
biggest busts in nhl history

biggest busts in nhl history represent some of the most notable disappointments in professional
hockey, where highly anticipated draft picks or high-profile signings fail to meet expectations. These
players often entered the league with great promise, backed by impressive junior or international
careers, only to struggle with consistency, injuries, or adaptation to the NHL level. This article
explores some of the most infamous cases of draft and signing busts, examining the circumstances
that led to their underwhelming careers. Understanding these busts offers insight into the
unpredictability of player development and the challenges teams face in scouting and talent
evaluation. The discussion includes some of the most talked-about players in NHL lore, providing
detailed accounts of their careers and the impact on their respective franchises. Following the
introduction, a structured overview will guide readers through key examples and the broader
implications for the league.

Notable Draft Busts

High-Profile Free Agent Failures

Factors Contributing to NHL Busts

Impact of Busts on Teams and Fans

Lessons Learned from NHL Busts

Notable Draft Busts
The NHL Entry Draft is a critical event where franchises attempt to secure future stars, but some
selections become infamous as the biggest busts in NHL history. These players were often drafted in
early rounds, sometimes first overall, with high expectations that were never realized. Their careers
serve as cautionary tales about the uncertainty of projecting young talent to the professional level.

Alexandre Daigle
Drafted first overall in 1993 by the Ottawa Senators, Alexandre Daigle was widely regarded as a
can't-miss prospect. With his exceptional junior statistics and skill set, Daigle was expected to
become a franchise cornerstone. However, his NHL career was marked by inconsistency, lack of
effort, and underperformance. Despite playing over 700 games, Daigle never lived up to his draft
hype, often cited as one of the biggest busts in NHL history.

Patrik Stefan
Selected first overall in the 1999 NHL Draft by the Atlanta Thrashers, Patrik Stefan struggled to



adapt to the NHL's pace and physicality. His development stalled, and he failed to produce the
offensive numbers anticipated from a top pick. Stefan's career was plagued by injuries and limited
impact, making him a prominent example of a draft bust.

Other Major Draft Busts
Beyond Daigle and Stefan, several other high draft picks failed to meet expectations. These include:

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins – Although still active, some critics argue he has not reached the
superstar level expected of his draft position.

Jamie Storr – A promising goaltender whose career never took off as anticipated.

Thomas Vanek – A productive scorer but considered a disappointment relative to top draft
status.

High-Profile Free Agent Failures
In addition to draft busts, the NHL has seen numerous high-profile free agent signings that failed to
deliver on expectations. Teams sometimes invest heavily in veteran players, hoping to boost their
roster, but these acquisitions can backfire, becoming costly mistakes.

Rick DiPietro
Although not a free agent bust in the traditional sense, Rick DiPietro's massive contract with the
New York Islanders is often cited as one of the worst investments in NHL history. Signed to a 15-
year deal at a young age, DiPietro suffered multiple injuries and played far fewer games than
anticipated, embodying the risks of long-term contracts on unproven players.

Marty Reasoner
While not a blockbuster free agent, Marty Reasoner’s tenure with certain teams is sometimes
mentioned when discussing free agent signings that did not impact the team as hoped. These cases
underline the difficulty in forecasting player performance after moving teams.

Other Notable Free Agent Busts

Thomas Vanek – Signed by the Minnesota Wild with high hopes but failed to reproduce his
scoring pace.

Vincent Lecavalier – Though a former superstar, his later career free agent deals did not meet
expectations.



Corey Perry – His signing with the Montreal Canadiens did not yield the anticipated offensive
production.

Factors Contributing to NHL Busts
Several factors contribute to why some highly touted players become the biggest busts in NHL
history. Understanding these elements helps explain the complexity of player development and the
challenges teams face in predicting NHL success.

Physical and Mental Adaptation
Transitioning from junior or international hockey to the NHL requires significant physical and
mental adjustments. Players must cope with faster gameplay, stronger opponents, and the pressure
of professional expectations. Failure to adapt can derail promising careers.

Injuries
Injuries are a common and unfortunate reason behind many NHL busts. A player’s development can
be severely hampered by recurring or severe injuries, limiting their ability to perform and progress
at the expected rate.

Work Ethic and Attitude
A player’s commitment to training, improvement, and teamwork significantly influences career
longevity and success. Some busts are attributed to a lack of dedication or poor attitude, which can
affect performance and relationships within the organization.

