bigelow institute for consciousness
studies essays

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays represent a significant
contribution to the exploration and understanding of human consciousness from
a multidisciplinary perspective. These essays delve into various aspects of
consciousness, including its philosophical, scientific, psychological, and
metaphysical dimensions. The Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies has
been instrumental in encouraging rigorous academic inquiry and fostering
dialogue among scholars, researchers, and enthusiasts interested in the
mysteries surrounding conscious experience. This article provides an in-depth
overview of the Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies essays,
highlighting their themes, methodologies, and impact on the broader field of
consciousness research. Readers will gain insight into the institute’s
approach to consciousness studies and the value of these essays for advancing
knowledge in this complex domain.
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Overview of the Bigelow Institute for
Consciousness Studies

The Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies is a pioneering organization
dedicated to advancing the scientific and philosophical understanding of
consciousness. Founded with the mission to bridge gaps between diverse
disciplines, the institute supports research projects, conferences, and
publications that explore the nature of conscious experience. Central to its
efforts are the essays published under its banner, which compile expert
analyses and innovative perspectives from leading thinkers worldwide. These
essays serve as a valuable resource for academics, students, and anyone
interested in the complexities of consciousness.



Mission and Vision

The institute's mission is to promote rigorous, open-minded inquiry into
consciousness by encouraging interdisciplinary collaboration. Its vision
includes fostering a global community of researchers who contribute to
unraveling the mysteries of mind and awareness through empirical and
theoretical studies. The essays reflect this goal by presenting diverse
viewpoints and challenging existing paradigms.

Historical Background

Since its inception, the Bigelow Institute has played a crucial role in
legitimizing consciousness studies as a serious academic discipline. It has
organized symposiums and funded research that have culminated in a rich
collection of essays that document the evolving landscape of consciousness
research, including emerging theories and experimental findings.

Thematic Focus of Bigelow Institute Essays

The essays produced by the Bigelow Institute cover a broad spectrum of themes
related to consciousness. These themes include the philosophical
underpinnings of conscious experience, neuroscientific investigations,
psychological perspectives, and explorations into altered states of
consciousness. The diversity of topics ensures comprehensive coverage of the
field’s challenges and advances.

Philosophical Perspectives

Philosophical essays address fundamental questions about the nature of
consciousness, such as the mind-body problem, the hard problem of
consciousness, and theories of self-awareness. These contributions critically
evaluate concepts like dualism, physicalism, and panpsychism, offering
frameworks to understand subjective experience.

Scientific and Neuroscientific Approaches

Many essays emphasize empirical research, focusing on brain mechanisms,
neural correlates of consciousness, and the role of quantum phenomena in
conscious processes. These scientific investigations aim to map consciousness
onto measurable biological substrates, facilitating a deeper understanding of
its origins and functions.



Psychological and Experiential Studies

This thematic area explores consciousness through the lens of cognitive
psychology, phenomenology, and studies of altered states such as meditation,
hypnosis, and near-death experiences. The essays analyze how different mental
states affect awareness and the implications for mental health and well-
being.

Methodologies Employed in the Essays

The Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies essays utilize a variety of
research methodologies to investigate consciousness. These range from
theoretical analysis and conceptual modeling to experimental design and data
interpretation. The methodological diversity reflects the interdisciplinary
nature of the field and the complexity of studying consciousness.

Theoretical and Conceptual Analysis

Many essays begin with rigorous theoretical frameworks that clarify key
concepts and propose novel hypotheses regarding consciousness. These analyses
often synthesize insights from philosophy, cognitive science, and physics to
construct comprehensive models.

Empirical Research and Experimental Methods

Empirical essays report findings from neuroimaging studies, psychophysical
experiments, and behavioral assessments. Techniques such as EEG, fMRI, and
psychometric testing are frequently employed to gather data on conscious
states and their neural correlates.

Qualitative and Phenomenological Approaches

Some essays adopt qualitative methods to capture the subjective nature of
conscious experience. Phenomenological descriptions, case studies, and
introspective reports are analyzed to provide a deeper understanding of
consciousness from a first-person perspective.

