
biggest blown lead in nba history

biggest blown lead in nba history moments are among the most dramatic and unforgettable in professional
basketball. These games showcase the unpredictability and excitement that make the NBA a premier sports
league worldwide. When a team holds a commanding advantage only to lose it in spectacular fashion, the
event becomes a major talking point for fans, analysts, and historians alike. This article explores the biggest
blown lead in NBA history, detailing the circumstances, key players, and impact of these historic
comebacks. It also examines the psychological and strategic aspects behind such collapses and the lessons
learned by teams and coaches. Whether it’s a regular-season game or a high-stakes playoff matchup, blown
leads of significant size have shaped the narrative of NBA competition. Below is a detailed overview of the
most notable blown leads in NBA history, followed by analysis and context.

The Largest Blown Lead: Cleveland Cavaliers vs. Golden State Warriors (2016 NBA Finals)

Other Significant Blown Leads in NBA History

Factors Contributing to Blown Leads

Psychological Impact on Teams and Players

Lessons and Strategies to Prevent Big Leads from Being Lost

The Largest Blown Lead: Cleveland Cavaliers vs. Golden State
Warriors (2016 NBA Finals)

Overview of the 2016 NBA Finals Game 7
The most famous and widely recognized biggest blown lead in NBA history occurred during Game 7 of
the 2016 NBA Finals between the Cleveland Cavaliers and the Golden State Warriors. The Warriors, who
had set an NBA record for regular-season wins with 73, were expected to dominate the series. However,
the Cavaliers, led by LeBron James and Kyrie Irving, staged an extraordinary comeback. The Warriors
held a 3-1 series lead, but the Cavaliers rallied to win three straight games, culminating in Game 7. During
this decisive game, the Warriors built a 15-point lead in the third quarter, only to ultimately lose 93-89.
This comeback erased the largest blown lead in NBA Finals history and secured Cleveland’s first-ever
NBA championship.



Key Moments and Players
LeBron James played a pivotal role in overturning the Warriors' advantage with his triple-double
performance, including a crucial block and clutch baskets in the final minutes. Kyrie Irving’s three-pointer
over Stephen Curry in the closing moments sealed the victory. The Warriors’ blown lead was significant
not just in size but in the context of the stakes and expectations. This comeback is considered one of the
greatest in NBA history, emphasizing how even substantial leads can be reversed under intense pressure.

Other Significant Blown Leads in NBA History

Notable Examples of Large Leads Lost
While the 2016 NBA Finals Game 7 is the most prominent example, several other games feature some of
the biggest blown leads in NBA history. These instances highlight the volatility and competitive balance in
professional basketball.

Denver Nuggets vs. Utah Jazz (1996): The Nuggets blew a 36-point lead in the third quarter,
eventually losing 107-103. This remains the largest blown lead in a regular-season NBA game.

Los Angeles Clippers vs. Golden State Warriors (2019): The Clippers lost a 31-point lead in the fourth
quarter, with the Warriors completing an incredible comeback to win 135-131 in overtime.

Boston Celtics vs. Atlanta Hawks (2009 Playoffs): The Celtics lost a 24-point lead in the fourth quarter
during Game 4 of the first round, contributing to a series loss.

Miami Heat vs. Indiana Pacers (2013 Playoffs): The Pacers overcame a 26-point deficit in Game 1 of
the Eastern Conference Semifinals to stun the Heat.

Comparison of Blown Leads by Margin and Context
The magnitude of a blown lead is often measured by the point margin and the game situation, such as
regular season versus playoffs, or elimination games. Larger blown leads in regular-season games are
notable, but those occurring during playoffs or Finals carry greater historical significance due to the higher
stakes and pressure. The psychological and tactical factors can differ greatly depending on the context.



Factors Contributing to Blown Leads

Momentum Shifts and Team Dynamics
One primary factor behind blown leads is a shift in momentum. Basketball is a game of runs, and once a
trailing team gains confidence and energy, the leading team may struggle to respond effectively. Defensive
lapses, missed shots, and turnovers can accelerate this shift, allowing the opposition to chip away at the lead
rapidly. Team dynamics, including communication and cohesion, play a critical role in maintaining
composure during pressure situations.

