
biggest hands in nba history

biggest hands in nba history have always fascinated basketball fans and
analysts alike, as hand size can significantly impact a player's ability to
handle, control, and protect the basketball. In the NBA, where elite
athleticism and skill converge, having large hands is often seen as an
advantage for ball control, passing, and defensive plays. This article delves
into the players known for their extraordinary hand sizes, exploring how
their physical attributes translated into on-court performance. From towering
centers to versatile guards, the biggest hands in NBA history have
contributed uniquely to the game’s evolution. The discussion covers
measurement standards, notable players with record-breaking hand spans, and
the correlation between hand size and playing style. Understanding these
aspects offers insight into how physical traits can shape basketball careers
and influence game dynamics.

Understanding Hand Size Measurements in the NBA
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Impact of Large Hands on Playing Style and Performance

Notable Records and Comparisons

Training and Adaptation for Players with Large Hands

Understanding Hand Size Measurements in the NBA
Hand size in the NBA is typically measured by two key metrics: hand length
and hand span. Hand length is the distance from the base of the palm to the
tip of the middle finger, while hand span measures the distance from the tip
of the thumb to the tip of the pinky finger when the hand is fully extended.
These measurements provide a standardized way to compare players’ hand sizes.
The NBA combines these metrics during the draft combine to assess prospects’
physical capabilities. Larger hand sizes often correlate with better ball
handling and control, although skill and training remain critical factors.
Measurement accuracy is essential, as variations can occur depending on the
method used.

Methods of Measurement
Official NBA measurements are taken by team medical staff or during pre-draft
combines. They use precise instruments like calipers or measuring tapes to
ensure consistency. Players’ hands are measured in a relaxed state for length



and fully extended for span. This dual approach captures the functional range
of hand size relevant to basketball performance.

Average vs. Exceptional Hand Sizes
While the average NBA player’s hand length measures around 7.5 to 8.5 inches,
those with the biggest hands in NBA history have recorded hand lengths
exceeding 9 inches and hand spans over 12 inches. These exceptional sizes
stand out not only in the league but also among elite athletes worldwide.

Top NBA Players with the Biggest Hands
The NBA has seen numerous players with remarkably large hands, many of whom
have leveraged this physical attribute to enhance their gameplay. Below is a
list of some of the most notable players recognized for having the biggest
hands in NBA history.

Shaquille O’Neal – Shaq’s hand length measured approximately 11.251.
inches, with a span of about 12 inches, making him one of the largest
hand sizes recorded in NBA history. His massive hands contributed to his
dominance in the paint.

Boban Marjanović – Known for his size, Boban’s hand span reportedly2.
measures around 12.25 inches, enabling exceptional ball control despite
his towering stature.

Kawhi Leonard – Nicknamed “The Klaw,” Leonard’s hands measure about3.
11.75 inches in length and 11.5 inches in span, exceptional for a wing
player and crucial for his defensive prowess.

Giannis Antetokounmpo – The “Greek Freak” boasts hand sizes well above4.
the NBA average, with a length near 10.75 inches and a span exceeding 12
inches, supporting his versatile playstyle.

Michael Jordan – Jordan’s hands measured approximately 9.75 inches in5.
length and 11.375 inches in span, contributing to his legendary ball
handling and clutch performances.

Additional Noteworthy Players
Other players with notably large hands include Wilt Chamberlain, Rudy Gobert,
and Kawhi Leonard’s contemporaries who use their hand size to their advantage
for rebounding, blocking, and ball control.



Impact of Large Hands on Playing Style and
Performance
Hand size significantly influences a player’s ability to handle the
basketball, execute passes, and protect the ball from defenders. Players with
the biggest hands in NBA history often demonstrate superior grip, allowing
for better control during dribbling and shooting. Large hands also facilitate
effective defensive maneuvers such as steals and blocks.

Ball Control and Dribbling
Players with larger hands can palm the ball more easily, which helps in
deceptive dribbling and maintaining possession under pressure. This advantage
is valuable for guards and forwards who frequently face tight defense.

Passing and Catching
Big hands improve a player’s ability to catch difficult passes and deliver
precise assists. This skill set enhances team dynamics and offensive
fluidity, especially in fast-break situations.

Defensive Benefits
Defensively, larger hands increase the chance of tipping or stealing the
ball. Players like Kawhi Leonard utilize their exceptional hand size to
disrupt opponents’ plays consistently.

