
biggest upset in soccer history

biggest upset in soccer history is a phrase that evokes memories of shocking, unforeseen
outcomes where underdogs have triumphed against all odds. Soccer, being the world's most popular
sport, has witnessed numerous matches that defied expectations, leaving fans and analysts stunned.
These upsets often occur in prestigious tournaments such as the FIFA World Cup, UEFA Champions
League, and continental championships, amplifying their significance. This article delves into some of
the most remarkable upsets in soccer history, examining the context, key moments, and lasting
impact on the sport. Understanding these events provides insight into the unpredictable nature of
soccer and why it captivates millions worldwide. The following sections will explore iconic matches,
analyze the factors behind these surprises, and highlight unforgettable players who made history.

Iconic Matches Marking the Biggest Upset in Soccer History

Factors Contributing to Historic Soccer Upsets

Legendary Players and Teams Behind the Biggest Soccer Shocks

Impact and Legacy of Soccer’s Greatest Upsets

Iconic Matches Marking the Biggest Upset in Soccer
History
Throughout soccer's rich history, several matches stand out as monumental upsets due to the
dramatic reversal of expected outcomes. These games are often remembered not just for the
scorelines but for the circumstances, such as the disparity in team rankings, tournament stakes, and
pre-match predictions. They have become symbolic of the sport's unpredictability and competitive
spirit.

1990 FIFA World Cup: Cameroon vs. Argentina
One of the earliest and most famous examples of the biggest upset in soccer history occurred during
the 1990 FIFA World Cup. Cameroon, debutants in the tournament, faced the defending champions
Argentina in the opening match. Against all expectations, Cameroon won 1-0, with a goal from
François Omam-Biyik. This victory stunned the soccer world and announced the arrival of African
teams as serious competitors on the global stage.

1950 FIFA World Cup: USA vs. England
Another defining moment was the 1950 World Cup match where the United States, composed mostly
of amateur players, defeated the heavily favored England team 1-0. This upset remains one of the
greatest shocks in soccer history because England was considered a football powerhouse, while the



U.S. was an emerging soccer nation. The match’s outcome challenged preconceived notions about
soccer hierarchies.

Leicester City’s 2015-2016 Premier League Triumph
Leicester City’s unexpected Premier League title during the 2015-2016 season is often cited as the
biggest upset in soccer history in club football. Starting the season with 5000-1 odds to win the
league, the team defied all odds by defeating traditional giants like Manchester United, Chelsea, and
Arsenal. Their consistency, team spirit, and tactical discipline culminated in a fairy-tale victory that
captivated the global soccer community.

Factors Contributing to Historic Soccer Upsets
Understanding why some matches result in monumental upsets requires analyzing various factors.
These elements combine to create situations where underdog teams can outperform favorites,
sometimes in dramatic fashion.

Psychological Pressure and Expectations
Favorites often enter matches burdened by high expectations, which can translate into psychological
pressure. Underdogs, conversely, may play with greater freedom and determination, capitalizing on
the favorites' nerves. This dynamic can shift momentum and influence match outcomes.

Tactical Innovation and Adaptability
Teams that approach games with innovative tactics or adapt quickly to the opponent’s style often
gain an advantage. Underdogs employing well-planned defensive structures, counter-attacking
strategies, or exploiting specific weaknesses can disrupt the rhythm of stronger opponents.

Individual Brilliance and Team Cohesion
Sometimes, the performance of a single player or the collective unity of a team can tilt the balance.
Moments of individual brilliance, such as a remarkable goal or critical save, combined with strong
teamwork, can fuel an upset. These factors highlight the unpredictable nature of soccer.

External Conditions and Luck
Weather, pitch conditions, refereeing decisions, and even luck play roles in soccer upsets.
Unexpected injuries or red cards can alter the course of a match, while favorable or adverse
conditions might benefit one team over another.



Legendary Players and Teams Behind the Biggest
Soccer Shocks
The players and teams involved in the biggest upsets in soccer history have often become legends
due to their roles in these iconic moments. Their stories underscore the human element behind these
historic matches.