Scouting and Drafting Errors
Sometimes, busts result from misjudgments during scouting and drafting. Overestimating a player's
skills or potential, or failing to account for character and work ethic, can lead to selecting players
who ultimately underperform.

Impact of Busts on Teams and Fans
The consequences of draft and signing busts extend beyond individual players, affecting teams'
competitive prospects, salary cap management, and fan expectations. These impacts illustrate the
broader significance of busts in the NHL landscape.



Financial Implications
High draft picks and free agent signings often come with substantial financial commitments. When
these players fail to perform, teams face salary cap challenges and limited flexibility to improve
rosters through other acquisitions.

Team Performance and Morale
Busts can hinder a team's on-ice performance and disrupt team chemistry. Relying on
underperforming players can lead to losing seasons and diminished morale among teammates and
coaching staff.

Fan Reactions
Fans invest emotionally and financially in their teams and expect top draft picks and signings to
contribute meaningfully. When players become busts, it can lead to frustration, decreased
attendance, and loss of faith in management decisions.

Lessons Learned from NHL Busts
The biggest busts in NHL history provide valuable lessons for teams, scouts, and player development
personnel. These insights help improve drafting strategies and player evaluation processes.

Importance of Comprehensive Scouting
Teams increasingly rely on a combination of data analytics, psychological assessments, and
traditional scouting to reduce the risk of busts. Thorough evaluation beyond on-ice skills is essential
to predict future success.

Patience and Development Systems
Recognizing that some players require more time to develop, organizations emphasize strong minor
league affiliates and development programs. Patience can sometimes salvage careers initially
deemed busts.

Risk Management in Contracts
Long-term contracts with young players carry inherent risks, as seen in some of the league's biggest
busts. Teams now often structure deals to mitigate potential losses if a player does not meet
expectations.

Combine qualitative and quantitative scouting methods for balanced player assessment.1.



Invest in player development and mental health resources to support adaptation.2.

Avoid overly long contracts for unproven players to maintain roster flexibility.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered some of the biggest busts in NHL
history?
Some of the biggest busts in NHL history include Alexandre Daigle, Patrik Stefan, Nail Yakupov, and
Rick DiPietro, all of whom were high draft picks that failed to meet expectations.

Why is Alexandre Daigle often labeled as the biggest bust in
NHL history?
Alexandre Daigle was drafted first overall in 1993 and was expected to be a superstar, but he never
lived up to the hype, struggling with consistency and injuries throughout his career.

Which first overall NHL draft picks are considered major
disappointments?
Notable first overall draft busts include Alexandre Daigle, Patrik Stefan, Nail Yakupov, and Rick
DiPietro, who had high expectations but underperformed relative to their draft positions.

How did Rick DiPietro's career turn out after being a first
overall pick?
Rick DiPietro was drafted first overall in 2000 but was plagued by injuries, limiting his playing time
and effectiveness, ultimately making him one of the biggest draft busts.

What factors contribute to a player being labeled an NHL
bust?
Factors include failing to develop expected skills, poor performance compared to draft peers,
injuries, lack of work ethic, or inability to adjust to the NHL level of play.

Are there any recent NHL draft picks considered potential
busts?
While it's still early to judge recent picks definitively, some highly drafted players who struggle to
secure roster spots or produce expected points sometimes get labeled as potential busts by analysts
and fans.



How do biggest busts impact NHL teams?
Biggest busts can set franchises back by wasting high draft picks, affecting team competitiveness,
and forcing teams to rebuild or seek trades to recover lost value.

Can a player recover from being labeled an NHL bust?
Yes, some players overcome early struggles or injuries and eventually establish productive NHL
careers, though it's relatively rare for highly touted busts to fully meet original expectations.

Additional Resources
1. Frozen Dreams Shattered: The NHL’s Biggest Draft Busts
This book delves into some of the most disappointing draft picks in NHL history, exploring the high
expectations and the harsh realities that followed. It provides detailed accounts of players who failed
to live up to their potential, examining the factors behind their struggles. From injuries to off-ice
issues, this book offers a comprehensive look at why some careers never took off.

2. Ice Cold Regrets: Tales of NHL Draft Disasters
"Ice Cold Regrets" chronicles the stories of the NHL’s most infamous draft busts, analyzing the
impact these players had on their teams and the league. It highlights the scouting mistakes and
management decisions that led to these misfires. The book also features interviews with coaches,
scouts, and the players themselves, providing unique insights into these careers gone wrong.

