
biggest collapse in mlb history

biggest collapse in mlb history refers to some of the most dramatic and
unforgettable moments in Major League Baseball where teams lost commanding
leads or failed to secure playoff spots despite strong starts. These
collapses often involve heartbreaking losses, missed postseason
opportunities, and significant shifts in team fortunes. Throughout MLB
history, several teams have experienced such collapses, with reasons ranging
from injuries and poor management decisions to unexpected slumps in
performance. Understanding these collapses provides insight into the
unpredictability of baseball and the pressure teams face during critical
stretches of the season. This article explores the biggest collapses in MLB
history, the key factors behind these downturns, and their lasting impact on
teams and fans alike. The following sections will cover some of the most
notorious collapses, analyze contributing factors, and highlight lessons
learned from these historic failures.
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Lessons Learned from MLB’s Biggest Collapses

Notable Biggest Collapses in MLB History
The history of Major League Baseball is dotted with teams that squandered
significant leads or playoff chances, resulting in some of the biggest
collapses in MLB history. These collapses often stand out due to the
magnitude of the lead lost or the dramatic nature of the failure. Several
teams are frequently cited when discussing these infamous meltdowns.

Boston Red Sox 2011
One of the most famous collapses occurred during the 2011 season when the
Boston Red Sox held a substantial lead in the American League Wild Card race.
Despite being 9 games ahead of the Tampa Bay Rays in late August, the Red Sox
went on a disastrous 17-31 stretch in September. This slump allowed the Rays
to catch up and ultimately force a one-game Wild Card playoff, which Boston
lost. This collapse is often remembered for its suddenness and the high
expectations placed on the talented Red Sox roster.



Chicago Cubs 2003
The Chicago Cubs experienced a crushing collapse in 2003 after holding a 5.5-
game lead in the National League Central division with just over a month
remaining in the season. The team lost 8 of its final 14 games, allowing the
Houston Astros to overtake them and clinch the division title. The Cubs then
suffered the infamous Game 6 loss in the NLCS, which has become a symbol of
frustration for their fans. This collapse remains one of the most painful in
MLB lore due to the Cubs’ long championship drought at the time.

Houston Astros 2018
While the Houston Astros captured the World Series title in 2017, their 2018
season featured a notable collapse in the playoff chase. The Astros led the
AL West comfortably but stumbled down the stretch, losing key games and
nearly missing the playoffs. Although they eventually secured a Wild Card
spot, their late-season struggles contrasted sharply with their previous
year’s dominance, highlighting the volatility teams can face even after
championship success.

New York Mets 2007
The New York Mets are infamous for their 2007 collapse when they held a 7-
game division lead with 17 games left in the season. A devastating 12-game
losing streak followed, causing them to lose the National League East title
to the Philadelphia Phillies. This collapse shocked fans and analysts alike,
as the Mets appeared poised to make the playoffs before the sudden downturn.

Factors Contributing to Major MLB Collapses
Understanding the causes behind the biggest collapse in MLB history involves
examining a combination of internal and external factors. Teams often face
multifaceted challenges that contribute to their downfall during critical
periods of the season.

Injuries to Key Players
One of the primary contributors to significant team collapses is the loss of
key players due to injury. When star pitchers or hitters are sidelined, a
team’s performance can deteriorate rapidly, especially if the roster lacks
depth. Injuries disrupt team chemistry and force managers to rely on less
experienced players in high-pressure situations.



Poor Pitching Performance
Pitching is critical to maintaining leads and winning close games. Many MLB
collapses have coincided with a sudden drop in starting or bullpen
effectiveness. Overworked relief pitchers, ineffective starters, or failure
to adjust to opposing hitters can all lead to losing streaks that cost teams
dearly.

Psychological Pressure and Momentum Shifts
Baseball is as much a mental game as a physical one. As losses mount, player
confidence can erode, leading to increased errors and poor decision-making.
Momentum swings can quickly turn a winning streak into a losing skid,
particularly in the high-stakes environment of late-season play.

