
biggest busts in sports history
biggest busts in sports history have long captured the attention of fans, analysts, and historians
alike. These players were often highly touted prospects or first-round draft picks who failed to meet
expectations, sometimes dramatically so. From costly draft choices that shaped franchises to athletes
whose careers never took off due to various factors, the stories behind these disappointments provide
valuable lessons in sports management and scouting. This article explores some of the most infamous
busts across major sports leagues, analyzing why they are considered failures and the impact they
had on their teams. Understanding these cases sheds light on the unpredictability of athletic potential
and the challenges of talent evaluation. The following sections will cover busts in the NFL, NBA, MLB,
and NHL, along with a discussion of the common reasons behind these career downturns.
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Famous Busts in NHL History

Common Causes Behind Sports Busts

Notable Busts in NFL History
The National Football League (NFL) has seen its share of highly anticipated players who turned out to
be major disappointments. Given the physical and mental demands of professional football, some
athletes fail to transition successfully from college to the pros. The biggest busts in sports history
often come from the NFL draft, where teams invest significant resources in early picks that do not pan
out.

Ryan Leaf
Ryan Leaf is widely regarded as one of the most infamous NFL busts. Drafted second overall in the
1998 NFL Draft by the San Diego Chargers, Leaf was expected to be a franchise quarterback.
However, his career was marred by poor performance, injuries, and off-field issues. Leaf's inability to
handle the pressure and adapt to the NFL level led to a short, unproductive career.

JaMarcus Russell
Selected first overall in the 2007 NFL Draft by the Oakland Raiders, JaMarcus Russell was considered a
generational talent. Unfortunately, his lack of work ethic and conditioning, combined with inconsistent
play, resulted in a career that lasted just three seasons. Russell's failure to meet expectations
solidified his place among the biggest busts in sports history.



Other Notable NFL Busts

Jamarcus Russell – First overall pick, 2007

Akili Smith – Third overall pick, 1999

Charles Rogers – Second overall pick, 2003

Tim Couch – First overall pick, 1999

Biggest Busts in NBA Draft History
The National Basketball Association (NBA) draft has also produced several high-profile busts. Players
selected in the lottery are expected to become stars or at least solid contributors, but some have
fallen far short of these expectations. Factors such as injuries, lack of development, or poor fit with
teams contribute to disappointing careers.

Anthony Bennett
Anthony Bennett was the first overall pick in the 2013 NBA Draft by the Cleveland Cavaliers. Despite
high expectations, Bennett struggled with weight issues, injuries, and inconsistent play. His NBA
tenure was brief and underwhelming, making him one of the biggest busts in sports history in
basketball.

Darko Miličić
Selected second overall in 2003, Darko Miličić was picked ahead of future Hall of Famers such as
Carmelo Anthony, Chris Bosh, and Dwyane Wade. Despite his potential, Miličić never lived up to the
hype and struggled to find a consistent role in the league. His career is often cited as a cautionary
tale in the NBA draft.

Other Notable NBA Busts

Anthony Bennett – First overall pick, 2013

Darko Miličić – Second overall pick, 2003

Greg Oden – First overall pick, 2007

Michael Olowokandi – First overall pick, 1998



Major Busts in MLB Drafts
Major League Baseball (MLB) drafts have similarly produced prospects who failed to reach their
projected potential. Unlike other sports, baseball players often spend years in the minor leagues, and
injuries or skill plateaus can derail promising careers. Some of the biggest busts in sports history
come from MLB first-round picks who never became productive major leaguers.

Brady Aiken
Brady Aiken was the first overall pick in the 2014 MLB Draft selected by the Houston Astros. However,
his career was derailed by elbow injuries and failed physicals that led to a contract dispute. Aiken
never pitched in Major League Baseball and is considered one of the most disappointing draft
outcomes in recent history.

Mark Appel
Mark Appel, selected first overall in the 2013 MLB Draft by the Houston Astros, was once a highly
touted pitching prospect. Despite years of development, Appel struggled with performance and
injuries and ultimately retired from baseball without making a significant MLB impact.

