
big law practice areas

big law practice areas encompass a wide range of specialized legal fields
that large law firms typically focus on to serve high-profile clients,
including corporations, financial institutions, and government entities.
These practice areas often require in-depth expertise, extensive resources,
and the ability to handle complex transactions or litigation. Understanding
the scope and characteristics of big law practice areas is essential for
clients seeking legal representation and for legal professionals aiming to
specialize in these domains. This article explores the most prominent big law
practice areas, detailing their functions, typical cases, and the skills
required for success. From corporate law to intellectual property, each
section offers insights into the core disciplines that define the landscape
of large-scale legal practice. The overview also highlights the significance
of regulatory compliance and dispute resolution within the big law
environment. Below is a table of contents outlining the main practice areas
examined in this article.

Corporate and Transactional Law

Litigation and Dispute Resolution

Intellectual Property Law

Labor and Employment Law

Real Estate and Finance Law

Regulatory and Compliance Law

Corporate and Transactional Law

Corporate and transactional law represents one of the cornerstone big law
practice areas, focusing on the legal needs of businesses in various
commercial activities. This area primarily deals with mergers and
acquisitions, securities offerings, corporate governance, and contract
drafting and negotiation. Large law firms often advise multinational
corporations and private equity firms, providing strategic counsel to
facilitate complex deals and ensure regulatory compliance.

Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A)

M&A is a critical subfield within corporate law where attorneys assist
clients in buying, selling, or merging companies. Big law firms bring
expertise in conducting due diligence, negotiating terms, and structuring
transactions to minimize risk and maximize value. These deals often involve
cross-border elements, requiring knowledge of international law and tax
considerations.



Securities and Capital Markets

This subpractice involves advising companies on issuing stocks and bonds,
complying with securities regulations, and managing public offerings. Lawyers
in this area help clients navigate the complex requirements of the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC) and other regulatory bodies, ensuring
transparency and legal compliance.

Corporate Governance

Corporate governance focuses on establishing policies and practices that
dictate how a corporation is directed and controlled. Big law firms counsel
boards of directors and executive management on fiduciary duties, shareholder
rights, and compliance with laws to promote ethical and effective corporate
oversight.

Contract drafting and negotiation

Private equity and venture capital transactions

Joint ventures and strategic alliances

Litigation and Dispute Resolution

Litigation and dispute resolution constitute a major big law practice area
dedicated to representing clients in court and alternative dispute
mechanisms. Firms in this sector handle a broad spectrum of civil and
commercial disputes, including class actions, antitrust cases, and securities
litigation. Expertise in procedural rules, evidence, and trial advocacy is
essential.

Commercial Litigation

Commercial litigation involves resolving disputes arising from business
activities, such as breach of contract, fraud, or partnership disagreements.
Big law litigators often manage high-stakes cases requiring complex legal
strategies and coordination with expert witnesses.

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

ADR encompasses methods like arbitration and mediation that offer clients
faster, less adversarial resolutions than traditional trials. Big law firms
increasingly incorporate ADR into their practice to provide flexible and
cost-effective dispute management solutions.

Antitrust and Competition Law

This subfield deals with cases involving monopolistic practices, price-



fixing, and other violations of competition laws. Lawyers advise clients on
compliance and represent them in investigations and litigation before federal
and state agencies.

Class action defense

Intellectual property disputes

Employment-related litigation

Intellectual Property Law

Intellectual property (IP) law is a vital big law practice area that protects
the creations of the mind, including inventions, trademarks, copyrights, and
trade secrets. Large law firms serve clients in technology, pharmaceuticals,
entertainment, and manufacturing by securing and enforcing their IP rights.

Patent Law

Patent law involves obtaining and defending patents, which grant inventors
exclusive rights to their inventions. Attorneys in this practice area work
closely with inventors and patent offices, as well as litigate infringement
cases to protect clients' innovations.

