
biggest upset in kentucky derby history

biggest upset in kentucky derby history is a topic that captures the imagination of horse racing
enthusiasts and sports historians alike. The Kentucky Derby, known as "The Most Exciting Two
Minutes in Sports," has witnessed numerous thrilling races since its inception in 1875. Among these,
certain races stand out for their unexpected outcomes that defied odds and expert predictions. This
article explores the most remarkable and surprising moments in Kentucky Derby history where
underdogs triumphed against all expectations. By delving into the details of these races, including
the horses, jockeys, odds, and circumstances, readers can gain a deeper understanding of what
makes the Kentucky Derby so unpredictable and exciting. Additionally, the article highlights how
these upsets impacted the sport and the legacy of the Derby. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history and related notable
surprises.

The 1913 Kentucky Derby: Donerail’s Shocking Victory

Other Notable Upsets in Kentucky Derby History

Factors Contributing to Major Derby Upsets

Impact of Upsets on the Kentucky Derby and Horse Racing

The 1913 Kentucky Derby: Donerail’s Shocking Victory

The 1913 Kentucky Derby remains the quintessential example of the biggest upset in Kentucky
Derby history. Donerail, a relatively unknown horse with long odds, managed to clinch victory in one
of the most surprising finishes ever recorded at Churchill Downs. Entering the race as a 91-1 long
shot, Donerail’s win stunned spectators, bettors, and experts alike.

Background and Pre-Race Expectations

Before the 1913 Derby, Donerail was not considered a serious contender. The horse had shown
inconsistent performances leading up to the race, and his connections were modest compared to the
more prominent stables competing. With a field of strong competitors favored by bettors and
analysts, Donerail’s chances were widely dismissed. The 91-1 odds reflected this consensus, making
his eventual victory an extraordinary event in the sport’s history.

The Race and Outcome



On May 10, 1913, Donerail broke from the gate with little fanfare, but as the race unfolded, jockey
Roscoe Goose guided the horse skillfully through the pack. Against all expectations, Donerail surged
ahead in the final stretch, crossing the finish line first by a margin of lengths. This upset not only
shocked the racing community but also resulted in the highest payout in Derby history for a winning
wager at that time.

Significance of Donerail’s Victory

Donerail’s victory is widely regarded as the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history due to the
unprecedented odds and the definitive nature of the win. It demonstrated that even the least favored
horses could triumph on the grandest stage. This race has since become a symbol of unpredictability
and excitement in horse racing, inspiring countless fans and bettors to hope for similar surprises.

Other Notable Upsets in Kentucky Derby History

While Donerail’s 1913 win stands out, several other races in Kentucky Derby history have featured
surprising outcomes that qualify as significant upsets. These races often involved underdog horses
defying expectations and overcoming favored competitors.

Genuine Risk (1947)

Genuine Risk was the second filly ever to win the Kentucky Derby and was considered an underdog
entering the race. Despite facing skepticism about a filly’s ability to compete with male horses,
Genuine Risk secured a victory that surprised many and became a milestone for female horses in the
sport.

Mine That Bird (2009)

Mine That Bird entered the 2009 Derby as a 50-1 outsider with few expecting a strong performance.
However, the horse produced a stunning come-from-behind victory, capturing the imagination of
fans worldwide. The upset was characterized by Mine That Bird’s late surge and the jockey’s expert
timing, making it one of the most thrilling Derby finishes in recent decades.

Other Surprising Winners

Emperor of Norfolk (1888) – Overcame strong favorites in a dramatic finish.

Black Gold (1924) – Won despite long odds and challenging race conditions.



Giants Causeway (2000) – Though not a winner, his unexpected strong showing shifted betting
perspectives.

Factors Contributing to Major Derby Upsets

Several factors can contribute to the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history or any major horse
race. Understanding these elements helps explain why certain races defy expectations and produce
surprising winners.