Impact and Contribution to Consciousness
Research

The Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies essays have had a profound
impact on the academic and scientific communities interested in
consciousness. They have helped to shape contemporary debates, influence



research agendas, and inspire new lines of inquiry. Their interdisciplinary
approach has been particularly effective in fostering collaboration and
innovation.

Advancing Interdisciplinary Dialogue

By bringing together diverse disciplines, the essays encourage dialogue
between philosophers, neuroscientists, psychologists, and physicists. This
cross-pollination of ideas has enriched the understanding of consciousness
and led to more integrative theories.

Influence on Academic Research and Education

The essays serve as foundational texts in many university courses and
research programs focused on consciousness studies. They provide students and
researchers with comprehensive overviews and critical analyses that inform
their work and stimulate further investigation.

Contribution to Public Understanding

Beyond academia, the essays contribute to broader public discourse on
consciousness by making complex ideas accessible and engaging. This outreach
helps demystify consciousness and highlights its relevance to everyday life
and human experience.

Accessing and Utilizing Bigelow Institute
Essays

Access to the Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies essays is typically
available through academic publications, institutional repositories, and
conference proceedings. These essays can be utilized for research, teaching,
and personal study in the field of consciousness studies.

Where to Find the Essays

The institute often publishes its essays in specialized journals, edited
volumes, and online platforms dedicated to consciousness research. Many are
available through university libraries or scholarly databases.

Using the Essays in Research and Education

Researchers cite the essays to support hypotheses and frame new studies,



while educators incorporate them into curricula to provide students with up-
to-date knowledge. The essays also serve as reference material for writing
dissertations and scholarly articles.

Best Practices for Engagement

To maximize the benefit of these essays, readers should approach them with an
interdisciplinary mindset, critically evaluate arguments, and consider the
empirical evidence presented. Engaging with accompanying discussions and
related literature further enhances understanding.

Review essays within their broader academic context

Compare differing viewpoints to appreciate the complexity of
consciousness

Apply insights to practical or theoretical research questions

Participate in forums and conferences to deepen engagement

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bigelow Institute for Consciousness
Studies?

The Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies is an organization dedicated
to exploring and researching the nature of consciousness, often focusing on
phenomena such as near-death experiences, paranormal events, and the mind-
body connection.

What types of essays does the Bigelow Institute for
Consciousness Studies publish?

The institute publishes essays that explore various aspects of consciousness,
including scientific studies, philosophical discussions, and personal
accounts related to altered states of consciousness, near-death experiences,
and other related topics.

How can I access essays from the Bigelow Institute
for Consciousness Studies?

Essays from the Bigelow Institute can typically be accessed through their
official website, academic journals affiliated with the institute, or through



conferences and publications sponsored by the organization.

Are the essays from the Bigelow Institute peer-
reviewed?

Many essays associated with the Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies
undergo peer review, especially those published in academic journals or
presented at scientific conferences, ensuring credible and scholarly
research.

Who are some notable contributors to the Bigelow
Institute for Consciousness Studies essays?

Notable contributors often include researchers, scientists, philosophers, and
scholars specializing in consciousness studies, such as Dr. Jeffrey Long, Dr.
Pim van Lommel, and other experts in near-death experiences and consciousness
research.

What themes are commonly explored in essays from the
Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies?

Common themes include the scientific investigation of near-death experiences,
the nature of the soul, mind-body dualism, paranormal phenomena, meditation
and altered states, and the implications of consciousness research on our
understanding of reality.

How do essays from the Bigelow Institute for
Consciousness Studies impact the field of
consciousness research?

Essays from the institute contribute to advancing knowledge by presenting new
research findings, fostering interdisciplinary dialogue, challenging
materialistic views of consciousness, and inspiring further scientific and
philosophical inquiry into the nature of conscious experience.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring the Frontiers of Consciousness: Essays from the Bigelow
Institute

This collection of essays dives into the latest research and theories
presented at the Bigelow Institute for Consciousness Studies. It covers
topics ranging from altered states of consciousness to the scientific
exploration of near-death experiences. Readers will find a blend of
philosophical discourse and empirical studies designed to deepen the
understanding of human awareness.



