big in french language

big in french language is a fundamental concept for learners seeking to expand their vocabulary
and grasp the nuances of French adjectives. Understanding how to express the idea of "big" in French
involves more than just a simple translation; it requires knowledge of gender agreements, context
usage, and alternative synonyms. This article explores the various ways to say "big" in French,
including the most common terms, their grammatical rules, and practical examples. Additionally, it
will cover idiomatic expressions and related vocabulary to provide a comprehensive understanding of
the concept. By the end of this article, readers will be better equipped to use "big" accurately and
effectively in different French language contexts.

e The Basic Translation of "Big" in French
e Gender and Number Agreement with "Big"
e Synonyms and Alternative Expressions for "Big"

e Using "Big" in Different Contexts

e Common Idiomatic Expressions Featuring "Big"

The Basic Translation of "Big" in French

The most straightforward translation of the English adjective "big" in French is grand. This word is
widely used to describe something large in size, extent, or degree. It applies to both physical
dimensions and abstract concepts such as importance or intensity. The term grand is versatile and
forms the foundation for expressing largeness in French language.

Definition and Usage of "Grand"

Grand primarily means big, tall, or great in size. It is a descriptive adjective that can modify nouns to
indicate largeness, height, or significance. For example, une grande maison means "a big house," and
un grand homme translates to "a great man" or "a tall man," depending on the context.

Pronunciation and Spelling

The pronunciation of grand is [ged], with a nasal vowel sound at the end. When used before feminine
nouns, it changes to grande, adding an "e" to agree in gender and slightly altering the pronunciation.



Gender and Number Agreement with "Big"

In French language, adjectives must agree in gender and number with the nouns they describe. This
rule applies to grand as well, making it essential to know how to modify the adjective correctly based
on the noun it accompanies.

Masculine and Feminine Forms

The masculine singular form is grand, and the feminine singular form is grande. For example:

e Un grand arbre (a big tree) - masculine singular

¢ Une grande maison (a big house) - feminine singular

Plural Forms

For plural nouns, the adjective also changes:

e Masculine plural: grands (e.g., des grands chiens - big dogs)

e Feminine plural: grandes (e.g., des grandes villes - big cities)

These agreements are crucial for correct grammar and natural-sounding French sentences.

Synonyms and Alternative Expressions for "Big"

Besides grand, French features several synonyms and expressions to convey the idea of "big" with
specific nuances. These alternatives enrich vocabulary and allow for precision in communication.

Other Common Synonyms

e Gros / Grosse: Often used for objects or living beings that are large in volume or weight (e.g.,
un gros chien - a big/fat dog).

» Enorme: Means enormous or huge, conveying a very large size.
» Vaste: Refers to something vast or extensive in area.
e Immense: Indicates immense size or scale.

¢ Volumineux / Volumineuse: Used for bulky or voluminous items.



Choosing the Right Synonym

Each synonym has a slightly different connotation. For instance, gros is more related to thickness or
weight rather than height, while vaste emphasizes space. Selecting the appropriate word depends on
the context and the specific attribute of "big" one wishes to highlight.

Using "Big" in Different Contexts

The adjective "big" in French language applies across various contexts, from physical descriptions to
abstract concepts. Understanding these can improve both comprehension and expression.

Physical Size and Dimensions

When describing tangible objects, grand and its synonyms are used to indicate size, height, or
volume. Examples include:

e Un grand batiment (a big building)

e Une grosse valise (a big suitcase)

Age and Importance

In French, grand can also imply seniority or importance. For example, un grand écrivain means "a
great writer," emphasizing reputation rather than physical size. Similarly, le grand age refers to old
age.

Figurative Uses

Expressions like un grand moment (a big moment) or une grande décision (a big decision) illustrate
the figurative use of "big" to describe significance or impact.

Common Ildiomatic Expressions Featuring "Big"

French language includes several idiomatic phrases incorporating the concept of "big," reflecting
cultural nuances and everyday usage.

Examples of Idiomatic Expressions



e Faire une grande impression: To make a big impression.
e Avoir une grande bouche: To be big-mouthed or talkative.
o Etre dans de grands draps: To be in big trouble.

e Grandir vite: To grow up fast.

¢ Un grand saut: A big leap or significant change.

Usage and Context

These idioms often use grand to emphasize magnitude or intensity beyond the literal size.
Recognizing and mastering these expressions enhances fluency and cultural understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'big' in French?

