biggest political consulting firms

biggest political consulting firms play a crucial role in shaping the outcomes of elections, public
policy campaigns, and political strategies across the globe. These firms provide comprehensive
services including campaign management, strategic communication, voter targeting, opposition
research, and digital advertising. With the increasing complexity of political landscapes and the rise
of data-driven campaigning, the demand for experienced and influential political consultants has
surged. This article explores the top political consulting firms that dominate the industry, their core
services, notable achievements, and how they influence political campaigns at local, national, and
international levels. Understanding the operations and impact of these leading firms offers valuable
insight into modern political consulting and campaign dynamics. The following sections will detail
the biggest political consulting firms, their specialties, and their contribution to political strategy
and success.
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e Core Services Offered by Leading Political Consulting Firms

e Impact and Influence of the Largest Political Consulting Firms

Overview of the Biggest Political Consulting Firms

The biggest political consulting firms represent the pinnacle of expertise and influence within the
political advisory sector. These firms are distinguished by their extensive client portfolios,
sophisticated data analytics capabilities, and success in managing high-profile political campaigns.
Typically, they provide a blend of strategic advice, media planning, voter outreach, and crisis
management. The scale and resources of these firms enable them to operate across multiple states
and countries, catering to political candidates, parties, PACs, and advocacy groups. Their ability to
adapt to evolving technologies and political environments is a key factor that sustains their
prominence in the competitive consulting landscape.

Characteristics of Leading Political Consulting Firms

Leading political consulting firms exhibit several defining characteristics that set them apart in the
industry. These include:

e Comprehensive Service Offerings: From research and polling to digital strategy and
grassroots mobilization.

¢ Data-Driven Approaches: Utilization of advanced analytics for micro-targeting and voter



segmentation.

e Experienced Leadership: Teams led by seasoned professionals with deep political and media
backgrounds.

* Wide Client Base: Serving candidates at various levels, including presidential, congressional,
and local elections.

e Strong Media Relations: Expertise in crafting compelling narratives and managing press
interactions.

Top Political Consulting Firms in the United States

The United States is home to some of the most influential political consulting firms globally. These
firms have been involved in shaping major electoral victories and policy initiatives. Their prominence
is often linked to their ability to integrate traditional political consulting methods with cutting-edge
technology and media strategies.

SKDKnickerbocker

SKDKnickerbocker is recognized for its expertise in strategic communications and crisis
management. It has advised numerous Democratic candidates and progressive organizations,
focusing on message development, media relations, and digital campaigns. The firm is known for its
agile approach and strong emphasis on storytelling to influence public opinion.

GMMB

GMMB specializes in political advertising, media buying, and strategic communications. It has a long
history of managing successful campaigns for Democratic candidates and causes. The firm is highly
regarded for its creative ad campaigns and extensive media network that amplifies campaign
messages effectively.

Bulldog Strategies

Bulldog Strategies offers data-driven political consulting services with a focus on voter targeting and
digital outreach. The firm employs sophisticated data analytics and field operations to maximize
voter turnout and engagement. Its clients range from local candidates to national campaigns.

Other Notable U.S. Firms

¢ David Binder Research



e BerlinRosen
e Precision Strategies

e Lake Research Partners

Global Political Consulting Firms with International
Reach

Several political consulting firms operate on an international scale, providing strategic advice and
campaign management services in multiple countries. These firms often assist with election
strategy, public affairs, and government relations, adapting their methods to diverse political
systems.

Control Risks

Control Risks is a global risk consultancy that offers political consulting services related to
government affairs, crisis management, and political risk analysis. While broader than just political
campaigns, its insights into political environments worldwide make it a key player in international
political consulting.

Cambridge Analytica (Defunct but Influential)

Though no longer operational, Cambridge Analytica was one of the most controversial and widely
recognized political consulting firms due to its use of big data and psychographic profiling in
political campaigns, notably the 2016 U.S. presidential election and Brexit referendum.

