
biggest blowouts in college football history

biggest blowouts in college football history have captured the attention of fans, analysts, and
historians alike due to their sheer dominance and record-setting margins. These games highlight
moments when one team overwhelmingly outperformed the other, often resulting in lopsided scores
that stand the test of time. From early 20th-century contests to more recent matchups, the history of
college football is punctuated by these extraordinary victories. Understanding the context, teams
involved, and the impact of these blowouts provides valuable insight into the sport’s evolution. This
article explores some of the most significant blowouts in college football, the circumstances
surrounding them, and their place in the annals of the game. A detailed examination of the largest
margins of victory and notable performances will follow, illustrating why these games remain
unforgettable in college football lore.

Historical Largest Margins of Victory

Notable Blowouts in Modern College Football

Factors Contributing to Huge Blowouts

Impact and Legacy of Blowout Games

Historical Largest Margins of Victory
The history of college football is marked by several astonishing blowouts that set records for the
largest margins of victory. Many of these games occurred during the early years of the sport when
disparities between teams could be immense due to uneven talent distribution and evolving rules.
Such contests often resulted in scores that would be unheard of in today's more balanced competitive
environment.

Georgia Tech vs. Cumberland (1916)
One of the most infamous blowouts in college football history took place in 1916 when Georgia Tech
defeated Cumberland College by a staggering score of 222-0. This game remains the largest margin
of victory ever recorded in college football. Georgia Tech's dominance was so overwhelming that
Cumberland was unable to score or even complete a single pass. The game's outcome was influenced
by Cumberland's lack of preparation and player availability, leading to a one-sided and historic rout.

Other Significant Early Blowouts
Besides the Georgia Tech-Cumberland game, several other early 20th-century matchups featured
enormous blowouts. These include:



Washington University defeating Missouri School of Mines 142-0 in 1913

Michigan's 128-0 victory over Buffalo in 1901

Texas A&M's 129-0 win against Tulsa in 1915

These contests underscore the wide performance gaps that existed in the formative years of college
football.

Notable Blowouts in Modern College Football
While blowouts of the magnitude seen in the early 1900s are rare today, modern college football still
features games with remarkably large victory margins. These recent blowouts often occur due to
mismatches between major programs and smaller schools or during particularly dominant seasons for
powerhouse teams.

Oklahoma vs. Texas A&M (2003)
In 2003, the Oklahoma Sooners delivered one of the biggest blowouts in recent memory by defeating
Texas A&M 77-0. This game highlighted Oklahoma’s offensive firepower and defensive prowess during
a national championship-contending season. The lopsided score exemplified how top-tier programs
can dominate less competitive opponents in the modern era.

Other Modern Blowouts Worth Mentioning
Several other modern games have featured notable blowouts, including:

Georgia’s 73-3 victory over Vanderbilt in 2017

Alabama’s 77-0 win against Western Carolina in 2019

Florida State’s 79-0 triumph over Duquesne in 2018

Though not record-breaking, these games demonstrate how significant blowouts remain a part of
college football’s competitive landscape.

Factors Contributing to Huge Blowouts
Understanding why some college football games result in massive blowouts involves examining
several contributing factors. These elements often combine to create situations where one team is
vastly superior to its opponent on game day.



Talent Disparity and Program Resources
One of the primary reasons for blowouts is the disparity in talent and resources between programs.
Powerhouse programs with extensive recruiting budgets, top coaching staffs, and superior facilities
tend to excel against smaller schools with fewer resources. This imbalance often leads to dominant
performances and large score margins.

Coaching and Game Preparation
The quality of coaching and preparation can heavily influence a team’s performance. Well-coached
teams with detailed game plans and disciplined execution frequently outperform less-prepared
opponents. In some historical blowouts, the losing team was hampered by lack of preparation or even
fielding an incomplete roster.