Management and Coaching Decisions
Strategic errors by managers, such as poor pitching changes, ineffective
lineup adjustments, or failure to address team weaknesses, can exacerbate a
collapse. Leadership plays a vital role in maintaining focus and composure,
and missteps at this level often contribute to a team's downfall.

Strength of Opponents
Sometimes collapses occur because rival teams gain momentum and perform
exceptionally well in the final stretch. A surging opponent can overtake a
faltering team, turning a comfortable lead into a lost playoff berth or
division title.

Impact of Collapses on Teams and Players
The biggest collapse in MLB history often has far-reaching consequences
beyond just the immediate loss of games. These collapses can affect team
dynamics, player careers, and organizational futures.

Franchise Reputation and Fan Morale
A high-profile collapse can damage a franchise's reputation, leading to fan
frustration and decreased attendance. Long-suffering fan bases may become
disillusioned, impacting revenue and the overall atmosphere surrounding the
team.



Player Confidence and Career Trajectories
Players involved in collapses may experience diminished confidence, which can
affect their performance in subsequent seasons. In some cases, athletes face
increased scrutiny and criticism, potentially leading to trades or changes in
roles within the team.

Organizational Changes
Following a collapse, teams often undertake major organizational changes,
including firing managers, front office restructuring, or altering player
development strategies. These changes aim to prevent future failures and
rebuild competitive rosters.

Memorable Games Defining MLB Collapses
Certain games have become emblematic of the biggest collapse in MLB history
due to their dramatic outcomes and pivotal timing in the season. These
contests often highlight the turning points that shifted momentum away from a
once-dominant team.

2003 NLCS Game 6 – Chicago Cubs vs. Florida Marlins
Game 6 of the 2003 National League Championship Series is remembered for the
Cubs’ heartbreaking loss after leading late in the game. The infamous "Steve
Bartman incident" and subsequent errors led to a Marlins comeback, sealing
the Cubs' collapse that season.

2011 AL Wild Card Deciding Game – Boston Red Sox vs.
Tampa Bay Rays
This one-game playoff encapsulated the Red Sox’s September collapse, as they
lost a critical game after blowing a large lead in the Wild Card race. The
defeat marked the end of Boston’s season and underscored the consequences of
their late-season struggles.

2007 Mets vs. Phillies Late-Season Matchups
The Mets’ dramatic losing streak included several crucial games against the
Phillies, who capitalized to overtake New York in the division standings.
These games are often cited as the turning points in the Mets’ collapse.



Lessons Learned from MLB’s Biggest Collapses
The biggest collapse in MLB history offers valuable lessons for teams,
players, and management about maintaining consistency, managing pressure, and
building resilient rosters.

Importance of Depth: Teams must build strong benches and pitching staffs
to withstand injuries and slumps.

Effective Leadership: Strong managerial decisions and leadership help
maintain focus during challenging periods.

Mental Toughness: Cultivating resilience and confidence is crucial for
overcoming adversity late in the season.

Adaptability: Teams should adjust strategies and lineups in response to
performance trends and opponent tactics.

Momentum Management: Recognizing and responding to shifts in momentum
can prevent prolonged losing streaks.

By analyzing the biggest collapses in MLB history, franchises can better
prepare to avoid similar pitfalls and strive for sustained success in the
highly competitive world of baseball.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest collapse in MLB
history?
The 2007 New York Mets are often cited for the biggest collapse in MLB
history, blowing a seven-game lead with 17 games remaining and missing the
playoffs.

Which MLB team had the largest blown lead to miss
the playoffs?
The 2007 New York Mets had the largest blown lead, losing a seven-game lead
in the NL East with only 17 games left in the season.

What happened during the 2007 Mets collapse?
The 2007 Mets lost 12 of their final 17 games, allowing the Philadelphia
Phillies to overtake them and win the NL East division.



Are there other notable MLB collapses besides the
2007 Mets?
Yes, other notable collapses include the 1964 Philadelphia Phillies, who lost
a 6.5-game lead with 12 games left, and the 2011 Boston Red Sox, who blew a
9-game lead in September.