Edelman

Edelman is a global communications firm that also provides political consulting and public affairs
services. Its expertise spans reputation management, media strategy, and stakeholder engagement
across various political contexts worldwide.

Other Global Players

e FleishmanHillard
e Havas Worldwide

¢ Burson Cohn & Wolfe (BCW)



Core Services Offered by Leading Political Consulting
Firms

The biggest political consulting firms offer a wide array of services designed to enhance campaign
effectiveness and secure electoral success. These services combine traditional political tactics with
innovative digital strategies and data science.

Strategic Planning and Campaign Management

Political consultants develop comprehensive campaign strategies tailored to the candidate’s goals,
voter demographics, and competitive landscape. This includes message development, opposition
research, and timeline management to ensure all campaign elements work cohesively.

Polling and Data Analytics

Accurate polling and sophisticated data analytics are fundamental to modern political campaigns.
Top firms conduct voter surveys, analyze demographic data, and employ predictive modeling to
target messages and allocate resources efficiently.

Media and Advertising

Media strategy involves creating and placing advertisements on television, radio, digital platforms,
and social media. Political consultants design creative content and manage media buys to maximize
voter reach and impact.

Digital and Social Media Campaigns

With the rise of digital communication, leading firms emphasize social media outreach, online
advertising, email marketing, and website development to engage and mobilize voters, especially
younger demographics.

Grassroots and Field Operations

Effective voter mobilization requires organizing volunteers, canvassing, phone banking, and event
management. Political consulting firms coordinate these efforts to increase voter turnout and build
local support networks.

Reputation and Crisis Management

Handling negative press, scandals, and opposition attacks is critical. Consultants prepare crisis
communication plans and work to protect the candidate’s public image throughout the campaign.



Impact and Influence of the Largest Political
Consulting Firms

The biggest political consulting firms have a profound impact on election outcomes, public policy,
and political discourse. Their expertise shapes how candidates communicate, how voters perceive
campaigns, and how political narratives are constructed and disseminated.

Shaping Election Results

Through strategic guidance and innovative campaign techniques, these firms often determine the
success or failure of political candidates. Their ability to identify and mobilize key voter segments
can swing tight races and influence turnout.

Driving Political Innovation

Leading firms push the boundaries of political campaigning by integrating new technologies, big
data, and behavioral science. This constant innovation redefines campaign strategies and voter
engagement methods.

Influencing Public Opinion and Policy

Beyond elections, political consulting firms assist advocacy groups and interest organizations in
shaping public policy debates and influencing legislation through targeted communications and
lobbying efforts.

Building Long-Term Political Networks

Many of the biggest political consulting firms cultivate enduring relationships with political leaders,
media outlets, and interest groups, creating networks that sustain influence across multiple election
cycles and policy initiatives.

Summary of Key Impacts

1. Enhancement of campaign effectiveness through data-driven strategies.

[NS)

. Increased voter engagement and turnout via grassroots and digital efforts.
3. Improvement of candidate messaging and brand positioning.
4. Management of crisis situations to protect candidate reputations.

5. Contribution to the evolution of political communication technologies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the biggest political consulting firms in the
United States?

Some of the biggest political consulting firms in the United States include SKDKnickerbocker,
GMMB, Hill+Knowlton Strategies, and Cambridge Analytica (before its closure). These firms offer
services such as campaign strategy, communications, and digital outreach.

Which political consulting firm is known for its work in
Democratic campaigns?

SKDKnickerbocker (SKDK) is well-known for its work with Democratic campaigns and progressive
causes, providing services like strategic communications, media relations, and digital advertising.

How do the biggest political consulting firms influence
election outcomes?

The biggest political consulting firms influence election outcomes by developing campaign
strategies, managing communications, conducting opposition research, running digital and media
advertising, and organizing voter outreach programs to shape public opinion and voter behavior.

Are there any global political consulting firms with significant
influence?

