
biggest upset in euro history

biggest upset in euro history is a topic that resonates deeply with football fans and
historians alike. Throughout the history of the UEFA European Championship, several
unexpected results have shocked audiences and altered the course of football narratives.
These remarkable moments often involve underdog teams overcoming established giants,
defying odds, and etching their names in football folklore. This article delves into some of
the most astonishing and memorable upsets in the Euro tournament's history, highlighting
the matches, teams, and circumstances that contributed to these historic surprises. The
discussion also explores the impact of these upsets on the teams' legacies and the broader
European football landscape. With an emphasis on detailed analysis and historical context,
this piece offers a comprehensive overview of the biggest upset in euro history and its
significance.
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Defining the Biggest Upset in Euro History
The phrase "biggest upset in euro history" refers to matches or tournaments within the
UEFA European Championship where the outcome defied expectations dramatically. Upsets
typically involve underdog teams defeating favorites, often against overwhelming odds,
unexpected match conditions, or late-stage tournament pressure. Understanding what
constitutes the biggest upset requires examining the pre-match expectations, team
rankings, and the historical context surrounding the events. These upsets are not only
quantified by the final scorelines but also by their broader implications on team reputations
and tournament outcomes.

Criteria for Identifying Major Upsets
Several factors help determine which matches are considered the biggest upsets in Euro
history:

Pre-tournament rankings and odds: Teams considered outsiders based on FIFA
rankings or betting odds.

Historical performances: Teams with little or no prior success defeating established



powerhouses.

Match significance: Upsets occurring in knockout stages or finals have greater
impact.

Scoreline and match dynamics: Unexpected score margins or dramatic
comebacks.

Notable Upsets in UEFA European Championship
History
Throughout the history of the Euro Championship, several matches have stood out due to
their surprising outcomes. These moments have captivated fans and analysts alike, often
changing the trajectory of football history.

Greece’s Triumph in Euro 2004
One of the most iconic upsets occurred during the 2004 European Championship when
Greece, a team with limited international success, won the tournament. Entering as
underdogs, Greece defeated several football giants, including France and the Czech
Republic, before overcoming Portugal in the final. This victory is widely regarded as one of
the biggest shocks in European football history due to Greece’s defensive discipline and
tactical organization.

Turkey’s Semifinal Run in Euro 2008
Turkey’s unexpected journey to the semifinals in Euro 2008 is another highlight. Despite
not being among the favorites, Turkey showcased resilience and flair, defeating teams like
the Czech Republic and Croatia. Their comeback victory against Croatia in the quarterfinals,
where they scored late goals, is often cited as a memorable upset moment.

Other Remarkable Upsets

Denmark’s entry into Euro 1992 after Yugoslavia’s disqualification and subsequent
championship win.

Netherlands' win over Germany in the Euro 1988 semifinals.

Sweden’s defeat of reigning champions France in Euro 1992 group stages.



Case Study: Denmark’s 1992 Euro Victory
Denmark’s 1992 European Championship triumph is often considered the biggest upset in
euro history due to the extraordinary circumstances and the unexpected nature of their
success. Initially not qualified for the tournament, Denmark was called up to replace
Yugoslavia, which was disqualified due to political turmoil. Despite minimal preparation
time and low expectations, Denmark advanced through the tournament and defeated
Germany in the final.

Context and Challenges
The Danish team faced numerous obstacles, including short notice participation and limited
training. Their journey was characterized by tactical discipline, strong team spirit, and a
series of fortunate events that culminated in their victory. This upset challenged
conventional wisdom about team readiness and tournament favorites.

Legacy and Influence
Denmark’s 1992 victory remains a symbol of hope for underdog teams and has inspired
many in European football. It demonstrated that resilience and strategy could overcome
superior talent and preparation. The win also increased the popularity of the European
Championship and contributed to UEFA's global appeal.

Impact of Upsets on European Football
Major upsets in the European Championship have wide-ranging effects on football in
Europe, influencing team strategies, fan engagement, and the sport’s evolution. These
surprising results often lead to reassessments of team strengths and tactical approaches
across the continent.

Changes in Team Preparation and Strategy
Upsets have prompted teams to prioritize tactical flexibility and psychological
preparedness. Coaches increasingly focus on defensive organization and set-piece
efficiency, learning from successful underdog strategies.