Trademark and Copyright Law

This subpractice focuses on safeguarding brand identities and creative works.
Trademark lawyers register and enforce brand names and logos, while copyright
attorneys deal with artistic and literary works, ensuring protection against
unauthorized use.

Trade Secret Protection

Trade secret law helps companies maintain the confidentiality of valuable
business information. Big law firms advise on preventative measures and
litigate cases involving misappropriation of trade secrets.

IP portfolio management

Licensing agreements

IP due diligence in transactions



Labor and Employment Law

Labor and employment law is a significant big law practice area that
addresses workplace-related legal issues. Firms provide counsel on employment
contracts, compliance with labor regulations, workplace discrimination, and
collective bargaining. This area is critical for companies aiming to maintain
productive and legally compliant work environments.

Employment Litigation

Employment litigation involves defending or prosecuting claims related to
wrongful termination, harassment, discrimination, and wage disputes. Big law
attorneys represent both employers and employees in state and federal courts.

Workplace Compliance and Policy

Lawyers advise organizations on compliance with laws such as the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA), the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), and the
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA). Drafting employee handbooks and
internal policies is also a key function.

Collective Bargaining and Labor Relations

This subfield covers negotiations between employers and labor unions,
addressing contracts, grievances, and labor disputes. Big law firms often
provide strategic guidance to large employers in unionized industries.

Employee benefits and compensation

Workplace investigations

Immigration and employment authorization

Real Estate and Finance Law

Real estate and finance law is another critical big law practice area
involving property transactions, development projects, and financial
structuring. Large law firms work with developers, lenders, investors, and
government agencies to facilitate complex real estate deals and financing
arrangements.

Real Estate Transactions

Attorneys handle purchase and sale agreements, leasing, zoning issues, and
land use regulations. Expertise in due diligence and risk assessment is
essential for ensuring successful real estate closings.



Project Finance and Development

This subpractice focuses on structuring financing for large-scale development
projects, including commercial buildings, infrastructure, and renewable
energy installations. Lawyers coordinate with multiple stakeholders to secure
funding and navigate regulatory approvals.

Banking and Financial Services

Big law firms advise financial institutions on regulatory compliance, loan
documentation, and securities offerings. This area also covers restructuring
and insolvency matters when clients face financial distress.

Real estate investment trusts (REITs)

Construction law

Mortgage financing

Regulatory and Compliance Law

Regulatory and compliance law is a pervasive big law practice area that
ensures clients adhere to complex legal frameworks governing industries such
as healthcare, finance, energy, and telecommunications. Law firms assist with
internal audits, regulatory filings, and investigations by government
agencies.

Healthcare Compliance

Healthcare law specialists help clients comply with laws such as HIPAA, the
Affordable Care Act, and Medicare regulations. They also advise on fraud and
abuse laws and represent clients in regulatory investigations.

Financial Regulatory Compliance

Lawyers guide banks, investment firms, and insurance companies through the
requirements imposed by agencies like the SEC, FINRA, and the CFPB. Ensuring
compliance helps prevent costly penalties and reputational damage.

Environmental and Energy Regulation

This subfield addresses compliance with environmental laws and regulations
affecting energy production, waste management, and emissions. Big law firms
counsel clients on permits, enforcement actions, and sustainability
initiatives.

Anti-corruption and anti-money laundering laws



Data privacy and cybersecurity regulations

Government investigations and enforcement defense

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common practice areas in big law
firms?

The most common practice areas in big law firms include corporate law,
mergers and acquisitions, litigation, intellectual property, real estate, tax
law, banking and finance, labor and employment, and regulatory/compliance.

Why is corporate law a popular practice area in big
law firms?

Corporate law is popular because it involves advising businesses on their
legal rights, responsibilities, and obligations, including mergers and
acquisitions, corporate governance, and compliance, which are critical for
large corporations.

How important is intellectual property law in big law
firms today?

Intellectual property law is increasingly important due to the rise of
technology, innovation, and digital assets, as companies seek to protect
patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets.

What role does litigation play in big law firms?