Yes, firms like Hill+Knowlton Strategies and Edelman operate globally, providing political
consulting, public affairs, and strategic communications services to governments, political parties,
and corporations worldwide.

What role did Cambridge Analytica play in political consulting
before its shutdown?

Cambridge Analytica was known for its use of data analytics and psychological profiling to target
voters during political campaigns, notably in the 2016 US presidential election and the Brexit
referendum, before it shut down amid controversy over data privacy violations.

How has digital technology changed the services offered by
political consulting firms?

Digital technology has transformed political consulting by enabling firms to use data analytics, social
media marketing, targeted advertising, and real-time voter engagement tools, making campaigns
more efficient and personalized in reaching and persuading voters.



Additional Resources

1. The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation

This book by Drew Westen explores how political consultants tap into voters' emotions to shape
campaign strategies. It provides a deep dive into the psychological tactics used by leading political
consulting firms to influence public opinion. The book reveals why rational arguments often fail and
emotional appeals dominate political messaging.

2. Crack the Code: How Top Political Consultants Win Elections

Author Jennifer Smith uncovers the secret methods and data-driven techniques employed by the
largest political consulting firms. From voter targeting to media management, this book breaks
down the step-by-step processes that lead to successful campaigns. It offers valuable insights into
the evolving landscape of political consulting.

3. Spin Masters: Inside the World of Political Consulting Giants

"Spin Masters" provides an insider’s look at the biggest players in political consulting, detailing their
rise to power and the strategies they use to shape political narratives. The book interviews key
consultants and analyzes landmark campaigns to illustrate the impact these firms have on
democracy. It also discusses ethical dilemmas faced in the industry.

4. Data-Driven Democracy: How Political Consulting Firms Use Analytics to Win

This book highlights the transformative role of data analytics in modern political consulting. It
examines how consulting firms harness big data to craft personalized campaign messages and
mobilize voters efficiently. Readers gain an understanding of how data science has revolutionized
election strategies.

5. Campaign Architects: The Story of America’s Most Influential Political Consultants

Focusing on the biographies and careers of top political consultants, this book traces their influence
on American politics. It showcases how these consultants build winning campaigns from the ground
up, blending strategy, communication, and voter psychology. The narrative reveals the behind-the-
scenes work that shapes election outcomes.

6. The Consultants’ Playbook: Strategies from the Biggest Political Firms

This practical guide distills the best practices and tactics used by leading political consulting firms
worldwide. Covering media buying, crisis management, and grassroots organizing, it serves as a
manual for campaign professionals and enthusiasts alike. The book emphasizes adaptability and
innovation in political consulting.

7. Lobbyists and Consultants: Power Brokers Behind the Scenes

Exploring the intersection of lobbying and political consulting, this book sheds light on how firms
influence policy and elections simultaneously. It discusses the collaboration and conflicts between
lobbyists and consultants within major firms. The book offers a comprehensive view of power
dynamics in political influence.

8. Dark Arts of Political Consulting: Manipulation, Misinformation, and Media Control

This investigative work exposes controversial tactics used by some of the largest political consulting

firms, including misinformation campaigns and media manipulation. It critically examines the ethical
boundaries and consequences of such strategies on public trust. The book serves as a cautionary tale
about the darker side of political consulting.

9. Winning Elections in the Digital Age: Political Consulting Firms and Social Media



This book focuses on how top political consulting firms leverage social media platforms to engage
voters and shape political discourse. It explores case studies where digital strategies made a
decisive impact on election results. Readers learn about the challenges and opportunities of
campaigning in an interconnected world.
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biggest political consulting firms: Political Technology Andrew Wilson, 2023-12-14 'Political
technology' is a Russian term for the professional engineering of politics. It has turned Russian
politics into theatre and propaganda, and metastasised to take over foreign policy and weaponise
history. The war against Ukraine is one outcome. In the West, spin doctors and political consultants
do more than influence media or run campaigns: they have also helped build parallel universes of
alternative political reality. Hungary has used political technology to dismantle democracy. The BJP
in India has used it to consolidate unprecedented power. Different countries learn from each other.
Some types of political technology have become notorious, like troll farms or data mining; but there
is now a global wholesale industry selling a range of manipulation techniques, from astroturfing to
fake parties to propaganda apps. This book shows that 'political technology' is about much more
than online disinformation: it is about whole new industries of political engineering.