Fan and Media Reactions
Unexpected outcomes generate significant media attention, boosting tournament
viewership and fan interest. They create compelling narratives that contribute to the
cultural fabric of European football.



Long-term Effects on Football Development
Upsets encourage investment in football development programs in smaller nations,
promoting competitive balance. They also influence UEFA policies regarding tournament
formats and qualification processes.

Factors Contributing to Major Euro Upsets
Several elements contribute to the occurrence of significant upsets in the European
Championship. Understanding these factors helps explain how underdog teams manage to
triumph against more favored opponents.

Team Cohesion and Mental Strength
Strong team unity and resilience under pressure often differentiate upset winners from
their opponents. Teams that maintain composure and motivation in high-stakes matches
can outperform technically superior teams.

Tactical Innovation
Innovative tactics, such as adopting a defensive counter-attacking style or disrupting the
opponent’s rhythm, play a crucial role. Underdogs frequently employ strategies that
maximize their strengths and exploit opponents’ weaknesses.

External Circumstances
Factors such as injuries to key players, political issues, or unexpected tournament entries
(as in Denmark’s case) can alter the competitive landscape and favor underdog
performances.

Luck and Timing
Football inherently involves elements of chance, including refereeing decisions, weather
conditions, and critical moments within matches. Timing of goals and momentum shifts can
decisively influence outcomes.

Psychological preparedness1.

Strategic planning2.

Adaptability during matches3.

Supportive team dynamics4.



External influences such as politics or injuries5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest upset in European
football history?
One of the biggest upsets in European football history is Greece's victory over Portugal in
the UEFA Euro 2004 final, where underdog Greece won 1-0 against the host nation.

Why was Greece's win in Euro 2004 such a huge upset?
Greece was considered an underdog with little prior success in major tournaments, while
Portugal was a favorite playing on home soil with a talented squad, making Greece's
triumph unexpected and historic.

Has any other team caused a major upset in the
European Championship besides Greece in 2004?
Yes, Denmark's victory in UEFA Euro 1992 is another major upset. Denmark was a late
replacement after Yugoslavia was disqualified and went on to win the tournament against
all odds.

What was shocking about Denmark's win at Euro 1992?
Denmark was not originally qualified and had little preparation time, yet they defeated
strong teams including the reigning champions Netherlands and Germany in the final,
making their triumph a legendary upset.

Are there any notable early-round upsets in Euro
history?
Yes, for example, in Euro 2016, Iceland defeated England 2-1 in the Round of 16, which was
considered a huge upset given Iceland's small population and limited football history.

Which Euro tournament had the most surprising results
overall?
Euro 2004 is often regarded as having the most surprising results, with several underdog
teams like Greece and the Czech Republic eliminating established football powers early in
the competition.



How did the media react to Greece's 2004 Euro victory?
The media widely hailed Greece's victory as one of the greatest shocks in football history,
praising their disciplined defensive play and team spirit against more talented opponents.

What impact did Denmark's 1992 Euro win have on
European football?
Denmark's unexpected win showed that teamwork and resilience could overcome odds,
inspiring smaller footballing nations and adding to the unpredictability and excitement of
European tournaments.

Are there any memorable individual performances
associated with Euro upsets?
Yes, Angelos Basinas' penalty that secured Greece's victory in the 2004 final and Peter
Schmeichel's goalkeeping heroics for Denmark in 1992 are standout individual
contributions in these historic upsets.

How do these upsets influence the perception of
underdog teams in future Euros?
These upsets demonstrate that underdog teams can succeed with strong tactics and
determination, encouraging greater belief and competitiveness among smaller nations in
subsequent European Championships.

Additional Resources
1. The Fall of Constantinople: The Siege that Changed Europe
This book delves into the dramatic 1453 siege of Constantinople by the Ottoman Empire, a
pivotal event that marked the end of the Byzantine Empire. It explores the political,
military, and cultural ramifications that reshaped Europe’s future. The narrative highlights
how this unexpected conquest shifted the balance of power and heralded the rise of the
Ottoman Empire.

2. Waterloo: The Defeat that Shattered Napoleon’s Empire
An in-depth account of the Battle of Waterloo, where Napoleon Bonaparte faced a decisive
defeat in 1815. The book examines the strategies, alliances, and miscalculations that led to
what many consider the biggest upset in European military history. It also reflects on how
this loss ended an era of French dominance and altered the continent’s political landscape.