3. From Promise to Pitfall: NHL’s Greatest Draft Busts
This book investigates the journey of highly touted prospects who ultimately became some of the
biggest busts in NHL history. It discusses the pressures of professional hockey and the challenges
that can derail even the most talented athletes. The narrative is supported by statistics, expert
commentary, and personal stories.

4. Blown Picks: The NHL Draft Mistakes That Changed History
"Blown Picks" provides an in-depth analysis of NHL draft selections that failed spectacularly,
altering the course of franchises. It examines how these mistakes affected team performance and
future drafts. The book also considers the lessons learned and how scouting has evolved to avoid
similar errors.

5. Lost Potential: The NHL’s Most Notorious Busts
This title explores players who showed flashes of brilliance but ultimately fell short of expectations,
becoming cautionary tales in NHL lore. It looks at the reasons behind their decline, from personal
issues to lack of development support. The book also reflects on the human side of these stories,
emphasizing the toll of unmet potential.

6. Draft Day Disasters: NHL’s Biggest Busts Uncovered
"Draft Day Disasters" uncovers the stories behind some of the most surprising and disappointing
draft picks in NHL history. It highlights the contrast between pre-draft hype and post-draft reality.
With detailed case studies, the book illustrates how even the most promising prospects can falter.

7. The Fall of the Ice Kings: NHL Draft Busts and Their Legacies
This book examines the long-term effects of draft busts on NHL franchises and the players’ post-



hockey lives. It provides a balanced view, acknowledging both the mistakes made by teams and the
challenges faced by players. Readers gain insight into the complex dynamics of professional sports
careers.

8. Hopes Dashed: NHL’s Biggest Busts and What Went Wrong
"Hopes Dashed" focuses on the underlying factors contributing to the biggest busts in NHL draft
history. From unrealistic expectations to inadequate training, the book offers a multi-faceted
perspective. It also discusses the psychological impact on players and teams alike.