Race Conditions and Track Variables

Weather, track surface, and other environmental conditions significantly impact race outcomes.
Muddy or slippery tracks can disadvantage favored horses accustomed to fast, dry surfaces, allowing
underdogs better suited to the conditions to excel.

Jockey Strategy and Performance

The skill and decisions made by jockeys during the race are critical. A well-timed move, effective
positioning, or exploiting weaknesses in competitors can turn the tide in favor of an underestimated
horse. In many upset victories, jockeys have played pivotal roles in executing winning strategies.

Horse Health and Conditioning

Unexpected illnesses, injuries, or poor conditioning can impair top contenders, while lesser-known
horses may enter the race in peak health, gaining an advantage. The physical and mental state of the
horses on race day can dramatically influence results.

Betting Odds and Public Perception

Odds reflect public and expert predictions but do not guarantee outcomes. Sometimes, horses with
long odds are underestimated due to limited prior success, underexposure, or biases. These
miscalculations can lead to historic upsets.

Impact of Upsets on the Kentucky Derby and Horse



Racing

The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history and other surprising outcomes have far-reaching
effects on the sport, betting markets, and fan engagement. These moments contribute to the
enduring appeal of the Derby and horse racing as a whole.

Influence on Betting and Wagering

Major upsets often lead to significant payouts for bettors who took chances on long shots. These
events encourage more diverse wagering strategies and maintain excitement among bettors,
knowing that improbable victories are possible.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Upset victories become part of racing lore, inspiring stories, documentaries, and media coverage
that celebrate the unpredictability of the sport. They also highlight the human and equine elements
that make horse racing compelling.

Encouragement for New Competitors

The possibility of an upset motivates owners, trainers, and jockeys to continue striving for success,
regardless of their horses’ perceived chances. It fosters a competitive environment where every
participant believes in the potential for greatness.

Unexpected outcomes keep the Kentucky Derby an iconic and thrilling event.1.

Upsets enhance the sport’s unpredictability, drawing new fans and maintaining interest.2.

Historic surprises contribute to the rich tradition and storytelling within horse racing.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in Kentucky Derby
history?
The biggest upset in Kentucky Derby history is often considered to be when Donerail won in 1913 at
odds of 91-1, the longest odds winner in the race's history.



Who was the longest odds winner in Kentucky Derby history?
Donerail holds the record as the longest odds winner in Kentucky Derby history, winning in 1913 at
91-1 odds.

Why was Donerail's victory in 1913 such a huge upset?
Donerail's victory was a huge upset because he was a massive underdog with 91-1 odds, and no one
expected him to win against a strong field of competitors.

Has there been any upset in the Kentucky Derby comparable
to Donerail's win?
While there have been other surprising winners, none have matched the magnitude of Donerail's
91-1 upset, making it the most significant upset in Derby history.

What factors contributed to the biggest upset in the Kentucky
Derby?
Factors contributing to the biggest upset include the underdog horse's unexpected performance,
possible underestimation by bettors, and sometimes race-day conditions favoring the long shot.

How did Donerail's upset win impact the Kentucky Derby
betting culture?
Donerail's upset win demonstrated that long shots could win, encouraging bettors to consider higher
odds horses and adding excitement and unpredictability to Derby betting.

Are there any recent Kentucky Derby upsets comparable to the
biggest upset in history?
Recent Kentucky Derby races have seen surprise winners, but none have matched the extreme odds
and shock value of Donerail's 1913 upset.

What lessons do trainers and bettors learn from the biggest
upset in Kentucky Derby history?
Trainers and bettors learn that anything can happen in horse racing, emphasizing the importance of
thorough preparation, not underestimating any competitor, and the unpredictability of the sport.

Additional Resources
1. Secretariat’s Shadow: The Greatest Kentucky Derby Upset
This book delves into the stunning 1973 Kentucky Derby where Secretariat, the overwhelming
favorite, faced an unexpected challenge. It explores the race dynamics, the underdog horse’s
journey, and the shock waves sent through the horse racing community. With insider interviews and



detailed race analysis, readers get an in-depth look at one of the biggest upsets in Derby history.