3. The Miracle of Dunkirk: Against All Odds
This book tells the story of the astonishing evacuation of Allied forces from Dunkirk in 1940
during World War II. It details how a seemingly doomed operation turned into a symbol of
hope and resilience amidst the rapid Nazi advance. The author analyzes the strategic
mistakes and unexpected bravery that defined this critical moment in European history.



4. The Spanish Armada’s Defeat: England’s Stunning Victory
The narrative focuses on the 1588 naval battle where the English fleet overcame the might
of Spain’s Armada, a turning point in European maritime power. It explores the tactical
ingenuity, weather conditions, and political consequences that led to one of the greatest
upsets at sea. This victory helped establish England as a major naval force and altered the
course of European colonization.

5. The Battle of Agincourt: David vs. Goliath in the Hundred Years’ War
A detailed exploration of the 1415 battle where the outnumbered English army, led by King
Henry V, achieved a stunning victory over the French. The book highlights the use of
longbows, terrain, and leadership that contributed to this unexpected triumph. It also
discusses the battle’s impact on medieval warfare and national identity.

6. The Fall of the Berlin Wall: The Collapse of a Divided Europe
This book chronicles the events leading to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, a momentous
upset that symbolized the end of the Cold War. It offers insights into the political upheavals,
grassroots movements, and international pressures that culminated in this historic event.
The author reflects on how this peaceful revolution transformed Europe’s political map.

7. The Battle of Lepanto: Europe’s Naval Miracle
An account of the 1571 naval clash between the Holy League and the Ottoman Empire,
where European forces won a decisive and unexpected victory. The book details the
coalition’s strategic planning and the battle’s significance in halting Ottoman expansion in
the Mediterranean. It underscores the battle’s enduring legacy in European and naval
history.

8. The Defenestration of Prague: Spark of the Thirty Years’ War
This book examines the 1618 incident in Prague where Protestant nobles threw Catholic
officials out of a window, igniting the devastating Thirty Years’ War. It explores how this
seemingly small event triggered one of Europe’s most destructive conflicts. The author
analyzes the political, religious, and social factors that made this upset so consequential.

9. The Siege of Vienna 1683: Turning Back the Ottoman Tide
This work details the failed Ottoman siege of Vienna, which marked a major turning point in
European-Ottoman relations. It highlights the coalition forces’ unexpected coordination and
the decisive battle that halted Ottoman advances into Central Europe. The book discusses
the siege’s role in shaping the future of European power dynamics.
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another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2024.
  biggest upset in euro history: The Greatest Upset Never Seen Jack Danilewicz, 2019-11-01 No
one had really heard of Chaminade University—a tiny NAIA Catholic school in Honolulu with fewer
than eight hundred undergraduates—until its basketball game against the University of Virginia on
December 23, 1982. The Chaminade Silverswords defeated the Cavaliers, then the Division I, No.
1–ranked team in the nation, in what the Washington Post later called “the biggest upset in the
history of college basketball.” Virginia was the most heralded team in the country, led by
seven?foot?four?inch, three?time College Basketball Player of the Year Ralph Sampson. They had
just been paid $50,000—more than double Chaminade’s annual basketball budget—to play an early
season tournament in Tokyo and were making a “stopover” game in Hawaii on their way back to the
mainland. The Silverswords, led by forward Tony Randolph, came back in the second half and won
the game 77–72. Chaminade’s incredible victory became known as the “Miracle on Ward Avenue” or
simply “The Upset” in Hawaii and was featured in the national news. Never before in the history of
college basketball had a school moved so dramatically and irretrievably into the nation’s
consciousness. The Silverswords’ victory was more than just an upset; it was something considered
impossible. And the team’s wins over major college programs continued in the ensuing years. Today
Chaminade is still referred to as “The Giant Killers”—the school that beat Ralph Sampson and
Virginia. The Greatest Upset Never Seen relives the 1982–83 season, when Chaminade put
small?college basketball and Hawaii on the national sports map.
  biggest upset in euro history: World History of Hurdle and Steeplechase Racing Roberto
L. Quercetani, 2009 The author of this book made his debut as an athleticshistorian in 1948 aged 26.
When in close co-operationwith his friend Donald H. Potts he edited A Handbook onOlympic Games
Track and Field Athletics', a statisticalwork which among other things offered the first-everWorld
List of the 100 best track and field performancesof all time ......
  biggest upset in euro history: History for Ready Reference from the Best Historians,
Biographers and Specialists Josephus Nelson Larned, 1895
  biggest upset in euro history: All Data Are Local Yanni Alexander Loukissas, 2019-04-30 How
to analyze data settings rather than data sets, acknowledging the meaning-making power of the
local. In our data-driven society, it is too easy to assume the transparency of data. Instead, Yanni
Loukissas argues in All Data Are Local, we should approach data sets with an awareness that data
are created by humans and their dutiful machines, at a time, in a place, with the instruments at
hand, for audiences that are conditioned to receive them. The term data set implies something
discrete, complete, and portable, but it is none of those things. Examining a series of data sources
important for understanding the state of public life in the United States—Harvard's Arnold
Arboretum, the Digital Public Library of America, UCLA's Television News Archive, and the real
estate marketplace Zillow—Loukissas shows us how to analyze data settings rather than data sets.
Loukissas sets out six principles: all data are local; data have complex attachments to place; data are
collected from heterogeneous sources; data and algorithms are inextricably entangled; interfaces
recontextualize data; and data are indexes to local knowledge. He then provides a set of practical
guidelines to follow. To make his argument, Loukissas employs a combination of qualitative research
on data cultures and exploratory data visualizations. Rebutting the “myth of digital universalism,”
Loukissas reminds us of the meaning-making power of the local.
  biggest upset in euro history: Patterns of Thought in Africa and the West Robin Horton,
1997-07-13 Robin Horton's critical and creative writings on African religious thought have
influenced anthropologists, philosophers, and all those interested in the comparative study of
religion and thought. This selection of some of his classic papers, with a new introduction and
postscript by the author, traces Horton's theoretical ideas over thirty years. In attempting to
understand African religious thought, he also tackles broader issues in the history and sociology of
thought, such as secularisation and modernisation. Part I is a critical assessment of two established
interpretive approaches, the Symbolist and the Theological. Part II proposes an alternative
'Intellectualist' approach that emphasises the structural and processual similarities between