Other Notable MLB Busts

Brady Aiken – First overall pick, 2014

Mark Appel – First overall pick, 2013

Matt Bush – First overall pick, 2004

Delmon Young – First overall pick, 2003

Famous Busts in NHL History
In the National Hockey League (NHL), draft busts are less common due to the extensive scouting and
development systems. However, some high draft picks have failed to meet expectations, either due to
injuries, skill deficiencies, or off-ice issues. These players are remembered as some of the biggest
busts in sports history within hockey.

Alexandre Daigle
Alexandre Daigle was the first overall pick in the 1993 NHL Draft and was hailed as a future superstar.
Unfortunately, Daigle never developed into the player expected of him and had a journeyman career.
His failure to live up to his draft status makes him one of hockey’s most notorious busts.



Patrik Stefan
Selected first overall in 1999, Patrik Stefan faced high expectations but struggled to produce
consistently. Stefan’s NHL career was marked by inconsistency and injuries, preventing him from
becoming the franchise cornerstone many predicted.

Other Notable NHL Busts

Alexandre Daigle – First overall pick, 1993

Patrik Stefan – First overall pick, 1999

Rasmus Dahlin – Although a recent pick, some critics debate his trajectory but he is not widely
considered a bust yet

Scott Scissons – First overall pick, 1991

Common Causes Behind Sports Busts
Understanding why some athletes become prominent busts involves analyzing several common
factors. While every case is unique, patterns emerge that explain why highly touted prospects fail to
succeed at the professional level.

Injuries
One of the most frequent causes of underachievement is injury. Career-altering or recurring injuries
can limit playing time, hinder development, and reduce an athlete’s effectiveness. Many top
prospects have seen their potential curtailed by unfortunate health issues.

Lack of Work Ethic and Mental Preparedness
Success in professional sports demands more than physical talent. A strong work ethic, discipline, and
mental toughness are crucial. Some of the biggest busts in sports history struggled with motivation,
preparation, or handling pressure, resulting in poor performance and short careers.

Off-Field Issues
Legal troubles, substance abuse, and other off-field distractions can derail an athlete’s career. Teams
often gamble on players' character and maturity, and when these issues arise, they often contribute
to a player’s failure to meet expectations.



Overhyped Scouting and Poor Evaluation
Sometimes teams make poor evaluations based on incomplete or exaggerated information.
Overhyped scouting reports and unrealistic expectations can lead to players being drafted too high,
with the resulting pressure and scrutiny contributing to their bust status.

Injuries limiting physical ability and development

Insufficient work ethic or mental preparation

Off-field problems impacting focus and availability

Overestimation of talent during scouting and drafting

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest bust in NBA draft history?
The biggest bust in NBA draft history is often considered to be Anthony Bennett, who was the first
overall pick in the 2013 NBA Draft but failed to live up to expectations throughout his career.

Who is one of the most famous busts in NFL history?
JaMarcus Russell, the first overall pick in the 2007 NFL Draft, is widely regarded as one of the biggest
busts due to his poor performance and lack of work ethic in the league.

Which MLB player is known as one of the biggest busts after
being a top draft pick?
Matt Bush, once a top baseball prospect, struggled with injuries and off-field issues, ultimately failing
to meet the high expectations placed on him.

What factors contribute to a player being labeled as a 'bust'
in sports?
Players are labeled as busts due to a combination of high expectations based on draft position or
signing bonuses, poor performance, injuries, lack of development, or off-field issues.

Has there been a significant bust in soccer (football) draft or
transfers?
Freddy Adu is often cited as a major bust in soccer, as he was highly touted as a teenage prodigy but
failed to make a significant impact at the professional level.



Which NHL player is considered a notable draft bust?
Alexandre Daigle, the first overall pick in the 1993 NHL Draft, is considered a major bust because he
did not live up to the expectations set by his draft position.

Are there any famous busts in tennis history?
While tennis doesn't have drafts, players like Donald Young have been considered busts due to early
hype and expectations that were never fully realized at the professional level.

What is an example of a big bust in Olympic sports?
Lance Armstrong was once a celebrated cyclist and Olympic hopeful, but his career became a major
bust after doping scandals led to his titles being stripped and a fall from grace.

Can a 'bust' happen due to injuries alone?
Yes, injuries can cause highly talented athletes to become busts if they are unable to perform or
develop as expected, despite their potential and initial promise.