biggest political consulting firms: Vault Guide to the Top 50 Management and Strategy
Consulting Firms, 2014 Edition VAULT,

biggest political consulting firms: The Consulting Trap Chris Hurl, Leah B. Werner,
2024-05-13T00:00:00Z The Consulting Trap does a deep dive into how governments have become
hooked on private consultancy firms with dire consequences for democratic decision-making, public
accountability and accessible public services. Hurl and Werner contend that firms like McKinsey,
Accenture, KPMG and Deloitte increasingly take responsibility for core public services, trapping
governments in cycles of dependency. Through orchestrating tax avoidance for the wealthy while
engineering austerity for the rest, these firms have created the foundations for the deepening
privatization of the public services, further entrenching their power. Drawing on case studies from
Canada and around the world, Hurl and Werner investigate how big consultancies leverage social
networks, institutionalize relationships, mine and commodify data, and establish policy pipelines that
facilitate the quick diffusion of ideas across jurisdictions. Drawing from real world examples, The
Consulting Trap offers strategies for how these powerful firms can be resisted using people’s audits,
public consultations, access to information requests, and social network analyses.

biggest political consulting firms: Vault Guide to the Top 50 Consulting Firms Douglas
Cantor, Clay Risen, Vault.com Staff, 2003-08-22 This best-selling guide offers an inside look at
management consultant careers and the firms that shape the industry.

biggest political consulting firms: Big Tech Firms and International Relations Li Sheng,
2022-08-05 This book presents cutting-edge research and exploration of the role of nation-state
when big tech firms present themselves as new participants in contemporary international relations
that act on an equal footing with nation-states. The general research goal of this book is to identify
the justifications that nation-states have adopted to regulate the big tech firms and the impacts of
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this process on international trade in the main economies in the world. With the massive
instrumentation of data, big tech firms have become actors with the capacity to intervene not only in
economies but also, above all, in the politics of different countries with different systems. The
emergence of big tech firms has transformed the approach to the concepts of national security,
information management and access to new technologies among nation-states. The principles and
fundamentals of cyber sovereignty have become one of the bases of states in the contemporary
system of international relations. Today, the influence of big tech firms in different societies in the
contemporary world is one of the main forms of power. This book tries to collect and present the
recent state of the art in studies on the relationship between big tech firms and nation-states in the
literature. It also addresses how governments such as those of the US, China and the EU are
changing their legislation, creating control and data security mechanisms, imposing entry
restrictions on foreign companies, and regulating the actions beyond the cloud of big tech firms
inside and outside their borders.

biggest political consulting firms: The Political Junkie Handbook Michael Crane, 2004
This easy-to-use book is designed to inform the American public about the political system that
influences much of their lives

biggest political consulting firms: Big Data, Political Campaigning and the Law Normann
Witzleb, Moira Paterson, Janice Richardson, 2019-12-06 In this multidisciplinary book, experts from
around the globe examine how data-driven political campaigning works, what challenges it poses for
personal privacy and democracy, and how emerging practices should be regulated. The rise of big
data analytics in the political process has triggered official investigations in many countries around
the world, and become the subject of broad and intense debate. Political parties increasingly rely on
data analytics to profile the electorate and to target specific voter groups with individualised
messages based on their demographic attributes. Political micro-targeting has become a major
factor in modern campaigning, because of its potential to influence opinions, to mobilise supporters
and to get out votes. The book explores the legal, philosophical and political dimensions of big data
analytics in the electoral process. It demonstrates that the unregulated use of big personal data for
political purposes not only infringes voters’ privacy rights, but also has the potential to jeopardise
the future of the democratic process, and proposes reforms to address the key regulatory and ethical
questions arising from the mining, use and storage of massive amounts of voter data. Providing an
interdisciplinary assessment of the use and regulation of big data in the political process, this book
will appeal to scholars from law, political science, political philosophy and media studies, policy
makers and anyone who cares about democracy in the age of data-driven political campaigning.