The word for 'big' in French is 'grand' for masculine nouns and 'grande' for feminine nouns.

What are some synonyms for 'big' in French?

Some synonyms for 'big' in French include 'gros' (fat, large), 'vaste' (vast), 'énorme' (enormous), and
'immense' (immense).

How do you use 'grand’ in a sentence to mean 'big' in French?

You can say 'La maison est grande' which means 'The house is big'. Note that 'grande’ agrees in
gender with 'maison’, which is feminine.

Is there a difference between ‘grand' and 'gros' when saying
'big' in French?

Yes, 'grand' often refers to size or height, while ‘gros' can imply thickness or volume and sometimes
can mean ‘fat'.

How do you say 'big city' in French?

'‘Big city' in French is 'grande ville'.

Can 'big' in French be used to describe age or importance?

Yes, 'grand' can also mean 'old' when referring to age (e.g., 'mon grand-pére' means 'my



grandfather') and can imply importance or greatness.

What is the opposite of 'big’' in French?

The opposite of 'big' (‘grand') in French is 'petit' which means 'small'.

Additional Resources

1. Le Grand Livre des Records

Ce livre présente une compilation fascinante des plus grands records du monde, des exploits
incroyables aux curiosités étonnantes. Il explore des domaines variés tels que la nature, le sport, la
science et la culture. Une lecture captivante pour ceux qui s'intéressent a tout ce qui est
exceptionnellement "grand".

2. La Vie en Grand

Un ouvrage inspirant qui encourage les lecteurs a vivre pleinement et a penser en grand. A travers
des anecdotes et des conseils pratiques, I'auteur montre comment surmonter les petits obstacles
pour atteindre de grands objectifs. Idéal pour ceux qui cherchent a élargir leurs horizons personnels
ou professionnels.

3. Le Monde & Grande Echelle

Ce livre explore les phénomenes naturels et humains a une échelle impressionnante, des vastes
paysages terrestres aux mégapoles animées. || méle descriptions, images et analyses pour donner
une perspective nouvelle sur la grandeur du monde qui nous entoure. Un voyage visuel et intellectuel
pour les passionnés de géographie et d'environnement.

4. Grandir et Devenir

Une réflexion profonde sur le processus de croissance personnelle et émotionnelle. L'auteur aborde
les défis et les transformations qui accompagnent le passage de I'enfance a I'age adulte. Ce livre
invite a comprendre l'importance de grandir tout en restant fidele a soi-méme.

5. Les Grands Mystéres de I'Univers

Un ouvrage qui plonge dans les questions les plus vastes et intrigantes de la cosmologie et de
I'astrophysique. Il expliqgue de maniere accessible les concepts liés a I'infini, aux galaxies et a la
naissance de l'univers. Parfait pour les curieux qui veulent comprendre les "grandes" énigmes de
notre existence.

6. Grand Format : L’Art de la Photo en Grand

Ce livre est dédié a la photographie grand format, un art qui capture des images avec une précision
et une profondeur exceptionnelles. Il présente des techniques, des artistes et des exemples
marquants qui illustrent la puissance du grand format. Une source d’inspiration pour les amateurs et
professionnels de la photo.

7. Les Grandes Découvertes

Un récit historique des découvertes majeures qui ont changé le cours de I'hnumanité. De la découverte
du feu aux avancées technologiques modernes, ce livre met en lumiere les moments clés ou I'homme
a fait un grand pas en avant. Une lecture enrichissante pour comprendre I’évolution de notre monde.

8. A la Recherche du Grand Amour



Un roman romantique qui suit le parcours d’un personnage a la recherche d’'un amour vrai et profond.
L'histoire explore les émotions intenses et les grands sacrifices que I'amour peut engendrer. Une
belle exploration des sentiments humains dans toute leur grandeur.