Cameroon’s 1990 Squad
The 1990 Cameroon team, led by captain Thomas N'Kono and key player Roger Milla, combined
experience with youthful exuberance. Roger Milla, in particular, became a symbol of African soccer
prowess by scoring crucial goals and celebrating with memorable corner flag dances.

USA 1950 National Team
The 1950 U.S. team featured players like Frank Borghi and Walter Bahr, who defied expectations by
securing a win against England. Their victory was a testament to resilience and teamwork despite
limited resources and experience on the global stage.

Leicester City’s 2015-16 Squad
Leicester City’s triumph was powered by players such as Jamie Vardy, Riyad Mahrez, and N'Golo
Kanté. Manager Claudio Ranieri’s leadership and the squad’s unity and work ethic created a perfect
storm for one of the most stunning league victories in soccer history.

Other Notable Underdog Teams

Greece’s Euro 2004 victory

North Korea’s 1966 World Cup quarterfinal run

South Korea’s semifinals appearance in the 2002 World Cup

Denmark winning Euro 1992 after late invitation

Impact and Legacy of Soccer’s Greatest Upsets
The biggest upset in soccer history not only alters tournament trajectories but also leaves lasting
legacies that influence the sport’s development and cultural narratives. These moments inspire future
generations, reshape perceptions, and occasionally change the global soccer landscape.



Inspiration for Emerging Soccer Nations
Historic upsets encourage smaller or less-established soccer nations to invest in development and
believe in their potential. African, Asian, and American teams have drawn motivation from such
events to enhance their competitiveness on the world stage.

Evolution of Tactical Approaches
Upsets often prompt a reevaluation of established tactics and philosophies. Coaches and analysts
study these matches to understand how underdogs succeed, leading to innovations in training,
formation, and match preparation.

Fan and Media Engagement
Unexpected results generate heightened interest and media coverage, contributing to soccer’s global
appeal. These stories transcend sport, becoming cultural touchstones that are retold across
generations.

Economic and Commercial Effects
Successful underdog teams often experience financial boosts through sponsorship, merchandise
sales, and increased fanbases. This economic impact can have long-term benefits for clubs and
national teams alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in soccer history?
One of the biggest upsets in soccer history is North Korea's 1-0 victory over Italy in the 1966 FIFA
World Cup, where North Korea, considered massive underdogs, defeated the two-time World Cup
champions.

Why is the 1950 World Cup final considered a major upset?
The 1950 World Cup final saw Uruguay defeat Brazil 2-1 in the Maracanã Stadium, shocking the hosts
and the world. Brazil was heavily favored, making Uruguay's victory one of the biggest upsets in
soccer history.

Which underdog team shocked the world in the 2018 FIFA
World Cup?
In the 2018 FIFA World Cup, Russia, the host nation and underdog, defeated Spain in the Round of 16
on penalties, which was considered a significant upset given Spain's strong footballing history.



Has a lower division team ever caused a major upset in
soccer?
Yes, in the 2012-2013 English FA Cup, Luton Town, then a non-league team, defeated Norwich City, a
Premier League club, showcasing one of the biggest upsets involving a lower division team.

What was shocking about Leicester City's 2015-2016 Premier
League title win?
Leicester City's Premier League win in 2015-2016 is considered one of the greatest upsets in soccer
history because they overcame 5000-1 odds to claim the title against established giants like
Manchester United, Chelsea, and Arsenal.

Additional Resources
1. The Miracle of Bern: How West Germany Shocked the World
This book delves into the incredible 1954 FIFA World Cup final where West Germany defeated the
heavily favored Hungary team. It explores the political and social backdrop of post-war Europe and
how this victory symbolized hope and resilience. Through firsthand accounts and detailed analysis,
the author reveals the strategies and key moments that led to one of soccer’s greatest upsets.

2. Leicester's Fairytale: The 2015-2016 Premier League Triumph
Chronicling Leicester City’s improbable Premier League title win, this book showcases the underdog
story that captivated millions. With insights into the team’s management, player dynamics, and
tactical innovations, it highlights how determination and teamwork overcame financial and historical
disadvantages. The narrative celebrates one of the most astonishing achievements in modern soccer.