biggest political consulting firms: Political Campaign Communication Robert E. Denton
Jr., Ben Voth, Judith S. Trent, Robert V. Friedenberg, 2023-11-20 The tenth edition of Political
Campaign Communication: Principles and Practices provides a clear and thorough survey of the
strategic decisions vital to the success of contemporary political campaigns. The authors draw on a
host of examples involving political campaigns at local, statewide, and national levels to illustrate all
aspects of campaign communication, from forms of public address to buttons, yard-signs, and
billboards, to traditional media and the use of internet and social media platforms. Throughout the
volume they draw on communication theories to clearly explain contemporary political campaign
practices. Updated to reflect the most recent practices and events from the 2020 presidential
campaign, the book also considers journalistic practices and ethical considerations of today.
Features of the tenth edition: Includes examples and data from the 2020 election cycleUpdated and
expanded discussion of social media platforms and practicesIncreased art and graphics program to
engage students and increase information retentionExpanded discussion of the history, practice, and
state of journalism todayNew chapter on local elections and offices

biggest political consulting firms: The Handbook of Global Companies John Mikler,
2013-03-25 The Handbook of Global Companies brings together original research addressing the
latest theories and empirical analysis surrounding the role of global companies in local, national, and
international governance. Offers new insights into the role of global companies in relation to policy



and governance at local, national, and international levels Brings together newly-commissioned
research by a global team of established and up-and-coming scholars from the fields of international
relations, political science, public policy, and beyond Considers the environmental and societal
responsibilities of global corporations. Covers topics including the spatial locations of global
companies; debate about the power they wield and their role as catalysts in new forms of
governance; and the ways in which global companies share authority with the state and international
organizations to drive policy processes Speculates on the broader potential and limitations of global
governance

biggest political consulting firms: Senators on the Campaign Trail Richard F. Fenno,
1998-02-01 This is a book about the politics of representative democracy, written from the
perspective of the politicians who make it work. Typically, political scientists study campaigns from
the perspective of the voter and for the purpose of explaining election outcomes. But campaigns also
need to be studied from the perspective of the candidate, for the purpose of understanding
representation. Richard F. Fenno, ]Jr., traveled with ten U.S. senators as they campaigned in their
home states-using what he calls the drop in/drop out, tag along/hang around method of research-to
present a developmental picture of their activities. His focus here is on three such
activities—pursuing a career, campaigning for office, and building constituency connections. Taken
together, the three constitute the political underpinnings of representative democracy. Fenno
describes the achievement, the testing, and the maintenance of representational relationships. He
examines challengers and incumbents, winners and losers, and motivations, strategies, and
behaviors; and he reports on differences, similarities, and patterns among them. In studying the
candidates' varied careers, campaigns, and connections in stages and sequences and in depth—and
in allowing us to hear them reflect on these experiences—Fenno has been able to offer rare insights
into campaigns and elections, insights very different from conventional ones that concentrate on the
behavior of voters. In its focus on the process of representative democracy, Senators on the
Campaign Trail offers a rich, rounded, developmental view of some high-level individuals who work
at the business of representation. For scholars, the book suggests some qualitative confirmation and
added stimulation in forging generalizations about politicians. For citizens, the book argues for
replacing the conventional blanket condemnation of our politicians, so prevalent today, with more
discriminating judgments about what they do, and why and to what purpose they do it.