9. Le Grand Théatre de la Vie

Ce livre propose une métaphore théatrale pour comprendre les différentes phases et roles dans la vie
humaine. A travers des exemples et des réflexions, il invite & jouer pleinement sa propre "grande"
piece. Un ouvrage philosophique qui incite a la prise de conscience et a la créativité personnelle.
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big in french language: Playing Dolls, Canadian Experience Required Najat Sinclair-Benrbia,
2015-02-12 Playing Dolls, Canadian Experience Required is a real life story that depicts the events of
my journey coming to this majestic country, Canada. It is also a story of all the other immigrants
who have come searching for new beginnings. Like many before me, I came with hopes and dreams
in order to change a corner of my world, but [ was faced with discrimination, many hurdles to jump
and tough decisions to make in the name of that Canadian Experience. But despite the rigidity and
the layering of the bureaucratic chaos in a system that does not seem to work with anything foreign,
I came to understand that I had to continue, whether I walked on thorns or not. Persevering and
changing my destiny was key to see beyond the layering in order to emerge better, stronger and
wiser. Changing my destiny, relying on my experience, savoir-faire and education were the right
tangible push towards the better, successful person I am today. My journey has not only permitted
me to change my thinking, but has helped to change the core of my being by accepting the new
person I have become; the better companion, the wonderful wife, the understanding mother and the
valuable educator. Playing Dolls, Canadian Experience Required is the play key to new and better
highs.

big in french language: Students' Guide to Programming Languages Malcolm Bull,
2016-06-06 Students' Guide to Programming Languages introduces programming languages,
emphasizing why they are needed, how they are defined and constructed, and where and how they
are used. With greater access to computers at work, at school, and in the home, more and more
people are now able to write programs. Only a small number of these people recognize the
underlying features of the programming languages they are using, and even fewer people appreciate
the features that are common to most programming languages. This book demonstrates how most
programming languages are based upon the same concepts and how knowledge of these concepts
can benefit the analyst and the programmer. When specifying computer solutions to real problems,
the systems analyst and the programmer must be able to stand back from the particular problem in
hand and visualize a solution that is independent of the constraints and limitations imposed by the
programming language itself. The text helps in achieving these goals. The book as well is suitable for
college students following BTEC and City and Guilds courses in computer studies and IT topics,
including professional commercial and end-users.

big in french language: Human Geography Erin H. Fouberg, Alexander B. Murphy, Harm J. de
Blij, 2009-01-27 Taking us from our hominid ancestors to the megacities of today, 'Human
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Geography' brings a new emphasis to the political and economic issues of human geography.

big in french language: French Blockbusters Michael Charlie Michael, 2019-07-17 The
digitised spectacles conjured by a word like 'blockbuster' may create a certain cognitive dissonance
with received ideas about French cinema - long celebrated as a model for philosophical, economic
and aesthetic resistance to globalised popular culture. While the Gallic 'cultural exception' remains a
forceful current to this day, this book shows how the onslaught of Hollywood mega-franchises and
new media platforms since the 1980s has also provoked an overtly commercialised response from
French producers eager to redefine the stakes and scope of their own traditions. From
English-language action vehicles like Valrian and the City of a Thousand Planets (Besson, 2017) to
revisionist historical films like Of Gods and Men (Beauvois, 2011) and crowd-pleasing comedies like
Intouchables (Toldano & Nakache, 2011), the variously filiated 'local blockbusters' from
contemporary France brim with the seeds of cultural contradiction, but also with the energy of a
forceful counter-history. Cutting across a swath of recent French-produced cinema, French
Blockbusters offers the first book-length consideration of the theoretical implications, historical
impact and cultural consequences of a recent grouping of popular films that are rapidly changing
what it means to make - or to see - a 'French' film today.

big in french language: Lonely Planet Montreal & Quebec City Steve Fallon, 2022-12 Lonely
Planet[]s Montreal & Quebec City is our most comprehensive guide that extensively covers all the
cities have to offer, with recommendations for both popular and lesser-known experiences. Stroll the
cobblestoned streets of Old Montreal, catch some summer jazz, and sip beer and watch the world go
by in the Quartier Latin; all with your trusted travel companion. Inside Lonely Planet[]s Montreal &
Quebec City Travel Guide: What[Js NEW in this edition? Up-to-date information - all businesses were
rechecked before publication to ensure they are still open after 20200Js COVID-19 outbreak NEW top
experiences feature - a visually inspiring collection of Montreal and Quebec City[]s best experiences
and where to have them What's NEW feature taps into cultural trends and helps you find fresh ideas
and cool new areas NEW Accommodations feature gathers all the information you need to plan your
accommodation Highlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and
interests Eating & drinking in Montreal & Quebec City - we reveal the dishes and drinks you have to
try Color maps and images throughout Insider tips to save time and money and get around like a
local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Honest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping,
sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights give you
a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife, politics
Over 30 maps Covers Old Montréal, Parc Jean-Drapeau, Downtown, Quartier Latin, the Village,
Plateau Mont-Royal, Little Italy, Mile End, Outremont, Southwest Montréal, Outer Montréal, Québec
City, Trois-Rivieres, the Laurentians, the Eastern Townships, and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely
Planet[Js Montreal & Quebec City, our most comprehensive guide to the cities, is perfect for both
exploring top sights and taking roads less travelled. Visiting Montreal and Quebec City for a week or
less? Lonely Planet[]s Pocket Montreal & Quebec City guide is a handy-sized guide focused on the
cities[] can[Jt-miss experiences. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media
company, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and phrasebooks for 120
languages, and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our
content online, and in mobile apps, videos, 14 languages, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and
more, enabling you to explore every day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' [J
New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's hands. It's on
mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how
to travel the world.' [] Fairfax Media (Australia)