3. Greece’s Euro 2004 Shockwave: Defying the Odds
This compelling account examines Greece’s unexpected victory at UEFA Euro 2004, where a
defensive and disciplined team toppled traditional powerhouses. The author explores the tactical
masterstroke by coach Otto Rehhagel and the players’ unyielding spirit. It’s a story of how unity and
strategy can rewrite soccer history.

4. USA 1950: When America Beat England
This book revisits one of soccer’s most surprising results, the United States' 1-0 win over England in
the 1950 World Cup. It provides context about the state of American soccer at the time and the British
team’s overconfidence. Through interviews and archival research, it captures the essence of a historic
upset that remains a proud moment for U.S. soccer.

5. Cameroon’s 1990 World Cup Run: The African Giant Awakens
Detailing Cameroon’s stunning performance in the 1990 FIFA World Cup, this book highlights their
quarter-final achievement and the defeat of defending champions Argentina. It discusses the team’s
skill, passion, and the impact of their success on African soccer’s global recognition. The narrative
celebrates a breakthrough that inspired a continent.

6. North Korea’s 1966 World Cup Shock
This book narrates North Korea’s shocking victory over Italy in the 1966 World Cup, a match that
stunned the football world. It explores the political tensions of the era alongside the team’s



determination and tactical discipline. The author offers a rich historical perspective on how this result
challenged expectations on the global stage.

7. Denmark’s Euro 1992 Triumph: From Last Minute Entry to Champions
An inspiring story of Denmark’s unexpected entry into UEFA Euro 1992 and their improbable journey
to winning the tournament. The book discusses the team’s ability to overcome adversity, including
political boycotts and low expectations. It’s a testament to seizing opportunity and the
unpredictability of soccer.

8. South Korea’s 2002 World Cup Surprise
This book covers South Korea’s unprecedented run to the semi-finals in the 2002 FIFA World Cup co-
hosted by South Korea and Japan. It analyzes their tactical approach, home advantage, and the
controversies surrounding some matches. The author highlights how this performance reshaped Asian
soccer’s global image.