How did the 1964 Phillies collapse compare to the
2007 Mets collapse?
The 1964 Phillies lost a 6.5-game lead with 12 games remaining, a rapid and
painful collapse, whereas the 2007 Mets lost a 7-game lead with 17 games
left. Both are considered among the worst in MLB history.

What factors contributed to the Mets' collapse in
2007?
Injuries, poor pitching performances, and pressure led to the Mets' dramatic
late-season slide in 2007, culminating in one of the biggest collapses in MLB
history.

Has any team recovered quickly after such a major
collapse?
Some teams have rebounded in subsequent seasons; for example, the 2007 Mets
made the playoffs again in 2008, showing resilience after their historic
collapse.

How do MLB analysts define a 'collapse'?
In MLB, a 'collapse' typically refers to a team losing a substantial lead
late in the season, resulting in missing the playoffs or losing a division
title they were expected to win.

Additional Resources
1. The 2007 Boston Red Sox: From Champions to Collapse
This book explores the dramatic downfall of the 2007 Boston Red Sox, a team
that entered the season with high hopes after their 2004 and 2007 World
Series appearances but suffered a shocking collapse. It delves into the key
moments, player performances, and managerial decisions that led to their
unexpected failure. The author provides an in-depth analysis of the
psychological and physical factors behind the team's unraveling.

2. The Collapse of the 1969 New York Mets: A Season to Forget
Chronicling the New York Mets' 1969 season, this title focuses on the biggest
collapse in franchise history. Despite a strong start, the Mets faced a



series of setbacks that dashed their playoff hopes. The book offers a
detailed look at the pivotal games and strategic errors that contributed to
their downfall, along with insights from former players and coaches.

3. September Meltdown: The 2011 Boston Red Sox Implosion
This book examines the infamous September collapse of the 2011 Boston Red
Sox, when the team squandered a significant lead in the American League Wild
Card race. It highlights the key injuries, bullpen failures, and off-field
distractions that culminated in one of the most painful collapses in MLB
history. The narrative captures the emotional toll on players and fans alike.

4. The 2007 New York Mets: A Season of Promise and Disaster
Detailing the 2007 New York Mets' dramatic fall from grace, this book
analyzes how a team poised for postseason success fell apart in the final
stretch. It investigates the internal conflicts, injuries, and critical game
losses that led to the collapse. The author also discusses the broader impact
on the franchise's future direction.

5. Blown Leads and Broken Dreams: The 2015 Toronto Blue Jays Collapse
This book covers the Toronto Blue Jays' unexpected collapse in the 2015
season after a strong start and playoff appearance. It explores the factors
behind the team's inability to maintain momentum, including pitching
struggles and offensive inconsistencies. Personal stories from players add
depth to the narrative of this major disappointment.

6. The 1995 Cleveland Indians: A Fall from Glory
Focusing on the 1995 Cleveland Indians, this book recounts how a team that
dominated much of the season ultimately faltered in the postseason. It
provides a comprehensive review of the critical games and turning points that
led to their collapse. The book also reflects on the lessons learned by the
team and its fans.

7. Miracle to Misery: The 2003 Chicago Cubs Collapse
This title delves into the heartbreaking collapse of the 2003 Chicago Cubs,
who were on the cusp of breaking a century-old curse. The book details the
infamous events of the playoff series and the factors contributing to the
team’s failure. It offers a poignant look at the emotional highs and crushing
lows experienced by the players and fans.

8. The Fall of the 2017 Los Angeles Dodgers: A Surprising Downfall
This book analyzes the unexpected collapse of the 2017 Los Angeles Dodgers
during the postseason, despite a dominant regular season performance. It
examines the tactical errors, player injuries, and pressure that led to their
untimely exit. The narrative sheds light on the challenges of sustaining
success in MLB.

