biggest comeback in tennis history

biggest comeback in tennis history moments are etched into the sport’s rich legacy, showcasing the
relentless spirit and mental toughness of players on the court. Tennis, known for its physical endurance and
psychological battles, has witnessed some extraordinary reversals of fortune where players have
overturned seemingly insurmountable deficits. These remarkable comebacks not only highlight skill and
determination but also the unpredictable nature of the game. This article explores some of the most
dramatic matches in tennis history, detailing the circumstances, key players, and the significance of these
comebacks. From Grand Slam finals to epic five-set marathons, the stories behind the biggest comebacks in
tennis history reveal the essence of competitive sportsmanship and resilience. The following sections will
cover legendary matches, notable players involved in historic turnarounds, and the impact of these

comebacks on tennis culture.

Historic Matches Featuring the Biggest Comebacks in Tennis History

Legendary Players Known for Remarkable Tennis Comebacks

Factors Contributing to Tennis Comebacks

Impact of the Biggest Tennis Comebacks on the Sport

Historic Matches Featuring the Biggest Comebacks in Tennis
History

Several matches stand out as prime examples of the biggest comebacks in tennis history, where players
overturned significant score deficits to claim victory. These contests are often remembered not only for

their dramatic swings in momentum but also for their display of perseverance and skill under pressure.

John McEnroe vs. Jimmy Connors — 1984 Wimbledon Final

The 1984 Wimbledon final between John McEnroe and Jimmy Connors is often cited for its intense
competition and dramatic shifts. McEnroe came back after losing the first set to dominate the rest of the
match, showcasing resilience and aggressive play that led to one of the most memorable comebacks on the

grass courts of Wimbledon.



Novak Djokovic vs. Rafael Nadal — 2012 Australian Open Final

Arguably one of the greatest matches in tennis history, the 2012 Australian Open final saw Novak Djokovic
and Rafael Nadal engaged in a grueling battle lasting nearly six hours. Djokovic overcame a two-set deficit,

demonstrating extraordinary physical and mental endurance to secure the title in a historic comeback.

Goran IvaniSevié¢’s 2001 Wimbledon Victory

Goran IvaniSevi¢’s journey to winning Wimbledon in 2001 is a classic comeback story. As a wildcard
ranked 125th, IvaniSevi¢ battled through numerous challenges and eventually triumphed in a five-set final

against Patrick Rafter, marking one of the biggest underdog comebacks in tennis history.

Legendary Players Known for Remarkable Tennis Comebacks

Throughout tennis history, certain players have become synonymous with dramatic comebacks, repeatedly
overturning deficits and defying expectations. Their ability to maintain focus and adjust tactics mid-match

has cemented their legacy as some of the sport’s most formidable competitors.

Rafael Nadal

Rafael Nadal’s career is marked by numerous comeback victories, particularly on clay courts where his
endurance and fighting spirit shine. His ability to recover from set deficits and break opponents’

momentum is a hallmark of his playing style, contributing to his reputation as a relentless competitor.

Roger Federer

Roger Federer has executed several significant comebacks, especially in Grand Slam tournaments. Known
for his graceful and strategic play, Federer’s mental toughness has allowed him to remain composed in

critical moments, turning matches around against top-ranked opponents.

Serena Williams



Serena Williams has demonstrated exceptional resilience throughout her career, frequently staging
comebacks from behind to claim victories. Her powerful game and competitive mindset make her one of
the most consistent players in executing the biggest comebacks in tennis history, particularly in high-stakes

matches.

Factors Contributing to Tennis Comebacks

The biggest comebacks in tennis history are not solely the result of skill but also several contributing factors
that influence the dynamics of a match. Understanding these elements provides insight into how players

manage to reverse seemingly hopeless situations.

Mental Toughness and Focus

Mental resilience is crucial in enabling players to stay positive and focused during adverse situations. The
ability to block out distractions and maintain confidence often distinguishes those who can mount comebacks

from those who cannot.