9. Rangers’ 1972 European Cup Winners’ Cup Upset
Focusing on Rangers FC’s remarkable victory in the 1972 European Cup Winners’ Cup, this book
details their triumph against formidable European clubs. It examines the team’s resilience, key
players, and the significance of this win in Scottish football history. The story reflects the spirit of
underdogs prevailing against the odds.
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  biggest upset in soccer history: Soccer's Most Wanted™ John Snyder, 2001-09-30 Ernie
Brandts of the Netherlands scored a goal for each team and injured his own goalkeeper in a 1978
World Cup match against Italy. Liverpool’s Robbie Fowler was suspended for four games and fined
for pretending to snort the white chalk endline while celebrating a goal. In 1970, after El Salvador
defeated Honduras in a World Cup qualifying match, the two countries severed diplomatic relations,
and a four-day “Soccer War” broke out, in which more than 10,000 people died. A 1995 match in
South Africa between the host Moroka Swallows and the Qwa Qwa Stars was delayed after the
visiting team accused the host of using magical powers against them. Soccer's Most Wanted™
features the most outrageous players, the oddest injuries, the strangest matches, the most fantastic
finishes, the greatest champions, and the most inept teams. In short, it covers the best and worst
moments in the history of world soccer. Die-hard fans as well as newcomers to the sport will enjoy
this irreverent guide to soccer trivia.
  biggest upset in soccer history: A Cultural History of Sport in the Modern Age Steven A.
Riess, 2022-08-31 A Cultural History of Sport in the Modern Age covers the period 1920 to today.
Over this time, world-wide participation in sport has been shaped by economic developments,
communication and transportation innovations, declining racism, diplomacy, political ideologies,
feminization, democratization, as well as increasing professionalization and commercialization.
Sport has now become both a global cultural force and one of the deepest ways in which individual
nations express their myths, beliefs, values, traditions and realities. The 6 volume set of the Cultural
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History of Sport presents the first comprehensive history from classical antiquity to today, covering
all forms and aspects of sport and its ever-changing social, cultural, political, and economic context
and impact. The themes covered in each volume are the purpose of sport; sporting time and sporting
space; products, training and technology; rules and order; conflict and accommodation; inclusion,
exclusion and segregation; minds, bodies and identities; representation. Steven A. Riess is Professor
Emeritus at Northeastern Illinois University, USA. Volume 6 in the Cultural History of Sport set
General Editors: Wray Vamplew, Mark Dyreson, and John McClelland
  biggest upset in soccer history: Black Pioneers of the North American Soccer League
(1968-84) Patrick Horne, 2019-04-10 They are the Forgotten Figures! They came from Africa, the
Caribbean, the Americas, and the United Kingdom and showed America how to play soccer. They
exhibited highly technical skills of the game, taught the youths in communities across the USA and
Canada, and were their role models. They crusaded the game's uniqueness and its beauty. They
were the black pioneers of the (original) North American Soccer League (1968–'84). Among them
were the first MVPs of the league and the very first NASL Rookie of the Year; they were among the
leading scorers and led their teams to NASL titles. In the process, they played a significant role in
making the NASL a world–respected league, which led to the 1994 World Cup in the USA and now
the successful MLS. Their efforts made soccer an American sport, and among them were Alberto,
Archibald, Auguste, Best, Cannon, Charles, Coker, Cole, Cubillas, Cummings, David, De Leon,
Eusebio, Evans, Fowles, Gamaldo, Grell, Horne, Horton, Ingram, Kapengwe, Knight, Lamptey,
Largie, Lewis, Lichaba, Lindsay, Mathieu, Mfum, Mokgojoa, Motaung, Mwila, Ntsoelengoe, Odoi,
Pearce, Phillips, Sanon, Scott, Sono, St. Lot, St. Vil, St. Vil, Steadman, Valentine, Welch, Welch,
Whalen, and Pele. It all started with them; now they will be forgotten no more. This book is their
tribute!
  biggest upset in soccer history: Endzone John U. Bacon, 2024-03-26 The New York Times
bestseller Endzone tells the story of how one of college football's most successful, richest and
respected programs, the University of Michigan, almost lost it all in less than a decade--and entirely
of its own doing. It is a story of hubris, greed, and betrayal--a tale more suited to Wall Street than
the world's top public university. Author John U. Bacon takes you inside the offices, the board rooms
and the locker rooms of the University of Michigan to see what happened, and why--with countless
eye-opening, head-shaking scenes of conflict and conquest. But Endzone is also an inspiring story of
redemption and revival. When those who loved Michigan football the most recognized it was being
attacked from within, they rallied to reclaim the values that made it great for over a century--values
that went deeper than dollars. The list of heroes includes players, students, lettermen, fans and
faculty--and the leaders who had the courage to listen to them. Their unprecedented uprising
produced a new athletic director, and a new coach--the hottest in the land--who vindicated the fans'
faith when he turned down more money and fame to return to the place he loved most: Michigan. If
you love a good story, you'll want to dive into Endzone: The Rise, Fall and Return of Michigan
Football.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Soccer Chrös McDougall, 2012-01-01 Best Sport Ever:
Soccer takes readers from the beginnings of soccer to present day with a focus on the legends, the
amazing stories, and the unique characteristics that makes the sport great. Discover the ancient
history of soccer, the equipment used in the game then and now, the thrill of the first goal, and the
achievements of Didier Drogba, Pelé, Diego Maradona, Mia Hamm, David Beckham, and so many
others in this amazing overview of the Best Sport Ever: Soccer! Through colorful descriptions, a
glossary, additional resources, engaging sidebars that go beyond the basics into advanced skills and
health benefits, and more, the Best Sport Ever series is a can't miss for today's sports fan. Aligned to
Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo
Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  biggest upset in soccer history: A History of the U.S. Men's National Soccer Team
Clemente A. Lisi, 2017-10-06 The United States men’s national soccer team has a rich history dating
back to the early twentieth century. The team, along with the sport, toiled in obscurity for decades