Coaching Decisions and Adjustments
Coaching strategies can contribute to blown leads when adjustments fail or are slow to counter the
opponent’s tactics. For example, failure to respond to defensive changes, substitution mismanagement, or an
inability to control the pace of the game can allow the opposing team to exploit weaknesses. Conversely,
successful adjustments by the trailing team’s coaching staff can spark the comeback.

Fatigue and Physical Conditioning
Physical fatigue can impair performance on offense and defense, especially late in games. Teams with
insufficient stamina or depth may see their lead erode as key players tire. This factor often becomes more
pronounced in playoff games, where intensity and game pace are elevated.

Psychological Impact on Teams and Players

Pressure and Mental Resilience
Maintaining a large lead requires strong mental resilience. Teams that succumb to pressure may experience
anxiety, loss of focus, and reduced confidence, which exacerbate performance issues. Conversely, the
trailing team often benefits psychologically from the possibility of a comeback, fueling motivation and
energy.

Impact on Player Performance
Players on the leading team may become tentative or overly cautious to protect the lead, sometimes
leading to poor decision-making. Meanwhile, trailing players may take more risks and display heightened



aggression, which can shift the game’s momentum. The psychological swings in these scenarios are critical
to understanding how huge leads are lost.

Lessons and Strategies to Prevent Big Leads from Being Lost

Maintaining Focus and Energy
Teams aiming to protect big leads emphasize sustained intensity and focus throughout the game. This
includes consistent defensive pressure, smart shot selection, and effective ball control to limit turnovers.
Coaches stress the importance of not becoming complacent and treating every possession with urgency.

Effective Time Management and Substitutions
Strategic use of timeouts and substitutions can help manage player fatigue and momentum swings. Resting
key players without losing defensive and offensive effectiveness is crucial. Timeouts also serve to disrupt
the opponent’s rhythm and refocus the team on game plan execution.

Communication and Leadership
Strong leadership on and off the court helps maintain team cohesion and morale. Players and coaches who
communicate effectively can make quick adjustments during runs by the opposing team. Leadership
encourages accountability and keeps the team united under pressure.

Summary of Preventative Strategies

Maintain defensive intensity throughout the game

Control pace and minimize turnovers

Use timeouts strategically to halt opponent momentum

Manage player rotations to avoid fatigue

Foster strong communication and leadership



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the biggest blown lead in NBA history?
The biggest blown lead in NBA history is 36 points, which was blown by the Utah Jazz against the Denver
Nuggets on November 27, 1996.

Which teams were involved in the biggest blown lead in NBA history?
The Utah Jazz and the Denver Nuggets were involved in the biggest blown lead in NBA history.

When did the biggest blown lead in NBA history occur?
The biggest blown lead in NBA history occurred on November 27, 1996.

How did the Denver Nuggets manage to overcome the 36-point deficit?
The Denver Nuggets mounted a historic comeback with strong defense, efficient scoring, and capitalizing
on the Utah Jazz’s mistakes throughout the second half of the game.

Has any team come close to blowing a lead as large as 36 points since
1996?
Yes, there have been several large blown leads in NBA history, but none have surpassed or matched the
36-point blown lead by the Utah Jazz as of now.

What impact did the biggest blown lead have on the Utah Jazz’s season?
The blown lead was a major setback for the Utah Jazz in that game, but it did not significantly derail their
successful 1996-1997 season, where they still finished with one of the best records in the league.

Additional Resources
1. The Greatest Comebacks: NBA’s Biggest Blown Leads
This book explores some of the most dramatic moments in NBA history where teams lost substantial leads.
It delves into the psychological and strategic factors that contribute to these collapses. Featuring detailed
game analyses and player interviews, readers gain insight into how momentum shifts can change the
course of a game.

2. From Victory to Defeat: The Anatomy of NBA Blown Leads
An in-depth examination of the biggest blown leads in NBA playoffs and regular seasons. The author



breaks down key plays, coaching decisions, and player performances that led to unforgettable collapses. This
book also discusses the impact these games had on teams’ legacies and fan morale.

