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bigger than business barbershop is a concept that transcends the traditional
notion of a barbershop merely being a place for haircuts and grooming. It
embodies a community-centered approach where the establishment serves as a
cultural hub, a place for social interaction, personal expression, and
empowerment. This article explores how a bigger than business barbershop can
redefine the customer experience by integrating values such as inclusivity,
education, and community engagement. By examining the key elements that
differentiate such barbershops from conventional ones, readers will gain
insight into the evolving landscape of men's grooming services. The
discussion will also highlight the importance of brand identity, customer
loyalty, and innovative practices in sustaining a bigger than business
barbershop. Lastly, the article will present strategies for barbershop owners
aiming to embrace this broader vision, ensuring relevance and impact in a
competitive market.
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Understanding the Bigger Than Business
Barbershop Concept
The idea of a bigger than business barbershop refers to a model that goes
beyond the traditional focus on profit and service delivery. It represents a
shift towards creating meaningful experiences that foster connection,
culture, and community. This approach recognizes that barbershops can serve
as vital social spaces where individuals gather not only for grooming but
also for dialogue, mentorship, and cultural exchange. The bigger than
business barbershop prioritizes values such as inclusivity, respect, and
empowerment, making it a cornerstone in its community.



The Evolution of Barbershops
Historically, barbershops have been more than just places for haircuts; they
have acted as informal community centers. The bigger than business barbershop
builds on this tradition by formalizing the role of the barbershop as a hub
for social and cultural activities. This evolution reflects changing consumer
expectations, where customers seek authentic experiences and meaningful
interactions alongside quality grooming services.

Why the Bigger Than Business Approach Matters
Adopting the bigger than business barbershop philosophy helps establishments
distinguish themselves in a crowded market. By focusing on community
involvement and personalized service, barbershops can attract a loyal
clientele that values more than just a haircut. This approach also
contributes to positive brand perception and long-term sustainability by
aligning business operations with social impact.

Core Elements of a Bigger Than Business
Barbershop
A bigger than business barbershop integrates several foundational elements
that collectively enhance its value proposition. These include a commitment
to exceptional service, a welcoming environment, and active participation in
community life. This section outlines the key components that define such
barbershops.

Exceptional Grooming Services
High-quality haircutting, styling, and grooming services remain at the heart
of any successful barbershop. In a bigger than business barbershop, these
services are delivered with attention to detail and personalized care.
Barbers are skilled professionals who stay updated with the latest trends and
techniques to meet diverse client needs.

Inclusive and Welcoming Atmosphere
Creating an inclusive environment is essential for a bigger than business
barbershop. This means catering to a diverse clientele regardless of age,
ethnicity, or background. The ambiance is designed to be comfortable and
inviting, encouraging repeat visits and word-of-mouth referrals.



Community-Focused Initiatives
Such barbershops actively engage in community programs and events. They may
host workshops, support local charities, and collaborate with other
businesses to foster a sense of belonging among patrons. These initiatives
reinforce the barbershop’s role as a community pillar.

Community Engagement and Social Responsibility
Community engagement is a defining characteristic of a bigger than business
barbershop. By investing time and resources into social responsibility, these
establishments build trust and goodwill that extend beyond their immediate
customer base.

Hosting Educational Workshops and Events
Many bigger than business barbershops organize educational sessions focusing
on grooming techniques, personal development, and even financial literacy.
These workshops contribute to client empowerment and demonstrate a commitment
to holistic well-being.

Supporting Local Causes
Active support for local charities, youth programs, and cultural events
positions the barbershop as an invested community member. This involvement
often includes fundraising efforts, sponsorships, or volunteer work by
barbers and staff.

Promoting Mental Health Awareness
Addressing mental health is increasingly important in community spaces. Some
bigger than business barbershops create safe environments for open
conversations about mental health challenges, contributing to
destigmatization and support.

Innovative Practices that Drive Growth
To sustain growth and relevance, bigger than business barbershops employ
innovative strategies that differentiate them from standard grooming
establishments. These practices enhance both operational efficiency and
customer satisfaction.



Leveraging Technology for Customer Experience
Implementing online booking systems, digital payment options, and social
media engagement helps streamline operations and improve client convenience.
Technology also serves as a platform for marketing and community outreach.

Offering Specialized Services
Expanding service offerings to include beard grooming, skincare treatments,
and hair care consultations attracts a broader clientele. Specialized
services position the barbershop as a comprehensive grooming destination.