Rules and Era Differences
Changes in college football rules and playing style over the years also impact the frequency and scale
of blowouts. Earlier eras featured more lopsided scores due to different scoring systems, substitution
rules, and competitive balance. Modern regulations and scholarship limits have helped level the
playing field, reducing the incidence of extreme blowouts.

Impact and Legacy of Blowout Games
Blowout games have lasting effects on programs, players, and the broader college football landscape.
These contests can influence recruiting, team morale, and even the historical reputation of programs
involved.

Recruiting and Program Reputation
Dominant victories enhance a program’s reputation and can be leveraged in recruiting efforts.
Prospective players are often drawn to successful teams with a history of overwhelming opponents.
Conversely, teams on the losing end of blowouts may face challenges in attracting top talent.

Rule Changes and Competitive Balance
Some of the most extreme blowouts in college football history have prompted discussions about rule
changes and scheduling reforms to promote competitive balance. Limiting mismatches and ensuring
more equitable competition remain ongoing priorities for the NCAA and conferences.

Memorable Moments and Records
These games contribute to the rich history of college football by setting records and creating
memorable moments. Whether through astonishing point totals or defensive shutouts, blowouts



remain part of the narrative that defines the sport's heritage and evolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the biggest blowout in college football history?
The biggest blowout in college football history is Georgia Tech's 222-0 victory over Cumberland
College in 1916.

When did the largest margin of victory in college football
occur?
The largest margin of victory occurred in 1916 during the game between Georgia Tech and
Cumberland, where Georgia Tech won by 222 points.

Which teams were involved in the most lopsided college
football game ever?
The most lopsided college football game was between Georgia Tech and Cumberland College in 1916,
ending 222-0.

Are there any recent games with extremely large blowouts in
college football?
While blowouts still occur, modern games rarely approach the historic margins like the 1916 Georgia
Tech vs. Cumberland game, due to changes in sportsmanship and competitive balance.

What factors contributed to the 222-0 blowout in 1916?
Several factors contributed, including Cumberland fielding a non-competitive team, Georgia Tech's
strong offense, and the lack of sportsmanship rules limiting the scoring at the time.

Have any NCAA Division I games featured blowouts over 100
points?
No NCAA Division I games have featured blowouts exceeding 100 points in recent history; such large
margins are extremely rare at the highest level today.

What is one of the largest blowouts in recent college football
history?
One of the largest recent blowouts was in 2018 when Georgia Tech defeated Delaware State 69-0.



How do modern college football teams handle games when
they have a huge lead?
Modern teams often ease up to avoid running up the score excessively, substituting second-string
players and focusing on sportsmanship.

Why are blowouts less common in college football today
compared to early 20th century?
Blowouts are less common due to improved competitive balance, scholarship limits, better coaching,
and sportsmanship norms discouraging excessive scoring.

Additional Resources
1. Gridiron Goliaths: The Biggest Blowouts in College Football
This book dives deep into the most one-sided games in college football history, analyzing the teams,
players, and circumstances that led to these historic blowouts. It offers detailed game recaps, player
interviews, and expert commentary. Readers will gain insight into how these monumental wins
shaped college football legacies.

2. Crushing Defeats: Unforgettable Blowouts on the College Football Field
Explore the stories behind the most crushing defeats ever recorded in college football. This book
highlights the emotional and strategic aspects of blowouts, examining both dominant victors and
overwhelmed teams. It also discusses the aftermath and how programs rebuilt after historic losses.

3. Blowout Battles: The Anatomy of College Football's Largest Margins
Blowout Battles breaks down the tactics and performances that led to some of the largest margins of
victory in college football. Through play-by-play analysis and coaching insights, this book reveals what
makes a blowout possible and the lessons learned from these games.

4. Unequaled: Legendary Blowouts in NCAA Football History
Unequaled profiles legendary blowouts that have become part of NCAA football lore. The book
includes profiles of standout players who dominated these games and the coaches who orchestrated
these overwhelming victories. It also contextualizes these games within their seasons and rivalries.