2. Consciousness and the Unknown: Insights from the Bigelow Institute
Focusing on the mysteries that surround human consciousness, this book
gathers thought-provoking essays from leading scholars associated with the
Bigelow Institute. It discusses phenomena such as psychic experiences, the
nature of the soul, and the potential for consciousness beyond the physical
brain. The text aims to bridge the gap between science and spirituality.

3. The Science of Consciousness: Contributions from the Bigelow Institute
This volume presents rigorous scientific studies and theoretical discussions
on consciousness from the Bigelow Institute’s researchers. Topics include
quantum theories of mind, consciousness in artificial intelligence, and the
neurobiological basis of awareness. It's an essential read for those
interested in the intersection of neuroscience and philosophy.

4. Beyond the Brain: Essays on Consciousness and Reality

Essays in this book explore the possibility that consciousness extends beyond
the brain, a central theme in many Bigelow Institute publications. It
includes investigations into out-of-body experiences, remote viewing, and
other phenomena that challenge conventional scientific paradigms. The authors
present evidence and arguments for a broader understanding of consciousness.

5. Altered States and Consciousness: Perspectives from the Bigelow Institute
This book examines various altered states of consciousness, such as
meditation, trance, and psychedelic experiences, through essays contributed
to the Bigelow Institute. It explores how these states affect perception,
cognition, and the sense of self. The collection provides both scientific
analysis and personal narratives to illustrate the depth of human
consciousness.

6. Consciousness Studies: The Bigelow Institute’s Interdisciplinary Approach
Highlighting the multidisciplinary nature of consciousness research, this
book showcases essays that integrate psychology, neuroscience, philosophy,
and parapsychology. It emphasizes collaborative efforts to understand
consciousness more comprehensively. Readers will appreciate the diverse
methodologies and perspectives featured.

7. Near-Death Experiences and the Mind: Essays from the Bigelow Institute
Dedicated to the study of near-death experiences (NDEs), this book compiles
research findings and personal accounts explored by scholars at the Bigelow
Institute. It investigates the implications of NDEs for theories of
consciousness and life after death. The essays challenge materialistic views
and propose new models of mind and existence.

8. The Evolution of Consciousness: Insights from Bigelow Institute Research
This book explores how consciousness may have evolved biologically,
culturally, and spiritually, drawing on essays affiliated with the Bigelow
Institute. It discusses the development of self-awareness, language, and
higher cognitive functions over time. The work encourages readers to consider
consciousness as a dynamic and evolving phenomenon.

9. Paranormal Phenomena and Consciousness: Essays from the Bigelow Institute



Investigating the intersection of paranormal events and consciousness
studies, this book compiles essays that analyze phenomena such as telepathy,
psychokinesis, and ghostly apparitions. Contributors from the Bigelow
Institute present scientific inquiries into these mysterious occurrences,
aiming to understand their significance for consciousness research. The
collection invites open-minded exploration of the paranormal.