Physical Endurance and Conditioning

Matches featuring significant comebacks often extend over long durations, requiring exceptional physical
fitness. Players with superior conditioning can maintain high levels of performance as their opponents tire,

creating opportunities for momentum shifts.

Strategic Adaptation

Successful comebacks frequently involve tactical adjustments. Players analyze their opponents’ weaknesses
and modify their game plans mid-match, exploiting vulnerabilities and disrupting rhythm to regain

control.

Support and Environment

Factors such as crowd support, coaching, and familiar playing conditions can boost a player’s morale during

challenging phases, providing the psychological edge needed to stage a comeback.



Impact of the Biggest Tennis Comebacks on the Sport

The biggest comebacks in tennis history have left a lasting impact on the sport, influencing player

development, fan engagement, and the cultural significance of tennis worldwide.

Inspiration for Future Generations

These dramatic reversals serve as motivational examples for aspiring players, demonstrating that
perseverance and determination can overcome formidable obstacles. The stories of historic comebacks

inspire resilience and dedication throughout the tennis community.

Enhancement of Tennis’s Popularity

Memorable comeback matches captivate audiences and generate excitement, increasing viewership and fan
interest. The unpredictability and drama associated with such matches contribute to the global appeal of

tennis as a spectator sport.

Evolution of Playing Styles and Training

The analysis of comeback matches has informed coaching strategies and player preparation. Emphasizing
mental toughness, endurance training, and tactical versatility has become integral to modern tennis

development programs.

Creation of Iconic Moments and Legacies

Biggest comebacks in tennis history have become defining moments in the careers of players, adding to
their legacies and the sport’s rich narrative. These matches are celebrated in tennis history and contribute

to the enduring allure of the game.

¢ Historic matches demonstrate the drama and resilience synonymous with tennis.

o Legendary players have built reputations through repeated comebacks.



e Mental, physical, and strategic factors are key to staging comebacks.

¢ Comebacks have a profound influence on tennis culture and future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is considered the biggest comeback in tennis history?

One of the biggest comebacks in tennis history is the 2005 Australian Open semifinal where Marat Safin

came back from two sets down to defeat Roger Federer.

Which tennis player is famous for the biggest comeback in a Grand Slam
final?

Andre Agassi is famous for one of the biggest comebacks in a Grand Slam final when he came back from

two sets down to win the 1999 French Open final against Andrei Medvedev.

What was the most remarkable comeback in a Wimbledon final?

The 2004 Wimbledon final is notable, where Roger Federer came back from a set down to defeat Andy

Roddick, marking a significant comeback in a major final.

Has there been a comeback from two sets down in a Grand Slam final?

Yes, there have been several comebacks from two sets down in Grand Slam finals, including the famous

1984 French Open final where Ivan Lendl defeated John McEnroe after being down two sets.

What is the biggest comeback in tennis history in terms of games won

after being down?

One of the biggest comebacks in terms of games won after being down occurred when Novak Djokovic
saved two match points in the 2019 Wimbledon final against Roger Federer and eventually won the

match.

Additional Resources

1. From Defeat to Glory: The Greatest Tennis Comebacks

This book chronicles some of the most astonishing comebacks in tennis history, highlighting the grit and



determination of players who refused to give up. Featuring detailed match analyses and behind-the-scenes
stories, it provides readers with an inspiring look at the highs and lows of professional tennis. Fans will

appreciate the vivid retelling of dramatic matches that defied expectations.

2. The Final Set: Legendary Tennis Comebacks That Shook the Sport

Delving into iconic moments where players turned the tide in seemingly hopeless situations, this book
offers an in-depth exploration of mental toughness and resilience. It profiles legendary athletes and their
mindset during critical points, showcasing how they overcame adversity on the court. The narrative is

enriched by interviews and expert commentary.

3. Unbreakable: The Stories of Tennis’ Biggest Comebacks

"Unbreakable" captures the spirit of perseverance through powerful stories of tennis stars who staged
unforgettable comebacks. From Grand Slam finals to underdog victories, each chapter reveals the emotional
and physical challenges faced by these athletes. Readers gain insight into the strategies and training that

fueled their resurgence.