9. Chasing Shadows: The 2018 Washington Nationals’ Late-Season Collapse
This book chronicles the Washington Nationals’ late-season struggles in 2018,
which saw them lose a commanding division lead. It explores the causes of the
collapse, including bullpen issues and offensive droughts. Interviews with
players and coaches provide an inside perspective on the team’s unraveling



and subsequent rebuilding efforts.
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  biggest collapse in mlb history: The Greatest Teams Never Tony Del Prete, 2021-11-02 The
Greatest Teams Never: Sports Memories of Near Misses, Total Messes, and Not-so-magical Moments
chronicles the despair and disappointment of 40 remarkable teams that are remembered more for
what they didn’t accomplish than their successes. The book revisits some of the most memorable and
unbelievable events in the annals of sports, while at the same time recognizing those deemed
second-best as unofficially great, even if history may never remember them that way. Each chapter
comprises teams with similar notoriety and highlights a particular nuance of their ultimate demise.
There is the 2007 New England Patriots stunning Super Bowl loss to the NY Giants headlining You
Can't Win em All. Among other oddities in sports, the chapter Better Lucky than Good examines the
Immaculate Reception and divergent outcomes for the Pittsburgh Steelers and Oakland Raiders
after their historic playoff game. Once long-suffering Red Sox and Cubs fans will appreciate the
chapter, Wait til Near. Even international teams such as Brazil futbol and the USSR hockey are
showcased in C'est La Vie. Using hundreds of quotes from players and coaches, statistics, and
“distant” replay the book explores both the promise and improbable ending for some truly great
teams. Hear in their own words how several Golden State Warriors blamed themselves for blowing
the 2016 NBA finals; that Mickey Mantle and other Yankees greats wouldn’t admit the 1960 world
champion Pirates were the better team; heartbroken college athletes who try to make sense of
one-loss seasons; and more. From Baby Boomers to Millennials, avid sports fans to casual observers,
there is something for anyone who follows sports, played sports, or simply roots for their hometown
team. Each chapter is filled with reasons to consider the “losers” as still great and ends with a Claim
to Fame providing some level of vindication for players and their fans. After all, everyone deserves a
second chance — even the greatest teams never.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The New York Times Index , 2008
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2015 Baseball Prospectus, 2015-02-10
The essential guide to the 2015 baseball season is on deck now, and whether you're a fan or fantasy
player—or both—you won't be properly informed without it. Baseball Prospectus 2015 brings
together an elite group of analysts to provide the definitive look at the upcoming season in critical
essays and commentary on the thirty teams, their managers, and more than sixty players and
prospects from each team. Baseball Prospectus 2015contains critical essays on each of the thirty
teams and player comments for some sixty players for each of those teams; projects each player's
stats for the coming season using the groundbreaking PECOTA projection system, which has been
called perhaps the game's most accurate projection model (Sports Illustrated). Now in its twentieth
edition, this New York Times bestselling insider's guide from Baseball Prospectus, America's leading
provider of statistical analysis for baseball, remains hands down the most authoritative and
entertaining book of its kind.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: I Love the Red Sox/I Hate the Yankees Jon Chattman, Allie
Tarantino, Rich Tarantino, 2012-03 Presented in a unique reversible-book format, I Love the Red
Sox/I Hate the Yankees is the ultimate Red Sox fan guide to baseball s most celebrated and storied
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rivalry. Full of interesting trivia, hilarious history, and inside scoops, the book relates the fantastic
stories of legendary Red Sox managers and star players, including Ted Williams, Jim Rice, and David
Ortiz, as well as the numerous villains who have donned the pinstripes over the years. Like two