Bigelow Institute For Consciousness Studies Essays
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bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: A New Science of the Afterlife Daniel
Drasin, 2023-06-13 Reveals how the continuity of consciousness beyond the physical body can be
objectively demonstrated ¢ Explores 15 promising avenues of post-materialist scientific investigation
currently underway ¢ Provides a succinct account of the experience of transition to the “next life”
and what one might expect when one arrives there ¢ Explains how materialism has prevented us
from realizing a deeper understanding of the nature of space, time, life, death, and consciousness
Sharing his more than three decades of research into the afterlife and paranormal phenomena,
award-winning documentary filmmaker Daniel Drasin shows that the continuity of human
consciousness beyond the physical body and after death constitutes a legitimate area of scientific
inquiry and that it can be objectively demonstrated. Drasin begins by revealing how our belief in
materialism—through its effects on our social norms, taboos, and even language—has deeply
constrained our civilization’s understanding of the nature of space, time, life, death, and
consciousness. However, as Drasin explains, our deeply ingrained cultural habits tied to materialism
have begun to change. He explores 15 promising post-materialist scientific investigations currently
underway, focusing in depth on three examples that offer the most objectively irrefutable evidence
for the survival of consciousness, including electronic audio and visual communications from the
other side, the groundbreaking five-year Scole Experiment in physical mediumship, and the
profoundly evidential reincarnation case of James Leininger. Looking at how language frames our
perceptions about life and death, the author presents thought experiments and simple exercises to
help us see through materialist ideology and perceive a broader landscape of reality. He provides a
succinct account of the experience of transition to the “next life” and explores what the afterlife is
made of, where it’s located, how it works, and what it’s for. Drasin shows how, by thinking and
speaking about death and the survival of consciousness in new ways, we can facilitate a clearer,
more relaxed, comfortable, and rational conversation about what awaits us all sooner or later on the
other side of life.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: The Science of Magic Dean Radin, PhD,
2025-10-21 A science-backed guide to discovering the real power of magic and implementing it in
your life, from the renowned author of Real Magic There is an idea that shakes the core of our
scientific principles: That our consciousness participates in creating our physical reality. It's an idea
that runs counter to the materialist worldview we're all taught in school. But the outer edges of
scientific inquiry bleed into what can only be called 'magic.' Dean Radin, Ph.D., is at the forefront of
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researching magic from a scientific standpoint. In The Science of Magic, he shines a light on today's
scientific breakthroughs, from quantum mechanics to the mind-body connection to telepathy, that
can best be explained by what we currently call magic (or psi). In short, today's magic is the science
of tomorrow. He shares his own groundbreaking research on psi phenomena, and explains how you
can start utilizing these findings in your own life today. Accessible and practical, The Science of
Magic offers magical methods from the perspective of a scientist, demonstrating how to effect
change with exercises and hands-on techniques. In short, magic is a mental skill, like meditation or
mathematics. You will find a quiz to discover your natural talents and foundational activities for
strengthening your skills, including: ¢ Affirmations (word magic) ¢ Sigils * Knots ¢« Candle magic ¢
Writing magic ¢ Spell-casting With his uniquely science-backed approach, Dean guides you through
testing magic on your own, for example through dream precognition, evoking synchronicity, and
more. The Science of Magic is a journey to the outer edges of our understanding of the universe,
showing where science is leading us: namely, to magic.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: The Reliable Field Guide To UFO
Science, Media And Data Sources Stephen J. Dirac, 2022-07-29 What makes this UFO book
different? The Reliable Field Guide to UFO Science, Media and Data Sources contains an incredible
amount of research and source material, including: « What Proof Is Out there? * The Various
Hypotheses and Phenomena ¢ Relevant People, Science Experts, Programs and Projects ¢ Research
Organizations, Archives, Databases and Government Reports ¢ 20th To Early 21st Century
Researchers, Authors and Documentarians Remember, if you have been searching for an organized
and holistic collection of data on this fascinating and divisive subject, The Reliable Field Guide to
UFO Science, Media and Data Sources is the book you've been searching for. Not another UFO
Book? This book is a complete and comprehensive 548 pages of solid resources and knowledge, not
just on the subject of UFO’s but also a deep dive into the various branches and related concepts such
as the Starseed Hypothesis, the Sasquatch/Bigfoot Phenomenon, the Crop Circle Hypothesis, the
Men In Black Hypothesis and many more. Is the TRUTH really out there? Exceptional claims require
exceptional proofs however and the concept of Unidentified Flying Objects is no longer purely in the
realms of science fiction/fantasy. Recently, with the latest improvements in image capturing and
analytical technology and the proliferation of media and data sources we have acquired fantastic
amounts of knowledge about the universe but still do not know how much more there is to be
discovered. As ] B S Haldane once said: 'The universe is not only stranger than we imagine, it is
stranger than we can imagine.' It is only natural that an intelligent and inquisitive mind, fascinated
by anomalous experiences, should eventually turn its attention to the UFO mystery. Whatever your
position on UFQ'’s, from total believer to a complete skeptic, it’s always better to arm yourself with
the most up-to-date information on what we currently know, what we think we know and the people
and personalities behind the theories and explanations of the various phenomena. The Reliable Field
Guide to UFO Science, Media and Data Sources recognizes that the concept of “UFO” must also
incorporate the possibilities of a wider spectrum of Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena/UAP and
explores these concepts and ideas thoroughly. This book takes a wide, holistic view of the subject
and recognizes that the concept of “UFO” must also incorporate the possibilities of a wider spectrum
of Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena/UAP.. USO, Unidentified Submerged Phenomena - Psychic
Phenomena - Paranormal - Survival of Consciousness after death - Sasquatch, Bigfoot - Government
Black Programs, Conspiracies, USAP/Unacknowledged(waived) Special Access Programs -
Breakaway civilization - Time Travel - Unknown Secret Histories of Humankind - Roswell and UFO
Crash Retrievals - Government Cover-ups and Disinformation Programs - Remote Viewing - Ancient
Cultures - UFO/UAP Hypotheses