biggest political consulting firms: Communication Consultants in Political Campaigns Robert
V. Friedenberg, 1997-10-28 We will never know the precise identity of America's first political
consultant. It is likely that candidates were seeking favorable coverage in colonial newspapers as
early as 1704; it is also likely that by 1745 candidates were using handbills and pamphlets to
augment press coverage of campaigns; and we know that one successful candidate, George
Washington in 1758, purchased refreshments for potential voters. These traditional approaches to
winning votes have in recent years been amplified by consultants who have shown how cable
networks, videocassettes, modems, faxes, focus groups, and other means of communication can be
put to partisan use. In this book, Robert V. Friedenberg examines all of the communication
techniques used in contemporary political campaigning. After providing a history of political
consulting, Friedenberg examines the principal communication specialities used in contemporary
campaigns. Throughout, political consultants discuss their approaches and evaluate the benefits and
shortcomings of these methods. An invaluable text for what is arguably the most rapidly changing
field of applied communication, this work is must reading for students and researchers of American
politics, applied communication, and contemporary political theory.

biggest political consulting firms: Routledge Handbook of Political Management Dennis
W. Johnson, 2010-03-17 A comprehensive overview of the field of applied politics, encompassing
political consulting, campaigns and elections, lobbying and advocacy, grass roots politics,
fundraising, media and political communications, the role of the parties, political leadership, and the
ethical dimensions of public life.

biggest political consulting firms: Falling Up Raymond Strother, 2005-04-01 This brash and



rollicking autobiography is a potent primer of the rough-and-tumble world of political consulting by
one of its founding fathers and preeminent experts. A cross between a patriotic redneck raconteur
and a TV-savvy renaissance man, Raymond D. Strother is unafraid to name names and refuses to
mince words in tales of what he calls the beauty and gore of American politics. From the crash
course in Louisiana politics and corruption he received following graduate school to his compelling
entry into the big-time senatorial and congressional races of the 1970s and early 1980s and his
adventures with candidates Clinton, Gore, and Hart and famous consultants Dick Morris and James
Carville, Strother offers a wildly entertaining, controversial, but finally optimistic political and media
success story that will thrill and inspire anyone spellbound by American politics.

biggest political consulting firms: Lie Machines Philip N. Howard, 2020-05-01 Technology
is breaking politics - what can be done about it? Artificially intelligent “bot” accounts attack
politicians and public figures on social media. Conspiracy theorists publish junk news sites to
promote their outlandish beliefs. Campaigners create fake dating profiles to attract young voters.
We live in a world of technologies that misdirect our attention, poison our political conversations,
and jeopardize our democracies. With massive amounts of social media and public polling data, and
in depth interviews with political consultants, bot writers, and journalists, Philip N. Howard offers
ways to take these “lie machines” apart. Lie Machines is full of riveting behind the scenes stories
from the world’s biggest and most damagingly successful misinformation initiatives—including those
used in Brexit and U.S. elections. Howard not only shows how these campaigns evolved from older
propaganda operations but also exposes their new powers, gives us insight into their effectiveness,
and shows us how to shut them down.

biggest political consulting firms: Outsider in the White House Senator Bernie Sanders,
2019-09-03 Bernie Sanders’s political autobiography, with an updated afterword that brings his
story up to the 2020 presidential campaign Explaining where he comes from and how his politics
were formed, Senator Bernie Sanders describes in detail how, after cutting his teeth in the Civil
Rights movement, he helped build an extraordinary grassroots political campaign in Vermont,
making it possible for him to become the first independent elected to the US House of
Representatives in forty years. He is now the longest-serving independent in US political history. An
extensive afterword by the Nation’s National Affairs correspondent, John Nichols, continues the
story with Sanders’s entrance into the Senate, the drama of the 2016 Democratic Primary, his
ongoing resistance to Trump, and the thrilling launch of his 2020 bid for the White House. A new
foreword by Nina Turner, former president of Our Revolution and co-chair of the Sanders for
President campaign, provides a rare glimpse of Bernie as a person. Outsider in the White House is
the story of a passionate and principled political life.