Notable Records and Comparisons
The NBA records hand sizes officially during draft combines, and some players
hold remarkable records related to hand dimensions. These records illustrate
the extremes of human anatomy within professional basketball.

Record for Largest Hand Length
Shaquille O’Neal is often cited as having the largest hand length ever
recorded in the NBA, measuring approximately 11.25 inches. His hand size
contributed to his ability to dominate in the post and secure rebounds with
ease.



Record for Largest Hand Span
Boban Marjanović reportedly holds one of the largest hand spans recorded,
measuring over 12 inches. This measurement exceeds many other elite players
and is a key factor in his ability to control the ball despite his height.

Comparative Analysis
While some players have longer hands, others possess greater hand spans,
showing that different dimensions can impact gameplay uniquely. For example,
Kawhi Leonard’s hand length and span are both exceptional, allowing a broad
range of ball control capabilities.

Training and Adaptation for Players with Large
Hands
Having large hands does not automatically guarantee superior basketball
skills. Players must train extensively to harness their physical advantages
effectively. Adaptation involves developing coordination, strength, and
technique to maximize the benefits of their hand size.

Hand Strengthening Exercises
Players with large hands often engage in specialized drills to strengthen
their grip and improve finger dexterity. These exercises include squeezing
stress balls, finger extensions, and wrist curls to enhance control and
endurance.

Skill Development
Beyond physical training, skill development focuses on ball-handling drills,
passing accuracy, and defensive positioning. Players must learn to integrate
their hand size into their overall playing style to increase effectiveness on
the court.

Equipment Considerations
Some players customize their basketball shoes and gloves to accommodate their
large hands, ensuring comfort and optimal performance during games and
practices.

Grip and ball control drills



Finger and wrist strengthening routines

Customized equipment for hand size

Integration of hand size into defensive and offensive strategies

Frequently Asked Questions

Who has the biggest hands in NBA history?
Kawhi Leonard is widely recognized as having the biggest hands in NBA
history, with a reported hand span of 11.25 inches and a length of 9.75
inches.

How are hand sizes measured in the NBA?
Hand sizes in the NBA are typically measured by length (from the tip of the
middle finger to the base of the palm) and span (distance from the tip of the
thumb to the tip of the pinky when the hand is stretched).

Which NBA player had the largest hand span ever
recorded?
Kawhi Leonard holds the record for one of the largest hand spans ever
recorded in the NBA, measuring about 11.25 inches.

Did Shaquille O’Neal have big hands compared to
other NBA players?
Shaquille O’Neal had large hands, but they were not the biggest in NBA
history. His hand length was approximately 9.75 inches, similar to Kawhi
Leonard’s length but with a smaller span.

How do big hands benefit NBA players on the court?
Big hands help NBA players improve ball control, grip, and passing ability,
making it easier to palm the ball and handle it securely during play.

Are there any other notable NBA players known for
exceptionally large hands?
Yes, players like Giannis Antetokounmpo, Michael Jordan, and Rudy Gobert are
also known for having large hands that aid their performance on the court.



How does Kawhi Leonard’s hand size compare to
Michael Jordan’s?
Kawhi Leonard’s hand span is slightly larger than Michael Jordan’s; Kawhi’s
hand span is about 11.25 inches, whereas Jordan’s was around 9.75 inches in
length with a smaller span.

Do bigger hands guarantee better performance in the
NBA?
While bigger hands can provide advantages in ball control and grip, they do
not guarantee better performance as skills, athleticism, and other factors
also play crucial roles.

What is the average hand size of NBA players?
The average hand length of NBA players is approximately 8.5 to 9.5 inches,
with hand spans typically ranging from 9 to 10.5 inches.

Has any player with small hands succeeded in the
NBA?
Yes, players with smaller hands have succeeded in the NBA by excelling in
other areas such as shooting, speed, and basketball IQ. Hand size is just one
aspect of a player's overall skill set.

Additional Resources
1. Giants of Grip: The NBA's Largest Hands
This book explores the fascinating world of NBA players known for their
exceptionally large hands. It delves into how hand size influences ball
control, shooting, and defensive skills. Highlighting legends like Kawhi
Leonard and Shaquille O’Neal, the book combines statistics, personal
anecdotes, and expert analysis to showcase the advantage of having big hands
in basketball.