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: The Shift Rob MacGregor, Trish
MacGregor, 2022-10-20 Just out of sight and mostly outside the awareness of mainstream media, a
shift in consciousness is underway that’s beyond religion, politics, and science as we know it now.
It’s an accelerated perception shared by millions worldwide: we are all energetically entangled.
What affects one, affects all. Here in this sea of evolving awareness, we perceive intuitively, through



the heart, and often experience astonishing coincidences or synchronicities. It’s here we might
momentarily connect with a lost loved one, catch a glimpse of our future, or be nudged unexpectedly
onto a different path. These wake-up calls alert us to a deeper matrix of reality. Welcome to The
Shift.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Nahtod-Erfahrungen und
Nachtod-Kontakte: Beweise fiir ein Weiterleben Wilfried Kuhn, Joachim Nicolay, 2024-12-05
Konnen Nahtod-Erfahrungen Beweise fiir ein Leben nach dem Tod liefern? In diesem Buch
untersuchen Experten aus den Bereichen Medizin, Philosophie und Theologie die Fakten und setzen
sich kritisch mit skeptischen Ansichten auseinander. Sie zeigen auf, dass die Phanomene, die
wahrend des Todes oder in dessen Nahe auftreten, am besten durch das Uberleben der Person
erklart werden konnen. Besonders aufschlussreich sind die Erfahrungen von aulSerkorperlichen
Phanomenen (OBE). Betroffene berichten mitunter von Wahrnehmungen, die sie nur auf
nicht-sinnlichem Weg erhalten konnten. Diese Berichte wurden im Nachhinein uberpruft und
bestatigt. Des Weiteren werden Nachtod-Kontakte, Sterbebettvisionen und die sogenannten
~empathischen Sterbeerlebnisse” betrachtet. Aus diesen Untersuchungen ergibt sich ein koharentes
und iiberzeugendes Gesamtbild. Der Tod offenbart sich dabei als Ubergang in eine andere Welt, eine
andere Dimension des Seins.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Schnittstelle Tod Walter van Laack,
2024-03-12 Seit nunmehr 14 Jahren findet im Dreilandereck Aachen regelmalSig eine Tagung zu
Nahtoderfahrungen (NTE) und, ganz allgemein, zur Thematik Leben und Tod statt. Natiirlich geht es
dabei immer um die entscheidende Frage, ist unser Tod tatsachlich unser definitives Ende, wie es
nach-wie-vor noch eine zumindest nach aufen in die Offentlichkeit getragene Uberzeugung der
meisten Naturwissenschaftler zu sein scheint, oder gibt es vielleicht doch ein Danach? Daruber
referierten und diskutierten im November 2023 in Aachen erneut Naturwissenschaftler, Theologen,
Philosophen und Mediziner, genauso wie NTE-Betroffene (oder besser 'Beschenkte') sowie auch
Vertreter esoterischer Gruppen mit erneut vielen Teilnehmern im Auditorium. Entscheidend fur die
Auswahl der Referenten ist allein die Authentizitat, mit der sie ihre Argumente und, wie durchaus
natiirlich gewiinscht, auch polarisierenden Uberzeugungen vorbringen. Gerade diese Vielfalt hat die
Aachener Seminarreihe von Beginn an und bis heute immer wieder ausgezeichnet. Das diesjahrige
Symposium trug den Untertitel Ist die Menschheit zu retten ohne Vertrauen auf ein Danach? Der
Untertitel ist das Ergebnis wohl manch unglaublicher und fir sehr viele oft kaum noch
nachvollziehbarer (gesellschafts-) politischer Entwicklungen vor allem in den letzten Jahren.
Mittlerweile scheint es deshalb immer dringender, sich den Grundfragen zu Leben und Tod zu
widmen; ohnehin betrifft es jeden Einzelnen fruher oder spater unmittelbar.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Proof of Heaven Eben Alexander,
2012-10-23 The #1 New York Times bestselling account of a neurosurgeon's own near-death
experience—for readers of 7 Lessons from Heaven. Thousands of people have had near-death
experiences, but scientists have argued that they are impossible. Dr. Eben Alexander was one of
those scientists. A highly trained neurosurgeon, Alexander knew that NDEs feel real, but are simply
fantasies produced by brains under extreme stress. Then, Dr. Alexander’s own brain was attacked by
a rare illness. The part of the brain that controls thought and emotion—and in essence makes us
human—shut down completely. For seven days he lay in a coma. Then, as his doctors considered
stopping treatment, Alexander’s eyes popped open. He had come back. Alexander’s recovery is a
medical miracle. But the real miracle of his story lies elsewhere. While his body lay in coma,
Alexander journeyed beyond this world and encountered an angelic being who guided him into the
deepest realms of super-physical existence. There he met, and spoke with, the Divine source of the
universe itself. Alexander’s story is not a fantasy. Before he underwent his journey, he could not
reconcile his knowledge of neuroscience with any belief in heaven, God, or the soul. Today
Alexander is a doctor who believes that true health can be achieved only when we realize that God
and the soul are real and that death is not the end of personal existence but only a transition. This
story would be remarkable no matter who it happened to. That it happened to Dr. Alexander makes