religious and scientific thinking. The postscript appraises the Intellectualist approach in the light of
theorising about religion and world views.
  biggest upset in euro history: Language, Religion and National Identity in Europe and the
Middle East John Myhill, 2006-01-01 This book discusses the historical record of the idea that
language is associated with national identity, demonstrating that different applications of this idea
have consistently produced certain types of results. Nationalist movements aimed at 'unification',
based upon languages which vary greatly at the spoken level, e.g. German, Italian, Pan-Turkish and
Arabic, have been associated with aggression, fascism and genocide, while those based upon
relatively homogeneous spoken languages, e.g. Czech, Norwegian and Ukrainian, have resulted in
national liberation and international stability. It is also shown that religion can be more important to
national identity than language, but only for religious groups which were understood in premodern
times to be national rather than universal or doctrinal, e.g. Jews, Armenians, Maronites, Serbs,
Dutch and English; this is demonstrated with discussions of the Holocaust, the Armenian Genocide,
the civil war in Lebanon and the breakup of Yugoslavia, the United Netherlands and the United
Kingdom.
  biggest upset in euro history: Modes of Thought in Western and Non-Western Societies
Ruth Finnegan, Robin Horton, 2017-10-04 Is there a basic difference in thinking between Western
and non-Western societies? This long-debated yet highly topical problem forms the central question
to which distinguished contributors in the fields of psychology, linguistics, history, and sociology
and, more particularly, of social anthropology and philosophy, address themselves in this
interdisciplinary collection. They are: Barry Barnes, Benjamin N. Colby and Michael Cole, Ruth
Finnegan, Ernest Gellner, Robin Horton, J. M. Ita, Hilary Jenkins, Steven Lukes, Nobuhiro
Nagashima, S. J. Tambiah, W. H. Whiteley, and Sybil Wolfram. The central ideas of this classic work
are reformulated and refined in the various contributions with different possible dichotomies
discussed such as: 'traditional/modern', 'industrial/non industrial', or 'scientific/non-scientific', and
'thinking,' analyzed in terms of its thought processes, content, logic or social background. The
material in the book, which is dedicated to Sir Edward Evans-Pritchard, falls within the general area
of the comparative sociology of knowledge, and will thus particularly interest philosophers, social
anthropologists, and sociologists. The volume is however conceived in an interdisciplinary spirit and
will be of interest to anyone seriously concerned to examine the nature of thinking in our own and
other societies.
  biggest upset in euro history: The Challenge of the Steppes Joseph F. Rudinsky, 1963
  biggest upset in euro history: The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2005 William A.
McGeveran, 2005 All new for 2005, the bestselling almanac of all time is out with its most
indispensable edition ever, featuring updated and expanded sections on noted personalities, sports,
space, education, health, science, nations of the world, economy, awards, environment, consumer
information, and more. Also included are interesting offbeat news stories, notable quotes from the
past year, and a free monthly e-newsletter.
  biggest upset in euro history: Group of Death C Taylor, 2012-06-08 Football is the cruellest
game. Legendary footballer and England Captain Kev King takes no prisoners - on and off the pitch.
He'll stop at nothing in his quest for fame, lifestyle and silverware. But as all who fell for Kev's
'charms' in PREMIERSHIP PSYCHO will remember, Kev's got a temper - a bad one. Now unjustly
accused and losing his place in the England's 2012 squad, Kev's hurt, rejected and publicly betrayed.
Short of offers, he signs up with some two-bit side in the Caucasus, pushing deeper and deeper into
the country's political intrigue. But can Kev really swap nations and make it to 2012 after all? And
can he keep his temper in check long enough to clear his name? A darkly hilarious tale of football,
vengeance, winning and losing. GROUP OF DEATH will be loved by all those who can think of
nothing except Euro 2012 - and by all those who are dreading it entirely. You can follow Kev King
@Kevishly Praise for Premiership Psycho: 'The more of a c*nt Kev King is, the more I like him. How
the f*ck is that possible? ... Very good writing. Best book since Kill Your Friends. Bring on the film.'
Plan B 'Taylor is clearly a very accomplished and witty prose stylist... Premiership Psycho is deeply