9. Skating on Thin Ice: The NHL’s Most Disappointing Draft Picks
This book tells the stories of NHL players who, despite early promise, failed to make a lasting impact
in the league. It highlights the unpredictability of player development and the risks inherent in the
draft. Through compelling narratives and expert analysis, it sheds light on why some prospects
never fulfill their potential.
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  biggest busts in nhl history: The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL Sean McIndoe,
2019-11-05 Sean McIndoe of Down Goes Brown, one of hockey's favourite and funniest writers,
takes aim at the game's most memorable moments--especially if they're memorable for the wrong
reasons--in this warts-and-all history of the NHL. The NHL is, indisputably, weird. One moment,
you're in awe of the speed, skill and intensity that define the sport, shaking your head as a player
makes an impossible play, or shatters a longstanding record, or sobs into his first Stanley Cup. The
next, everyone's wearing earmuffs, Mr. Rogers has shown up, and guys in yellow raincoats are
officiating playoff games while everyone tries to figure out where the league president went. That's
just life in the NHL, a league that often can't seem to get out of its own way. No matter how long
you've been a hockey fan, you know that sinking feeling that maybe, just maybe, some of the people
in charge here don't actually know what they're doing. And at some point, you've probably
wondered: Has it always been this way? The short answer is yes. As for the longer answer, well,
that's this book. In this fun, irreverent and fact-filled history, Sean McIndoe relates the flip side to
the National Hockey League's storied past. His obsessively detailed memory combines with his keen
sense for the absurdities that make you shake your head at the league and yet fanatically love the
game, allowing you to laugh even when your team is the butt of the joke (and as a life-long Leafs fan,
McIndoe takes the brunt of some of his own best zingers). The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL
is the weird and wonderful league's story told as only Sean McIndoe can.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Miracle Moments in Montreal Canadiens History Jim Hynes,
2016-10-04 The Habs, Les Glorieux, La Sainte Flanelle—the Montreal Canadiens have almost as
many nicknames as they do Stanley Cup Championships: twenty-four. In Miracle Moments in
Montreal Canadiens History, the first book of a new sports series, Montreal native Jim Hynes details
twenty-four memorable moments in the history of hockey’s oldest franchise. Over the course of three
periods—the regular season, the playoffs, and off the ice—relive the highest of highs and lowest of
lows of the National Hockey League’s signature franchise, from their founding in 1909 for the
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enjoyment of Montreal’s French Canadian population to their centennial season of 2009, and
beyond. Rub shoulders with the legendary players, from “Rocket” Richard and Jean Béliveau to Guy
Lafleur and Patrick Roy, and the owners, managers, and coaches who pulled the strings, creating
both dynasties and catastrophic failures along the way. From “Phantom” Joe Malone’s five-goal night
in the NHL’s founding season of 1917 to Jacques Plante’s debut of the goalie mask in 1959, Captain
Saku Koivu’s courageous battle with cancer in 2002, and much more, this book brings it all to life.
Now hear the chants, sing the songs, feel the thunderous ovations, then stand and cheer (or
mercilessly boo) along with those who came before, transfixed before their TV sets or in the shrines
to hockey that are the legendary Montreal Forum and its successor, the raucous Bell Centre.
Through the pages of this book, join those still watching, waiting, hoping, and praying for that
elusive twenty-fifth Stanley Cup.
  biggest busts in nhl history: 100 Things Stars Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Sean Shapiro, Mike Modano, 2018-10-09 With traditions, records, and lore, this lively, detailed book
explores the personalities, events, and facts every Stars fan should know. It contains crucial
information such as important dates, behind-the-scenes tales, memorable moments, and outstanding
achievements by players like Mike Modano, Joe Nieuwendyk, and Neal Broten. Whether you
watched every second of the 1999 Stanley Cup or are a more recent fan of Jamie Benn and Tyler
Seguin, this is the ultimate resource guide for all Stars faithful.
  biggest busts in nhl history: 100 Things Capitals Fans Should Know & Do Before They
Die Ben Raby, Craig Laughlin, 2019-03-12 Washington Capitals fans will forever remember the
moment the Caps clinched the 2018 Stanley Cup. But only real fans know the full history of the Save
the Caps campaign or have rocked the red in enemy territory. 100 Things Capitals Fans Should
Know & Do Before They Die is the ultimate resource for true fans. Whether you were loyal through
the early dark days of the franchise, or whether you're a more recent supporter of Alex Ovechkin
and Nicklas Backstrom, these are the 100 things fans need to know and do in their lifetime.
Experienced sportswriter Ben Raby has collected every essential piece of Caps knowledge and trivia,
as well as must-do activities, and ranks them all from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and
easy-to-follow checklist as you progress on your way to fan superstardom.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Future Greats and Heartbreaks Gare Joyce, 2010-06-04 “One
of this continent’s master craftsmen of sporting prose” (Sports Illustrated) and three-time National
Magazine Award-winner Gare Joyce goes undercover to learn the secrets of NHL scouts. Veteran
sports writer Gare Joyce realizes a long-held secret ambition as he spends a full season embedded as
a hockey scout. Joyce’s year on the hockey beat is a steep learning curve for him; NHL scouts spend
each season gathering information on players fighting it out to break into the world of professional
hockey. They watch hundreds of games, speak to scores of players, parents, team-mates and other
scouts, amassing profiles on all the top contenders. It’s a form of risk assessment–is this young
hopeful deserving of a multi-million dollar contract?–and it can be a tough and thankless task. Scouts
are ground into the game, picking up nuances of play that even the most committed fan would miss,
but they are looking at more than just how well a kid can play. And come the final draft, only a tiny
percentage of their full year’s work might matter. Examining the amount of information gathered on
the under-eighteen hopefuls, the scrutiny to which they are subjected, and the differences between
the rigour of American and Canadian junior teams, Joyce opens a window on the life and methods of
an NHL scout and penetrates the mysterious world of scouting as no one has before.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Where Countries Come to Play Andrew Podnieks, 2013-11-26
Where Countries Come to Play chronicles each Olympic tournament, from the 1920 Antwerp games
to Vancouver in 2010. Illustrated with photographs from the IIHF archives, the book features rare
pictures of games and players, as well as memorabilia and artifacts. Each event is retold through a
detailed narrative that will offer fans a complete history of Olympic hockey, including amazing
stories from both on and off the ice, organizational challenges, bitter battles, player's tales, and
spectacular hockey action. The book also contains a prelude to 2014 Sochi and a detailed appendix
of Olympic hockey stats. As well, Where Countries Come to Play celebrates the IIHF's Triple Gold