5. Dominance Defined: Historic Blowouts and Their Impact on College Football
This book explores how historic blowouts have influenced college football's evolution, from rule
changes to recruiting. It covers memorable games that showcased absolute dominance and how
these performances inspired or demoralized teams. Readers will appreciate the broader impact of
these lopsided contests.

6. Margin of Victory: The Biggest Blowouts in College Football History
Margin of Victory provides a comprehensive list and analysis of the biggest blowouts in college
football, supported by statistics and historical context. The book also delves into the stories behind
the numbers, highlighting the human element in these overwhelming wins.

7. Blowout Kings: Teams That Rewrote College Football History
Blowout Kings celebrates the teams that delivered record-setting blowouts, examining what made



these squads exceptional. Through interviews, archival footage, and expert analysis, the book
captures the essence of dominance and team synergy on the gridiron.

8. Victory by a Landslide: The Most Lopsided Games in College Football
This book chronicles the most lopsided games ever played in college football, offering vivid recounts
and player perspectives. It discusses the factors that contributed to such uneven scores, including
mismatches in talent, strategy, and sometimes extraordinary circumstances.

9. Historic Hammerings: The Stories Behind College Football's Biggest Blowouts
Historic Hammerings uncovers the stories behind the scoreboard, exploring the context and
significance of college football's biggest blowouts. The book combines narrative storytelling with
factual analysis to provide a compelling look at these unforgettable games and their lasting legacy.
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  biggest blowouts in college football history: Football's Most Wanted™ Floyd Conner,
2000-09-30 In 1920, the University of Texas Longhorns ate their mascot at a postseason banquet. In
1940, Turk Edwards of the Washington Redskins suffered a career-ending knee injury during the
pre-game coin toss. In 1969, Clive Rush was nearly electrocuted while being introduced as the new
coach of the Boston Patriots. During the 1893 Army-Navy game, a general punched a heckling
admiral and challenged him to a duel, which resulted in President Grover Cleveland suspending the
game for six years. Football’s Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the
strangest plays, the most bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the
oddest injures, the greatest upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college
football. Many of these 700 anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first
time. Football’s Most Wanted™ features the worst players, the most inept teams, the strangest
plays, the most bizarre nicknames, the most fantastic finishes, the dirtiest players, the oddest
injures, the greatest upsets, and the most boneheaded calls in both professional and college football.
Many of these 700 anecdotes, arranged in 70 top-ten lists, are published here for the first time.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: G.O.A.T. College Football Teams Diane Lindsey
Reeves, 2026-01-01 Every season, college football brings in billions of dollars from ticket sales and
TV deals. Millions of fans tune in to college games every weekend to watch their favorite teams in
action. The best teams have legendary coaches, amazing players, and long traditions of winning.
Explore the greatest teams in the history of college football and choose your favorites.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Baseball's Most Bizarre Plays Alan Hirsch,
2021-12-14 Baseball has produced some notably strange plays--like Randy Johnson's fastball
dismantling a bird--yet there have been many that defy belief. Beginning with Todd Frazier tricking
umpires into calling an out with a rubber ball and culminating in Al The Mad Hungarian Hrabosky
pitching into a scrum of two batters and a manager at home plate, this book describes the 150 most
bizarre plays in the history of the game. Baserunners going in the wrong direction, outfielders
kicking the ball, three runners meeting at one base, two balls in play, players ejected for dancing
and many other anomalies are presented with detailed commentary.
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  biggest blowouts in college football history: The Greatest College Football Rivalries of All