Additional Resources
1. Fallen Giants: The Biggest Busts in Sports History
This book delves into the careers of athletes who were once hailed as future legends but failed to
meet expectations. It explores the factors behind their declines, from injuries and personal struggles
to management decisions and off-field controversies. Through detailed case studies, readers gain
insight into the harsh realities of professional sports.

2. From Promise to Disappointment: The Sports Draft Bust Phenomenon
Focusing on the NFL, NBA, and MLB drafts, this book examines some of the most notorious draft busts
in history. It analyzes how scouts and teams sometimes miss the mark despite exhaustive evaluation
processes. The narrative also highlights the impact these busts have on teams' futures and fan bases.

3. When Talent Fizzles: Stories of Sports Stars Who Never Made It
This collection recounts the journeys of athletes who showed immense potential in their early careers
but ultimately failed to deliver on the big stage. It discusses the pressures of professional sports and
the mental and physical challenges that contribute to underperformance. The book provides a
compassionate look at the human side of sporting failures.

4. The Bust Report: Unmasking the Biggest Letdowns in Sports
A comprehensive report featuring some of the most shocking busts across various sports, this book
offers an investigative approach. It uncovers the behind-the-scenes stories and decisions that led to
these athletes’ downfall. Interviews with coaches, teammates, and analysts enrich the narrative.

5. Cracked Helmets and Broken Promises: The Tragic Ends of Sports Careers
Highlighting careers cut short by injury or controversy, this book tells the tales of athletes whose
promising futures were derailed. It focuses on the physical and emotional toll of sports and how a
single moment can change everything. The stories serve as cautionary tales for aspiring athletes.



6. Draft Day Disasters: The Biggest Busts in Professional Sports History
This book zeroes in on draft picks that failed spectacularly, analyzing what went wrong from talent
evaluation to player development. It covers multiple leagues and provides statistical insights
alongside personal stories. Readers learn about the high stakes and unpredictability of drafting young
talent.

7. The Great Expectations Trap: How Pressure Creates Sports Busts
Exploring the psychological side of sports busts, this book examines how immense expectations can
weigh heavily on athletes. It discusses cases where mental health struggles and performance anxiety
led to disappointing careers. The author offers perspectives on how athletes and organizations can
better manage pressure.

8. Beyond the Hype: The Real Stories of Sports’ Biggest Busts
This narrative-driven book strips away media hype to reveal the true stories behind high-profile busts.
It includes interviews with the athletes themselves, providing a first-person perspective on their
challenges and regrets. The book encourages a more empathetic understanding of failure in sports.