Litigation is a core practice area in big law firms, involving representing
clients in civil lawsuits, complex commercial disputes, class actions, and
regulatory enforcement matters.

Are environmental law and energy law significant
practice areas in big law?

Yes, environmental and energy law are significant due to increasing
regulatory scrutiny, sustainability initiatives, and the transition to
renewable energy sources affecting large corporations and industries.

How do banking and finance practice areas fit into
big law firms?

Banking and finance practice areas focus on advising financial institutions
and corporations on loans, securities, capital markets, and regulatory
compliance, which are essential for economic growth and corporate
transactions.



What is the scope of labor and employment law in big
law firms?

Labor and employment law covers issues such as workplace discrimination, wage
and hour laws, employee benefits, union relations, and compliance with labor
regulations, which are critical for large employers.

How do big law firms support clients in regulatory
and compliance matters?

Big law firms help clients navigate complex regulations across industries,
ensuring compliance with laws such as anti-corruption, data privacy,
healthcare, and financial regulations to avoid penalties and reputational
damage.

Is real estate law a prominent practice area in big
law firms?

Real estate law remains prominent, involving commercial real estate
transactions, financing, leasing, land use, and development, especially in
urban and corporate environments where large-scale projects are common.

Additional Resources
1. Corporate Law Essentials
This book offers a comprehensive overview of corporate law, covering key
topics such as mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance, and securities
regulation. It is designed for both law students and practicing attorneys who
want to deepen their understanding of corporate structures and legal
compliance. The text includes real-world case studies and practical examples
to illustrate complex concepts.

2. Intellectual Property Law: Cases and Materials
Focusing on patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets, this book
provides a detailed examination of intellectual property law. It includes
landmark cases, statutes, and analysis that highlight the evolving nature of
IP protection. The book is an essential resource for lawyers working in
technology, entertainment, and innovation-driven industries.

3. Litigation Strategies for Complex Commercial Disputes
This volume explores the tactics and procedures involved in commercial
litigation, including pre-trial motion practice, discovery, and trial
preparation. It emphasizes strategies for handling large-scale disputes
involving corporations, partnerships, and financial institutions. Practical
guidance is provided on case management and alternative dispute resolution
methods.

4. Real Estate Law and Transactions
Covering the legal aspects of real estate development, financing, leasing,
and sales, this book is a go-to resource for real estate attorneys. It
addresses zoning laws, title issues, and environmental regulations that
affect property transactions. The text also discusses recent trends in real
estate law and their implications for practitioners.

5. Banking and Finance Law Handbook



This handbook provides an in-depth look at the legal framework governing
banking operations, loan agreements, and regulatory compliance. It covers
topics such as secured transactions, bankruptcy implications, and
international finance laws. The book is tailored for lawyers advising
financial institutions and corporate clients.

6. Employment Law in the Modern Workplace
Focusing on employer-employee relations, this book addresses issues like
discrimination, wage and hour laws, workplace safety, and labor union
negotiations. It offers practical advice for managing legal risks in hiring,
termination, and employee benefits. The text also explores recent legislative
changes and their impact on employment practices.

7. Environmental Law and Policy
This comprehensive guide covers the major statutes and regulations related to
environmental protection, including the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and
Superfund. It examines enforcement mechanisms, compliance strategies, and the
role of environmental impact assessments. Lawyers working with corporations
or government agencies will find this book invaluable.

8. Taxation of Corporations and Shareholders
This book delves into federal tax principles affecting corporations and their
shareholders, including income taxation, tax planning, and compliance issues.
It explains complex concepts such as corporate formations, distributions, and
reorganizations. The book is essential for tax attorneys and corporate
counsel aiming to optimize tax outcomes.