Creating Membership and Loyalty Programs
Membership plans and loyalty rewards encourage repeat business and foster
client appreciation. These programs often provide exclusive perks, discounts,
and priority appointments, enhancing customer retention.

Building Brand Identity and Customer Loyalty
Strong brand identity is crucial for a bigger than business barbershop to
establish its presence and connect with its target audience. Developing a
recognizable brand that reflects community values and service excellence
leads to sustained customer loyalty.

Crafting a Unique Brand Story
A compelling brand story that highlights the barbershop’s mission, vision,
and community role resonates with customers. This narrative helps
differentiate the business and creates emotional connections.

Consistent Visual and Verbal Branding
Uniform branding across signage, marketing materials, and staff presentation
reinforces professionalism and trust. Consistency in messaging and design
strengthens brand recall and credibility.

Engaging with Customers Beyond Service
Proactive communication through social media, newsletters, and events keeps
customers informed and involved. Building relationships beyond the
appointment fosters loyalty and advocacy.



Strategies for Barbershop Owners to Implement
the Concept
Barbershop owners interested in embracing the bigger than business barbershop
philosophy can adopt several practical strategies to integrate community,
innovation, and brand-building into their operations.

Investing in Staff Development
Training barbers not only in technical skills but also in customer service
and community engagement ensures a well-rounded team capable of delivering on
the bigger than business vision.

Collaborating with Local Organizations
Partnerships with schools, nonprofits, and cultural groups amplify the
barbershop’s community impact and expand its reach. Collaborative events and
initiatives enhance visibility and reputation.

Designing the Space for Social Interaction
Creating an inviting physical environment with comfortable seating, communal
areas, and cultural décor encourages patrons to linger and socialize,
reinforcing the barbershop’s role as a community hub.

Monitoring and Adapting to Customer Feedback
Regularly soliciting and responding to customer input helps barbershops
refine their services and initiatives. This responsiveness demonstrates
commitment to client satisfaction and continuous improvement.

Implementing Sustainable Business Practices
Adopting environmentally friendly products and operations aligns the
barbershop with broader social responsibility trends, appealing to eco-
conscious customers and reducing operational costs.

Prioritize professional and community-focused staff training

Establish partnerships to enhance community involvement

Create a welcoming and multifunctional space



Engage customers through feedback and communication

Adopt sustainable and ethical business methods

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Bigger Than Business Barbershop?
Bigger Than Business Barbershop is a modern barbershop that focuses not only
on providing quality haircuts and grooming services but also on fostering
community engagement and entrepreneurship.

Where is Bigger Than Business Barbershop located?
Bigger Than Business Barbershop has locations primarily in [insert
city/region], known for its welcoming atmosphere and skilled barbers.

What services does Bigger Than Business Barbershop
offer?
They offer a range of services including haircuts, beard trims, shaves, and
grooming consultations tailored to individual style preferences.

How does Bigger Than Business Barbershop support
local entrepreneurs?
The barbershop hosts workshops, networking events, and mentorship programs
aimed at empowering local entrepreneurs and small business owners.

What makes Bigger Than Business Barbershop different
from other barbershops?
Its emphasis on community building, entrepreneurship support, and creating a
space that goes beyond traditional grooming services sets it apart.

Does Bigger Than Business Barbershop offer online
booking?
Yes, Bigger Than Business Barbershop provides an easy-to-use online booking
system through their website and mobile app for customer convenience.



Are there any special events hosted by Bigger Than
Business Barbershop?
They regularly host events such as business seminars, community meetups, and
grooming workshops to engage with clients beyond haircuts.

How can I become a barber at Bigger Than Business
Barbershop?
Interested barbers can apply through their career page, which often lists job
openings and requirements for joining their team.

Additional Resources
1. Bigger Than Business: The Barbershop Revolution
This book explores how barbershops have evolved beyond just places for
haircuts to become vital community hubs. It delves into the social, cultural,
and economic impact of barbershops in urban areas. Through interviews and
case studies, the author highlights how barbershops empower individuals and
foster entrepreneurship.

2. The Barbershop Effect: Building Community and Culture
Focusing on the unique role barbershops play in shaping community identity,
this book examines their influence on social cohesion and cultural
expression. It discusses the ways barbershops serve as safe spaces for
dialogue and mentorship. The narrative includes personal stories from barbers
and patrons alike.