9. Lost Potential: The Untold Stories of Sports’ Most Notorious Busts
Focusing on lesser-known but equally impactful busts, this book sheds light on athletes whose stories
have been overshadowed by bigger names. It explores systemic issues in scouting, training, and
management that contribute to these failures. The book aims to provide a fuller picture of what it
means to be a bust in professional sports.
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  biggest busts in sports history: The 20 Greatest Moments in New York Sports History Todd
Ehrlich, Gary Myers, 2023-09-19 Can you guess the most memorable sports moments to happen in
the Big Apple? Collected together for the first time, The 20 Greatest Moments in New York Sports
History chronicles the most memorable sporting events to be held in New York, ranking them based
on importance and effect on the sport (and city). Broken down into four parts, each event will
include the storyline that led up to the moment, original materials from the media coverage of the
event, a column from a local journalist to lend perspective, and finally first-person accounts from the
men and women that made these moments happen. Veteran journalists Todd Ehrlich and Gary Myers
dive deep into each of these moments, sharing why they are so special and the reason we still talk
about them today. Including original interviews and information previously unreleased, The 20
Greatest Moments in New York Sports History is not only for the New York sports fan, but anyone
who appreciates the amazing effect that baseball, basketball, football, hockey, tennis, golf, boxing,
and numerous other sports can have on our cities and country as a whole. So...which event will be at
the top? Roger Maris breaking The Babe's Home Run record? Willis Reed hobbling onto the count
before game seven against the Lakers in the 1970 NBA Finals? David Tyree's Helmet Catch in Super
Bowl XLII? Mark Messier's guarantee before the 1994 Stanley Cup? Tiger Woods dominating on
Bethpage's Black Course to win the 2002 US Open? Or perhaps the bout at Madison Square Garden
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between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier? There's only one way to find out!
  biggest busts in sports history: The Great Book of Seattle Sports Lists Mike Gastineau,
2010-10 With loyal fans supporting their major sports teams in the Seahawks (NFL), Mariners (MLB)
- plus a rabid fan base for University of Washington jocks - Seattle is a great place for a sports
debate. Local sports-radio talker Mike Gastineau teams up with longtime sportswriters Steve
Rudman and Art Thiel to bring Seattle sports history to life with this provocative and enjoyable - not
to mention debatable - book of lists. They also enlist list contributions by famous players, coaches,
and Seattle celebrities including Mike Holmgren, Matt Hasselbeck, Ichiro Suzuki, George Karl, Pearl
Jam, Kevin Calabro, Sir Mix-a-Lot, and more.
  biggest busts in sports history: The Great Book of Washington DC Sports Lists Len
Shapiro, Andy Pollin, 2008-12-16 Sports talk in America has evolved from small-time barroom banter
into a major media smorgasbord that runs 24/7 on TV and radio. With hundreds of billions of dollars
generated annually by pro and college teams in major markets nationwide, sports fans across the
country are more dedicated than ever to their teams. And when it comes to sports talk -- especially
all-sports radio -- it's all about entertainment, information, prognostication, analysis, rankings, and
endless discussion. Prominent sports-media figures in each of the three target cities -- Cleveland,
Detroit, and Washington, D.C. -- engage in this phenomenon with a compilation of sports lists sure to
delight as well as stir up debate within these already-buzzing sports communities. List topics
include: What were the most lopsided trades in local sports history? Who were the most overrated
athletes to play in our town? What local athlete had the best appearance in TV or film? What was the
most heartbreaking loss in local sports history? What was the greatest single play in local sports
history? Who are our team's most hated rivals? Plus dozens of guest lists contributed by famous local
sports and entertainment celebrities. Following each of the four major pro sports teams -- the
Redskins (NFL), the Capitals (NHL), the Nationals (MLB), and the Wizards (NBA) -- plus prominent
college sports programs such as Georgetown and Maryland, D.C.'s fans have a vast array of choices,
and Andy Pollin and Leonard Shapiro are the guys who help sort them out.
  biggest busts in sports history: A Brief History of American Sports Elliott J. Gorn, Warren
Goldstein, 2004 Elliott J. Gorn and Warren Goldstein show us where our games and pastimes came
from, how they developed, and what they have meant to Americans. The great heroes of baseball
and football are here, as well as the dramatic moments of boxing and basketball. Beyond this, the
authors show us how sports fit into the larger contours of our past. A Brief History of American
Sports reveals that from colonial times to the present, sports have been central to American culture,
and a profound expression of who we are.
  biggest busts in sports history: Montana and the NFL Brian D'Ambrosio, 2017-08-21
Montanans' football obsession goes far beyond storied college programs. From Baker to Zurich, even
the tiniest towns in Montana have sent players to the NFL. One of the most dominant offensive
linemen of the 1940s was Anaconda's own Francis Cope, who earned All-Decade honors as a New
York Giant. Elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1991, MSU alum Jan Stenerud was the
league's first soccer-style kicker. Pat Donovan, who earned a Super Bowl ring with the Dallas
Cowboys in the 1970s, was named by Sports Illustrated as the fourth-greatest Montana athlete of
the twentieth century. Griz Doug Betters was a member of the Miami Dolphins' famed Killer Bees
and the 1983 NFL defensive player of the year. From the obscure to the prominent, author Brian
D'Ambrosio celebrates Big Sky Country's rich connections with America's favorite professional
sports league.
  biggest busts in sports history: Communication and Sport Andrew C. Billings, Michael L.
Butterworth, Nicky Lewis, 2025-07-15 Communication and Sport: Surveying the Field examines a
wide array of topics necessary for students to understand sports media, rhetoric, culture, and
organizations from micro to macro-level issues. Everything from youth to amateur to professional
sports is addressed through varied useful lens such as mythology, community, and identity.
Communication and Sport introduces readers to the traditions and vocabulary found in
communication scholarship as it then explains what distinguishes communication from related