2. Hands That Dominate: NBA's Greatest Hand Sizes and Their Impact
Focusing on the correlation between hand size and performance, this book
examines some of the NBA’s biggest-handed players throughout history. It
provides insights into how players use their physical gifts to excel in
different positions. Interviews with coaches and players reveal how hand size
can be a game-changer on the court.

3. The Grip of Legends: NBA's Biggest Hands and Their Legacy
This title chronicles the careers of NBA stars renowned for their massive
hands, including legends like Wilt Chamberlain and Manute Bol. The book
investigates how these players’ hand sizes contributed to their unique



playing styles and dominance. It also discusses the science behind hand
measurements and their relevance in basketball scouting.

4. Palms of Power: Exploring the NBA’s Largest Hands
"Palms of Power" delves into the biomechanics of basketball hand sizes and
their practical effects on gameplay. Featuring detailed profiles of athletes
with the largest hand spans, the book explores how hand size affects
dribbling, passing, and shooting accuracy. It also touches on training
techniques that maximize the potential of players’ hands.

5. Hand Size and Hoops: The Untold Story of NBA's Biggest Hands
This book uncovers the untold stories behind some of the NBA’s biggest-handed
players and how their hand size shaped their careers. Through historical data
and personal stories, it provides a comprehensive look at the advantages and
challenges faced by these athletes. The narrative blends sports science with
compelling player biographies.

6. The Mighty Grip: How NBA Players’ Hand Sizes Changed the Game
Exploring the evolution of hand size in the NBA, this book illustrates how
larger hands have influenced basketball techniques over the decades. It
highlights significant moments where hand size played a pivotal role in game
outcomes. The text includes expert commentary and comparative studies of
players from different eras.

7. From Fingers to Fame: NBA’s Biggest Hands and Their Stories
This engaging read profiles NBA players with the most impressive hand
measurements, sharing their journeys from rookie to superstar. It emphasizes
the role of physical attributes, including hand size, in reaching elite
status. The book also offers tips on how aspiring players can improve their
hand skills regardless of size.

8. Grip Masters: The Science Behind NBA’s Largest Hands
"Grip Masters" delves into the anatomical and physiological aspects of hand
size in basketball players. It explains how bigger hands contribute to better
ball handling, control, and defense. The book is a blend of scientific
research, player interviews, and practical advice for athletes and coaches.