but found its breakthrough moment in 1989 when the United States qualified for its first World Cup
in 40 years. In A History of the U.S. Men's National Soccer Team, Clemente A. Lisi recounts the
team’s significant achievements and history-making moments, including its decisive 1991 Gold Cup
victory, quarterfinal appearance at the 2002 World Cup, and memorable performance at the 2009
Confederations Cup. Beginning with the formation of the national team and continuing through the
2016 Copa America Centenario, each chapter includes game descriptions, fascinating background
stories, and profiles of notable players from the era. A History of the U.S. Men’s National Soccer
Team features vintage photographs and exclusive player interviews that bring the struggles and
triumphs of the national team to life. Including little-known stories from the team’s early years and
details from its recent past, this book will entertain and inform soccer fans of all generations.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Eight World Cups George Vecsey, 2025-06-25 Full of humor
and insight about sport and culture.... The pomp, glory, and great entertainment all get their due in
Eight World Cups.— The Boston Globe Blending witty travelogue with action on the field—and shady
dealings in back rooms—George Vecsey offers an eye-opening, globe-trotting account of eight World
Cups. He immerses himself in the great national leagues, historic clubs, and devoted fans and
provides his up-close impressions of charismatic soccer stars like Sócrates, Maradona, Baggio, and
Zidane, while also chronicling the rise of the U.S. men's and women's teams. Vecsey shows how each
host nation has made the World Cup its own, from the all-night street parties in Spain in 1982 to the
roar of vuvuzelas in South Africa in 2010, as the game in the stadium is backed up by the game in
the street. But the joy is sometimes undermined by those who style themselves the game's
protectors.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Gaming the World Andrei S. Markovits, Lars Rensmann,
2013-12 Professional sports today have truly become a global force, a common language that
anyone, regardless of their nationality, can understand. Yet sports also remain distinctly local, with
regional teams and the fiercely loyal local fans that follow them. This book examines the
twenty-first-century phenomenon of global sports, in which professional teams and their players
have become agents of globalization while at the same time fostering deep-seated and antagonistic
local allegiances and spawning new forms of cultural conflict and prejudice.
  biggest upset in soccer history: The Soccer Book of Why Charles Cuttone, 2025-06-03 How
close has the United States ever come to winning a World Cup? (Hint: Closer than you might think!)
What American held a world goal-scoring record for eighty-seven years, until it was broken by Lionel
Messi? Where did the word soccer come from? And what the heck is the offside rule? Those
questions and many more are asked and answered in The Soccer Book of Why (and Who, What,
When, Where, and How), by noted soccer journalist and historian Charles Cuttone. The Soccer Book
of Why offers readers a lively and informative look at the world’s game—its history, traditions, rules,
records, quirks, and personalities. Whether the topic is goal scorers or coaches, famous firsts or
memorable moments, if a who, what, when, where, why, or how soccer question is on your mind, this
is the book for you.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Football Soccer World Cup 2022 Guide and Past World
Cups History and Quiz illustrated Etienne Noumen, The World Cup is the biggest stage in
international soccer, and the 2022 edition in Qatar will be no different. A total of 32 teams will
compete for the title, with 64 matches taking place across eight stadiums in the country. The World
Cup will be held in Qatar from November 21 to December 18, 2022. It will be the first World Cup
held in the Middle East and the first World Cup held in an Islamic country. Qatar was selected as the
host country by FIFA's Executive Committee on December 2, 2010. There is no denying that Qatar is
a deserving host country. It has the financial resources to build the infrastructure needed to host a
World Cup, and it has a proven track record of delivering large-scale events, such as the 2006 Asian
Games and the 2009 Gulf Cup of Nations. There are many star players who will be looking to shine
on the world stage in 2022. Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Neymar, Kylian Mbappe, and Sadio
Mane are just some of the big names who will be hoping to lead their teams to glory. However, there
will also be a number of young players who will be looking to make a name for themselves at the