2. Mine That Bird: Against All Odds in the Kentucky Derby
A captivating recount of Mine That Bird's improbable victory in the 2009 Kentucky Derby, this book
highlights the horse’s unlikely rise from obscurity. It details the story of the underdog jockey,
trainer, and the surprising win that defied all expectations. The narrative offers inspiration and a
behind-the-scenes look at the path to one of racing’s most memorable upsets.

3. Giant’s Causeway: The Derby Day Shock
This title explores an often-overlooked upset involving Giant’s Causeway, focusing on the
unexpected twists during a high-stakes Kentucky Derby. The book examines the strategies,
conditions, and participants that led to a surprising outcome. Through vivid storytelling, it captures
the drama and unpredictability of horse racing’s biggest day.

4. Dark Horse Rising: The 1913 Kentucky Derby Upset
Focusing on the legendary victory of Donerail, who won at 91-1 odds, this book is a detailed
chronicle of the 1913 Derby’s greatest upset. It offers historical context, race day drama, and the
lasting impact of this shocker on the sport. Readers gain insight into how an overlooked horse
captured the hearts of racing fans forever.

5. The Longshot Legend: Breaking Records at the Derby
This book profiles various longshot winners in Kentucky Derby history, emphasizing the most
surprising and game-changing upsets. It combines storytelling with statistical analysis to show how
unlikely contenders have shaped the race’s legacy. The narrative provides a thrilling perspective on
what it takes to defy the odds on Derby day.

6. Upset at Churchill Downs: When the Underdogs Take the Lead
A comprehensive look at the Kentucky Derby’s most shocking upsets, this book captures the
excitement and unpredictability of the race. It spotlights several underdog victories and the factors
contributing to these surprises. Through engaging anecdotes and expert commentary, it celebrates
the spirit of competition and chance in horse racing.

7. From Dark Horse to Derby Winner: Stories of Stunning Victories
This collection of stories highlights some of the most unexpected Kentucky Derby triumphs
throughout history. Each chapter focuses on a different upset, providing background, race details,
and the aftermath. The book is an inspiring tribute to perseverance and the thrill of the unexpected
in horse racing.

8. The Miracle at the Derby: Unbelievable Upsets That Shook the Racing World
Detailing several miraculous Kentucky Derby upsets, this book captures the moments when history
was rewritten by unexpected winners. It includes firsthand accounts from jockeys, trainers, and fans
who witnessed these incredible feats. The book emphasizes the drama and emotional highs that
make the Derby a premier sporting event.