Time Martin Gitlin, 2014-08-14 College football is one of the most popular sports in the United
States. Fans follow their favorite team with unfailing loyalty, and nowhere do the colors come out
more fervently than when rivals face off. These games bring out the passion, the rituals, and even
the rage of football fans across the country. Whether based on history and tradition, or proximity
and local pride, college rivalry games have an intensity unmatched by any other sporting event. The
Greatest College Football Rivalries of All Time: The Civil War, the Iron Bowl, and Other Memorable
Matchups showcases the best of these competitions. Martin Gitlin details game highlights, the
history behind the rivalries, and how the fans, players, and coaches have impacted the matchups.
The fourteen top rivalries are covered, including the always-intense battles between the Ohio State
Buckeyes and the Michigan Wolverines, the great in-state rivalry between the Auburn Tigers and the
Alabama Crimson Tide, and the historic contests between the Army Black Knights and the Navy
Midshipmen. In addition to capturing the action of the games, this book also covers the personal
stories that heighten the passion and intensity of the rivalries—including pranks pulled over the
years by opposing fans. With stats and series highlights detailed in each entry, and featuring
historical and contemporary photographs throughout its pages, The Greatest College Football
Rivalries of All Time is a must-read for every fan of college football.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The USA TODAY College Football
Encyclopedia 2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive
research, this work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college
football in the past 50 years.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Boys' Life , 2002-08 Boys' Life is the official
youth magazine for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of
news, nature, sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Understanding How Science Explains the
World Kevin McCain, 2022-07-07 All people desire to know. We want to not only know what has
happened, but also why it happened, how it happened, whether it will happen again, whether it can
be made to happen or not happen, and so on. In short, what we want are explanations. Asking and
answering explanatory questions lies at the very heart of scientific practice. The primary aim of this
book is to help readers understand how science explains the world. This book explores the nature
and contours of scientific explanation, how such explanations are evaluated, as well as how they lead
to knowledge and understanding. As well as providing an introduction to scientific explanation, it
also tackles misconceptions and misunderstandings, while remaining accessible to a general
audience with little or no prior philosophical training.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The Stupidest Sports Book of All Time
Kathryn Petras, Ross Petras, 2017-10-17 The thrill of victory, the agony of a tight jockstrap. It’s the
reason we love sports—you never know what’s going to happen. Sometimes everything clicks, with
the best athlete in the world competing at their peak, and the result is a thing of breathtaking
beauty. But sometimes the opposite happens, resulting in moments of breathtaking hilarity, or
astonishing inanity, or just plain head-scratching puzzlement. Welcome to The Stupidest Sports Book
of All Time. Featuring: The most boring games in sports history Wise(ish) words on winning Stupid
mascot antics The strangest things coaches have done to motivate teams And much, much more!
  biggest blowouts in college football history: GuysGirl's Football Fanaticism Guide Blythe
Brumleve, 2013-12-03 Football is more than just rules. It's an entire culture. And when 45% of the
NFL fan base is female, the number only continues to grow. Read about the infamous players, how a
typical NFL game is played out, tailgating, rules and unwritten rules, culture, getting gameday
ready, and the rise of the female fan. We're introducing a first of its kind for football guides -a
complete up-to-date digital resource. From the day you get your hands on this book, key URL's are
placed within the pages that are constantly updated. History-making moments, Superbowl rings, a
new way to craft a gameday outfit or updates on the female fan base, if they're updated in real life,
they'll be updated on the digital pages of GuysGirl.com to ensure that staying up to date on the game