books in one, this completely biased account of the rivalry proclaims the irrefutable reasons to cheer
the Red Sox and boo the Yankees and shows that there really is no fine line between love and hate.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball America 2007 Almanac Baseball America (Firm),
2007-01-02 Baseball America's 2007 Almanac offers a complete recap of the 2006 baseball season
from the World Series to the major, minor, college, high school, independent, and amateur leagues.
The Almanac has organization, team, and player statistics and season reviews covering all of
professional, amateur, and youth baseball. It is also the only volume to feature in-depth coverage of
the annual draft of players at all levels.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The 2006 ESPN Baseball Encyclopedia Peter Palmer, Gary
Gillette, Stuart Shea, Matthew Silverman, Greg Spira, 2006 Details statistics from United States
baseball teams and players from 1900 through the previous season, including draft information, and
provides lists of award winners and world champion teams.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2014 Baseball Prospectus, 2014-02-25
The bestselling annual baseball preview from the smartest analysts in the business Now in its 19th
edition, the Baseball Prospectus annual shows once again how it became the industry leader: The
2014 edition includes key stat categories, more controversial player predictions, and the kind of
wise, witty baseball commentary that makes this phone-book-thick tome worth reading cover to
cover. Baseball Prospectus 2014 provides fantasy players and insiders alike with prescient PECOTA
projections, which Sports Illustrated has called perhaps the game's most accurate projection model.
Still, stats are just numbers if you don't see the larger context, and Baseball Prospectus brings
together an elite team of analysts to provide the definitive look at all thirty teams—their players,
their prospects, and their managers—to explain away flukes, hot streaks, injury-tainted numbers,
and park effects. Victory, after all, could come down to choosing between the supposed sleeper and
the overrated prospects who won't be able to fool people in the Show like they have down on the
farm. Nearly every major-league team has sought the advice of current or former Prospectus
writers, and readers of Baseball Prospectus 2014 will understand what all those fans have been
raving about. If you're a baseball fan and you don't know what BP is, you're working in a mine
without one of those helmets with the lights on it.—Keith Olbermann The first time I saw the
PECOTA projections, I realized that someone out there understood. —Jeff Luhnow, General
Manager, Houston Astros For me, every year baseball begins with the big, brilliant, beautiful book
you are holding in your hands right now.—Joe Posnanski Baseball Prospectus 2013 correctly
predicted: *Disappointing performances by Albert Pujols, Dan Haren, Michael Bourn, Justin Upton,
and Tommy Hanson. *Breakouts by Paul Goldschmidt, Freddie Freeman, Kyle Seager, Matt Moore,
Shelby Miller, and Jason Kipnis, as well as bounceback seasons from Jayson Werth and Shin-Soo
Choo. *That Max Scherzer would be a Cy Young contender and Michael Wacha ace-in-waiting for the
Cardinals. *That Wil Myers would be a middle-of-the-order bat for Tampa Bay and Josh Donaldson
would finally win the Rich Harden trade for the A's. *That CC Sabathia's velocity drop could be a
problem, but Felix Hernandez's would not be. *That Joaquin Benoit, Kenley Jansen, and Koji Uehara
were better bullpen bets than pre-season closer picks Bruce Rondon, Brandon League, and Joel
Hanrahan.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: American History through American Sports Bob Batchelor,
Danielle Sarver Coombs, 2012-12-18 Filled with insightful analysis and compelling arguments, this
book considers the influence of sports on popular culture and spotlights the fascinating ways in
which sports culture and American culture intersect. This collection blends historical and popular
culture perspectives in its analysis of the development of sports and sports figures throughout
American history. American History through American Sports: From Colonial Lacrosse to Extreme
Sports is unique in that it focuses on how each sport has transformed and influenced society at
large, demonstrating how sports and popular culture are intrinsically entwined and the ways they