3. When Giants Fall: NBA’s Most Shocking Blown Leads
Documenting the most surprising and heartbreaking blown leads in NBA history, this book highlights the
vulnerability of even the strongest teams. It includes stories behind the numbers, revealing the human
drama behind these epic failures. Readers will find a mix of statistical analysis and personal anecdotes.

4. Unraveling the Collapse: NBA’s Biggest Blown Leads Explained
This book investigates the tactical errors and mental lapses that lead to some of the largest blown leads in
NBA games. Through expert commentary and game footage breakdowns, it sheds light on how quickly a
game can turn around. It also offers lessons for coaches and players on maintaining focus under pressure.

5. Defeat from the Grasp of Victory: NBA’s Most Painful Blown Leads
Focusing on the emotional toll of blown leads, this book tells the stories of players and teams who
experienced crushing losses. It captures the highs and lows of competition, emphasizing the resilience
required to bounce back. The narrative is enriched with interviews from athletes reflecting on their
toughest moments.

6. The Collapse Chronicles: NBA’s Legendary Blown Leads
A collection of stories and analyses centered on the most infamous blown leads in NBA history. This book
combines historical context with modern insights, showing how the game has evolved in handling
pressure situations. It’s a compelling read for fans interested in the drama behind the scoreboard.

7. Turning Point: The Biggest Blown Leads in NBA Playoffs
This book zeroes in on playoff games where blown leads changed the trajectories of seasons and careers. It
examines the strategic shifts and psychological battles that occur in high-stakes games. Readers gain an
understanding of how pressure affects performance at the highest level.

8. Lost Leads, Lost Titles: NBA’s Biggest Heartbreaks
Detailing instances where blown leads cost teams championships or crucial playoff advancement, this book
highlights the fine line between victory and defeat. It discusses how these moments have defined
franchises and altered NBA history. The book also reflects on the lessons learned from these dramatic
collapses.