9. Hands of Titans: NBA’s Biggest Hands and Their Influence on the Game
This book celebrates the titanic hands of NBA giants and their undeniable
impact on basketball history. Featuring detailed player analyses, it connects
hand size with skill development and competitive advantage. Rich with photos
and expert insights, it serves as both a tribute and a study of these
extraordinary athletes.
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  biggest hands in nba history: Magic in the Air Mike Sielski, 2025-02-11 Who doesn't wanna
read an entire book about the slam dunk? I love basketball. - Ann Patchett The definitive dunking
dissertation. - Jack McCallum, Wall Street Journal From the author of the bestselling Kobe Bryant
biography The Rise comes the legend of the most powerful shot in basketball: the slam dunk. The
evolution of basketball, and much of the social and cultural change in America, can be traced
through one powerful act on the court: the slam dunk. The dunk's history is the story of a sport and a
country changed by the most dominant act in basketball, and it makes Magic in the Air a rollicking
and insightful piece of narrative history and a surefire classic of sports literature. When basketball
was the province of white men, the dunk acted as a revolutionary agent, a tool for players like Wilt
Chamberlain and Bill Russell to transform the sport into a Black man’s game. The dunk has since
been an expression of Black culture amid the righteous upheaval of the civil-rights movement, of the
threat that Black people were considered to be to the establishment. It was banned from college
basketball for nearly a decade—an attempt to squash the individual expression and athleticism that
characterized the sport in America’s cities and on its playgrounds. The dunk nevertheless bubbled
up to basketball’s highest levels. From Julius Erving to Michael Jordan to the high flyers of the 21st
century, the dunk has been a key mechanism for growing the NBA into a global goliath. Drawing on
deep reporting and dozens of interviews with players, coaches, and other hoops experts, Magic in
the Air brings to life the tale of the dunk while balancing sharp socio-racial history and commentary
with a romp through American sports and culture. There's never been a basketball book quite like it.
  biggest hands in nba history: Historical Dictionary of Basketball John Grasso, 2010-11-15 In
less than 120 years an activity invented by one man to alleviate winter boredom for a college gym
class has evolved into a worldwide multi-billion dollar enterprise. It is impossible for Dr. James
Naismith, basketball's inventor, to have envisioned the extent to which his simple game would reach.
Without major changes to his original 13 rules, basketball is now played in more than 200 countries
by people of all ages. Thanks to basketball, players like Michael Jordan, Earvin Magic Johnson, Larry
Bird, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and Shaquille O'Neal have become some of the most famous
people in the world. The Historical Dictionary of Basketball is a comprehensive account of all forms
of basketball-amateur, professional, men's, women's, Olympic, domestic, and international-from its
invention in 1891 through the present day. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay,
an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries on the people, places,
teams, and terminology of the game.
  biggest hands in nba history: Best NBA Centers of All Time Patrick Donnelly, 2014-08-01 This
title features some of the greatest NBA Centers of all time: George Mikan, Wilt Chamberlain,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Shaquille O'Neal just to name a few! Basketball fans will love Spotlight
stats and informative boxes for each player. Not to mention great full-color and historic action
photographs. Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is
an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  biggest hands in nba history: A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers Russ Bengtson,
2023-10-10 A celebration of the iconic shoes and superstars who have defined the sport for decades,
A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers tells the story of hoops as only shoes can. The ultimate
book for both hoops fans and sneaker obsessives, A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers is an
exciting and fascinating look at the sport written with authority and experience by former Complex
and SLAM magazine editor Russ Bengtson. From primeval Converse Chuck Taylor All Stars to
baroque Reebok Pumps and myth-making Air Jordans to super-high-tech Nike Adapt BBs, each
chapter breaks down how a specific sneaker defined an era of basketball, transformed the culture,
or changed the game. With full-color sneaker photographs and detailed illustrations throughout, the
book is a kaleidoscopic celebration of the players, styles, and iconic moments that have shaped
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hoops both on and off the court. Topics include: Walt Frazier's PUMA Clydes and the New York City
street game; Michael Jordan's first signature Air Jordan and the birth of the modern global
basketball superstar; Nike Air Swoopes and the evolution of the women’s game; sneaker tech and
the rise of retro; and much more.
  biggest hands in nba history: Side-by-Side Basketball Stars Christopher Henry Forest,
2015 Is Michael Jordan the greatest basketball player to step onto the court? Or can King James
ascend to the NBA throne? Which was more valuable to the team, Shaq's power or Tim Duncan's
finesse? Who has the sweeter three-point stroke, Ray Allen or Stephen Curry? See how the players
match up in this side-by-side look at basketball's stars. Produced in partnership with Sports
Illustrated KIDS.
  biggest hands in nba history: The Top 20 Moments in Cleveland Sports Bob Dyer,
2007-04 Relive some of the most memorable and sensational events in Cleveland sports history.
Many of them are known by shorthand: Red Right 88. The Drive. The Fumble. The Shot. Beer Night.
Some were gut-wrenching. Some, like the 1964 NFL championship game, were glorious. All are
highlight of the shared experience of all Cleveland sports fans.
  biggest hands in nba history: 100 GOTTs of Basketball: The Greatest Players of Their
Time Aliado Nepson, Basketball doesn’t stand still. Rules shift, spacing widens, whistles change,
and the three-point line redraws the map. Yet greatness keeps showing up—different shape, same
certainty. 100 GOTTs of Basketball is the first book to rank the game’s giants with a model as
modern as the sport itself—then tell their stories with the clarity they deserve. A canonical Top-100,
frozen by design. A bold, fully ordered list (#1–#100) spanning men’s and women’s basketball, NBA
& WNBA, ABA & FIBA, college and international impact—integrated, era-adjusted, and printed in
full. Rigor you can read. An open scoring framework blends Prime Detection, Medals/Hardware,
Opposition Quality, Longevity, Records, and qualitative pillars (innovation, cultural reach, big-game
log). An Era Context Index (ECI) and bridge normalization keep comparisons fair. 100 chapter
portraits. Not highlight reels—explanations: footwork that traveled, shots that survived May,
defensive habits that ended possessions early. History that feels alive. Why Russell won with timing,
why Kareem’s skyhook is still unsolved physics, how MJ turned the midrange into policy, how
Taurasi’s elbow reads age perfectly, why Curry changed pace itself, how Giannis and Jokić
reinvented size, how Bird and Magic standardized joy. A reading experience built for debates.
Transparent, auditable, and narrative-rich—the rare list you can argue with, trust, and love. Who
this book is for Fans who love arguments and answers. Young hoopheads who want a map. Coaches
and analysts who care how possessions are really won. Readers who believe the women’s game
belongs at the center of the story—not its edge. Why now The game has never moved faster—or
been measured better. This book is where the numbers meet the nuance.
  biggest hands in nba history: NBA List Jam! Pat Williams, Michael Connelly, 2012-09-25
NBA List Jam! is an entertaining and informative collection of 125+ ranked lists that discuss and
debate the people, games, events, and ephemera that have made the NBA the spectator sport of
choice for millions in North America and beyond. The wide variety of list topics include Greatest
Teams, Best Comebacks, Best High School to NBA Stars, Worst Collapses, Best Pure Shooters,
Oddest Hairdos, Greatest Players from the Big 5, Top NBA Announcers, Best/Worst Uniforms, and
much, much more! Each of the NBA's 30 teams has one list dedicated to it, contributed by one of
that team's most prominent personalities past or present. The book features big-name guest
contributors throughout -- players, coaches, media, and more -- including Doug Collins, Clark
Kellogg, Jeannie Buss, Dan Shaughnessy, Craig Sager, and many more! And the ambitious finale
ranks the Top 100 Players in NBA History. Hoops fans everywhere will have a ball reading and
ranting about the best, worst, oddest, funniest, most intense, and most memorable events and
moments that have made the NBA a multibillion dollar global enterprise.
  biggest hands in nba history: Great Moments in Basketball History Matt Christopher,
2009-10-01 The history of basketball is chock-full of famous buzzer-beating shots, amazing
game-saving plays, and thrilling maneuvers that defy gravity. All fans have their favorite memory,