big in french language: Lonely Planet Montreal & Quebec City Lonely Planet, Steve Fallon,
Regis St Louis, Phillip Tang, 2020-02-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher
Lonely Planet's Montreal & Quebec City is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on
what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Stroll the cobblestoned streets of Old




Montreal, catch some summer jazz, and sip beer and watch the world go by in the Quartier Latin - all
with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Montreal and Quebec City and begin your
journey now! Inside Lonely Planet's Montreal & Quebec City: NEW pull-out, passport-size 'Just
Landed' card with wi-fi, ATM and transportation info - all you need for a smooth journey from airport
to hotelColour maps and images throughoutHighlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to
your personal needs and interestsInsider tips to save time and money and get around like a local,
avoiding crowds and trouble spotsEssential info at your fingertips - hours of operation, phone
numbers, websites, transit tips, pricesHonest reviews for all budgets - eating, sleeping, sightseeing,
going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks missCultural insights give you a richer,
more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, politicsOver
33 mapsCovers Old Montréal, Parc Jean-Drapeau, Downtown, Quartier Latin, the Village, Plateau
Mont-Royal, Little Italy, Mile End, Outremont, Southwest Montréal, Outer Montréal, Québec City,
Trois-Rivieres, the Laurentians, the Eastern Townships, and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely
Planet's Montreal & Quebec City is our most comprehensive guide to Montreal and Quebec City, and
is perfect for discovering both popular and off-the-beaten-path experiences. About Lonely Planet:
Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and the world's number one travel guidebook
brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a dedicated,
passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps,
video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more.
TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Awards 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 winner in Favorite Travel
Guide category 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely
Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves, it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the
Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' -
Fairfax Media (Australia) eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones)
Downloadable PDF and offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and
jump between maps and reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip
between pages Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded
links to recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick
referencing Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images
found in the physical edition.

big in french language: Resources in Education , 1993-07

big in french language: The American Film Institute Catalog of Motion Pictures Produced in
the United States American Film Institute, 1997 After more than fifteen years, this initial volume of
the American Film Institute Catalog series is again in print. The 1920s set covers the important
filmmaking period when movies became talkies, and the careers of many influential directors and
actors were launched. Films such as Wings, The Phantom of the Opera, All Quiet on the Western
Front, and The Jazz Singer are included in this volume.

big in french language: Decolonial Feminisms, Decolonising Feminisms Deevia Bhana,
Tamara Shefer, Giti Chandra, 2025-08-28 This book redefines feminist discourse by exploring the
intersections of decolonial feminisms across various geopolitical contexts, emphasising the
integration of local and indigenous narratives that challenge colonial epistemologies. The volume is
organised into three thematic parts that critique traditional feminist frameworks, highlight
innovative pedagogical methodologies, and showcase activism aimed at addressing intersectional
inequalities. Each section features contributions from established scholars and emerging voices from
both the Global North and the Global South, fostering interdisciplinary discussions that reflect a rich
diversity of experiences. This approach not only enhances understanding of feminist thought but also
promotes transformative practices that advocate for gender and social justice. The book is targeted
at scholars, students, and activists in feminist studies, postcolonial theory, and social justice and is a
must-read for those looking to expand their understanding of feminist thought. Its emphasis on
collaboration and solidarity makes it a valuable resource for anyone interested in addressing the



complex global issues influenced by colonial histories while envisioning a more equitable future.