3. Cutting Edge Leadership: Lessons from Barbershop Entrepreneurs
This book offers insights into leadership and business strategies derived
from successful barbershop owners. It demonstrates how these entrepreneurs
balance creativity, customer service, and community involvement. Readers gain
practical advice for growing small businesses with heart and purpose.

4. Beyond the Chair: The Social Impact of Barbershops
Highlighting how barbershops contribute to social change, this book
investigates their role in addressing issues like mental health, education,
and economic development. It showcases initiatives where barbers act as
community leaders and advocates. The author emphasizes the transformative
power of these spaces.

5. Barbershop Chronicles: Stories of Resilience and Success
Through a collection of inspiring narratives, this book celebrates the
journeys of barbers who have overcome adversity to build thriving businesses.
It captures the spirit of perseverance and innovation within the barbershop
industry. Readers are invited to learn from the challenges and triumphs of
these individuals.



6. The Business of Barbering: Strategies for Sustainable Growth
This comprehensive guide covers the fundamentals of running a successful
barbershop business. Topics include marketing, financial management, customer
relations, and staff development. The book is designed for both new and
experienced barbershop owners aiming to scale their operations.

7. Barbershops as Cultural Institutions: Preserving Heritage and Identity
Examining barbershops as pillars of cultural heritage, this book discusses
their historical significance and ongoing role in preserving identity within
communities. It addresses how barbershops have served as sites of resistance
and pride. The work includes rich cultural analysis and historical context.

8. The Art and Science of Barbering: Crafting More Than Haircuts
This book delves into the technical skills and artistic creativity involved
in modern barbering. It also explores how barbers contribute to clients'
confidence and self-expression. Additionally, it touches on the evolving
trends and innovations shaping the industry.

9. Barbershop Economics: How Small Businesses Shape Big Communities
Focusing on the economic impact of barbershops, this book reveals how these
small businesses stimulate local economies and create job opportunities. It
covers topics such as community investment, entrepreneurship, and economic
empowerment. The author provides data-driven analysis alongside compelling
real-world examples.
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  bigger than business barbershop: The Therapeutic Revolution Morris J. Vogel, Charles E.
Rosenberg, 2017-01-30 This book is not about one glorious triumph after another, nor is it a series of
complaints about doctors and hospitals. Rather, these essays examine American medicine within its
context, sensitive to the role of medical knowledge, practitioners, and institutions in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. The selections not only cover general considerations of the social and
cultural context in which American medicine developed but also analyze the relationship between
science and medicine, the development of mental hospitals, nursing, and health insurance.
  bigger than business barbershop: The Birth Control Movement and American Society
James Reed, 2014-07-14 This is the first comprehensive history of the struggle to win public
acceptance of contraceptive practice. James Reed traces this remarkable story from its beginnings,
carefully documenting the roles of the diverse interests that supported birth control, including
feminists, eugenicists, and physicians, and providing a unique account of the struggles of such
pioneers as Margaret Sanger, Robert Dickinson, and Clarence Gamble to win the support of
organized medicine, to change laws, to open birth control clinics, and to improve birth control
methods. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
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print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  bigger than business barbershop: Voices of the Chincoteague Martha A. Burns, Linda S.
Hartsock, 2007-05-30 Beginning around the turn of the 20th century, people flocked to boom towns
like Greenbackville and Franklin City on Virginias remote Chincoteague Bay to cash in on the
lucrative oyster trade. Most eventually settled for simple rural lives, living a cash and barter
economy, commuting on foot or by boat, always closely tied to the tide and water. From mystery in
the marsh to jealous lovers, these accounts of life on the Bay are filled with work boats, crab pots,
and saltwater.
  bigger than business barbershop: The Essential Manual to Owning a Barbershop. From
Barber to Owner. Shawn Lewis, 2024-03-09 Shawn Lewis, also known as the award-winning
BuckytheBarber, offers valuable insights for barbers and barbershop owners in his book The
Essential Manual to Owning a Barbershop. This comprehensive guide blends personal stories with
practical tips on launching a barbershop, recruiting staff, handling finances, and promoting your
business. From enhancing customer service to assembling a strong team and addressing legal
concerns and more, Lewis covers all bases. Whether you're just starting out or aiming to enhance
your business, this book is essential reading.
  bigger than business barbershop: Small Business, Big Society Rupert Hodder, 2018-05-11
This book considers how small businesses stir up changes in social relationships and what these
changes mean for wider society. From this emerges a challenging and provocative discussion on the
problems facing both the developing and developed worlds. Development, it argues, is written into
social relationships and growth follows attempts to avoid the market’s degenerative effects. What
this discussion means for development practice, and for thought in the social sciences more
generally, is also considered. If there is a watchword for development practice, then it is acceptance
– acceptance of more social, less prescriptive, and far more experimental modes of working. As for
the implications of these ideas for social science, these may be described well enough as an economy
of ontology.
  bigger than business barbershop: Getting a Business Loan Ty Kiisel, 2013-11-04 Describes
alternative lending sources for small businesses, as well as traditional funding sources.
  bigger than business barbershop: COVID-19 and the Soccer World Kausik Bandyopadhyay,
2022-09-05 The spread of COVID-19 and the consequent pandemic since early 2020 have brought
about unprecedented changes in all spheres of global life, creating a new sense of (in)security with
social distancing, physical isolation, quarantine and lockdown becoming buzzwords to combat the
disease. As in all spheres of life, the first wave of the pandemic posed serious challenges to the
world of soccer, with diverse and intriguing responses across the globe. This book documents the
early impressions and initial responses of various stakeholders of the soccer world to the challenges
of COVID-19 in 2020. It reveals how the process of confrontation, negotiation, adjustment and
overcoming against such challenges necessitated and inspired novel responses and strong
improvisations from soccer bodies to players, referees to spectators, and journalists to sponsors.
This process has revealed abrupt as well as radical changes in the organization, rules, spectatorship
and telecast of the game, thereby affecting the game’s cultural dimensions, commercial prospects
and political implications. The volume points out that the way soccer has adjusted to the ‘new
normal’ standard of the ‘COVID Regime’ has elicited newer meanings and nuanced representations
of the game. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the journal,
Soccer & Society.
  bigger than business barbershop: William Dorsey's Philadelphia and Ours Roger Lane, 1991
Lane here illuminates the African-American experience through a close look at a single city, once the
metropolitan headquarters of black America, now typical of many. He recognizes that urban history