9. Underdog Triumphs: Kentucky Derby’s Biggest Shocks and Surprises
This title offers an in-depth analysis of the most significant upsets in Kentucky Derby history,
blending historical research with compelling storytelling. It explores how these surprises impacted
the sport and the betting public. Readers will uncover the stories behind the odds and the horses
who defied them to claim victory.
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  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Betting on Horse Racing For Dummies Richard
Eng, 2022-12-28 Betting on Horse Racing For Dummies is packed with information that teaches you
the ins and outs of the racetrack. You’ll learn how to improve your odds, avoid common betting
mistakes, and just plain have fun at the races. This is a spectator’s easy-to-understand guide, so
you’ll have no trouble identifying the racing breeds with their strengths and weaknesses, sizing up
the jockey, understanding the importance and role of a trainer, placing bets, managing money, and
beyond. Can’t make it to the track? No worries! You’ll get the scoop on online betting with off track
betting sites and apps. This update covers the latest changes in the betting world and in the racing
world, so you’ll know just what you’re wagering. Learn about the different types of horse racing
Discover and identify the best racing breeds Know your jockeys and trainers Make smart wagers and
manage your funds For beginning betters, Betting on Horse Racing For Dummies is your ticket to
well informed wagers and a winning edge. Already know the ropes? You’ll love the market trends
and insider tips you’ll find inside.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Horse Racing's Most Wanted David L. Hudson,
2011-05-31 Known as the sport of kings, horse racing has been around the track, so to speak. Out of
the gates as early as ancient GreeceOCOs Olympic Games, racing would truly find its footing
centuries later when Arabian horses were brought to England during the Crusades. Soon nobles
with deep pockets were striking friendly wagers, and by Queen AnneOCOs reign, races with big
purses were off and runningOCoand making their way across the pond. In the United States, horse
racing has given the world of professional sportsOCoeven baseballOCoa run for its money. In Horse
RacingOCOs Most WantedOao, readers will have the inside track on the sport that draws more than
a million viewers every spring with the Triple Crown. Only eleven horses have swept this illustrious
series in its 130-year history. Race alongside these near-mythical champions, the jockeys and
trainers who spurred them on, and the many competitors who came, raced, but did not conquer.
Whether or not itOCOs the Derby, this sport is exciting. Learn about the fastest fillies, oddest names,
greatest tracks, studliest siresOCoand more. Author David L. Hudson Jr. returns to the Most
WantedOao series with more than fifty lists that cover the sportOCOs surprising upsets, tragic falls,
and photo-finish races. No matter if you win, place, or show, this book is a sure bet.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The 10 Best Kentucky Derbies The Staff and
Correspondents of The Blood-Horse, 2024-04-02 What makes a Kentucky Derby among the best of
all time? Secretariat’s record-setting effort? Regret’s achievement as the first filly to win the
vaunted classic, or legendary jockey Bill Shoemaker’s misjudgment of the finish line that cost his
horse the race? And what about the famous “Fighting Finish” or Black Gold’s “dream-come-true”
victory? The eagerly anticipated showdowns between Affirmed and Alydar and between Citation and
Coaltown made those respective Derbies unforgettable to those who were around to experience
them. And who can discount Alysheba’s near-disastrous stumble and remarkable recovery, the
brilliant training behind Whirlaway’s victory, and Canonero II’s rags-to-riches fairy tale? A panel of
racing experts selected these ten Kentucky Derbies as the all-time greatest, most exciting, and
riveting first Saturdays in May. These stories, recounted by a diverse and talented group of Turf
writers, await the reader, along with a kaleidoscope of vibrant images only the Kentucky Derby can
produce.This edition includes a new bonus chapter on Rich Strike’s astonishing 2022 Derby win.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The Kentucky Derby, Preakness and Belmont
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Stakes Richard Sowers, 2014-03-11 This is the definitive history of thoroughbred racing's three
premier events, which have never before been explored in such detail. This book gives the history of
America's classic races from the inaugural Belmont Stakes in 1867 through 2013, identifying which
equine participants were truly worthy of lasting acclaim and which were one-hit wonders. Perhaps
even more compelling are the stories of the men and women who rode, trained, owned, or bred
classic winners, including their exploits on the turf and their triumphs and failures in arenas far
removed from horse racing.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: I'll Play These Bob Markus, 2011-07-19 Writing in
a golden age of sports, Bob Markus, like a Zelig or a Forrest Gump, was present at many of the most
famous-or infamous--sports events of that time. He was there for the Franco Harris Immaculate
Reception, for the tragic 1972 Munich Olympics and the stunning upset of the United States
basketball team by the Russians, with an assist by the game officials, for the over-hyped Bobby
Riggs-Billie Jean King tennis match, for the first Muhammad Ali-Joe Frazier heavyweight
Championship Fight and several college football so-called games of the century. The athletes he
interviewed and wrote about included Ali, Joe Frazier, Michael Jordan, Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer,
Roberto Clemente, Mario Andretti and Joe DiMaggio. Here are many of his best columns and stories,
interspersed with the story of his own sports writing life. You'll read of the day Ali admitted to him
he was afraid each time he stepped in a ring and of the tragic 1973 Indianapolis 500 in which driver
Swede Savage, a good friend was killed. And, you'll read about office politics and behind the scenes
maneuvering that resulted in one man's journey from ecstasy to angst.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Biggest Underdogs Ava Thompson, AI,
2025-02-20 Biggest Underdogs examines the captivating phenomenon of underdogs achieving the
impossible in sports, offering a blend of sports history, biography, and psychological insight. It
explores how teams and individual athletes overcome significant odds to achieve remarkable
victories. One intriguing aspect is the role of strategic innovation, where underdogs often devise
unique game strategies out of necessity. Another is the psychological advantage gained from
embracing their underdog status, turning perceived weaknesses into strengths. The book uniquely
combines statistical analysis, interviews, and historical accounts to dissect the anatomy of underdog
wins. It progresses by first establishing the significance of the underdog concept. It then delves into
case studies and is further divided into three key parts: psychological fortitude, innovative
methodologies, and societal contributions. By analyzing team dynamics, motivation, and leadership,
the book provides actionable insights applicable beyond the sports arena, making it valuable for
anyone interested in performance enhancement and overcoming adversity.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Escaping the Flatline Archie Mitchell, 2022-10-06
This is an addict’s personal journey from absolute darkness to the light of a loving and merciful God.
Through whispers to his heart, he has documented each step of the way in the most worldly relative
ways. A spiritual journey to recovery designed to guide one completely lost on a step by step path to
redemption, ultimately culminating in the love of a Savior.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: History of the Kentucky Derby, 1875-1921 John
Lawrence O'Connor, 2022-09-16 In 'History of the Kentucky Derby, 1875-1921,' John Lawrence
O'Connor meticulously chronicles the early years of America's most iconic horse race, providing a
comprehensive overview of the event's evolution in its formative decades. O'Connor's writing blends
a scholarly approach with a captivating narrative style, making the book both informative and
engaging for readers interested in the history of horse racing and American sports culture. Through
detailed accounts of each race, O'Connor captures the excitement and drama that have defined the
Kentucky Derby for over a century, shedding light on the race's significance in the broader context
of American society during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The book also delves into the
social and economic factors that shaped the development of the Derby, offering readers a richer
understanding of this enduring sporting tradition. John Lawrence O'Connor brings a wealth of
knowledge and passion for horse racing history to his work, drawing on extensive research and a
deep appreciation for the sport's heritage. His expertise and meticulous attention to detail make