4. Turning Point: When Tennis Legends Rewrote History

This book focuses on pivotal matches that defined players' careers and changed the course of tennis history.
It delves into the moments where players clawed their way back from defeat to claim victory,
emphasizing the significance of mental strength. The book is an inspiring tribute to determination and

passion in sport.

5. Against All Odds: Tennis Comebacks That Defied the Impossible
Detailing some of the most improbable victories in tennis, this book explores how players overcame injury,
fatigue, and overwhelming odds to win. It combines thrilling match recaps with personal stories of struggle

and triumph. Readers will find motivation in the relentless spirit showcased throughout these tales.

6. Match Point Miracles: The Art of the Tennis Comeback
This book examines the tactical and psychological elements that contribute to successful comebacks in
tennis. Through expert analysis and player interviews, it reveals how athletes manage pressure and seize

critical moments. The engaging narrative makes it a must-read for aspiring players and enthusiasts alike.

7. Rallying Back: Iconic Tennis Comebacks That Stunned the World
"Rallying Back" presents a collection of dramatic matches where players staged breathtaking turnarounds
against formidable opponents. The book highlights the emotional rollercoaster of competition and the

unwavering will to win. It offers readers a front-row seat to some of tennis’ most memorable battles.

8. Chasing Victory: The Greatest Comebacks in Tennis History

This title explores the relentless pursuit of victory by tennis legends who faced near-certain defeat.
Through vivid storytelling and detailed accounts, it celebrates the resilience and tenacity required to
change the course of a match. The book also examines how these comebacks inspired fans and future

generations.



9. The Comeback Champions: Tennis’ Most Unforgettable Turnarounds

Focusing on champions who made remarkable returns from the brink of loss, this book captures the drama
and excitement of tennis at its finest. It profiles both well-known stars and lesser-known heroes whose
determination led to historic wins. The narrative serves as a testament to the enduring human spirit in

sports.
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biggest comeback in tennis history: Game, Set and Match Mark Hodgkinson, 2015-05-21
What better way to improve your tennis - and to gain a new appreciation for the sport - than by
discovering the secrets of the world's greatest players and coaches? Game, Set and Match: Secret
Weapons of the World's Top Tennis Players is an unprecedented collection of tips from the sport's
superstars, including Maria Sharapova, Andy Murray, Grigor Dimitrov, Eugenie Bouchard, Kei
Nishikori, Pete Sampras, Steffi Graf, Boris Becker, Stefan Edberg, Milos Raonic, Caroline Wozniacki,
Stan Wawrinka, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, Bob and Mike Bryan, Martina Navratilova, Gael Monfils, Petra
Kvitova, Ana Ivanovic and Marin Cilic. There is also advice from Roger Federer's mother, Lynette on
tennis parenting and tips from Rafa Nadal's uncle and coach, Toni, as well as other leading coaches
such as Patrick Mouratoglou, Nick Bollettieri, Paul Annacone, Marian Vajda, Judy Murray, Darren
Cahill, Roger Rasheed and Robert Lansdorp, and from fitness experts such as Andre Agassi's former
trainer, Gil Reyes. Reading this book is to feel as though you are receiving personal tuition from the
tennis elite, including those who have won Grand Slam titles and held the world number one
ranking.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Historical Dictionary of Tennis John Grasso,
2011-08-22 The sport of tennis has been played in one form or another for more than 800 years. It
can trace its roots to games played by monks in the 12th century. Through the years the game has
evolved from one in which the ball was struck with the hands to the modern game in which rackets
are used to propel the ball in excess of 150 miles per hour. From the sport of the elite to the sport
played by elite athletes, tennis has grown immensely in the past 135 years and it remains one of the
few sporting pastimes that is played extensively by people of all ages and all nationalities. The
Historical Dictionary of Tennis presents a comprehensive history of the game through a chronology,
an introductory essay, a bibliography, photos, and over 500 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
places, teams, terminology, and people, including Arthur Ashe, Bjorn Borg, Don Budge, Chris Evert,
Roger Federer, Billie Jean King, Rod Laver, Suzanne Lenglen, John McEnroe, Rafael Nadal, Martina
Navratilova, and Bill Tilden. Appendixes of the members of the International Tennis Hall of Fame,
the Major Championships of Tennis, and the Olympic games are included. This book is an excellent
access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about tennis.