9. Antitrust Law and Economic Regulation
Exploring the laws that promote competition and prevent monopolistic
practices, this book analyzes key antitrust statutes like the Sherman Act and
the Clayton Act. It includes discussions on mergers, price-fixing, and market
allocation conspiracies. The text is valuable for attorneys involved in
regulatory compliance and litigation in competitive markets.
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  big law practice areas: BigLaw Mitt Regan, Lisa H. Rohrer, 2021-01-12 The Great Recession
intensified large law firms’ emphasis on financial performance, leading to claims that lawyers in
these firms were now guided by business rather than professional values. Based on interviews with
more than 250 partners in large firms, Mitt Regan and Lisa H. Rohrer suggest that the reality is
much more complex. It is true that large firm hiring, promotion, compensation, and termination
policies are more influenced by business considerations than ever before and that firms actively
recruit profitable partners from other firms to replace those they regard as unproductive. At the
same time, law firm partners continue to seek the non-financial rewards of being members of a
distinct profession and are sensitive to whether their firms are committed to providing them. Regan
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and Rohrer argue that modern firms responding effectively to business demands while credibly
affirming the importance of non-financial professional values can create strong cultures that
enhance their ability to weather the storms of the modern legal market.
  big law practice areas: Big Law in Latin America and Spain Manuel Gómez, Rogelio
Pérez-Perdomo, 2017-11-22 This book, part of the Stanford Law School research project on the
future of the legal profession, thoroughly examines the future of “big law,” defined as the large and
mid-size multiservice highly specialized law firms that provide sophisticated, complex and generally
costly legal work to multinationals, large and mid-size domestic corporations, and other business
clients. By systematically gathering, assessing, and analyzing the best available quantitative and
qualitative data on the first tier of the corporate legal services market of Latin America and Spain,
and interviewing a broadly representative sample of corporate legal officers, law firm partners, and
other stakeholders in each of the countries covered, this book provides a nuanced perspective on
changes in “big law” during the last two decades until the present. It also explores the factors that
are driving these changes, and the implications for the future of legal profession, legal education
and its relationship with the corporate sector and society in general.
  big law practice areas: The American Legal Profession Christopher P. Banks, 2023-11-10
This book is a tight and fresh analysis of the American legal profession and its significance to society
and its citizens. The book’s primary objective is to expose, and correct, the principal misconceptions
- myths - surrounding prelaw study, law school admission, law school, and the American legal
profession itself. These issues are vitally important to prelaw advisors and instructors in light of the
difficult problems caused by the Great Recessions of 2008 and 2020-2021 and the disruptions
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Aimed equally at prelaw advisors and potential law students, this
book can be used as a supplement in the interdisciplinary undergraduate law-related instructional
market, including courses that cater to majors/minors in political science and criminal justice in
particular. It can also be used in career counselling, internships, and the extensive paralegal
program market. New to the Second Edition Expanded coverage to include paralegal and legal
assistant training New material on women and minority law students who are transforming law
schools and the profession Explores challenges to the legal profession posed by economic recession,
COVID-19, high tuition rates, exploding student loan debt, internet technological advances, and
global competitive pressures, including legal outsourcing and DIY legal services Updated data and
tables along with all underlying research
  big law practice areas: Vault Guide to the Top Washington DC Law Firms , 2007-05-15
There is no more exciting place to be as an attorney than the nation's capital. The Guide is focused
entirely on major law firms with large offices in Washington, DC and covers more than 40 firms.
Based on surveys and interviews of attorneys at each firm. Thousands of lawyers provide in-depth
coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate culture, and other legal lifestyle issues.
  big law practice areas: ABA Journal , 2002-01 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  big law practice areas: Vault Guide to the Top Chicago and Midwest Law Firms Vera
Djordjevich, 2007-03-15 Welcome to the new, expanded edition of the Vault Guide to the Top
Chicago & Midwest Law Firms. We've invited associates at the region's top law firms to tell us about
their jobs, offer suggestions to prospective associates an.
  big law practice areas: Outsourcing Legal Services: Impact on National Law Practices Dennis
Campbell, 2012-03-01 This special issue of the Comparative Law Yearbook of International Business
addresses an important development in the globalization of international law practices, the
outsourcing legal services. Practitioners from the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany,
Gibraltar, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Nigeria, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Switzerland,
the United Kingdom, and the United States address a range of issues, including outsourcing legal
issues from a law department in a company to a law firm, the monopoly of a country’s law firm for
legal advice, sending legal advice to partner law firms abroad, and utilizing foreign providers of