Club, whose members have each won an Olympic Gold Medal, a Stanley Cup, and a World
Championship. For the first time in book form, the elite club's twenty-five members are profiled and
the story of their accomplishments told. The book will be publsihed in advance of the Sochi Winter
Games and is the must-have hockey book for all fans of the game and for anyone that has ever
cheered for their nation as they skated out onto the ice.
  biggest busts in nhl history: The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly: New York Rangers Steve Zipay,
2008-10-01 The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly includes the best and worst teams and players of all time,
the most clutch performances and performers, the biggest choke jobs and chokers, great comebacks
and blown leads, plus overrated and underrated players and coaches. What Is a Rangers game like?
Steve Zipay knows...
  biggest busts in nhl history: NHL Hockey IQ Jim Prime, 2014-04-22 Every time a National
Hockey League player laces up his skates and glides onto the ice, another record is in danger of
being smashed. Every time the puck is dropped for a face-off, another chapter in the ongoing thriller
that is NHL hockey trivia is about to be written. NHL hockey is the fastest, most exciting, and most
colorful sport in the world - and that makes it a veritable gold mine for trivia buffs. With a history
dating back to World War I, the NHL has been blessed with a veritable galaxy of stars, from Howie
Morenz to Gordie Howe to Bobby Orr, to Wayne Gretzky to Sid Crosby. Streaking forwards, bruising
defensemen, and goalies with laser-quick reflexes have created a history so deep in tradition and so
rich in lore that fans have to be at their very best to keep up. NHL Hockey IQ is the supreme test of
your endurance and your hockey knowledge.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Changing the Game Stephen Laroche, 2014-10-01 The
complete history of the growth of the NHL. Changing the Game: A History of NHL Expansion
celebrates an often-overlooked aspect of hockey history. The book provides comprehensive coverage
of the NHL's spread across the North American market in the 1920s along with the memorable
expansions that began in 1967. Relive some great and painful moments from the debut seasons of
forgotten teams such as the Montreal Maroons and California Seals along with fan favorites like the
Boston Bruins and New York Rangers. Every first-year NHL roster is covered and nearly 100 players
share their memories of playing for hard-luck clubs.
  biggest busts in nhl history: The Best of Hockey Morgan Hughes, 1997 A collection of the
best the game of hockey has to offer.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Ice Storm Bruce Dowbiggin, 2014-10-04 In 2008, the Vancouver
Canucks were Team Modern, revolutionizing the NHL under their new GM, former player agent
Mike Gillis. Cool, calculating, and unsparing with the media, the onetime number one draft pick of
the old Colorado Rockies swept away the tangled psychological past of the Canucks with bold
innovation, remodeling Vancouver as a destination city for NHL star players. To do so, he built the
Canucks from a non-playoff team in 2008 to the best in hockey from 2010-2012. He modernized the
players' diets and psychological approach, he rebuilt the dressing room, and he sought sleep
consultants to help with the Canucks' punishing travel schedule. More than that, his winning team
lifted Vancouver from eighth overall in NHL revenues to second by 2013. When the team took to the
ice for Game 7 of the 2011 Cup Final, it seemed there was nothing the Canucks couldn't overcome
with their Canucktivity approach. The hockey world was at their feet. But things changed in Game 7.
Physically exhausted and bullied by the Bruins, the Canucks succumbed 4-0. To cap the greatest
season in team history, Vancouver rioted. Gillis tried a number of aggressive moves to get back to
the Final, from switching Luongo for Schneider to trading players, but nothing worked. From there,
the dominoes fell: Alain Vigneault was dismissed, John Tortorella hired; Tortorella raged, fans bayed
for Gillis' head; and finally, Gillis and Tortorella were both fired. In spring 2014, tried-and-true
Canuck hero Trevor Linden was installed as president, with former teammate Jim Benning by his
side as GM. No one was quite sure if this was an improvement, but at least the hysterical screaming
had stopped. How did it happen? Ice Storm follows the journey that led the Canucks from the top of
the mountain to the bottom of the abyss in six short years.
  biggest busts in nhl history: 100 Things Avalanche Fans Should Know & Do Before They