it revolutionary. No scientist or person of faith will be able to ignore it. Reading it will change your
life.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Observacoes, Pesquisas e Anotacoes
Sobre Espiritualidade: Observacoes de Um Pesquisador Sobre o Fato da Natureza
"Espiritualidade" em Varios Grupos Diferentes e em Pessoas Diversas Estevdao Gutierrez
Brandao Pontes, 2023-08-07 A intencgao deste livro é de pesquisas e reflexdes para crescimento
pessoal do leitor. A intencdo é que gere em voce reflexao, vontade de pesquisar e de crescer com
suas pesquisas, por meio das pesquisas do autor. Se o livro anterior que escrevi tinha a intengao
técnica de, mediante provas, comprovar um fato da natureza, bem como de incentivar pesquisas,
este visa a de que o leitor, verificando estas observacoes pesquisadas pelo autor, em cada local,
pessoa, grupo ou instituicdo, tenha a intengao de estudar e refletir, para crescer como pessoa com
as multiplas oportunidades que temos na diversidade da humanidade.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Comparing Religions Jeffrey ]. Kripal,
Ata Anzali, Andrea R. Jain, Erin Prophet, Stefan Sanchez, 2024-03-25 Teaches students the art and
practice of comparison in the globalizing world, fully updated to reflect recent scholarship and major
developments in the field Comparing Religions: The Study of Us that Changes Us is a wholly
original, absorbing, and provocative reimagining of the comparative study of religion in the 21st
century. The first textbook of its kind to foreground the extraordinary or “paranormal” aspects of
religious experience, this innovative volume reviews the fundamental tenets of the world’s religions,
discusses the benefits and problems of comparative inquiry, explores how the practice can impact a
person's worldview and values, and much more. Asserting that religions have always engaged in
comparing one another, the authors provide insights into the history, trends, debates, and questions
of explicit comparativism in the modern world. Easily accessible chapters examine the challenges of
studying religion using a comparative approach rather than focusing on religious identity, inspiring
students to think seriously about religious pluralism as they engage in comparative practice.
Throughout the text, a wealth of diverse case studies and vivid illustrations are complemented by
chapter outlines, summaries, toolkits, discussion questions, and other learning features.
Substantially updated with new and revised material, the second edition of Comparing Religions:
Draws from both comparative work and critical theory to present a well-balanced introduction to
contemporary practice Explains classic comparative themes, provides a historical outline of
comparative practices, and offers key strategies for understanding, analyzing, and re-reading
religion Draws on a wide range of religious traditions to illustrate the complexity and efficacy of
comparative practice Embraces the transcendent nature of the religious experience in all its forms,
including in popular culture, film, and television Contains a classroom-proven, three-part structure
with easy-to-digest, thematically organized chapters Features a companion website with information
on individual religious traditions, additional images, a glossary, discussion questions, and links to
supplementary material Comparing Religions: The Study of Us that Changes Us, Second Edition, is
the perfect textbook for undergraduate students and faculty in comparative religion, the study of
religion, and world religions, as well as a valuable resource for general readers interested in
understanding this rewarding area.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Inspiration, Konspiration, Evolution
Mathias Brockers, 2024-06-10 Hat die Natur ein Gedachtnis? Konnen Tomaten traumen? Ist die Erde
intelligent? Und wie konspirativ ging es beim Beginn des Lebens auf der Erde zu? Das sind nur
einige der Fragen, denen die Berichte aus dem Uberall nachgehen. Mit diesem Best of Brockers von
Gaia uber Eleusis bis Goethe, iber das Wunder des Bewusstseins und den Weltraum der Seele,
Rupert Sheldrakes morphische Felder und Terrence McKennas sprechende Pilze, uber Schach,
Paranoia, Bobby Fischer, Bob Dylan, LSD und, und, und, schickt der Autor unseren Geist auf eine
faszinierende Reise. Bitte einsteigen und abfahren.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy
Chevalier, 2012-10-12 This groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as
nonfictional prose texts of between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275