both reflect larger societal transformations. The essays in the book are wide-ranging, covering topics
of interest for sports fans who enjoy the NFL and NASCAR as well as those who like tennis and
watching the Olympics. Many topics feature information about specific sports icons and favorite
heroes. Additionally, many of the topics' treatments prompt engagement by purposely challenging
the reader to either agree or disagree with the author's analysis.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Liftoff! Brian T. Smith, 2018-07-03 After 55 years of waiting,
Houston Astros fans were hungry for World Series glory. After three consecutive 100-loss seasons,
some tantalizing tastes of playoff success, and a devastating hurricane that united a community,
their patience was rewarded in dramatic, exuberant fashion. In Liftoff!, Houston Chronicle writer
Brian T. Smith expertly retraces the team's magical 2017 championship season as well as the moves
and moments that made it all possible—the hiring of general manager Jeff Luhnow in 2011, drafting
Carlos Correa with the first overall pick, the meteoric rise of Jose Altuve, the trade that brought ace
Justin Verlander to Houston, and more. Featuring an unforgettable cast of characters both on the
field and in the front office, this is the story of how the Astros went from empty seats to packed
stadiums and, at long last, earned history.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2011 Baseball Prospectus, 2011-02-22
Provides profiles of major league players with information on statistics for the past five seasons and
projections for the 2011 baseball season.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2010 Baseball Prospectus, 2010-02-22
Baseball Prospectus 2010 brings together an elite group of analysts to provide the definitive look at
the upcoming season in critical essays and commentary on the 30 teams, their managers, and more
than 60 players and prospects from each team.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2016 Sam Miller, Jason
Wojciechowski, Patrick Dubuque, 2016-02-09 The 2016 edition of the New York Times Bestselling
Guide Welcome to The Show! After 20 All-Star seasons, the creators of this, the 21st edition of the
industry-leading Baseball Prospectus annual, could have been content to rest on their laurels.
Instead, Baseball Prospectus 2016 contains significant improvements along with the usual key stat
categories, player predictions and insider-level commentary that readers expect from Baseball
Prospectus’ annual guide. Baseball Prospectus 2016 once again provides fantasy players and
insiders alike with prescient PECOTA projections, which Sports Illustrated has called “perhaps the
game’s most accurate projection model.” Still, stats are just numbers if you don’t see the larger
context, and Baseball Prospectus brings together an elite team of analysts to provide the definitive
look at all thirty teams—their players, their prospects and their managers—to explain away flukes,
hot streaks, injury-tainted numbers and park effects. Nearly every major-league team has sought the
advice of current or former Prospectus analysts, and readers of Baseball Prospectus 2016 will
understand what all those insiders have been raving about. In a book that sports personality Ken
Tremendous calls “The tip of the nerd spear,” the team at Baseball Prospectus is proud to bring the
following improvements to the 2016 Annual: Two full years of projections—PECOTA lines for 2016
and 2017 Historical Peak MPH added for major-league pitchers Deserved Run Average (DRA) added
for major-league pitchers cFIP added for major-league and minor-league pitchers Pitcher WARP
redesigned, utilizing DRA and cFIP for all pitchers Revised cFIP-driven PECOTA pitching projections
Catcher-specific defensive stats for all catchers Double-A and above Outfield assists and catcher
defense integrated in FRAA and WARP Ballpark schematic and wall height study for every stadium
Hit List, finance, and farm system ranking graphs for each team Every organization’s key front office
personnel and Baseball Prospectus alumni identified
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The Comic Book History of Comics , For the first time
ever, the inspiring, infuriating, and utterly insane story of comics, graphic novels, and manga is
presented in comic book form! The award-winning Action Philosophers team of Fred Van Lente and
Ryan Dunlavey turn their irreverent-but-accurate eye to the stories of Jack Kirby, R. Crumb, Harvey
Kurtzman, Alan Moore, Stan Lee, Will Eisner, Fredric Wertham, Roy Lichtenstein, Art Spiegelman,
Herge, Osamu Tezuka – and more! Collects Comic Book Comics #1-6.