biggest comeback in tennis history: The 20 Greatest Moments in New York Sports
History Todd Ehrlich, Gary Myers, 2023-09-19 Can you guess the most memorable sports moments
to happen in the Big Apple? Collected together for the first time, The 20 Greatest Moments in New
York Sports History chronicles the most memorable sporting events to be held in New York, ranking
them based on importance and effect on the sport (and city). Broken down into four parts, each
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event will include the storyline that led up to the moment, original materials from the media
coverage of the event, a column from a local journalist to lend perspective, and finally first-person
accounts from the men and women that made these moments happen. Veteran journalists Todd
Ehrlich and Gary Myers dive deep into each of these moments, sharing why they are so special and
the reason we still talk about them today. Including original interviews and information previously
unreleased, The 20 Greatest Moments in New York Sports History is not only for the New York
sports fan, but anyone who appreciates the amazing effect that baseball, basketball, football, hockey,
tennis, golf, boxing, and numerous other sports can have on our cities and country as a whole.
So...which event will be at the top? Roger Maris breaking The Babe's Home Run record? Willis Reed
hobbling onto the count before game seven against the Lakers in the 1970 NBA Finals? David
Tyree's Helmet Catch in Super Bowl XLII? Mark Messier's guarantee before the 1994 Stanley Cup?
Tiger Woods dominating on Bethpage's Black Course to win the 2002 US Open? Or perhaps the bout
at Madison Square Garden between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier? There's only one way to find
out!

biggest comeback in tennis history: The 1990s Richard Alan Schwartz, 2006 Traces the
history of the United States during the 1990s through such primary sources as memoirs, letters,
contemporary journalism, and official documents.

biggest comeback in tennis history: The Art of Tennis Dominc J. Stevenson, 2022-05-01
Opening with Wimbledon 2019, The Art of Tennis covers the excitement of the sport up to the
profound silence of the Covid-19 pandemic—when no tennis was played for a year—through
Wimbledon 2021. As play began to resume, there were many questions surrounding its return, and
the author examines these and how the sport of tennis fights to prevail as the virus continues to
redefine modern life. The book follows the latest comebacks from Roger Federer, Serena Williams,
and Andy Murray and looks at how Daniil Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, and Alexander Zverev
reached their first major finals. In the women's game, Barbora Krej¢ikova, Bianca Andreescu, and
Sofia Kenin make big stage breakthroughs, and Naomi Osaka continues to rule on hard courts. In
late 2020, the calendar looked different. The tours adapted as best they could, and some remarkable
tennis took place in empty arenas. 2021 saw tournaments finding a way to coincide with the virus
that is reshaping daily life. With thoughtful observations, author Dominic Stevenson comments on
the many aspects of professional tennis, both on and off the courts, providing his own unique
perspective on this beautiful sport.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Tennis Confidential II Paul Fein, 2009-04-30 The book
is in three sections, the first of which comprises a set of essays looking at controversial issues facing
those who administer the world game of tennis in the 21st century. Topics covered include on-court
coaching, Hawk-Eye, the ATP doubles reforms, and whether the interests of TV run counter to the
long-term interests of the sport.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Tennis For Dummies Patrick McEnroe, Jon Levey,
2025-03-25 Learn the basics of tennis so you can hit the courts, improve your game, and follow the
pros This updated edition of Tennis For Dummies takes you into the world of tennis today. You'll
learn the history of the game, the rules, the latest gear, the hottest strategies, and everything else
you need to know to get into this popular racquet sport. This easy-to-understand guide shows you
what it takes to improve each time you step on the court, and puts you in the middle of the pro
tennis action so you can enjoy the matches everyone is talking about. You'll learn to equip yourself
with the right apparel, racquet, and accessories, so you're ready to play. Get tips for perfecting your
strokes and shaping up with physical conditioning, plus dealing with common tennis injuries. You'll
also explore the finer points of tennis etiquette, both on the court and as a spectator. Discover how
the game of tennis is played, with helpful illustrations and court diagrams Master the mental game
so you can get the most out of yourself each and every time you pick up a racquet Understand the
rules of tennis, the varieties of the game, and the scoring system Learn about the most prominent
players, matches, and tournaments This is a great Dummies guide for readers who want to learn the
basics of tennis, so they can go out and play, or enjoy watching tournaments in person or on