just as they have their favorite team and their favorite player. Now here's a book that offers a look
back at more than fifteen of the sport's best moments. The Block, The Steal, The Shot. Chamberlain,
Abdul-Jabbar, Bird, Jordan, and James. Each entry captures the nail-biting tension of the minutes
leading up to the play, as well as information about the superstar players that made them and the
teams that they played for. Packed with facts and action, this is a book young basketball fans will
reach for again and again -- and because it comes from Matt Christopher, young readers know
they're getting the best sports writing on the shelf.
  biggest hands in nba history: If This Is A Secret Why Am I Telling It? Russell Drake,
2011-01-31 It's not always easy to make the best choices, to live values that reflect your lifestyle, to
manage time, to balance life, and to speak without fear. In If This Is A Secret, Why Am I Telling It?,
author Russell L. Drake explores the activities and actions that color and shape our lives. Employing
a humorous and common sense approach to life, Drake offers a fast-paced narrative that touches on
facets important to living a life filled with passion and purpose. If this is a Secret, Why am I Telling
It? provides thirty-one suggestions, tips, and ideas which include: ¥Learning to love yourself
¥Investing in your future ¥Developing values to live by ¥Navigating through failure ¥Going after
life's successes by setting goals ¥Inspiring others ¥Expanding your memory
  biggest hands in nba history: Full Court Greg Marecek, 2006 Full Court tells story of an
often-forgotten but remarkable time in St. Louis sports history--the era of the NBA's St. Louis
Hawks. Author Greg Maracek has woven together a compilation of interviews from the Hawks
players to deliver a history of a former perennial power in the National Basketball Association.
Between 1955 and 1968, pro basketball closely rivaled the attention--and at times outstripped the
success--of the baseball's St. Louis Cardinals. A storied rivalry with the fabled Boston Celtics is
credited by many as the single most important catalyst to the national growth of NBA interest.
Names of Hawks' stars became legendary to basketball fans. Leading the way is Hall of Fame
superstar Bob Pettit, the first player to score 20,000 points--and later 25,000--in a career. Other Hall
of Fame Hawks include Cliff Hagan, Slater Martin, Len Wilkens, and Easy Ed Macauley. Pettit's
50-point performance in the 1958 championship game, NBA doubleheaders at Kiel Auditorium,
owner Ben Kerner's sometimes wild and wacky postgame promotions, division and conference titles,
sold-out crowds, Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, Bob Cousy, and one incredible St. Louis World
Championship season makes for riveting reading not only for fans of St. Louis sports but also for
lovers of NBA lore. Greg Marecek has been in the sports business for 35 years, serving as a
sportswriter and editor, sportscaster, national sports syndicate, and sports-radio owner. He is a
member of the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame.
  biggest hands in nba history: Top 10 Teams of the Decade Scholastic Inc, 2011 Check out the
hottest NBA players of the season! This easy-to-read book covers all of the hottest teams of the 2010
NBA season! From the underdogs who came back to win big to the all-star teams that just can't lose,
this book covers it all!
  biggest hands in nba history: I See You Big German Zac Crain, 2021-06-01 In the 1990's,
Dallas was a basketball wasteland. Luckily for the city, along came Dirk Nowitzki, a towering
Würzburg, Germany native with a cool efficiency and the ability to basket shots from seemingly
impossible angles. Nowitzki spent his entire 21-season NBA career with the Dallas Mavericks, the
longest tenure of any one player with one team in the league's history, and led them to their first and
only NBA championship, while being named a 14-time All-Star, a 12-time All-NBA Team member,
and the first European player to receive the NBA's Most Valuable Player Award. Zac Crain,
award-winning journalist for D Magazine who moved to Dallas the same year that Nowitzki began
his career in the city, memorializes Nowitzki’s career through a lyric essay reminiscent of Hanif
Abdurraqib's Go Ahead in the Rain that mixes with author's story with the basketball legend's,
charting the highs and lows (and mostly highs) of the Mavs' all-time statistical leader’s career and
what they mean to the city of Dallas and its now basketball-obsessed citizens.
  biggest hands in nba history: The Mythology of Kobe Bryant Darvin Anton Adams,
2022-10-21 Adams defines the mythology of Kobe Bryant as the ways and means in which Kobe's