big in french language: She Dared to Succeed Fred Langan, 2023-09-27 She Dared to Succeed
(in French, Elle a osé réussir), delves into the life of a woman who, for more than 30 years, broke
multiple glass ceilings in the Canadian media and political worlds. Well-known in the broadcasting
industry, she was propelled to the political forefront following her appointment to the Senate of
Canada (1995) and her election as President of the Liberal Party of Canada (2006). She had to
overcome many challenges throughout her career: sexism, prejudice against single mothers and
career women, wage disparities, and harassment in the workplace. Above all, she experienced the
opprobrium reserved for Senate members—all of whom were exonerated—targeted as part of the
Senate expenses scandal (2012-2016). In this book, she bears witness to the human cost of this
chapter of Canadian history. This biography, with a foreword by the Hon. John Manley, is the fruit of
impressive research by the author, who not only interviewed Madame Charette-Poulin at length, but
also conducted 67 interviews, including with prominent Canadians such as Right Honourable Jean
Chrétien and Brian Mulroney, the Honourable Sheila Copps, Sharon Carstairs, Mike Duffy, Hugh
Segal, Céline Hervieux-Payette, Vivienne Poy, Linda Frum, Sheila Fraser, as well as judges Robert
Desmarais, and Robert Del Frate. She dared to succeed... despite it all. Also available in French (Elle
a 0sé réussir) Available in hardcover, trade paperback, and accessible PDF et ePUB formats.

big in french language: The Politics of English as a World Language Christian Mair, 2003
The complex politics of English as a world language provides the backdrop both for linguistic studies
of varieties of English around the world and for postcolonial literary criticism. The present volume
offers contributions from linguists and literary scholars that explore this common ground in a spirit
of open interdisciplinary dialogue. Leading authorities assess the state of the art to suggest
directions for further research, with substantial case studies ranging over a wide variety of topics -
from the legitimacy of language norms of lingua franca communication to the recognition of newer
post-colonial varieties of English in the online OED. Four regional sections treat the Caribbean
(including the diaspora), Africa, the Indian subcontinent, and Australasia and the Pacific Rim. Each
section maintains a careful balance between linguistics and literature, and external and indigenous
perspectives on issues. The book is the most balanced, complete and up-to-date treatment of the
topic to date.

big in french language: Learn Languages Easily. Methods of self-regulation for successful
learning Andrey Ermoshin, 2018-01-11 Have you ever wanted to learn a language quickly and easily?
In Learn Languages Easily renowned Russian psychotherapist Andrey Ermoshin guides the reader to
do just that.The solutions offered here employ his own method called psychocatalysis. This is a
method of self-regulation which is built upon paying attention to your body’s signals and leveraging
your own internal strengths.Ermoshin offers 40 exercises that will speed up the deep learning
process needed to master new knowledge.

big in french language: Time Out Brussels Editors of Time Out, 2010 This comprehensive
guide provides the visitor with in-depth, authoritative coverage of the Belgian capital. It contains
information on where to stay and eat and includes details on restaurants, bars, museums, art
galleries and nightlife.

big in french language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, Library
of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 2012

big in french language: Billboard , 1973-07-14 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

big in french language: Billboard , 2007-02-17 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

big in french language: Our Towns David McLennan, 2008 In this illustrated book, author



David McLennan guides us on an alphabetical tour of 725 Saskatchewan communities. Our Towns:
Saskatchewan Communities from Abbey to Zenon Park is the result of many years of travel
throughout the province. Meticulously researched, and illustrated with more than 1,000 stunning,
previously unpublished photographs (both historical and contemporary), Our Towns is a truly unique
reflection of the province's history and people.--BOOK JACKET.

big in french language: Research in Education , 1966

big in french language: The Politics of Deception Patrick J. Sloyan, 2015-02-10 Investigative
reporter Patrick ]J. Sloyan, a former member of the White House Press Corps, revisits the last years
of John F. Kennedy's presidency, his fateful involvement with Diem's assassination, the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the Civil Rights Movement. Using recently released White House tape recordings
and interviews with key inside players, The Politics of Deception reveals: Kennedy's secret
behind-the-scenes deals to resolve the Cuban Missile Crisis.The overthrow and assassination of
President Diem.Kennedy's hostile interactions with and attempts to undermine Martin Luther King,
Jr. Kennedy's secret and fascinating dealings with Diem, General Curtis LeMay, King and Fidel
Castro. Kennedy's last year in office, and his preparation for the election that never was. The Politics
of Deception is a fresh and revealing look at an iconic president and the way he attempted to
manage public opinion and forge his legacy, sure to appeal to both history buffs and those who were
alive during his presidency.

big in french language: MLA International Bibliography of Books and Articles on the Modern
Languages and Literatures , 1996 Vols. for 1969- include ACTFL annual bibliography of books and
articles on pedagogy in foreign languages 1969-
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