isn't a hassle. So stop sitting on the sidelines! Learn about why fans are so passionate about the
nation's most popular sport.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide
Football History Mark Mayfield, 2018-10-16 Alabama’s Crimson Tide has been the most dominant
college football team in America for the past decade, winning five national championships and five
conference titles. The team, under coach Nick Saban, has won an astounding ninety percent of its
games since 2008, and established a dynasty unparalleled in modern college football. As impressive
as Saban and his teams have been, these are far from the only glory days in Alabama football
history, and their great tradition is celebrated in Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide
Football History. Mark Mayfield chronicles Alabama’s colorful football history dating to when their
first team won a scrimmage, 56–0, over a group of Birmingham high school players in 1892. Three
decades later, Alabama pulled off a stunning 20–19 upset of West Coast powerhouse Washington in
the 1926 Rose Bowl, won its first national championship, and took its place among the elite teams in
America with seventeen national titles through eras coached by Wallace Wade, Frank Thomas, the
legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant, Gene Stallings, and Saban. Along the way, some of the best players in
the nation have been a part of this extraordinary program—from Don Hutson, Harry Gilmer, Joe
Namath, Ken Stabler, John Hannah, Lee Roy Jordan, Derrick Thomas, and Cornelius Bennett to Julio
Jones, Amari Cooper, Mark Barron, Dont’a Hightower, Minkah Fitzpatrick, Calvin Ridley, and
Heisman Trophy winners Mark Ingram Jr. and Derrick Henry. They and so many other remarkable
players and coaches are highlighted in Miracle Moments in Alabama Crimson Tide Football History,
a must have for all ‘Bama football fans.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Sports and Their Fans Kevin G. Quinn,
2014-01-10 Though Americans spend more than $25 billion a year on sports and sporting events,
this book argues that the influence of sports on our lives is even more profound than this huge figure
would seem to suggest. Exploring such topics as the role of sports in the creation of mass culture,
cheating, the abuse of illegal drugs, the strange and fascinating role that numbers play in sporting
events, and the future of spectator sport, this book surveys the outsized impact that sports have on
American culture. The author draws from new work in such fields as history, economics, politics,
sociology, psychology, and ethics to support his claims. Instructors considering this book for use in a
course may request an examination copy here.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The World Almanac and Book of Facts,
2005 , 2005 The World Almanac is the most useful reference book known to modern man.--Internet.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: War As They Knew It Michael Rosenberg,
2025-05-01 Award-winning sports columnist Michael Rosenberg chronicles the extraordinary days of
campus unrest and civil turmoil during the Vietnam War years as seen through the prism of two
legendary (and highly conservative) college football coaches, Ohio State's Woody Hayes and
Michigan's Bo Schembechler. The Vietnam War . . . Nixon . . . Kent State . . . The late 1960s and
early 1970s were a time of total turmoil in America-the country was being torn apart by a war most
people didn't support, young men were being taken away by the draft, and racial tensions were high.
Nowhere was this turmoil more evident than on college campuses, the epicenters of the protest
movement. The uncertain times presented a challenge to two of the greatest football coaches of all
time. Woody Hayes, the legendary archconservative coach of Ohio State, feared for the future of
America. His protégé and rival, Bo Schembechler of the University of Michigan, didn't want to be
bothered by these distractions. Hayes worshipped General George S. Patton and was friends with
President Richard Nixon. Schembechler befriended President Gerald Ford, a former captain and
team MVP for the Wolverines. In this enthralling book, Michael Rosenberg dramatically weaves the
campus unrest and political upheaval into the story of Hayes and Schembechler. Their rivalry began
with Schembechler arriving in protest-heavy Ann Arbor, Michigan, at the height of the Vietnam War.