inspirational greatness transcended the culture of sport and the ever-changing context of human
existence as we know it. Here the mythological greatness of Kobe Bryant, in life and death, leaves
creative space for a knowledgeable interpretation of what made Kobe, to borrow the word of LeBron
James, immortal. Whether it was founded in the unfathomable amount of work that Kobe put into
improving his basketball game from one year to the next or the creation of the Mamba Mentality
that enabled him to teach others how to grow into the best version of themselves, the symbiotic
totality of Kobe's ability to be great while inspiring others is worth celebrating. Utilizing biblical
studies and theological reflections, this new volume presents Kobe Bryant as an imperfect human
being. Through statistical facts, descriptive narratives, and historical analyses, this book also
presents a detailed argument as to why Bryant is the greatest basketball player ever. Kobe's Mamba
Mentality gives a thick description of his inner drive and his outer thoughts for the purpose of
unpacking the contours of Kobe's life as a family man, businessman, leader, and professional athlete.
  biggest hands in nba history: How to Watch Basketball Like a Genius Nick Greene,
2021-03-02 A brilliant, entertaining deconstruction of basketball, drawing on the expertise of
board-game creators, magicians, therapists, and more Basketball is the second-most popular sport in
the world—an insanely complicated game built on a combination of athleticism, craftiness, rules,
intangibles, and superstardom. However, while it’s enjoyable to watch, the real reason it works is
because it’s a game of culture, art, and all the things that make us human. How to Watch Basketball
Like a Genius deconstructs the sport from top to bottom and then puts it back together again,
detailing its intricacies through reporting and dozens of interviews with experts. These experts,
however, are a diverse group: wine critics weighing in on LeBron’s ability to delegate on the fly,
magicians analyzing Chris Paul’s mystifying dribbling techniques, cartographers breaking down
Steph Curry’s deadeye three-point shooting. Every chapter treats basketball to a multi-disciplined
study that adventures far beyond the lines of the court, examining key elements of the sport from
some surprising and revealing angles. There’s a reason it has conquered the world, and every game
is a chance to learn about pop culture, fashion, history, science, art, and anything else that bounces
our way.
  biggest hands in nba history: Kobe Bryant, 2nd Edition Jeff Savage, 2010-08-01 When Kobe
Bryant went straight from high school to join the Los Angeles Lakers of the National Basketball
Association (NBA) in 1996, he was the youngest player in the league. That same year, Kobe became
the youngest player to ever start in an All-Star Game, and he was just getting started. With five NBA
championships and the league Most Valuable Player award for the 2007–2008 season, Kobe
dominated the competition. Learn more about one of the NBA’s all-time greats.
  biggest hands in nba history: The Official NBA Encyclopedia Jan Hubbard, 2000 On
December 12, 1891, 13 rules of a new game were posted in a YMCA gym in Springfield,
Massachusetts. At each end of the floor, Dr. James A. Naismith, who had invented the game, had
peach baskets nailed below a walkway that happened to be 10-feet high. Within a few days, one of
Naismith's students would christen the new game Basket Ball. Over a century ago, no one could
possibly have envisioned the extraordinary changes that were going to transform Dr. Naismith's
game. Who could have imagined a 6-10 George Mikan swatting shots away from the basket? Julius
Erving in flight, soaring in from the free throw line for a heart-stopping stuff? Or Bob Cousy
throwing a mind-boggling no-look, behind-the-back pass; Jerry West hitting a 60-foot shot with no
time left in a crucial playoff game; Larry Bird's three-point prowess and Michael Jordan rising to
heights - literally and figuratively - never before seen by any athlete? Who could have foreseen more
than 62,000 fans crowded into the Georgia Dome to see a game between the Chicago Bulls and
Atlanta Hawks? Or the titanic battles between Wilt and Russell? Or the Dream Team? The longevity
of Stockton and Malone? Red Auerbach's victory cigars? Phil Jackson's Zen coaching? Or Shaquille
O'Neal's powerful dunks? Who could have ever predicted talent like Magic Johnson, Charles Barkley,
Walt Frazier, Tim Duncan, Kevin Garnett, Grant Hill, Vince Carter, Jason Kidd, Allen Iverson, and
Kobe Bryant? With an Introduction by NBA Commissioner David J. Stern and a Foreword by Michael
Jordan, this third edition of The Official NBA Encyclopedia captures it all: The past and the present.