  biggest collapse in mlb history: Comic Book History of Comics: Comics For All Fred Van
Lente, 2018-06-27 At last! The amazing, inspiring story of the comics medium in comics form goes
global! In this volume, Fred and Ryan tackle the origins of Japanese manga, French graphic albums,
the British Invasion of the American scene, the battle for creators' rights in the US, and how comics
have invaded cyberspace and Hollywood! Plus: the Her-Story of Comics continues, and we spotlight
other countries' funnybooks across five continents! The Comic Book History of Comics goes
wherever comics go--which is everywhere!
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus 2008 Steven Goldman, Christina Kahrl,
2008 The New York Timesbestselling guide to major league baseball returns for the 2008 season For
over a decade, Baseball Prospectushas been the ultimate guide to the game for fantasy players,
professionals, and casual fans alike. Baseball Prospectus 2008continues that tradition, bringing
together the top young baseball writers and analysts in the business to provide a definitive look at
the season to come. Featuring groundbreaking essays on the performance of each of the thirty
teams and an in-depth look at every major league player and all the top prospects, Baseball
Prospectus 2008offers the cutting-edge analysis that has inspired nearly every major league team to
seek the advice of current or former Prospectuswriters. Also included are projections of player stats
for next year, as determined by the groundbreaking PECOTA system, which Sports Illustratedhas
called “perhaps the game’s most accurate projection model.” The most authoritative and
entertaining book of its kind, Baseball Prospectus 2008is as essential to the baseball-watching
experience as hot dogs and cold beer.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The Plan David Kaplan, Anthony Rizzo, Bud Selig,
2021-04-13 With a New Afterword: THE INSIDE STORY OF WHAT WENT WRONG AFTER 2016!
David Kaplan of CSN Chicago and ESPN Radio goes behind the scenes with the Cubs and their front
office, walking the steps of their captivating rise to becoming 2016 World Series champions On
October 12, 2011, Theo Epstein became the new Chicago Cubs president of baseball operations,
flipping a switch on the lovable-loser franchise and initiating a plan to accomplish in Chicago what
he'd succeeded in as general manager of the Boston Red Sox: ending a World Series drought. It
would require a complete team tear-down and turnover, a new farm system foundation of young
talent which Epstein and Cubs GM Jed Hoyer gradually added to with gutsy trades and timely
signings. After years of rebuilding, Epstein's vision was realized in the form of one of the most
exciting and talented teams in baseball, led by heavyweights like Anthony Rizzo and Kris Bryant, as
well as visionaries like manager Joe Maddon. Then the challenge became making the success last.
Featuring exclusive interviews with Epstein, owner Tom Ricketts, and other team insiders, this is the
definitive account of modern baseball on the North Side.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The Year of the Blue Snow Mel Marmer, Bill Nowlin, Clem
Comly, James Forr, Russ Lake, Len Levin, 2013-07 Catcher Gus Triandos dubbed the Philadelphia
Phillies' 1964 season the year of the blue snowa rare thing that happens once in a great while. The
Phillies were having a spectacular season in which everything was going right. They held a 6 1/2
game lead at the conclusion of play on September 20. With just 12 games to play, they seemingly
had it made. But the Cincinnati Reds and St. Louis Cardinals never gave up, and when the Phillies
lost ten consecutive games, it became a thrilling pennant race for Cardinals and Reds fans, but a
horrific collapse for Phillies fanatics. But wait a minute. When it was seemingly too late, the Phillies
finally won a game‚Äîand the first-place Cardinals lost two games to the lowly New York Mets, so on
the last day of the season there was the distinct possibility of a three-way tie for first place. It would
have been a first in baseball history. On the final day of the season, the Phillies beat the Reds
handily, 10-0. All eyes and ears were fixed on the Mets-Cardinals game. Could the Mets knock off the
first-place Cardinals for a third straight game? The Mets carried a 3-2 lead into the bottom of the
fifth inning, but finally succumbed, 11-5. But what a season for Phillies fans. Jim Bunning had thrown
the first perfect game in the last 84 years of NL history. The hero of the 1964 All-Star Game was the
team's right fielder Johnny Callison, who brought the National League victory with the third walk-off
home run in the history of the All-Star Game. The team also boasted the electrifying NL Rookie of