offers more clues, both to modern accomplishments and to modern problems, than the dead past of
rural slavery. The book's historical section is based on hundreds of newly discovered scrapbooks
kept by William Henry Dorsey, Philadelphia's first black historian. These provide an intimate and
comprehensive view of the critical period between the Civil War and about 1900, when
African-Americans, formally free and increasingly urban, made the biggest educational and
occupational gains in history. Dorsey's tens of thousands of newspaper clippings and other sources,
detail records of high culture and low, success and scandal, personal and public life. In the final
chapters Lane outlines the urban situation today, the strong parallels between past and present that
suggest the power of continuity and the equally strong differences that point to the possibility of
change.
  bigger than business barbershop: The Accident of Birth , 1938
  bigger than business barbershop: The Shop Ernest Wilkins, 2024-10-15 Experience The Shop
as never before through behind-the-scenes anecdotes, insights from the hosts and guests, stunning
photography, and unforgettable quotes from culture-leading athletes, artists, and entrepreneurs—all
giving an in-depth look at the real, unfiltered, empowering conversations that only happen within the
walls of The Shop. You've watched them talk, laugh, and debate on The Shop, a show The New
Yorker called, “…entertainment at its finest.” Now, take a step behind the scenes with hosts LeBron
James, Maverick Carter, and Paul “PR” Rivera in The Shop, a book that chronicles the candid
moments and conversations. The Shop isn't just about people talking to each other. It's deeper. It's
about the things that shape us, the battles we fight, and the journey we're all on... Over the years,
we've peeled back the curtain, showing the world that athletes, artists, and entertainers are more
than sound bites.” - LeBron James via the foreword of The Shop: Where Culture Shapes Up. GUEST
LIST: Relive the discussions and debates between LeBron James, Maverick Carter, Paul “PR” Rivera
and celebrities from the world of sports, entertainment, and politics, such as Bad Bunny, Tom Brady,
Teyana Taylor, Rich Paul, A'ja Wilsom, Pharrell, Chloe Bailey, and more. SHOP SECRETS: Featuring
brand-new stories and thought-provoking quotes to give you the full The Shop experience. “We've
always viewed The Shop as more than a show. The Shop has become a community empowerment
platform, said Paul Rivera, co-creator. “This book features quotes and photography from some of the
most iconic artists, athletes & entertainers in a real and unfiltered way you've come to expect inside
The Shop.” GORGEOUS GIFT: Includes stunning, many never-before-seen photos from the set
presented in a beautifully bound book, making this an excellent gift for any fans of The Shop, sports
enthusiasts, or lovers of culture, or unfiltered conversations about sports, music, and more!
  bigger than business barbershop: Two & a Quarter Michael Reed, 2021-05-24 Raised in a
world of drugs, pain, and having to become a man before time. Two and a Quarter is going to take
you on a Baton Rouge, Louisiana, street tale of power and street smarts. Enjoy!
  bigger than business barbershop: Reshaping America Robert Hamlett Bremner, Gary W.
Reichard, 1982
  bigger than business barbershop: The Mayor’S Mustache Jeffrey Schmitt, 2012-03-21
Thomas Culhaven is the ancestor of the founding fathers of Culhaven, Illinois, and he wont go down
without a fight! He may be a senior citizen, but when Mayor Mort Cramden and his illustrious
council get ambitious, it is Toms land on the line. The mayor has suggested the construction of a
superhighway that will connect Culhaven to the nearest big city. It sounds like a fine idea, but not to
Tom, whose house will be demolished in the process. In an effort to stop the inevitable, Tom attends
the town meeting to debate the mayors modern ideabut old Tom has something up his sleeve. Hes
been working to think of a plan, with the aid of his dog, Buda pet nobody else can see or hear. With
their foolproof plan in mind, Tom pleads sensibly with Cramden one last time. When the mayor
refuses to cooperate, Tom does what has to be done: he cuts off half the mayors mustache. Tom is
thrown in jail but soon released on two hundred dollars bail. Once free, he realizes his simple
scissorsnip has become big news. Apparently, the town sees it as symbolism. Of what, Tom isnt sure,
but his harebrained scheme might just work and save his old home. The Mayors Mustache is a
commentary on corporate greed and the desperation of old age, but it is also a story of small-town