disciplinary approaches, such as sociology, anthropology, history, and cultural studies. Subsequent
chapters explore such issues as: fan cultures; racial identity and gender in sports media; politics and
nationality in sports; parent/child relationships and player/coach interactions in sports; sports and
religion; and crisis communication in sports organization. In response to changes in the sporting
landscape, the Fifth Edition features an extensive structural change and reorganization with newly
designed units and chapters in addition to introducing a new coauthor Nicky Lewis.
  biggest busts in sports history: A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864–2006 Peter C. Bjarkman,
2014-06-17 When Cuba met Japan in the finals of Major League Baseball’s 2006 World Baseball
Classic (WBC), many among the international audience were shocked that a purported “amateur”
team could challenge for the sport’s first true world championship. But those who had paid attention
to international tournaments were hardly surprised by Cuba’s strong showing against all-star teams
of Puerto Rican, Dominican, Venezuelan, and U.S. major leaguers. The undisputed champions of
global baseball, Cuba had reigned supreme for better than a half-century at the avowed American
national game. In this groundbreaking volume, Peter Bjarkman traces the full arc of island baseball
history, from the pioneering era of integrated play in the winter leagues, across the many triumphs
of the post-revolution decades, and up through Cuba’s initial WBC triumphs.
  biggest busts in sports history: Sports Global Influence: A Survey of Society and Culture in
the Context of Sport Skye G. Arthur-Banning, Solomon Waliaula, 2020-06-15 This volume was first
published by Inter-Disciplinary Press in 2015. Evolving sport cultures have had the dual capacity of
both illuminating the inner human experience while also connecting this experience to outer
socio-economic institutional practices. The unique chapters of this book capture the processes that
define this simultaneous centripetal and centrifugal motion of sport such the opportunity sport can
provide for social change in a community, out to the bigger debates of global marketing and state
legitimacy that accrue from sport. Stock discourses on sport such as sport commodification,
mediatization, instrumentalization; social and physical capital of sport; and the rope of sport in the
contours of geo-politics and international diplomacy are explored both in their theoretical framing
and also in specific scenarios and locations. The collection of works span from Qatar to South Africa,
the United States to England and provides a modern look at sport’s interdisciplinary shape in the
global context of society and culture.
  biggest busts in sports history: Now You Know Big Book of Sports Doug Lennox,
2009-09-07 Ever wonder where the figure skating terms axel, salchow, and lutz came from? Or why
a curling tournament is called a brier? And how about a haymaker in boxing or a high five in any
sport? Well, Doug Lennox, the world champion of trivia, is back to score touchdowns, hit homers,
and knock in holes-in-one every time with a colossal compendium of Q&A athletics that has all
anyone could possibly want to know from archery and cycling to skiing and wrestling and everything
in between. What's more, Doug goes for gold with a wealth of Winter and Summer Olympics lore and
legend that will amaze and captivate armchair fans and fervent competitors alike. What do the five
Olympic rings and their colours represent? Why does the winner of the Indianapolis 500 drink milk
in victory lane? Who was the first player ever to perform a slam dunk in a basketball game? Why are
golfers' shortened pants called plus-fours? When was the Stanley Cup not awarded? Why does the
letter k signify a strikeout on a baseball score sheet? Where is the world's oldest tennis court?
  biggest busts in sports history: 501 Baseball Books Fans Must Read Before They Die Ron
Kaplan, 2013-04-01 Propounding his “small ball theory” of sports literature, George Plimpton
proposed that “the smaller the ball, the more formidable the literature.” Of course he had the
relatively small baseball in mind, because its literature is formidable—vast and varied, instructive,
often wildly entertaining, and occasionally brilliant. From this bewildering array of baseball books,
Ron Kaplan has chosen 501 of the best, making it easier for fans to find just the books to suit them
(or to know what they’re missing). From biography, history, fiction, and instruction to books about
ballparks, business, and rules, anyone who loves to read about baseball will find in this book a
companionable guide, far more fun than a reference work has any right to be.
  biggest busts in sports history: The Great New York Sports Debate Roger Rubin, David