contributors include entries on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as
sermons, aphorisms), individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market
for essays, and particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical
development of the essay, and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical
sketch, nationality, era, selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: America in European Consciousness,
1493-1750 Karen Ordahl Kupperman, 1995 For review see: Stephen J. Homick, in The Hispanic
Historical Review (HAHR), vol. 77, no. 1 (February 1997); p. 78-80.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: The Body in Mind Mark Rowlands,
1999-11-28 In this book, Mark Rowlands challenges the Cartesian view of the mind as a
self-contained monadic entity, and offers in its place a radical externalist or environmentalist model
of cognitive processes. Cognition is not something done exclusively in the head, but fundamentally
something done in the world. Drawing on both evolutionary theory and a detailed examination of the
processes involved in perception, memory, thought and language use, Rowlands argues that
cognition is, in part, a process whereby creatures manipulate and exploit relevant objects in their
environment. It is not simply an internal process of information processing; equally significantly, it is
an external process of information processing. This innovative book provides a foundation for an
unorthodox but increasingly popular view of the nature of cognition.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: There's Something About Mary Peter
Ludlow, Yujin Nagasawa, Daniel Stoljar, 2004-11-19 In Frank Jackson's famous thought experiment,
Mary is confined to a black-and-white room and educated through black-and-white books and
lectures on a black-and-white television. In this way, she learns everything there is to know about
the physical world. If physicalism—the doctrine that everything is physical—is true, then Mary
seems to know all there is to know. What happens, then, when she emerges from her
black-and-white room and sees the color red for the first time? Jackson's knowledge argument says
that Mary comes to know a new fact about color, and that, therefore, physicalism is false. The
knowledge argument remains one of the most controversial and important arguments in
contemporary philosophy.There's Something About Mary—the first book devoted solely to the
argument—collects the main essays in which Jackson presents (and later rejects) his argument along
with key responses by other philosophers. These responses are organized around a series of
questions: Does Mary learn anything new? Does she gain only know-how (the ability hypothesis), or
merely get acquainted with something she knew previously (the acquaintance hypothesis)? Does she
learn a genuinely new fact or an old fact in disguise? And finally, does she really know all the
physical facts before her release, or is this a misdescription? The arguments presented in this
comprehensive collection have important implications for the philosophy of mind and the study of
consciousness.

bigelow institute for consciousness studies essays: The Routledge Hispanic Studies
Companion to Colonial Latin America and the Caribbean (1492-1898) Yolanda Martinez-San Miguel,
Santa Arias, 2020-11-29 The Routledge Hispanic Studies Companion to Colonial Latin America and
the Caribbean (1492-1898) brings together an international team of scholars to explore new
interdisciplinary and comparative approaches for the study of colonialism. Using four overarching
themes, the volume examines a wide array of critical issues, key texts, and figures that demonstrate
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