hope and the power of one man to change an entire community.
  bigger than business barbershop: A Career as a Hairstylist Bridget Heos, 2010-08-15
Introduces the profession of hairstyling, including its history, tools, training programs, and areas of
specialization.
  bigger than business barbershop: Scoundrel Sarah Weinman, 2022-02-22 NAMED A BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE CBC AND ESQUIRE A true-crime masterpiece, this is a story of
wrongful exoneration about killer Edgar Smith and the prominent crusaders who fell prey to his
charm. Having spent almost half his lifetime in California's state penitentiary system, convicted
killer Edgar Smith died in obscurity in 2017 at the age of eighty-three—a miracle, really, as he was
meant to be executed nearly six decades earlier. Tried and convicted in the state of New Jersey for
the 1957 murder of fifteen-year-old Victoria Zielinski, Smith was once the most famous convict in
America. Scoundrel tells the true, almost-too-bizarre story of a man saved from Death Row by way of
an unlikely friendship—developed in nearly 2000 pages of prison correspondence—with National
Review founder William F. Buckley, Jr., one of the most famous figures in the neo-conservative
movement. Buckley wrote articles, fundraised and hired lawyers to fight for a new trial, eventually
enlisting the help of Sophie Wilkins, a book editor with whom Smith would have a torrid epistolary
affair. As a result of these friends' advocacy, Smith not only gained his freedom, he vaulted to the
highest intellectual echelons as a bestselling author, an expert on prison reform, and a minor
celebrity—only to fall, spectacularly, back to earth, when his murderous impulses once more
prevailed. Weinman's Scoundrel is a gripping investigation into a case where crime and culture
intersect, where recent memory begins to slide into history and where the darkest of violent
impulses meet literary ambition, human ego and hunger for fame.
  bigger than business barbershop: Tinderbox James Andrew Miller, 2021-11-23 Tinderbox
tells the exclusive, explosive, uninhibited true story of HBO and how it burst onto the American
scene and screen to detonate a revolution and transform our relationship with television forever. The
Sopranos, Game of Thrones, Sex and the City, The Wire, Succession...HBO has long been the home
of epic shows, as well as the source for brilliant new movies, news-making documentaries, and
controversial sports journalism. By thinking big, trashing tired formulas, and killing off cliches long
past their primes, HBO shook off the shackles of convention and led the way to a bolder world of
content, opening the door to all that was new, original, and worthy of our attention. In Tinderbox,
award-winning journalist James Andrew Miller uncovers a bottomless trove of secrets and surprises,
revealing new conflicts, insights, and analysis. As he did to great acclaim with SNL in Live from New
York; with ESPN in Those Guys Have All the Fun; and with talent agency CAA in Powerhouse, Miller
continues his record of extraordinary access to the most important voices, this time speaking with
talents ranging from Abrams (J. J.) to Zendaya, as well as every single living president of HBO—and
hundreds of other major players. Over the course of more than 750 interviews with key sources,
Miller reveals how fraught HBO’s journey has been, capturing the drama and the comedy off-camera
and inside boardrooms as HBO created and mobilized a daring new content universe, and, in doing
so, reshaped storytelling and upended our entertainment lives forever.
  bigger than business barbershop: The Best American Travel Writing 2016 Bill Bryson,
2020-12-15 This collection gathers the best travel essays from The New Yorker, Harpers, GQ and
more—featuring Paul Theroux, Alice Gregory, Dave Eggers and others. Why do I travel? Why does
anyone of us travel? Bill Bryson poses these questions in his introduction to The Best American
Travel Writing 2016, and though he admits, I wasn't at all sure I knew the answer, these questions
start us on the path of some fascinating explorations. While the various contributors to this
collection travel for different reasons, they all come back with stories. Whether traversing the Arctic
by dogsled, attending a surreal film festival in North Korea, or strolling the streets of a fast-changing
Havana, some of today's best travel writers share their experiences of the world and the human
condition, offering, if not answers, than illumination and insight. The Best American Travel Writing
2016 includes Michael Chabon, William T. Vollmann, Helen Macdonald, Sara Corbett, Stephanie
Pearson, Thomas Chatterton Williams, Pico Iyer, and others.