basic legal and transactional services (such as services offered in India and The Philippines) for
routine legal tasks.
  big law practice areas: Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies Richard L Abel, Hilary
Sommerlad, Ole Hammerslev, Ulrike Schultz, 2022-05-05 This book presents an invaluable collection
of essays by eminent scholars from a wide variety of disciplines on the main issues currently
confronting legal professions across the world. It does this through a comparative analysis of the
data provided by the reports on 46 countries in its companion volume: Lawyers in 21st-Century
Societies: Vol. 1: National Reports (Hart 2020). Together these volumes build on the seminal
collection Lawyers in Society (Abel and Lewis 1988a; 1988b; 1989). The period since 1988 has seen
an acceleration and intensification of the global socio-economic, cultural and political developments
that in the 1980s were challenging traditional professional forms. Together with the striking
transformation of the world order as a result of the fall of the Soviet bloc, neo-liberalism,
globalisation, the financialisation of capitalism, technological innovations, and the changing
demography of lawyers, these developments underscored the need for a new, comparative
exploration of the legal professional field. This volume deepens the insights in volume 1, with
chapters on legal professions in Africa, Latin America, the Islamic world, emerging economies, and
former communist regimes. It also addresses theoretical questions, including the sociology of
lawyers and other professions (medicine, accountancy), state production, the rule of law, regional
bodies, large law firms, access to justice, technology, casualisation, cause lawyering, diversity
(gender, race, and masculinity), corruption, ethics regulation, and legal education. Together with
volume 1, it will inform and challenge conceptions of the contemporary profession, and stimulate
and support further research.
  big law practice areas: Small Law; Big Success Yussuf Aleem, Jacob Slowik, Harvard
Law-graduate authors Yussuf Aleem and Jacob Slowik built a multi-million dollar law practice before
they were 30 years old using a novel strategy of business niche specialization. They have now
written the story behind their success so that other attorneys can learn from their methods and grow
their own successful practices. Drawing on the authors’ own experiences and lessons with
illustrative examples and real-life applications, the book teaches how they used a novel strategy of
business niche specialization to quickly grow their law practice amidst a rapidly changing global
economy.
  big law practice areas: ABA Journal , 2003-07 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  big law practice areas: ABA Journal , 2003-08 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  big law practice areas: International Legal English Student's Book with Audio CDs (3)
Amy Krois-Lindner, TransLegal, 2011-07-14 International Legal English Second edition is the
definitive course for students who need to work in the international legal community. International
Legal English Second edition teaches learners how to use English in a commercial law environment
and is suitable for classroom use or self-study. This second edition has fully-updated content -
including twice the number of authentic case studies compared to the first edition - and contains a
new unit on Transnational Commercial Law. An updated pull-out glossary is included in the
Student's Book. International Legal English Second edition is ideal preparation for the Cambridge
International Legal English Certificate (ILEC) and contains exam practice tasks, exam tips and a
practice ILEC test.
  big law practice areas: Vault Guide to Tax Law Careers Shannon King Nash, 2004 This
guide offers expert advice on careers in tax law, including what kind of degree to get.
  big law practice areas: Plunder Brendan Ballou, 2023-05-02 The authoritative exposé of
private equity: what it is, how it kills businesses and jobs, how the government helps, and how we
stop it Private equity surrounds us. Firms like Blackstone, Carlyle, and KKR are among the largest