It ended with Hayes wondering what had happened to his country. War As They Knew It is a
sobering and fascinating look at two iconic coaches and a different generation.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Football's Most Wanted™ II Walter J. Harvey,
2006-10-01 Readers will score a touchdown at their tailgate parties with Football’s Most Wanted™
II: The Top 10 Book of More Bruising Backs, Savage Sacks, and Gridiron Oddities by Walter Harvey.
With fun facts and amazing anecdotes from professional and college football, it’s sure to delight fans
new and old while presenting a wealth of interesting and amusing tidbits and trivia. Harvey takes
over in the second half after a stellar performance by the starter, Football’s Most Wanted™, and is
poised to lead your team to victory. With more than fifty additional top-ten lists on a plethora of
pigskin possibilities, there’s something here for everybody. Harvey includes information on some of
the greatest gridiron rivalries, amazing football streaks and records, the youngest coaches and
oldest players, famous and defunct college football bowls, coaches who both excelled and failed
when making the jump from college to the pros, and the most entertaining touchdown celebrations.
He touches on footballers who go into commercials, introduces the famous “other halves” of football
players, and even details ten of the longest scoring plays in NFL history. Football’s Most Wanted™
II: The Top 10 Book of More Bruising Backs, Savage Sacks, and Gridiron Oddities is a sure score for
every fan.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Red Zone Tom Shatel, 1998-09-01 Red Zone:
The Greatest Victories in the History of Nebraska Footbal takes you back to the colorful characters
and breathing moments that made Nebraska football the greatest program in college football and
the pride of the state of Nebraska.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The Value of History Paul F Frank Beisbier,
2019-07-09 The work that is about to be surveyed by the reader represents decades of painstaking
work to provide him or her with the most positive and freshest perspective with respect to what the
discipline of history teaches him or her to improve the quality of not only his or her daily life but also
those of all other whom he or she comes into contact with. This task is accomplished when he or she
becomes aware of the fact that the greatest possible good can only be achieved through the
promotion of the adequate satisfaction of the greatest number of needs of the maximum number of
people within the context of its being mutually beneficial to all parties involved. Furthermore, the
reader of this volume gains the widest perspective on how the above assertion is valid for and has a
positive impact on all fields of human endeavor, individual human lives, and human institutions,
since the content of historical subject matter consists of nothing less than the past and present
record of all the events and developments of the above entities. Thus, since everything that people
learn is through past and present experiences, history teaches them everything and nothing can be
perceived outside the framework of its subject matter. To present a graphic example to the reader of
this volume to clearly illustrate the truth and validity of the above points, the author has used the
comparison and contrast of the values, beliefs, and cultures of two very different societies in variant
times and places to do so. The retrograde valuing of power and wealth placed on them by a small
elite in European medieval society, resulting in limited social mobility in a primarily agrarian society,
is in marked contrast to the emphasis on limited individual freedom within the framework of the rule
of law as espoused by modern America. Within the latter framework, it was possible to develop a
modern industrial and postindustrial community to provide individual social advancement through
educational and employment opportunities as well as through the availability of quality health care.
Finally, through all that has been stated above, it is worthwhile for society at large as well as the
academic community to peruse through the contents of this volume in order to accomplish the above
objectives.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: Virginia Tech Hokies Bowl Games ,
  biggest blowouts in college football history: 100 Things Michigan State Fans Should Know
& Do Before They Die Michael Emmerich, 2016-10-15 100 Things Michigan State Fans Should Know
& Do Before They Die is the ultimate resource guide for true fans of Michigan State football and
men's basketball. Whether a die-hard booster from the days of Jumpin' Johnny Green or a new



supporter of football coach Mark Dantonio, fans will value these essential pieces of Michigan State
football and basketball knowledge and trivia, as well as all the must-do activities, that have been
ranked from 1 to 100, providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist for Spartan supporters
to progress on their way to fan superstardom. It is now updated to include the Michigan State's
recent successes.
  biggest blowouts in college football history: The Hot Seat Ben Mathis-Lilley, 2022-08-30 A
fan’s search for the truth about American history, human nature, and whether Michigan football
coach Jim Harbaugh will keep his job Being a University of Michigan football fan should be joyful.
Michigan is an elite academic institution whose football team boasts forty-three Big Ten
championships. But these days, college football is complicated. The NCAA is corrupt and
exploitative, and Michigan keeps losing to Ohio State. It’s hard not to wonder, as Slate writer and
superfan Ben Mathis-Lilley does in this book: Why are we doing this? The Hot Seat is a chronicle of
one of the wildest years in Michigan football history, but also a search for the truth about fandom,
from the pages of history books to the wilderness of online forums. Is it embarrassing to care about
what happens in a game? Why is Jim Harbaugh like that? Is it somehow Thomas Jefferson’s fault?
This book explores all these questions and many more. Against the backdrop of a quickly changing
sport and country, The Hot Seat is an exploration of the all-consuming culture of fandom, and why it
matters.
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