World Cup. Qatar will be hoping to make a good impression as hosts, but they will also be aware of
the controversy surrounding their selection as hosts. Nonetheless, the World Cup is sure to be an
event to remember. So mark your calendars and get ready for some world-class soccer action! I
grew up playing soccer and I still play and coach my kids soccer team and I am a big fan of the
game. As a software and data engineer, I wanted to use my technical skills and my knowledge and
experience accumulated over the years to write a data driven book about the World Cup and give
back to the beautiful game. In this book, I cover the upcoming world cup 2022 with concise
information about the Host, the schedule, the teams, the groups, the young stars, the top players, AI
based prediction about the winner, the golden boot, golden ball, past world cup history and stats,
data analytics about world cup, world cup records, etc. Read on.....
  biggest upset in soccer history: The Global Art of Soccer Richard Witzig, 2006
  biggest upset in soccer history: Beach Soccer Histories Lee McGowan, Elizabeth Ellison,
Michele Lastella, 2023-09-22 Beach Soccer Histories is the first text to consider the sport as a
historical, social and cultural phenomenon, to define its traditions, and present leading research on
the development and significance of football played on sand. Following a period of expansive, rapid
growth, beach soccer is an internationally governed professional sport, which has come a long way
from its origins in Rio de Janeiro in the 1920s. The sand-based variant is distinguished from football
by a range of factors, including the dramatic impact of the playing surface. Yet, the game has
undergone very little academic scrutiny. This research adopts and adapts qualitative methods
related to oral history and football studies, including extensive archival research, semi-structured
interviews, and textual and thematic analyses. As it looks beneath the game’s contemporary reach, it
considers origins, organisations – including FIFA’s influence – and the beach cultures that underpin
its sporting and historical development. This the most comprehensive exploration of beach soccer
and a century of its existence. Beach Soccer Histories examines the game’s historical development,
critical moments and movements in its progress, successes and contentions, and its contemporary
state of play with a view to deepening and advancing our understanding of the game.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Soccer Made Simple Dave Ominsky, P. J. Harari, 1994 With
the explosive growth of youth soccer and overwhelming interest in U.S. professional leagues,
Americans from coast to coast are eager to learn more about soccer. This easy-to-read guide, filled
with illustrations and action photographs, contains everything for the fan and non-fan alike to
understand and enjoy the sport of soccer.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Neymar the Wizard Michael Part, Sole Books, 2014-11-15
Neymar the Wizard is the fascinating coming-of-age story of Neymar da Silva Santos Junior, the
skinny kid from Mogi das Cruzes, who has been called the next Pelé. Neymar has taken Brazil and
the world by storm and continues to inspire millions of fans around the world with his talent, heart,
and winning smile. Following the international bestsellers, The Flea the Amazing Story of Leo Messi
and Ronaldo The Rise of a Winner, by Michael Part, Neymar The Wizard is the heartwarming and
emotional story of a father and son, who, against all odds, made the journey from the edge of
poverty, to international stardom, through love, conviction, and a young boy s belief in himself.
  biggest upset in soccer history: The Remembering Steve Cash, 2011-02-22 THEIR ORIGINS
ARE A MYSTERY. THEIR FUTURE IS AT HAND. For thousands of years the Meq have existed side
by side with humanity—appearing as twelve-year-old children, unsusceptible to wounds and disease,
dying only by extraordinary means. They have survived through the rise and fall of empires and
emperors, through explorations, expansions, and war. Five sacred stones give a few of them mystical
powers, but not the power to understand a long-destined event called the Remembering. In the
aftermath of the nuclear bombing of Japan in 1945, Zianno Zezen finds himself alone, while the fate
of the other Meq and his beloved Opari, carrier of the Stone of Blood, is unknown. But Z’s
archenemy, the Fleur-du-Mal, survives. In the next half century Z will reunite with far-flung friends
both Meq and human, as American and Soviet spies vie to steal and harness the powers and
mysteries of the timeless children. With the day of the Remembering rapidly approaching, Z must
interpret the strange writing on an ancient etched stone sphere. In those markings, Z will discover