television. Beginners who need a general introduction and current players who want to take their
game to the next level will love the quick-and-easy tips inside.

biggest comeback in tennis history: No Way! Spectacular Sports Stories 6-Pack Monika
Davies, 2017-01-27 Learn about legendary winning streaks, inconceivable comebacks, and games
that stretched over days with this high-interest nonfiction reader! This text build critical literacy
skills while students are engaged in reading about spectacular sports moments from history.
Featuring TIME content, this purposefully leveled text was developed by Timothy Rasinski, a leading
expert in reading research. The intriguing sidebars feature fun facts that challenge students to think
more deeply about the topics and develop higher-order thinking. Informational text features include
a table of contents, captions, bold font, an extensive glossary, and a detailed index to deepen
understanding and build academic vocabulary. The Try It! culminating activity requires students to
connect back to the text, and the Reader's Guide provides opportunities for additional
language-development activities. Aligned with McREL, WIDA/TESOL, and state standards, this text
readies students for college and career. This 6-Pack includes six copies of this title and a lesson plan.

biggest comeback in tennis history: An Illustrated History of Australian Tennis Richard
Smallpeice Whitington, 1975

biggest comeback in tennis history: No Way! Spectacular Sports Stories Monika Davies,
2017-01-27 Sports fans: dive in! Join us as we celebrate some spectacular sports moments in history.
There will be surprising statistics and times when you will be amazed at these numbers - and the
stories behind them! Developed by Timothy Rasinski and featuring TIME content, this nonfiction
book includes essential text features like an index, captions, glossary, and table of contents. The
intriguing sidebars, fascinating images, and detailed Reader's Guide prompt students to connect
back to the text. The Think Link and Dig Deeper sections develop students' higher-order thinking
skills. The Check It Out! section includes suggested books, videos, and websites for further reading.
Aligned with state standards, this title features complex and rigorous content appropriate for
students preparing for college and career readiness.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Roger Federer: The Greatest Chris Bowers, 2011-05-02
Roger Federer is a legend not only in the world of tennis but also in the wider sporting arena. With a
record-breaking tally of 16 Grand Slam titles to his name, he shows no sign of slowing down and in
2010 added another Australian Open win to his collection, as well as taking the trophy in the
end-of-season ATP World Wide Tour Finals in London. This authoritative and affectionate biography
traces the rise of Federer, from his first tentative strokes with a tennis racket to how he dealt with
being sent away to a training academy where he struggled to communicate in a French-speaking
part of Switzerland; and how he handled the sudden death of his first real coach and mentor. It looks
at his development as a sportsman and how he has matured into a family man with his marriage to
Mirka Vavrinec and the birth of their twin girls. It also examines how Roger bounced back from
arguably one of the most challenging periods of his career as, following a serious illness and a dip in
form, his run of successive Wimbledon championship wins was ended and he was toppled from the
number one spot by his long-time rival Rafael Nadal. In characteristic style, Federer silenced his
critics by winning the French Open title for the first time, reclaiming his Wimbledon crown and
ending 2009 at the number one position for the fifth time.