Die Adrian Dater, Joe Sakic, 2016-10-15 Most Colorado Avalanche fans have attended a game at the
Pepsi Center, seen highlights of a young Joe Sakic, and were thrilled by the team's run to the Stanley
Cup in its inaugural season in Denver. But only real fans know how many players have had their
numbers retired or why the team's name isn't the Rocky Mountain Extreme. 100 Things Avalanche
Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die is the ultimate resource guide for true fans of Colorado
hockey. Whether you're a die-hard fan from the days of Marc Crawford or a new supporter of Patrick
Roy and the current players, this book contains everything Avalanche fans should know, see, and do.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Sid vs. Ovi Andrew Podnieks, 2011-10-25 Even before Sidney
Crosby and Alexander Ovechkin began their NHL careers in 2005, the two players were rivals. They
first met at the World U20 (Junior) Championship, playing for the gold medal, and ever since they
have been opponents in the NHL and international arenas. No two star players could be so different.
Crosby is the consummate captain and team player, the responsible face of the NHL. Ovechkin is the
loose cannon on ice and off, capable of a great play or a cocky comment. Sid vs. Ovi traces this
intense rivalry game by game, year by year, from 2005 to 2011 and beyond. Their biographies are
given consideration alongside their in-game performance and career development to present a clear
picture of their lives, their careers, their league, and their countries. Hockey fans can well be
divided into those who prefer one or the other of this pair of scintillating talents. But one thing is
certain – the presence of one inspires the other to greater heights.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Take Your Eye Off the Puck Greg Wyshynski, Jeremy Roenick,
2015-11-01 A guide for sports fans on how to watch and appreciate the game of hockey More and
more fans are watching the NHL each week, but many of them don't know exactly what they should
be watching. How does an offense create shooting lanes for its best sniper? When a center breaks
through and splits between two defensemen, which defender is to blame? Why does a goalie look
like a Hall of Famer one week and a candidate for the minor leagues the next? This guide for sports
fans on how to watch and appreciate the game of hockey takes you inside a coach's mind as he
builds a roster or constructs a game plan, to the chaos of the goalie's crease, and deep into the
perpetual chess match between offense and defense. Discussing topics such as what to look for
when a team goes on the power play and why playing center might be the most grueling job in
sports, Take Your Eye Off the Puck shows fans how to get the most out of watching their favorite
sport.
  biggest busts in nhl history: Passion Capital Paul Alofs, 2013-01-15 Passion Capital is a
revolutionary asset that will completely change your idea of how to build long-term success for your
career, company, or cause. Ask leaders in any country this essential question: What is your most
valuable asset? and they may suggest one of three traditional forms of capital - financial, human, or
intellectual. These are intelligent, well-meaning answers, but they are also completely wrong. More
valuable than money, human resources, and intellectual property, Passion Capital is what separates
leaders from followers, and innovators from imitators. It is the foundation upon which all other
forms of capital are built. Passion is an emotion, but Passion Capital is tangible. It is the energy,
intensity, and sustainability leaders use to build lasting value and competitive advantage.
Organizations that possess Passion Capital - Apple, Johnson & Johnson, Four Seasons Hotels, the
Montreal Canadiens, among others - lead their sectors, while those that rely on established forms of
capital may get stuck in neutral and fail to achieve their full potential. Passion Capital presents
seven principles for growing and investing in this new asset class and includes over fifty insightful
stories drawn from business, not-for-profit, the arts sector, and politics. In this groundbreaking
book, veteran business leader Paul Alofs ushers in a whole new way of thinking about the very
definition of success and reveals how to acquire the world's most valuable asset and apply it to your
career, company, or cause.
  biggest busts in nhl history: The all-new hockey's 100 Stan Fischler, 1988
  biggest busts in nhl history: Good Night, Paul Paul C. J. Campbell, BEd, DAUS, 2016-10-31
Born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Paul Campbell has lived on three continents, sailed several oceans, and
had many unique life experiences, most of which included his family. Paul was an athlete from a



young age and eventually became a professional. His lifelong dream of making the NHL came to a
horrific halt after a terrible car accident almost ended Paul's life and took the life of his good friend.
After coming out of a coma, Paul started a new journey, which began in a wheelchair. He went on to
earn two degrees from the University of New Brunswick. Today Paul teaches, coaches, changes
lives, is a ski instructor, and a guest lecturer. While Paul never played major league hockey, he
received a higher calling: to his own NHL (National Helpers League). Paul told people he would
make the NHL, and even though his NHL is very different, it is even more important in the global
scheme of things.
  biggest busts in nhl history: The Hockey News ... Yearbook , 1994
  biggest busts in nhl history: Chicago Tribune Index , 2000
  biggest busts in nhl history: TV Guide , 2003
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