit the Hawaiian Islands in 1778. He returned to the Big
Island in 1779, where he was killed during a conflict with Native Hawaiians, marking a significant
moment in Hawaiian-European interactions.

How did the Big Island contribute to the Hawaiian Kingdom’s economy
historically?
Historically, the Big Island contributed to the Hawaiian Kingdom's economy through agriculture, including
taro farming, fishing, and later by supporting sugar and coffee plantations during the 19th and early 20th
centuries.

What is Puʻuhonua o Hōnaunau and why is it important in Big Island
history?
Puʻuhonua o Hōnaunau is a historic place of refuge on the Big Island where ancient Hawaiians could seek



sanctuary. It is a significant cultural and historical site that illustrates the island’s traditional laws and
customs.

How did the arrival of missionaries impact the Big Island?
The arrival of Christian missionaries in the early 19th century brought significant cultural and religious
changes to the Big Island, including the introduction of Western education, new religious practices, and
shifts in Hawaiian governance.

What historical events led to the Big Island becoming a part of the United
States?
The Big Island became part of the United States following the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom in
1893, the establishment of the Republic of Hawaii, and the annexation by the U.S. in 1898. It later became
part of the state of Hawaii in 1959.

Additional Resources
1. "The History of Hawaii Island: From Ancient Times to the Present"
This comprehensive book explores the rich history of the Big Island of Hawaii, covering its ancient
Polynesian roots, the arrival of Captain Cook, and the island's role in the unification of the Hawaiian
Kingdom. It delves into the social, cultural, and political changes that shaped the island through the
centuries. Readers will gain insight into both indigenous traditions and the impact of Western influence.

2. "Volcanoes and Villages: The Story of Hawaii Island"
Focusing on the natural and human history of the Big Island, this book highlights how volcanic activity has
shaped the land and the lives of its inhabitants. It covers significant eruptions, including those of Mauna Loa
and Kilauea, and discusses how local communities adapted to these dramatic environmental changes. The
narrative intertwines geological events with cultural history to present a unique perspective on the island.

3. "Pele’s Legacy: Legends and History of the Big Island"
This book delves into the mythology and history surrounding Pele, the Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes, and
her profound influence on the Big Island's culture. It combines oral traditions, legends, and historical
accounts to illustrate how Pele’s stories have been passed down through generations. The work also
examines how these legends continue to affect the identity and spirituality of Big Island residents.

4. "Kingdoms of the Big Island: The Rise and Fall of Ancient Hawaii"
Exploring the political history of the Big Island, this book details the various chiefdoms that existed before
the unification of Hawaii under King Kamehameha I. It provides an in-depth look at the alliances, battles,
and strategies that shaped the island’s early political landscape. The book also considers the influence of
external forces and the eventual establishment of the Hawaiian Kingdom.



5. "Plantation Life on the Big Island: Immigrant Stories and Cultural Change"
This book examines the period when sugar and coffee plantations dominated the Big Island’s economy,
attracting immigrants from Asia and other parts of the world. It highlights the diverse cultural
contributions of Japanese, Filipino, Chinese, Portuguese, and other workers who helped build the island’s
agricultural industry. The book also addresses the social and economic transformations brought about by
plantation life.

6. "Hulihe‘e Palace and the Royal History of Hawaii Island"
Centering on the historic Hulihe‘e Palace in Kailua-Kona, this book explores the royal heritage of the Big
Island. It chronicles the lives of Hawaiian royalty who resided there and their roles in the political and
cultural history of Hawaii. The palace itself serves as a lens through which readers can understand the
complexities of Hawaiian monarchy and its legacy.

7. "The Big Island in World War II: Strategic Importance and Local Impact"
This work investigates the role of the Big Island during World War II, focusing on military installations,
training camps, and the island’s strategic significance in the Pacific theater. It also explores the effects of the
war on local communities, including economic changes and cultural shifts. Personal stories from veterans
and residents provide a vivid account of this pivotal era.

8. "Sacred Grounds: The Role of Religion in Big Island History"
This book traces the spiritual traditions of the Big Island, from ancient Hawaiian religious practices to the
introduction of Christianity and other faiths. It examines how religion influenced daily life, governance,
and social structures throughout the island’s history. The narrative highlights sacred sites and rituals that
remain important to this day.