the Year - the team's slugging third baseman Richie Allen (later called Dick Allen). St. Louis won the
pennant, and went on to beat the Yankees in the World Series. But in Philadelphia, the '64 campaign
left an ache that lasted for years. The 1964 Phillies not only lost the pennant but, following 1964,
they got steadily worse. This book sheds light on the facts for the reader to determine answers to
lingering questions they may still have about the Phillies team in the 1964 season‚Äîbut any book
about a team is really about the players. A collaborative effort by 37 members of the Society for
American Baseball Research (SABR), this work offers life stories of all the players and others
(managers, coaches, owners, and broadcasters) associated with this star-crossed team, as well as
essays of analysis and historical recaps. Includes: Foreword by Mel Marmer Introduction by Mel
Marmer Opening Day 1964 Dick Allen by Rich D‚ÄôAmbrosio Rub√©n Amaro by Rory Costello The
Amaro Chronicles by Rory Costello Two Gold Glove Shortstops by Rory Costello Jack Baldschun by
Chip Greene Dave Bennett by Mark Armour Dennis Bennett by Mark Armour John Boozer by Andy
Sturgill Johnny Briggs by John Saccoman Jim Bunning by Ralph Berger Johnny Callison by John Rossi
Danny Cater by Brian Englehardt Pat Corrales by James Ray Wes Covington by Andy Sturgill Ray
Culp by Mark Armour Clay Dalrymple by Rory Costello Ryne Duren by Gregory H Wolf Tony
Gonz√°lez by Jos√© Ram√≠rez and Rory Costello Dallas Green by Gregory H Wolf John Herrnstein
by Brian Englehardt Don Hoak by Jack V Morris Alex Johnson by Mark Armour Johnny Klippstein by
Gregory H Wolf Gary Kroll by Neil Poloncarz Bobby Locke by Paul Geisler Art Mahaffey by Ralph
Berger and Mel Marmer Cal McLish by Joe Wancho Adolfo Phillips by Rob Neyer Vic Power by Joe
Wancho Ed Roebuck by Paul Hirsch Cookie Rojas by Peter Gordon Bobby Shantz by Mel Marmer
Costen Shockley by Chip Greene Chris Short by Andy Sturgill Roy Sievers by Gregory H Wolf Morrie
Steevens by Len Levin Tony Taylor by Rory Costello and Jos√© Ram√≠rez Frank Thomas by Bob
Hurte Gus Triandos by Neal Poloncarz Bobby Wine by Bob Bloss Rick Wise by Bill Nowlin Gene
Mauch by John Vorperian Peanuts Lowrey by Dick Rosen George Myatt by John Green Bob Oldis by
Dan Even Al Widmar by Gregory H Wolf Bob Carpenter by James Ray John Quinn by Rory Costello
The Origins of the 1964 Phillies by Jim Sweetman How the 1964 Phillies Were Built by Mel Marmer
Shibe Park/Connie Mack Stadium by James Ray Richie Ashburn by Seamus Kearney Bill Campbell by
Curt Smith By Saam by Neal Poloncarz Jim Bunning‚Äôs Perfect Game by James Ray Johnny
Callison‚Äôs All-Star Home Run by Mel Marmer In Defense of Chico Ruiz‚Äôs ‚ÄúMad Dash‚Äù by
Rory Costello Pennant Was Stolen by Clem Comly Beyond Bunning and Short Rest: An Analysis of
Managerial Decisions That Led to the Phillies‚Äô Epic Collapse of 1964 by Bryan Soderholm-Difatte
Epilogue by Clem Comly
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Sport Richard Giulianotti, 2015-11-18 In this new edition of
his acclaimed book, Richard Giulianotti provides a critical sociological interpretation of modern
sport. As global festivals such as the Olympic Games and football’s World Cup demonstrate, sport’s
social, political, economic and cultural significance is becoming ever more apparent across the
world. Ten years after its original publication, the text has been completely revised and updated to
cover the most recent literature and to tackle the key contemporary issues of sport and society.
Chapter by chapter, Giulianotti offers a cogent examination of widely taught sociological theories
and topics that relate to sport, skilfully weaving together theory and examples. These include
functionalism, Weberian sociology, Marxism and postmodern sociology, along with ethnicity, gender
and globalization. Using an international range of case studies and research regarding a wide
variety of sports, the new edition has furthered its commitment to making this important material
especially accessible to undergraduate readers. Sport: A Critical Sociology remains the best
sociological introduction to sport for upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students on
courses such as sport and leisure studies, cultural studies, and modern social theory.
  biggest collapse in mlb history: The Wall Street Journal , 2009
  biggest collapse in mlb history: Baseball Prospectus BP Team of Experts, 2006-02-28
Provides profiles of major league players with information on statistics for the past five seasons and
projections for the 2006 baseball season.
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