Lennon, 2006-10-31 Two top authorities slug it out over the fifty hottest debates in New York sports
New Yorkers are notoriously opinionated, and nothing spurs their argumentative side quite like
sports. David Lennon of Newsday and Roger Rubin of The New York Daily News—two New York
sportswriters, add gasoline to the fire with The Great New York Sports Debate, a raucous and
spirited examination of the fifty most contentious issues in New York athletics. Longtime friends and
rivals, Lennon and Rubin engage in heated debate on a wide range of topics, including: • Is George
Steinbrenner good or evil? • Which athlete is the biggest villain in New York? • New York’s greatest
quarterback: Namath or Simms? • Can a New Yorker like “both teams”? Touching on every aspect of
New York sports—including baseball, basketball, boxing, and the New York Marathon—The Great
New York Sports Debate is guaranteed to spark lively discussion among sports fans everywhere.
  biggest busts in sports history: Montana Baseball History Skylar Browning, Jeremy
Watterson, 2015-06-15 The Wild West had nothing on Montana's first baseball games. Fights, booze,
cheating and gambling fueled the state's inaugural professional league in 1892. The turn of the
century brought star-studded barnstorming tours and threats of bloodshed. Big Sky Country
embraced a distinctly different version of the old ballgame, and Montana players who made their
way to big league diamonds helped change the sport on and off the field. From the Lewis and Clark
expedition to Dave McNally's historic career, award-winning journalist Skylar Browning and
researcher Jeremy Watterson reveal Montana's relationship with America's pastime.
  biggest busts in sports history: The Hardball Times Baseball Annual 2008 Bryan Tsao,
Carolina Bolado, Joe Distelheim, 2007-11 A comprehensive analysis of the entire 2007 baseball
season from the first pitch to the last out, including a breakdown of the post season and the World
Series. Key features include: ? Reviews of how 2005 played out in each of baseball's six divisions ?
An in-depth look at the minor leagues ? Detailed team stats and graphs ? Team-by-team individual
hitting and fielding numbers ? A postseason and World Series round up
  biggest busts in sports history: Teaching Sports Economics and Using Sports to Teach
Economics Matheson, Victor A., Fenn, Aju J., 2022-04-19 There is a dire need for a comprehensive
pedagogical resource both on diverse approaches to teaching sports economics and the use of sports
to teach broader principles of economic concepts. This book does exactly that. The contributions
from leading scholars and teachers in both fields will help all instructors looking to raise their
teaching game.
  biggest busts in sports history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This
book includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that
generated tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It
features stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain
scoring 100 points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in
the 1960s as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most
legendary athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell,
Bobby Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath
delivered on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in
Sports: A Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade
in sports history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous
period of American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The
NFL and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports
alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights



Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
  biggest busts in sports history: NFL Draft ,
  biggest busts in sports history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Centers (Basketball)
Wikipedia contributors,
  biggest busts in sports history: Chicago Tribune Index , 2007
  biggest busts in sports history: Random House Historical Dictionary of American Slang: A-G
Jonathan E. Lighter, Random House (Firm), 1994 Dictionary of American slang, covering all eras of
American history with accurate definitions and extensive, dated citations.
  biggest busts in sports history: Bob Breitbard: San Diego's Sports Keeper Dan Fulop,
2012-06-30 Bob Breitbard: San Diegos Sports Keeper, chronicles the life and accomplishments of a
visionary sportsman and great San Diego icons. An all-star in San Diegos sports lineup for more than
half a century, Breitbard was involved in the local sports scene as a player, coach, team owner,
builder, booster and benefactor of institutions and organizations that helped make San Diego a
major-league city. Breitbard followed his football playing and coaching days at Hoover High School
and San Diego State College by becoming the guardian and promoter of the citys sports scene. In
1946, he founded the Breitbard Athletic Association to honor local high school, amateur and
professional athletes, and later established the Breitbard Hall of Fame. The Foundation developed
into the San Diego Hall of Champions, which today is the nations largest multi-sport museum and a
shrine to honor local high school, amateur and professional sports stars- hometown heroes of the
past, present and future. Breitbard was the driving force behind the building of the San Diego Sports
Arena and the owner of its original tenant, the Gulls of the Western Hockey League, and the
expansion NBA Rockets. Breitbard was also one of the founding members of the Greater San Diego
Sports Association, a group that helped build San Diego Stadium, bring the Chargers and
major-league Padres to town, establish and support the Holiday Bowl and other first-class sports
events and facilities. Much more than just a uniquely dedicated caretaker of San Diegos sports, the
kind and generous Breitbard was a local treasure that helped make San Diego the wonderful city it
is today.
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