'History of the Kentucky Derby, 1875-1921' a must-read for anyone curious about the origins and
early years of this legendary event
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The Derby Dream Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-13
The Kentucky Derby is the most exciting two minutes in sports. It is a race that captures the
imagination of people all over the world. The Derby is a test of speed, stamina, and heart. It is a race
that can change the lives of the horses, jockeys, trainers, and owners involved. In this book,
Pasquale De Marco takes you on a journey through the world of the Kentucky Derby. You'll learn
about the history of the race, the horses that have won it, and the people who have made it what it is
today. You'll also get an insider's look at the Kentucky Derby experience, from the parties and
parades to the race itself. Whether you're a lifelong fan of the Kentucky Derby or you're just curious
about what all the fuss is about, this book is for you. Pasquale De Marco provides everything you
need to know about the Derby, from the basics of the race to the latest news and gossip. **Inside,
You'll Find:** * The history of the Kentucky Derby, from its humble beginnings to its current status
as the most prestigious race in the world * Profiles of some of the most famous Kentucky Derby
winners, including Secretariat, Man o' War, and American Pharoah * A look at the Kentucky Derby's
impact on American culture, from fashion to music to film * Tips for planning your own Kentucky
Derby experience, from choosing the right outfit to finding the best seats at Churchill Downs **The
Derby Dream is the perfect book for anyone who wants to learn more about the Kentucky Derby.**
It's also a great gift for any horse racing fan. **Order your copy today!** If you like this book, write a
review on google books!
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2023 James Buckley Jr.,
2022-12-06 The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories.
Look back on another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for
2023. Get up close and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and
more in this perfect book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Control Joanna Reeder, 2020-04-16 Dream Walker
Rules: -Observe, don’t interact -Keep track of your reality -DON'T change the past Welcome to
Dream Walker Academy! A school for time-traveling dream walkers who want to hone their gifts and
not lose their sanity in the process. Five years ago, Sebastien took control of his life and ran away to
attend Dream Walker Academy. He’s never looked back. He has an incredible gift which allows him
to travel back in time to a specific date TO THE SECOND. But it won’t get his mom and little sister
away from his abusive dad. He'll need money for that. A lot of money. So, when the opportunity
presents itself to bring clients on dream walking trips to historical events for a substantial payout,
he snags the job. Now that he’s back in control, his family will be safe in no time. But maybe he
should have listened to the warnings of girl-next-door, Tessa Stewart. Not because she's getting
under his skin, or even because she's incredibly fun to flirt with, but as a dream walker who
remembers all timelines, she might know what she’s talking about. Still, his clients aren’t hurting
anyone, even if they’re breaking all the dream walker rules for their own gain. (until they do and he
tries to quit) As long as his mom and sister are safe, he’s happy. (except they won’t be unless he
continues to cooperate) Oh, and they’ve threatened to erase Tessa from existence. Sebastien is the
King of Control… he’s got this. Right? Full of twists, time travel, and a hint of romance, CONTROL is
the second book in the Dream Walker Academy series written by USA Today bestselling author,
Joanna Reeder that will keep you turning pages late into the night!
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The Best Mistake He Ever Made Jim Allen,
2021-06-03 Boredom from retirement is lost on a day when two retired friends discover the horror of
an auction where they have mistakenly bid on the wrong racehorse. But perhaps a hidden blessing
may have been planned, unknown to these horse lovers. God allows trouble to help us grow, and
with God, all things are possible. Join Jim and Norm and lady jock Vickie in the training of a wonder
horse. Charlie and his trainer, Steve, take the reader on a fantastic fairy tale of an adventure.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The Weeks and Months of Sport David Faris,
2010 A guide to the unique sports personality of each week and month of the year. -- Cover.