9. "Big Island Archaeology: Unearthing the Past of Hawaii’s Largest Island"
Focusing on archaeological discoveries, this book sheds light on the prehistoric settlements, artifacts, and
ancient structures found on the Big Island. It discusses how these findings have contributed to a better
understanding of early Hawaiian life and migration patterns. The book also addresses ongoing preservation
efforts and the challenges faced by archaeologists working on the island.
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  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Big Island of Hawaii Fodor's Travel Guides, 2014-06-24
Written by locals, Fodor's travel guides have been offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets
for 80 years. Plan the perfect getaway with Fodor's Big Island of Hawaii--a fully updated Gold Guide
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featuring tips for all types of travelers, from families to honeymooners. This travel guide includes: ·
Dozens of full-color maps · Hundreds of hotel and restaurant recommendations, with Fodor's Choice
designating our top picks · Multiple itineraries to explore the top attractions and what’s off the
beaten path · Major sights such as Green Sands Beach, The Lava Show, and Waipio Valley Planning
to visit more of Hawaii? Check out Fodor's travel guides to Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, and Oahu.
  big island hawaii history: Explorer's Guide Hawaii's Big Island: A Great Destination
Elizabeth Blish Hughes, 2008-12-15 A complete guide to this increasingly popular Hawaiian paradise
known for its simmering volcanoes, sugary beaches, and exotic landscape. As with all Explorer's
Great Destinations guides, the author provides unbiased critical opinions and candid reviews about
lodging, food, attractions, culture, and recreation. With up-to-date maps and photos throughout, this
is an invaluable guide for your next trip.
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Big Island of Hawaii Fodor's, Karen Anderson, 2012 A
practical guide in the popular series, saturated with valuable information on accommodation,
shopping, sights, and dining on the island of Hawaii.
  big island hawaii history: Adventure Guide to Hawaii the Big Island Bryan Fryklund, Jen
Reeder, 2007-07-01 We travel to grow – our Adventure Guides show you how. Experience the places
you visit more directly, freshly, intensely than you would otherwise – sometimes best done on foot, in
a canoe, or through cultural adventures like art courses, cooking classes, learning the language,
meeting the people, joining in the festivals and celebrations. This can make your trip life-changing,
unforgettable. All of the detailed information you need is here about the hotels, restaurants,
shopping, sightseeing. But we also lead you to new discoveries, turning corners you haven't turned
before, helping you to interact with the world in new ways. That's what makes our Adventure Guides
unique. Print edition is 368 pages. Photographs throughout. A newly updated edition with the latest
information on the best hotels in all price categories, restaurants, dive sites, dive operators, fishing
guides and much, much more. You'll find more information on these islands here than in any other
guide, with thorough coverage of the Turks & Caicos as well. Comprised of over 700 dazzling
islands, the Bahamas were once the playground of pirates. Modern travelers can find a different kind
of adventure here, be they divers exploring a shipwreck, honeymooners beachcombing near a
secluded cove, or gamblers touring the casinos of Paradise Island. This can indeed be a paradise if
you are well-prepared. This guide is the best way to prepare, whether you want to explore the
British forts and tropical forests, play with dolphins in the surf, seek duty-free bargains, or pay a
visit to the Out Islands, where the residents are among the friendliest people in the world. The best
accommodations and restaurants, sailing, horseback riding, fishing, kayaking, diving, hiking,
shopping, how to get around, sightseeing, entertainment, gambling, climate, banking, medical care,
history and culture.
  big island hawaii history: Hawaiian History Richard Lightner, 2004-08-30 Hawaii has been
referred to as the crossroads of the Pacific. This book illustrates how many world cultures and
customs meet in the Hawaiian Islands, providing a chronological overview highlighted by extracts
from important works that express Hawaii's unique history. This work starts with chronological
chapters on general and ancient Hawaiian history and continues through early Western contact, the
19th century, and Hawaii's annexation to the United States. Topics include politics, religion, social
issues, business, ethnic groups, and race relations.
  big island hawaii history: Lonely Planet Hawaii the Big Island Luci Yamamoto, 2022-02-15
Lonely Planet's Hawaii, the Big Island is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on
what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Experience island culture, stargaze on
Mauna Kea and snorkel in Kealakekua Bay; all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart
of Hawaii, the Big Island and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet's Hawaii, the Big Island:
Up-to-date information - all businesses were rechecked before publication to ensure they are still
open after 2020�s COVID-19 outbreak Color maps and images throughout Highlights and itineraries
help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips to save time and money
and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips -



hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all budgets -
eating, sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural
insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music, landscapes,
surfing, wildlife, cuisine, arts & crafts, lei, politics Covers Kailua-Kona, the Kona Coast, Kohala,
Waimea, Mauna Kea, Saddle Road, Hamakua Coast, Hilo, Puna, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park,
and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet's Hawaii, the Big Island, our most comprehensive guide
to Hawaii, the Big Island, is perfect for discovering both popular and off-the-beaten-path
experiences. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company, providing both
inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973. Over the past four
decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a dedicated, passionate global
community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps, videos, 14 languages,
armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no
other.' � New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's
hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations
of people how to travel the world.' � Fairfax Media (Australia)
  big island hawaii history: The Big Island Unveiled: A Comprehensive Guide to Hawaii's
Diverse Landscape Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-01 The Big Island of Hawaii is a land of contrasts,
with stunning beaches, lush rainforests, active volcanoes, and snow-capped mountains. It's a place
where you can experience everything from world-class snorkeling and diving to hiking through
ancient lava fields. **The Big Island Unveiled** is the most comprehensive guidebook ever written
for this incredible island. It's packed with information on everything from the island's history and
culture to its natural wonders and outdoor activities. Whether you're looking for a relaxing beach
vacation or an adventurous hiking trip, this book has something for everyone. In **The Big Island
Unveiled**, you'll find: * Detailed descriptions of the island's top attractions, including volcanoes,
waterfalls, beaches, and hiking trails * Insider tips on where to eat, stay, and shop * Beautiful photos
and easy-to-follow maps * Helpful advice on planning your trip, including how to get around, what to
pack, and what to expect With **The Big Island Unveiled**, you'll be able to experience the best of
the Big Island, from its stunning natural beauty to its rich culture. So what are you waiting for? Start
planning your dream trip to the Big Island today! If you like this book, write a review on google
books!
  big island hawaii history: Lonely Planet Hawaii the Big Island Lonely Planet, Adam Karlin,
Luci Yamamoto, Loren Bell, 2017-09-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher
Lonely Planet Hawaii the Big Island is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on what
to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Hike trails through smoking craters at
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, stargaze at the clear skies from Mauna Kea, and snorkel in
Kealakekua Bay; all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Hawaii, the Big Island
and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet Hawaii the Big Island Travel Guide: Full-color
maps and images throughout Highlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal
needs and interests Insider tips to save time and money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds
and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites,
transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sight-seeing, going out,
shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights give you a richer, more
rewarding travel experience - history, people, lifestyle, landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, politics Over 40
color maps Covers Kailua-Kona, Kohala, Waimea, Mauna Kea, Saddle Road, Hamakua Coast, Waipio
Valley, Hilo, Puna, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Kilauea Caldera, Kau and more eBook Features:
(Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and offline maps prevent
roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and reviews Add notes to
personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages Bookmarks and speedy search
capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to recommendations' websites Zoom-in
maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet Hawaii
the Big Island , our most comprehensive guide to Hawaii, the Big Island, is perfect for both exploring