biggest comeback in tennis history: On Wisconsin! Don Kopriva, Jim Mott, 2000-08 These
unique and easy-to-read vignettes about Badger lore include the football exploits of Pat O'Dea and
Alan The Horse Ameche; the basketball heroics of Wisconsin's 1941 national championship team;
and the thrills generated by Badger greats Suzy Favor, Pat Richter, Michael Finley, Mark Johnson,
Scott Lamphear, and many more. Includes a complete listing of Wisconsin s nearly 10,000 letter
winners and a detailed history of coaches and administrators behind the scenes.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Tennis Confidential Paul Fein, 2003 In this outstanding
collection of essays and interviews, Paul Fein takes the reader into the world of the pro tennis tour
with inside scoops about the game’s greatest stars, past and present. Tennis Confidential includes
interviews with such all-time greats as Pete Sampras, John McEnroe, Arthur Ashe, and Jimmy




Connors along with essays about the careers of other stars like Andre Agassi, the Williams sisters,
Jennifer Capriati, and Anna Kournikova. Fein also reviews the careers of pioneering players like
Martina Navratilova, Bjorn Borg, and Rod Laver. Tennis Confidential tackles the issues that confront
the sport today, from the media’s fascination with teenage players on the women'’s tour to the
changes in the game caused by new racket designs and tactical innovations. Fein also reviews the
ten greatest matches in tennis history. He gives fans at every level a unique perspective on the game
and its history.

biggest comeback in tennis history: The Best Place to Work Ron Friedman, 2015-12 A
captivating look at how companies can foster office culture that fuels creativity, productivity, and a
sense of belonging and community among employees. A must-read for the future of work. Ron
Friedman examines how to unleash creativity, boost motivation, and offer rewards and recognition
that bring people together rather than driving them apart.” ~-Adam Grant, bestselling author of Think
Again Why do successful companies reward failure? What can casinos teach us about building a
happy workplace? How do you design an office that enhances both attention to detail and creativity?
In The Best Place to Work, award-winning psychologist Ron Friedman, Ph.D. uses the latest research
from the fields of motivation, creativity, behavioral economics, neuroscience, and management to
reveal what really makes us successful at work. Combining powerful stories with cutting edge
findings, Friedman shows leaders at every level how they can use scientifically-proven techniques to
promote smarter thinking, greater innovation, and stronger performance. Among the many
surprising insights, Friedman explains how learning to think like a hostage negotiator can help you
diffuse a workplace argument, why placing a fish bowl near your desk can elevate your thinking, and
how incorporating strategic distractions into your schedule can help you reach smarter decisions.
Along the way, the book introduces the inventor who created the cubicle, the president who brought
down the world’s most dangerous criminal, and the teenager who single-handedly transformed
professional tennis—vivid stories that offer unexpected revelations on achieving workplace
excellence. Brimming with counterintuitive insights and actionable recommendations, The Best
Place to Work offers employees and executives alike game-changing advice for working smarter and
turning any organization—regardless of its size, budgets, or ambitions—into an extraordinary
workplace.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Time Briton Hadden, Henry R. Luce, 1955

biggest comeback in tennis history: Routledge Handbook of Tennis Robert Lake, 2019-02-05
Tennis is one of the world’s most popular sports, as levels of participation and spectatorship
demonstrate. Moreover, tennis has always been one of the world’s most significant sports,
expressing crucial fractures of social class, gender, sexuality, race and ethnicity - both on and off
court. This is the first book to undertake a survey of the historical and socio-cultural sweep of tennis,
exploring key themes from governance, development and social inclusion to national identity and the
role of the media. It is presented in three parts: historical developments; culture and
representations; and politics and social issues, and features contributions by leading tennis scholars
from North America, Europe, Asia and Australia. The most authoritative book published to date on
the history, culture and politics of tennis, this is an essential reference for any course or program
examining the history, sociology, politics or culture of sport.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Their Greatest Victory David L. Porter, 2013-07-30 This
book profiles 24 athletes who overcame seemingly insurmountable medical odds to attain athletic
success. Each profile describes the athlete's problem, the medical issues he or she faced, how
success was achieved despite the setback, and the personal qualities that helped the athlete to
prevail. Part I features 15 athletes who dealt with diseases and physical disabilities, including Babe
Didrikson Zaharias (cancer), Ron Santo (diabetes), Gail Devers (Graves' disease), Alonzo Mourning
(kidney disease), Wilma Rudolph (polio), Scott Hamilton (a pancreatic disorder in childhood) and
Jimmy Abbott (born with one hand). Part II highlights nine athletes who dealt with near-fatal or
life-changing accidents and injuries, including Bill Toomey, Three-Finger Brown, Greg LeMond, Lou
Brissie and Tommy John.