9. The Psychology of Collapse: Understanding NBA’s Biggest Blown Leads
Focusing on the mental side of basketball, this book explores why teams lose large leads despite having the
talent to win. It incorporates sports psychology research and case studies from NBA games. This work
provides readers with a deeper appreciation of the complexities involved in maintaining composure under
pressure.
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  biggest blown lead in nba history: The Best Dallas - Fort Worth Sports Arguments Jaime
Aron, 2007-10-01 100 great sports debates for each city—from who was the best coach to what was
the best play of all time. The perfect gift for sports fans—the series that's sweeping the nation, and is
already a hit in Boston, Chicago and New York. The best debates for rabid fans The Best Sports
Arguments gives each city or region all the best arguments of their hometown teams, with expert
answers from top sports media figures. In fact, the Best Sports Arguments series is the #1 sports
debates series on the market! Why? --Each book features 100 debates, the most of any series! --Each
city's book is written by authors well-known in the region, leading to fan recognition and media
interest. --They make perfect gifts for sports fans of any age. --And the debates go on!
  biggest blown lead in nba history: The Redemption of the King Vince McKee, 2015-03-17
LeBron James is back in Cleveland's court, and the city is on fire as its chosen one has decided to
come home. His highly publicized, and equally highly emotional, return to Cleveland reveals his
penultimate goal: to bring a championship back to northeast Ohio where he grew up. Now, for the
first time ever, the full story is told from the beginning as author Vince McKee covers James's entire
journey in every detail both on and off the court -- from the start of his career with the Cavaliers in
Cleveland to his departure to Miami, his time with the Heat, and finally, the much debated and
highly anticipated return of the King. Although pro basketball is an international juggernaut in terms
of dollars, this story revolves more around hometown pride and character than money or celebrity.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Blowout Rachel Maddow, 2019-10-01 #1 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • Big Oil and Gas Versus Democracy—Winner Take All “A rollickingly
well-written book, filled with fascinating, exciting, and alarming stories about the impact of the oil
and gas industry on the world today.”—The New York Times Book Review In 2010, the words
“earthquake swarm” entered the lexicon in Oklahoma. That same year, a trove of Michael Jackson
memorabilia—including his iconic crystal-encrusted white glove—was sold at auction for over $1
million to a guy who was, officially, just the lowly forestry minister of the tiny nation of Equatorial
Guinea. And in 2014, revolutionaries in Ukraine raided the palace of their ousted president and
found a zoo of peacocks, gilded toilets, and a floating restaurant modeled after a Spanish galleon.
Unlikely as it might seem, there is a thread connecting these events, and Rachel Maddow follows it
to its crooked source: the unimaginably lucrative and equally corrupting oil and gas industry. With
her trademark black humor, Maddow takes us on a switchback journey around the globe, revealing
the greed and incompetence of Big Oil and Gas along the way, and drawing a surprising conclusion
about why the Russian government hacked the 2016 U.S. election. She deftly shows how Russia’s
rich reserves of crude have, paradoxically, stunted its growth, forcing Vladimir Putin to maintain his
power by spreading Russia’s rot into its rivals, its neighbors, the West’s most important alliances,
and the United States. Chevron, BP, and a host of other industry players get their star turn, most
notably ExxonMobil and the deceptively well-behaved Rex Tillerson. The oil and gas industry has
weakened democracies in developed and developing countries, fouled oceans and rivers, and
propped up authoritarian thieves and killers. But being outraged at it is, according to Maddow, “like
being indignant when a lion takes down and eats a gazelle. You can’t really blame the lion. It’s in her
nature.” Blowout is a call to contain the lion: to stop subsidizing the wealthiest businesses on earth,
to fight for transparency, and to check the influence of the world’s most destructive industry and its
enablers. The stakes have never been higher. As Maddow writes, “Democracy either wins this one or
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disappears.”
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Rivals David K. Wiggins, R . Pierre Rodgers, 2012-01-01
The sixteen original essays in this collection cover influential and famous rivalries from a variety of
sports, including track and field, golf, boxing, basketball, tennis, ice skating, baseball, football,
soccer, and more. The essays are diverse, but together they illustrate what is common to any rivalry:
equally matched opponents that often have decidedly different backgrounds, styles, and
personalities. These differences may center on race and culture, political and societal ideologies,
personality, geography, or religion—a mix intensified by fans and the media. From highly publicized
and emotionally charged individual competitions to bitterly fought team contests, Rivals illuminates
what one-of-a-kind opponents and the passion they inspire tell us about ourselves and our society.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: The Wonder Boy Tim MacMahon, 2025-03-18 From
ESPN’s Tim MacMahon, follow the extraordinary career of the Dallas Mavericks’ Luka Doncic, and
the pressure of building an NBA team around a prodigy. In 2018, the Dallas Mavericks landed the
most hyped prospect in basketball history—teenaged Luka Doncic. With The Wonder Boy,
MacMahon takes us beyond the highlights to the madness that ensues as the Mavericks try to avoid
blowing their golden opportunity. From the internal power struggles in owner Mark Cuban’s front
office during the early years of Doncic’s career, to the new regime’s effort to earn Doncic’s loyalty
and put the ruthless competitor in position to win, readers will learn never-before-reported details
about the saga’s biggest moments, including: ·The blockbuster deal for Kristaps Porzingis that blew
up in the Mavs’ faces ·The divorces with coach Rick Carlisle and GM Donnie Nelson ·Jalen Brunson’s
exit after a run to the Western Conference finals ·The new pairing with the mercurial Kyrie Irving
·The improbable journey to the 2024 Finals As the clock ticks on the Mavs’ quest to win it all with
their irreplaceable young star, The Wonder Boy pulls back the curtain on a dilemma every NBA team
would love to have.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Jail Blazers Kerry Eggers, 2018-11-20 In the late ’90s and
early 2000s, the Portland Trail Blazers were one of the hottest teams in the NBA. For almost a
decade, they won 60 percent of their games while making it to the Western Conference Finals twice.
However, what happened off-court was just as unforgettable as what they did on the court. When
someone asked Blazers general manager Bob Whitsitt about his team’s chemistry, he replied that
he’d “never studied chemistry in college.” And with that, the “Jail Blazers” were born. Built in a
similar fashion to a fantasy team, the team had skills, but their issues ended up being their undoing.
In fact, many consider it the darkest period in franchise history. While fans across the country were
watching the skills of Damon Stoudamire, Rasheed Wallace, and Zach Randolph, those in Portland
couldn’t have been more disappointed in the players’ off-court actions. This, many have mentioned,
included a very racial element—which carried over to the players as well. As forward Rasheed
Wallace said, “We’re not really going to worry about what the hell [the fans] think about us. They
really don’t matter to us. They can boo us every day, but they’re still going to ask for our autographs
if they see us on the street. That’s why they’re fans and we’re NBA players.” While people think of
the Detroit Pistons of the eighties as the elite “Bad Boys,” the “Jail Blazers” were actually bad.
Author Kerry Eggers, who covered the Trail Blazers during this controversial era, goes back to share
the stories from the players, coaches, management, and those in Portland when the players were in
the headlines as much for their play as for their legal issues.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: The Book of Basketball Bill Simmons, 2010-12-07 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The wildly opinionated, thoroughly entertaining, and arguably
definitive book on the past, present, and future of the NBA—from the founder of The Ringer and host
of The Bill Simmons Podcast “Enough provocative arguments to fuel barstool arguments far into the
future.”—The Wall Street Journal In The Book of Basketball, Bill Simmons opens—and then closes,
once and for all—every major NBA debate, from the age-old question of who actually won the rivalry
between Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain to the one about which team was truly the best of all
time. Then he takes it further by completely reevaluating not only how NBA Hall of Fame inductees
should be chosen but how the institution must be reshaped from the ground up, the result being the