employers in America and hold assets that rival those of small countries. Yet few understand what
these firms are or how they work. In Plunder, Brendan Ballou explains how private equity has
reshaped American business by raising prices, reducing quality, cutting jobs, and shifting resources
from productive to unproductive parts of the economy. Ballou vividly illustrates how many private
equity firms buy up retailers, medical practices, prison services, nursing-home chains, and
mobile-home parks, among other businesses, using little of their own money to do it and avoiding
debt and liability for their actions. Forced to take on huge debts and pay extractive fees, companies
purchased by private equity firms are often left bankrupt, or shells of their former selves, with
consequences to communities that long depended on them. Perhaps most startling is Ballou’s insight
into how this is happening with the active support of various arms of the government. But, as Ballou
reveals in an agenda for reining in the industry, private equity can be stopped from wreaking further
havoc.
  big law practice areas: How Good Lawyers Survive Bad Times Sharon D. Nelson, James A.
Calloway, Ross L. Kodner, 2009 The weak economy and large number of firm layoffs have resulted in
a flood of potential new solo and small firm lawyers starting their own practices in the wake of the
exodus from BigLaw. Small practice lawyers, well seasoned or just starting out, can gain
immeasurably by just applying even a few of the myriad tips within this book.
  big law practice areas: The Business Year: Nigeria 2020 Peter Howson, Research for this
publication began in the wake of elections that saw the re-election of President Muhammadu Buhari,
who was sworn in on May 2019. The result brought an end to a period of political uncertainty and
added new vigor to Africa's largest economy. Nevertheless, despite this new-found stability, Nigeria
is still struggling to overcome the impact of years of recession, not to mention the challenges of the
low oil price environment and the effects of COVID-19 mitigation measures. This 188-page
publication covers finance, gas and power, oil and exploration, industry, IT and telecoms, transport,
construction, real estate, agriculture, health, entertainment, and tourism.
  big law practice areas: The Little Black Book of Business Writing Mark Tredinnick, Geoff
Whyte, 2010 Focuses on business documents and business-writing needs, making both the business
writer's job easier, not to mention the reader of the final version.
  big law practice areas: Business Development and Marketing for Lawyers Justin Grensing,
Linda Pophal, 2013-05-21 Attorneys learn a lot in law school, but one important thing they don't
learn much about is marketing. In today's opportunity-laden marketing environment attorneys have
many outlets to choose from-which can be both a benefit and a challenge. This book provides an
overview of marketing and its implications for attorneys in solo, small, mid-size or even large firm
environments. You will learn about the elements of the promotion mix, advantages and
disadvantages of each; how to generate publicity and media coverage; the importance of your web
site and how to maximize it for effectiveness; how to use social media effectively; developing
marketing plans and best practices in business development and networking. Importantly, this book
offers a strategic approach to marketing focusing not on one-off tactics, but on developing strategies
to drive desired outcomes. The practical approach taken will provide you with many key takeaways
and action items that you can immediately implement to grow your practice.
  big law practice areas: The Lawyer Bubble Steven J Harper, 2016-03-08 A noble profession is
facing its defining moment. From law schools to the prestigious firms that represent the pinnacle of
a legal career, a crisis is unfolding. News headlines tell part of the story—the growing oversupply of
new lawyers, widespread career dissatisfaction, and spectacular implosions of pre-eminent law
firms. Yet eager hordes of bright young people continue to step over each other as they seek jobs
with high rates of depression, life-consuming hours, and little assurance of financial stability. The
Great Recession has only worsened these trends, but correction is possible and, now, imperative. In
The Lawyer Bubble, Steven J. Harper reveals how a culture of short-term thinking has blinded some
of the nation’s finest minds to the long-run implications of their actions. Law school deans have
ceded independent judgment to flawed U.S. News & World Report rankings criteria in the quest to
maximize immediate results. Senior partners in the nation’s large law firms have focused on current



profits to enhance American Lawyer rankings and individual wealth at great cost to their
institutions. Yet, wiser decisions—being honest about the legal job market, revisiting the financial
incentives currently driving bad behavior, eliminating the billable hour model, and more—can take
the profession to a better place. A devastating indictment of the greed, shortsightedness, and
dishonesty that now permeate the legal profession, this insider account is essential reading for
anyone who wants to know how things went so wrong and how the profession can right itself once
again.
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