satirical and horribly entertaining.' The Mirror 'As with all good satire, this dystopian vision inspires
laughter and loathing in equal measure.' Independent on Sunday 'Magnificent... Hilarious and
heinous.' Sport Magazine 'Funny, dark and a huge mickey-take on celebrity. Brilliant.' The Sun
  biggest upset in euro history: Oxford Principles of European Union Law Robert Schütze,
Takis Tridimas, 2018-03-01 Since the 1957 Rome Treaty, the European Union has changed
dramatically - in terms of its composition, scope and depth. Originally established by six Western
European States, the EU today has 28 Members and covers almost the entire European continent;
and while initially confined to establishing a common market, the EU has come to influence all areas
of political, economic and social life. In parallel with this enormous geographic and thematic
expansion, the constitutional and legislative principles underpinning the European Union have
constantly evolved. This three-volume study aims to provide an authoritative academic treatment of
European Union law. Written by leading scholars and practitioners, each chapter offers a
comprehensive and critical assessment of the state of the law. Doctrinal in presentation, each
volume nonetheless tries to present a broader historical and comparative perspective. Volume I
provides an analysis of the constitutional principles governing the European Union. It covers the
history of the EU, the constitutional foundations, the institutional framework, legislative and
executive governance, judicial protection, and external relations. Volume II explores the structure of
the internal market, while Volume III finally analyses the internal and external substantive policies
of the EU.
  biggest upset in euro history: Rethinking the Union of Europe Post-Crisis Giandomenico
Majone, 2014-04-24 Provocative and timely examination of European integration and the specific
methods that lead to a hazardous monetary union. Includes a deeper investigation of the specific
crisis of monetary integration and argues how integration might be more effectively achieved with
inter-jurisdictional competition.
  biggest upset in euro history: History for Ready Reference Josephus Nelson Larned, 1895
  biggest upset in euro history: EuroTragedy Ashoka Mody, 2018-05-01 EuroTragedy, listed by
both Foreign Affairs and The Financial Times as one of the best books of 2018, is an authoritative
history of the Eurozone from its origins in the post-World II era to the ongoing crisis that has
wracked it since the 2008 financial crisis. It shows how the European push for integration was based
on illusions and pursued in the face of warnings that the pursuit of unity was based on weak
foundations. This updated paperback edition features coverage of the most important events that
have occurred since the publication of the original hardcover edition.
  biggest upset in euro history: European Integration and the Nationalities Question John
McGarry, Michael Keating, 2006-09-27 A highly topical examination of the effect of European
integration on relations between states and minority nations. This new collection brings together the
leading specialists in the field, and covers a wide range of cases, from Northern Ireland in the West,
to Estonia and Latvia in the East, and Cyprus in the South-East. The contributors assess how
European integration has affected the preparedness of states to accommodate minorities across a
range of fundamental criteria, including: enhanced rights protection; autonomy; the provision of a
voice for minorities in the European and international arena; and the promotion of cross-border
cooperation among communities dissected by state frontiers. The comprehensive chapters stress the
importance of the nationality question, and the fact that, contrary to the hopes and beliefs of many
on the left and right, it is not going to go away. Beginning with an introductory essay that
summarizes the impact of European integration on the nationalities question, this accessible book
will be of strong interest to scholars and researchers of politics, nationalism, ethnic conflict and
European studies.
  biggest upset in euro history: Measuring Tomorrow Éloi Laurent, 2017-12-11 How moving
beyond GDP will improve well-being and sustainability Never before in human history have we
produced so much data, and this empirical revolution has shaped economic research and policy
profoundly. But are we measuring, and thus managing, the right things—those that will help us solve
the real social, economic, political, and environmental challenges of the twenty-first century? In