biggest political consulting firms: Information for a Better World: Shaping the Global Future
Malte Smits, 2022-02-22 This two-volume set LNCS 13192 - 13193 constitutes the refereed
proceedings of the 17th International Conference on Information for a Better World: Shaping the
Global Future, held in February 2022. Due to COVID-19 pandemic the conference was held virtually.
The 32 full papers and the 29 short papers presented in this volume were carefully reviewed and
selected from 167 submissions. They cover topics such as: Library and Information Science;
Information Governance and Ethics; Data Science; Human-Computer Interaction and Technology,
Information Behaviour and Retrieval, Communities and Media, Health Informatics.

biggest political consulting firms: These Truths Jill Lepore, 2018-09-18 “Nothing short of a
masterpiece.” —NPR Books A New York Times Bestseller and a Washington Post Notable Book of the
Year In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, award-winning historian Jill
Lepore offers a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation. Widely hailed for its
“sweeping, sobering account of the American past” (New York Times Book Review), Jill Lepore’s
one-volume history of America places truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the
center of the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three ideas—“these truths,”
Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. But has
the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely



American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over more than five
centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore wrestles
with the state of American politics, the legacy of slavery, the persistence of inequality, and the
nature of technological change. “A nation born in contradiction... will fight, forever, over the
meaning of its history,” Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is part of
the work of citizenship. With These Truths, Lepore has produced a book that will shape our view of
American history for decades to come.

biggest political consulting firms: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American
Political History Michael Kazin, Rebecca Edwards, Adam Rothman, 2011-08-08 An essential guide
to U.S. politics, from the founding to today With 150 accessible articles written by more than 130
leading experts, this essential reference provides authoritative introductions to some of the most
important and talked-about topics in American history and politics, from the founding to today.
Abridged from the acclaimed Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History, this is the only
single-volume encyclopedia that provides comprehensive coverage of both the traditional topics of
U.S. political history and the broader forces that shape American politics--including economics,
religion, social movements, race, class, and gender. Fully indexed and cross-referenced, each entry
provides crucial context, expert analysis, informed perspectives, and suggestions for further
reading. Contributors include Dean Baker, Lewis Gould, Alex Keyssar, James Kloppenberg, Patricia
Nelson Limerick, Lisa McGirr, Jack Rakove, Nick Salvatore, Stephen Skowronek, Jeremi Suri, Julian
Zelizer, and many more. Entries cover: Key political periods, from the founding to today Political
institutions, major parties, and founding documents The broader forces that shape U.S. politics, from
economics, religion, and social movements to race, class, and gender Ideas, philosophies, and
movements The political history and influence of geographic regions

biggest political consulting firms: Elections A to Z Dave Tarr, Bob Benenson, 2012-07-03
Combining the rich content of the print edition with the advanced online functionality demanded by
today's researchers, Elections A to Z: Online Edition is the ultimate 21st century research tool for
finding current, accurate information on U.S. elections. Advanced Web-enabled features allow users
to conduct searches from A to Z on election. Like all CQ Press online editions, Elections A to Z:
Online Edition comes loaded with powerful user-friendly functions such as CiteNow!, which lets
researchers download full citations in MLA, APA, Bluebook, and other formats. Elections A to Z
explains how campaigns and elections, the hallmark of any democracy, are conducted in the United
States. The new third edition has been redesigned and updated with new entries covering the vital
current elections topics that readers want to know about. Entries range from short definitions of
terms like front-runner to in-depth essays exploring vital aspects of campaigns and elections, such as
the right to vote, turnout trends, and the history, evolution, and current state of House, Senate,
presidential, and some state-level elections. Readers will find essential information on: Stages in the
campaign process and the general election The roles of political consultants, the media, and political
parties Debates and issues such as term limits, majority-minority districts, and campaign finance
Amendments, legislation, and court cases that have shaped electoral, campaign, and voting matters
Voter turnout and voting rights in the United States Important terms and concepts like absolute
majority and dark horse Highlights of presidential elections throughout U.S. history
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