messages within messages and begin a journey to the truth about his people and himself. Lyrical and
mesmerizing, The Remembering spans the world and history, from the first humans to a secret that
has never been told before. The Remembering is the moving saga of the Meq—their purpose, past,
and future among us.
  biggest upset in soccer history: My Kingdom for a Horse Ed West, 2018-05-01 From
William Shakespeare's series of history dramas to Sir Walter Scott and George R.R. Martin's A Song
of Ice and Fire, not to mention the smash-hit TV show Game of Thrones, the British civil war of 1455
to 1485 has inspired writers more than any other. Ed West's My Kingdom for a Horse illuminates the
bloody war fought for thirty long years between the descendants of King Edward III in a battle for
the throne. Named after the emblems used by the two leading families, the Houses of York and
Lancaster, the title of the conflict gives it a romantic feel that probably wasn't as apparent to those
on the battlefield having swords shoved into their eyes. And, for all the lovely heraldry and
glamorous costumes of the era, the war saw the complete breakdown of the medieval code of
chivalry in which prisoners were spared, which makes it even better drama. In 1460-61 alone, twelve
noblemen were killed in the field and six were beheaded off it, removing a third of the English
peerage. Written in the spirit of a black comedy, My Kingdom for a Horse is an ideal introduction for
anyone interested in one of history's most insane wars. Featuring some of history's most infamous
figures, including the insane King Henry VI, whose madness triggered the breakdown, and the
wicked Richard III, who murdered his young nephews to take the throne, this fifth entry in West's A
Very, Very Short History of England series is a must for fans of British history.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2025 James Buckley, 2024-12-24
The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2024.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Football FAQ Dave Thompson, 2015-02-01 (FAQ Pop Culture).
Football FAQ is a fast, furious, and opinionated guide to the world's most popular game, an
all-encompassing history that introduces readers to the biggest clubs, the greatest games, the finest
players, and the fiercest rivalries. From Sunderland to Seattle, from Berlin to Buenos Aires, Football
FAQ delves into every aspect of the sport, tracing its development from a victorious Anglo-Saxon
army kicking the heads of their fallen enemies around a field, to the multibillion-dollar industry of
today, and every stop in between. Record breakers and giant killers alike file through the pages,
illustrating the beautiful game as it is played at every level, from the World Cup Final to the village
green, with fully updated commentary on all the world's major competitions, including the 2014
World Cup in Brazil.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Soccer Culture in America Yuya Kiuchi, 2013-12-30 What
does the world's favorite sport mean in the United States? Despite the common belief that it is only a
women's sport, an immigrants' sport, a small kids' sport--or that hating soccer is very American, the
new essays in this volume attest that soccer indeed is a very American and very popular sport,
around since the 1940s. The all-new essays address issues concerning the business of the game, the
meaning of men's and women's professional, national, high school and youth soccer, the community
formed by the game, the media, the referees, the hooliganism and the treatment of the sport in
academe.
  biggest upset in soccer history: Lombardi Dies, Orr Flies, Marshall Cries Brad Schultz,
2015-11-05 The year 1970 was grim in the United States and worldwide. Vietnam, continuing civil
and political divisions, a fear of growing lawlessness, all seemed to point to a bleak future. The 70s
were also a time when traditional boundaries were being challenged, from the color of skin to the
length of hair. Sports events, issues, and athletes from the very first year of this tumultuous decade
reflect the dramatic changes that were taking place around the country. Nowhere was this more
evident than in college football, where the University of Texas became the last all-white national
champion in 1970, even as a freshman still ineligible to play was standing by to bring about
integration. In Lombardi Dies, Orr Flies, Marshall Cries: The Sports Legacy of 1970, Brad Schultz
covers the most significant and momentous sports stories from this single year in American history,



reflecting on the deeper impact of these events both on the sporting world and on society as a
whole. Integration, homosexuality, drugs, lawsuits, and tragedy all crossed the sporting landscape in
1970, including pivotal moments such as student-athlete protests against racism in college football,
the debut of Monday Night Football, a challenge to baseball’s reserve clause, and the plane crash
carrying Marshall University’s football team that killed everyone on board. Schultz tells these stories
and more, thoughtfully placing them within the context of the political, social, and cultural events
taking place across the country and around the world. Many of the athletes from 1970 may no longer
be with us, their records may have been broken, and younger athletes may have taken their place,
but forty-five years later, it is time to look back and reflect on the significance of the events that took
place in this unforgettable sports year. Chronicling a remarkable time in the history of American
sports, this book will interest historians, sports fans, and those wanting to learn more about the
impact of sports on culture and society.
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