top sights and taking roads less traveled. Looking for a guide focused on Hawaii? Check out Lonely
Planet Discover Hawaii, a photo-rich guide/photo-rich guides to the state's most popular attractions.
About Lonely Planet: Since 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's leading travel media
company with guidebooks to every destination, an award-winning website, mobile and digital travel
products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet covers must-see spots but also enables
curious travellers to get off beaten paths to understand more of the culture of the places in which
they find themselves. The world awaits! Lonely Planet guides have won the TripAdvisor Traveler's
Choice Award in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves;
it's in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's
telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' -- Fairfax Media 'Lonely Planet guides
are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times Important Notice: The digital edition of this book
may not contain all of the images found in the physical edition.
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Big Island of Hawaii, 2nd Edition Joanna G. Cantor,
Carissa Bluestone, 2008-08-26 Provides information on accommodations, restaurants, local
attractions, and multi-day itineraries.
  big island hawaii history: Lonely Planet Hawai‘i the Big Island Lonely Planet,
  big island hawaii history: Moon Big Island of Hawaii Bree Kessler, 2016-09-27 Expert
traveler Bree Kessler covers the best sights and adventures that the Big Island has to offer, from
soaking up the sun on Kona's iconic white sand beaches to sampling local delicacies at Hilo's
popular farmer's market. Kessler also offers one-of-a-kind trip ideas, including Eat Your Way Around
the Island, Big Island on a Budget, and Just Leave Me at the Beach—an itinerary for travelers who
want to spend their entire vacation relaxing on the sand. Brimming with details on checking out the
sea turtles at Punalu’u Beach County Park, tidepooling in Pahoa, and venturing up Saddle Road for
the spectacular views at the Mauna Kea observatory, Moon Big Island of Hawai'i gives travelers the
tools they need to create a more personal and memorable experience. This full-color travel guide
includes colorful photos and helpful maps throughout.
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Big Island of Hawai'i Fodor's, 2010 Lets you explore the
island's active volcanoes, Kona, Hilo, and beyond. This title features: picks for hotels, restaurants,
sights, and more; 'Word of Mouth' tips from fellow travelers; illustrated features on Hawai'i
Volcanoes National Park, snorkeling, and lu'au; as well as best scuba diving, kayaking, and golf.
  big island hawaii history: Hawaii's Kona Coast Bryan Fryklund, 2011-01-09 Kona is the
heart of the sunny side of the Big Island. It's a historic region promising balmy weather, white sand
beaches, Kona coffee country, tropical flowers and trees, fantastic snorkeling and diving and
countless other adventure opportunities. Hualalai, an 8,271-foot dormant volcano, towers above it
all. Three distinct areas comprise the Kona district: North Kona, South Kona, and the big city of
Kailua-Kona. The bustling commercial hub was the capital of Hawaii from 1812 to 1819, when King
Kamehameha the Great lived out his life at Ahu'ena Heiau near the Kailua Pier. Nearby Hu.
  big island hawaii history: Beaches of the Big Island John R. K. Clark, 1985-09-01 The Big
Island, world famous for its active volcanoes and coral gardens, has many wonderful beaches. In fact
its shoreline is as diverse and dynamic as the rest of this massive island and includes more than 100
black, green, and white sand beaches. The Beaches series by John R. K. Clark include Beaches of
Maui County, Beaches of the Big Island, Beaches of Kauai and Niihau, and The Beaches of Oahu. The
author, an ocean recreation consultant, includes comprehensive site descriptions of hundreds of
beaches in the Hawaiian Islands and shares his extensive knowledge of, and deep respect for,
Hawaii's shorelines.
  big island hawaii history: Hawaii Greg Ward, 2001 This guide to Hawaii covers all of Hawaii's
visited islands, from the lush resorts and deluxe beaches to the interior wilderness, rainforest and
volcanoes. The book provides comprehensive details on outdoor activities; a detailed background on
Hawaiian culture; and in-depth reviews of hotels, restaurants and nightlife options, to suit every
budget.
  big island hawaii history: The Rough Guide to Hawaii Rough Guides, 2011-01-20 The Rough