biggest comeback in tennis history: Serving Herself Ashley Brown, 2023 Serving Herself is a
comprehensive biography of Althea Gibson, one of the most important figures in African American
women's sports history and one of the preeminent athletes of the twentieth century. Offering a
portrait of the life and career of a complicated and unconventional figure, this book shows how
Gibson reaped rewards as well as remonstrances for her extraordinary sports achievements and
life-long defiance of social norms.

biggest comeback in tennis history: Althea Sally H. Jacobs, 2023-08-15 WASHINGTON POST
BEST NONFICTION OF 2023 KIRKUS REVIEWS' BEST BIOGRAPHIES OF 2023 SHORLISTED FOR
THE 2023 WILLIAM HILL SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR “A captivating book that brilliantly reveals
an American sports legend long overlooked. Sally Jacobs tells the riveting story of Althea Gibson, my
personal shero, who overcame daunting odds - on the tennis court and off - to stand at the world
pinnacle of her sport and became an inspiration to many.” — Billie Jean King In 1950, three years
after Jackie Robinson first walked onto the diamond at Ebbets Field, the all-white, upper-crust US
Lawn Tennis Association opened its door just a crack to receive a powerhouse player who would
integrate the game of royalty. The player was a street-savvy young Black woman from Harlem
named Althea Gibson who was about as out-of-place in that rarefied and intolerant world as any
aspiring tennis champion could be. Her tattered jeans and short-cropped hair drew stares from
everyone who watched her play, but her astonishing performance on the court soon eclipsed the
negative feelings being cast her way as she eventually became one of the greatest American tennis
champions. Gibson had a stunning career. Raised in New York and trained by a pair of tennis-playing
doctors in the South, Gibson’s immense talent on the court opened the door for her to compete
around the world. She won top prizes at Wimbledon and Forest Hills time and time again. The young
woman underestimated by so many wound up shaking hands with Queen Elizabeth II, being driven
up Broadway in a snowstorm of ticker tape, and ultimately became the first Black woman to appear
on the cover of Sports Illustrated and the second to appear on the cover of Time. In a crowning
achievement, Althea Gibson became the No. One ranked female tennis player in the world for both
1957 and 1958. Seven years later she broke the color barrier again where she became the first Black
woman to join the Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA). In Althea, prize-winning former
Boston Globe reporter Sally H. Jacobs tells the heart-rending story of this pioneer, a remarkable
woman who was a trailblazer, a champion, and one of the most remarkable Americans of the
twentieth century.

biggest comeback in tennis history: In His Court Betsy Nagelsen McCormack, Betsy
McCormack, 2002 This book contains historical, dramatic, interesting, funny, and poignant stories
from tennis' gloried past and recent history with added spiritual lessons that the reader will take to
heart. An individualistic sport, tennis has attracted players of unique character throughout the
years, and you'll meet them in In His Court. Some players inside include: Andre Agassi Monica Selles
Michael Chang Arthur Ashe Stefi Graf John McEnroe Pete Sampras Tennis is one of the only sports
that is played without a clock, so for a tennis player, it's never too late to come back. In the same
way, it's never too late for someone to give his or her heart to Christ.
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