  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Jockey's Guild - History of Race Riding , 1999-06-15
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: 100 Things Louisville Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die Mike Rutherford, Rick Pitino, 2017-10-15 This guide is the ultimate resource for
true fans of the Cardinals. Whether you cheered along for the 1980 and 1986 March Madness
victories, or whether you're a more recent supporter in the Rick Pitino era, these are the 100 things
every fan needs to know and do in their lifetime. Experienced sportswriter Mike Rutherford has
collected every essential piece of Louisville knowledge and trivia, as well as must-do activities, and
ranks them all from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist as you progress
on your way to fan superstardom.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: A Century of Horse Racing Memories Drew Slater,
2019-08-13 This book profiles the two hundred most famous racehorses of the twentieth century and
gives ratings for six hundred others. What juvenile star beat older horses twice? What was the final
score between Affirmed and Alydar? What was Man o’ War’s greatest victory margin? How many
starts did indestructible mare Imp make? What male champion did the great filly Twilight Tear
whip? Who beat both Exceller and John Henry on grass? Who defeated Forego, Secretariat, and Riva
Ridge? How much weight did Discovery carry when he was only four? Learn the answers and many
more in this landmark book!
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: A Brief History of Northern Kentucky Robert D.
Webster, 2019-09-03 Thousands of years ago, the land that would become Northern Kentucky
emerged above sea level when a large portion of the continental plate bulged upward. Today, the
region rests on the crest of that uplift, known as the Cincinnati Arch. And just like the fascinating
geology of this region, Northern Kentucky continues to grow and develop. From the arrival of the
Native Americans, to the first European settlers in the late 1700s, to the building of Ark Encounter
at Williamstown in 2016, Northern Kentucky's landscape and population have changed dramatically.
This encompassing study delves into the region's unique past and considers its ever-evolving future.
Provided is a wide-ranging overview of Northern Kentucky's rich history, including details about its
early pioneers such as James Taylor Jr., Simon Kenton, and Daniel Boone, who knew the potential of
the incredibly beautiful territory they had discovered at the mouth of the Licking River. The
collection also chronicles significant historic moments, like the Battle of Blue Licks, the building of
the Roebling Bridge, and tragedies such as the Ohio River Flood of 1937 and the Beverly Hills
Supper Club fire of 1977. Famous Northern Kentuckians, such as singer and actress Rosemary
Clooney, artist Frank Duveneck, and performer Kenny Price, are also featured. This well-rounded
study also addresses the revitalization of the region—including the recent multi-billion-dollar
riverside developments in Covington, Newport, and Bellevue—and how Northern Kentucky has
evolved into one of the most desirable places in the country.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: The Kentucky Derby James C. Nicholson,
2012-05-05 Each year on the first Saturday in May, the world turns its attention to the twin spires of
Churchill Downs for the high-stakes excitement of the greatest two minutes in sports, the Kentucky
Derby. No American sporting event can claim the history, tradition, or pageantry that the Kentucky
Derby holds. For more than 130 years, spectators have been fascinated by the magnificent horses
that run the Louisville track. Thoroughbreds such as Secretariat and Barbaro have earned instant
international fame, along with jockeys such as Isaac Murphy, Ron Turcotte, and Calvin Borel. The
Kentucky Derby: How the Run for the Roses Became America's Premier Sporting Event calls this
great tradition to post and illuminates its history and culture. Rising from its humble beginnings as
an American variation of England's Epsom Derby, the Kentucky Derby became a centerpiece of
American sports and the racing industry, confirming Kentucky's status as the Horse Capital of the
World. James C. Nicholson argues that the Derby, at its essence, is a celebration of a place, existing
as a connection between Kentucky's mythic past and modern society. The Derby is more than just a
horse race—it is an experience enhanced by familiar traditions, icons, and images that help Derby
fans to understand Kentucky and define themselves as Americans. Today the Kentucky Derby
continues to attract international attention from royalty, celebrities, racing fans, and those who