The complete stats and the complex personalities. Dynasties, rivalries, coaches, referees, all the
pre-NBA leagues, vignettes and features by the top basketball writers in the world. Every NBA
season is reviewed and individual statistics are provided for every player who has ever played in the
league. An extraordinary 32-page color photo essay that captures the spirit of the game since
Naismith conceived it opens this encyclopedia in an unprecedented and spectacular manner. From
the peach basket to the slam dunk championship - it's all here in The Official NBA Encyclopedia, a
book that's almost as exciting as a triple overtime seventh game of the NBA Finals.
  biggest hands in nba history: Popular Mechanics , 1991-11 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  biggest hands in nba history: Earl The Pearl Earl Monroe, 2013-04-23 The personal story of
the Hall of Fame NBA star traces his upbringing in a tough South Philadelphia neighborhood and his
statistic-transcending career, offering insight into his playground competitive style and his views on
the game today. Co-written by the co-author of The Pursuit of Happyness. 75,000 first printing.
  biggest hands in nba history: Heart of a Mule Dick Schafrath, 2006-08-01 “One of the most
extraordinary human beings I have ever met … a great teammate, a great American, and a great
human being.” – Jim Brown He won national football championships with the 1964 Cleveland Browns
and the 1957 Ohio State University Buckeyes. He served four terms in the Ohio senate. He was the
first person ever to canoe across Lake Erie. He ran sixty miles nonstop between Cleveland and
Wooster, Ohio, on a bet. He met presidents … He wrestled bears. Dick Schafrath sure has plenty of
stories to tell. In this book, he tells the most remarkable stories from his first seventy years. Stories
of growing up on an Ohio farm with no plumbing, plowing behind a pair of mules. Of playing
alongside famous teammates and coaches—Jim Brown, Paul Brown, Woody Hayes … Of political
campaigns and publicity stunts. Of returning to Ohio State to finish his undergraduate degree—after
fifty years! Of a life dedicated to hard work and a stubborn determination that earned him his
longtime nickname, “The Mule.” Wild and wonderful, told in a warm, personal style, these stories
are sure to entertain and inspire. “A difference-maker. Every person and every situation improves
when Dick Schafrath is near . . . a fierce competitor.” – Jim Tressel “He epitomized what intelligence,
toughness, and competitiveness are all about.” – Bob Knight He didn’t want his picture in the paper,
he was a team guy—a mule, who thought that honoring your teammate was part of the job . . .
Should be in the Hall of Fame.” – Gary Collins “The last honest politician.” – Dick Celeste, former
Ohio governor “Schafrath was smooth and gave everyone respect . . . As a fighter, I’d like to have
him work in my corner.” – “Smokin” Joe Frazier “One of my boys.” – Paul Brown, founder and head
coach, Cleveland Browns “Great on the goal-line in ’58. Always went all out!” – Woody Hayes,
football coach, The Ohio State University “Too small to play professional football.” – Bo
Schembechler, coach, The Ohio State University and University of Michigan
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