  bigger than business barbershop: How to Be a Good Leader When You've Never had
One Mick Hunt, 2025-09-23 A powerful leadership instruction manual designed to help you bring
out the best in your team members In How to Be a Good Leader When You've Never had One: The
Blueprint for Modern Leadership, entrepreneur, podcaster, and leader, Mick Hunt, delivers a deeply
honest story about leadership that offers hands-on insights and actionable frameworks you can apply
at your organization today. The author provides strategies that are tailor-made for modern leaders
who are engaging with a diverse workforce. After a powerful foreword by Les Brown, How to Be a
Good Leader When You've Never had One marries proven leadership strategies forged in the real
world with a fresh perspective on work that is inspiring and practical. Inside the book: A toolkit for
modern leadership that leverages transparency, resilience, influence, listening, and vision Powerful
case studies of real-life leaders – including soldiers, corporate executives, and healthcare leaders –
who have found ways to overcome common leadership strategies and achieved extraordinary
outcomes Strategies for addressing obstacles unique to leading a contemporary workforce An
exciting and inspiring new take on how to lead in the modern era, How to Be a Good Leader When
You've Never had One is an essential resource for managers, executives, and other business leaders
seeking an authentic, authoritative, and actionable playbook for the kind of leadership the world
needs today.
  bigger than business barbershop: Jade Phoenix Syd Goldsmith, 2006
  bigger than business barbershop: Games We Used to Play Roger Kahn, 2012-10-28 A fine
anthology. —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY In these essays, written between 1954 and 1990, bestselling
author Roger Kahn touches on locker-room controversies and politics, while inviting readers to
share in the passion, grace, energy, and intense concentration involved in playing sports. Kahn pays
warm tribute to his special heroes, Jackie Robinson, Roger Maris and Carl Furillo, along with those
he particularly admired in the press box, John Lardner and Red Smith. Kahn also esteems football
lineman Merlin Olsen, hockey goalie Glenn Hall, cager Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, outfielder Mickey
Mantle, boxing promoter Don King, and last piece, Story Without a Hero, about Pete Rose. Praise for
Roger Kahn: As a kid, I loved sports first and writing second, and loved everything Roger Kahn
wrote. As an adult, I love writing first and sports second, and love Roger Kahn even more. —Pulitzer
Prize winner, David Maraniss He can epitomize a player with a single swing of the pen. —TIME
magazine Roger Kahn is the best baseball writer in the business. —Stephen Jay Gould, New York
Review of Books Kahn has the almost unfair gift of easy, graceful writing. —BOSTON HERALD
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