simply enjoy an icy mint julep, a fabulous hat, and a wager on who will make it to the winner's circle.
Nicholson provides an intriguing and thorough history of the Kentucky Derby, examining the
tradition, spectacle, culture, and evolution of the Kentucky Derby—the brightest jewel of the Triple
Crown.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Best of Talkin' Horses Ron Mitchell, 2008 Best of
Talkin' Horses features provocative chats with Thoroughbred racing's most prominent names.
Adapted from the popular weekly online series of the same name hosted by Bloodhorse.com, this
edited collection will provide additional insights by Ron Mitchell.
  biggest upset in kentucky derby history: Sports in America from Colonial Times to the
Twenty-First Century: An Encyclopedia Steven A. Riess, 2015-03-26 A unique new reference
work, this encyclopedia presents a social, cultural, and economic history of American sports from
hunting, bowling, and skating in the sixteenth century to televised professional sports and the X
Games today. Nearly 400 articles examine historical and cultural aspects of leagues, teams,
institutions, major competitions, the media and other related industries, as well as legal and social
issues, economic factors, ethnic and racial participation, and the growth of institutions and venues.
Also included are biographical entries on notable individuals—not just outstanding athletes, but
owners and promoters, journalists and broadcasters, and innovators of other kinds—along with
in-depth entries on the history of major and minor sports from air racing and archery to wrestling
and yachting. A detailed chronology, master bibliography, and directory of institutions,
organizations, and governing bodies—plus more than 100 vintage and contemporary
photographs—round out the coverage.
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