Measuring Tomorrow, Éloi Laurent argues that we need to move away from narrowly useful metrics
such as gross domestic product and instead use broader ones that aim at well-being, resilience, and
sustainability. By doing so, countries will be able to shift their focus away from infinite and
unrealistic growth and toward social justice and quality of life for their citizens. The time has come
for these broader metrics to become more than just descriptive, Laurent argues; applied carefully by
private and public decision makers, they can foster genuine progress. He begins by taking stock of
the booming field of well-being and sustainability indicators, and explains the insights that the best
of these can offer. He then shows how these indicators can be used to develop new policies, from the
local to the global. An essential resource for scholars, students, and policymakers, Measuring
Tomorrow covers all aspects of well-being—including health, education, and the environment—and
incorporates a broad range of data and fascinating case studies from around the world: not just the
United States and Europe but also China, Africa, the Middle East, and India.
  biggest upset in euro history: European Disintegration? Douglas Webber, 2018-11-20 This
new book provides a comprehensive analysis of Europe on the brink of political disintegration.
Observers of the European Union (EU) could be forgiven for thinking that it is in a state of
permanent crisis. The Union has been beset with high levels of Eurozone debt, Russian intervention
and armed conflict in Ukraine, refugees fleeing conflict zones in North Africa and the Middle East,
and the decision of Britain to leave the European Union. This text offers a concise and readable
assessment of the dynamics, character and consequences of these four crises and the increasingly
real possibility of European disintegration. High levels of socio-economic interdependence and
institutionalization have failed to result in an ever closer union, and yet the proposed theories of
disintegration also fall short. Webber instead shows that it is only by looking at the role of the EU's
dominant member, Germany, in each crisis that the potential for an increasingly fragmented Europe
becomes clear. Until now, Germany has been the EU's stabilizing force but this is no longer
guaranteed. The fate of the integration process will depend on whether other, more inclusive forms
of stabilizing leadership may emerge to fill the vacuum created by Berlin's incapacity. This text is the
ideal companion for upper undergraduate and postgraduate students of the European Union, as part
of degrees in politics, international relations or European studies, or for anyone interested in the
crises of the European Union.
  biggest upset in euro history: The Theosophist Henry Steel Olcott, Annie Besant, George
Sydny Arundale, 1884
  biggest upset in euro history: American Journalism and International Relations
Giovanna Dell'Orto, 2013-03-29 American Journalism and International Relations argues that the
American press' disengagement from world affairs has critical repercussions for American foreign
policy. Giovanna Dell'Orto shows that discourses created, circulated, and maintained through the
media mold opinions about the world and shape foreign policy parameters. This book is a history of
U.S. foreign correspondence from the 1840s to the present, relying on more than 2,000 news
articles and twenty major world events, from the 1848 European revolutions to the Mumbai terror
attacks in 2008. Americans' perceptions of other nations, combined with pervasive and enduring
understandings of the United States' role in global politics, act as constraints on policies. Dell'Orto
finds that reductive media discourse (as seen during the 1967 War in the Middle East or Afghanistan
in the 1980s) has a negative effect on policy, whereas correspondence grounded in events (such as
during the Japanese attack on Shanghai in the 1930s or the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991)
fosters effective leadership and realistic assessments.
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