Guide to Hawaii is the essential travel guide to this breathtaking archipelago. It covers the six major
islands - Oahu, The Big Island, Maui, Lanai, Molokai and Kauai - with reviews of the best resorts,
hotels, restaurants and nightlife for every taste and budget. The guide includes practical advice on
exploring all the attractions, from gushing volcanoes and secluded beaches to lush rainforests and
dramatic coastlines, and details all you need to know about windsurfing, scuba-diving, hiking and
more. The Rough Guide to Hawaii goes deeper than any other guide, taking a detailed look at
Hawaiian history, culture, language and music, giving you a rounded understanding of the newest
US state. And with dozens of easy-to-use maps, photographs and a full-colour section, this guide is
your essential companion to Hawaii. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide to Hawaii.
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Hawaii 2011 Fodor's, 2010-08-24 Provides information on
Hawaiian history and culture, and shares advice on sightseeing, shopping, and entertainment
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Hawaii 2014 Fodor's, 2013-08-13 Hawaii overflows with
natural beauty, from soft sand beaches to dramatic volcano cliffs. The islands' offerings, from urban
Honolulu in Oahu to the luxe resorts of Maui to the natural wonders of Kauai and the Big Island,
appeal to all tastes. There's also much to appreciate about the state's unique culture and the
tradition of aloha that has welcomed millions of visitors over the years. EXPANDED COVERAGE:
Brand-new hotel, restaurant, shop, and bar reviews provide fresh tips for staying and playing on
Oahu, Maui, the Big Island, Kauai, Molokai, and Lanai. An updated feature explores the changing
cruise options on Hawaii. INDISPENSABLE TRIP PLANNING TOOLS: An island finder chart and
guide helps you pick the right islands for you. Top Experiences and Great Itineraries help travelers
make the most of their island time. This guide also has useful tips for families, people planning
Hawaiian weddings and honeymoons, and cruise travelers. Illustrated plant and marine life
identification keys are useful tools for hikers and snorkelers. DISCERNING RECOMMENDATIONS:
Fodor's Hawaii ebook edition offers savvy advice and recommendations from local writers to help
travelers make the most of their visit. Fodor's Choice designates our best picks, from hotels to
nightlife. Word of Mouth quotes from fellow travelers provide valuable insights. ABOUT FODOR'S
AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is researched and written by local experts.
  big island hawaii history: Fodor's Essential Hawaii Fodor's Travel Guides, 2024-11-19
Whether you want to visit Big Island's Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, relax on Waikiki Beach, or
take a boat tour of Kauai's Napali Coast, the local Fodor's travel experts in Hawaii are here to help!
Fodor's Essential Hawaii guidebook is packed with maps, carefully curated recommendations, and
everything else you need to simplify your trip-planning process and make the most of your time. This
new edition has an easy-to-read layout, fresh information, and beautiful color photos. Fodor's
“Essential” guides were named by Booklist as the Best Travel Guide Series of 2020! Fodor's
Essential Hawaii travel guide includes: AN ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the
top things to see and do MULTIPLE ITINERARIES to effectively organize your days and maximize
your time MORE THAN 30 DETAILED MAPS to help you navigate confidently COLOR PHOTOS
throughout to spark your wanderlust! HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCALS on the best
sights, restaurants, hotels, nightlife, shopping, performing arts, activities, and more PHOTO-FILLED
“BEST OF” FEATURES on “Maui's Best Beaches,” “Oahu's Natural Wonders,” “What to Eat and
Drink in Hawaii”, and more TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL TIPS including when to go,
getting around, beating the crowds, and saving time and money HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
INSIGHTS providing rich context on the local people, politics, art, architecture, cuisine, music,
geography, and more SPECIAL FEATURES on “Hawaiian Cultural Traditions, Snorkeling in Hawaii,”
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, and more LOCAL WRITERS to help you find the
under-the-radar gems HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE PRIMER with useful words and essential phrases
UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON: Maui, Oahu, Kauai, the Big Island, Molokai, Lanai, Haleakala National
Park, Waikiki, and more. Planning on visiting just an individual island? Check out Fodor's Maui,
Fodor's Oahu, Fodor's Kauai, and Fodor's Big Island of Hawaii. *Important note for digital editions:
The digital edition of this guide does not contain all the images or text included in the physical
edition. ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is researched and written by local



experts. Fodor's has been offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets for over 80 years. For
more travel inspiration, you can sign up for our travel newsletter at fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or
follow us @FodorsTravel on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We invite you to join our friendly
community of travel experts at fodors.com/community to ask any other questions and share your
experience with us!
  big island hawaii history: Hawaii: Unveiling the Big Island's Hidden Gems Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-04-30 Hawaii Island, also known as the Big Island, is a captivating destination that
offers a harmonious blend of natural beauty and cultural heritage. This comprehensive guide unveils
the island's hidden gems and extraordinary adventures, providing travelers with an indispensable
companion for an unforgettable journey. With insightful chapters covering everything from the
island's unique ecosystems and thrilling outdoor activities to its vibrant art scene and delectable
cuisine, this book is a treasure trove of information for travelers seeking an immersive and fulfilling
experience. Immerse yourself in the island's rich history and culture, from ancient Hawaiian
traditions to modern-day celebrations. Discover the island's diverse ecosystems, from lush
rainforests and volcanic deserts to stunning beaches and marine sanctuaries. Embark on thrilling
adventures, from hiking to surfing to ziplining through lush forests. And savor the island's culinary
delights, from traditional Hawaiian dishes to farm-to-table cuisine. Whether you're seeking
relaxation or adventure, Hawaii Island has something to offer every traveler. With its breathtaking
scenery, warm hospitality, and endless opportunities for exploration, the island promises an
unforgettable experience that will leave you longing to return. As you journey through the pages of
this guide, you'll uncover the island's secrets and discover why Hawaii Island truly is a place like no
other. From the majestic Mauna Kea to the enchanting Waimea Canyon, from the vibrant Hilo to the
historic Kona Coast, every corner of the island holds its own unique charm and allure. So, pack your
bags, embrace the aloha spirit, and prepare to be amazed as you embark on an extraordinary
adventure in Hawaii, the Big Island. This comprehensive guide will be your trusted companion,
ensuring you make the most of your journey and create memories that will last a lifetime. If you like
this book, write a review on google books!
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