Pyramid: Simmons’s one-of-a-kind five-level shrine to the ninety-six greatest players in the history of
pro basketball. And ultimately he takes fans to the heart of it all, as he uses a conversation with one
NBA great to uncover that coveted thing: The Secret of Basketball. Comprehensive, authoritative,
controversial, hilarious, and impossible to put down (even for Celtic-haters), The Book of Basketball
offers every hardwood fan a courtside seat beside the game’s finest, funniest, and fiercest
chronicler.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Alcoholism & Addiction & Recovery Life , 1989
  biggest blown lead in nba history: University of North Carolina Basketball Adam Powell, 2005
When the University of North Carolina fielded its first varsity men's team in 1911, nobody could
have imagined the mark its program would make on the history of college basketball. University of
North Carolina Basketball chronicles the long and distinguished history of the Tar Heels, including
the school's numerous Southern Conference and Atlantic Coast Conference titles and its national
championship teams. North Carolina has produced arguably the finest group of basketball minds and
talent the sport has ever known. The list reads like a Who's Who of influential figures in college and
professional basketball history, including Jack Cobb, George The Blind Bomber Glamack, Bones
McKinney, Frank McGuire, Lennie Rosenbluth, Dean Smith, Doug Moe, Donnie Walsh, Larry Brown,
Billy Cunningham, Charles Scott, George Karl, Mitch Kupchak, Phil Ford, James Worthy, Michael
Jordan, Rasheed Wallace, Antawn Jamison, Vince Carter, and Roy Williams.
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  biggest blown lead in nba history: Popular Mechanics , 2000-01 Popular Mechanics
inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Esquire , 1998
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Indianapolis Monthly , 2001-12 Indianapolis Monthly is
the Circle City’s essential chronicle and guide, an indispensable authority on what’s new and what’s
news. Through coverage of politics, crime, dining, style, business, sports, and arts and
entertainment, each issue offers compelling narrative stories and lively, urbane coverage of Indy’s
cultural landscape.
  biggest blown lead in nba history: The American Lawyer , 1983-07
  biggest blown lead in nba history: Atlanta , 2004-12 Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission is to
engage our community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting, and superlative design
that illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define our city. The magazine
informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping them make intelligent
choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think about matters of
importance to the community and the region. Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission is to engage our
community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting, and superlative design that
illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define our city. The magazine
informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping them make intelligent
choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think about matters of
importance to the community and the region.
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