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big 33 game history traces the origins and evolution of one of the most celebrated high
school football all-star games in the United States. Established to showcase the talents of
the top senior football players, the Big 33 Game has become a storied tradition with a rich
legacy. This article explores the inception of the game, its significance in high school sports,
notable moments, and its impact on the athletes' careers. Additionally, the Big 33 Game
history highlights how the event has adapted over the years, maintaining its prestige and
continuing to influence football culture. Readers will gain insight into the key milestones
and figures that have shaped this iconic sporting event.
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Origins and Establishment of the Big 33 Game
The Big 33 Game was inaugurated in 1957, conceived as a premier all-star football
competition featuring top high school players primarily from Pennsylvania and another
selected state. The concept was to bring together the best talent in a showcase event that
would highlight young athletes’ skills on a prominent stage. The name "Big 33" originally
referred to the 33 players selected from each state’s roster, symbolizing the elite status of
the competitors. The game was founded with the dual purpose of promoting high school
football and providing exposure for players aspiring to collegiate and professional careers.

Founding Vision and Early Years
The founders envisioned the Big 33 Game as more than just an athletic contest; it was
intended as a community celebration of youth sportsmanship and talent. In its early years,
the game quickly gained popularity throughout Pennsylvania and neighboring states.
Coaches, scouts, and college recruiters began to recognize the event as a valuable
opportunity to assess the nation’s most promising high school athletes. The game’s location
and format have evolved, but its core mission to spotlight emerging football stars has
remained constant.



Initial Format and Team Selection
Originally, the Big 33 featured a competition between Pennsylvania and Maryland, later
expanding to include other states such as Ohio, Texas, and New Jersey. Each team
consisted of 33 elite players, carefully selected based on their high school performance,
leadership qualities, and potential at higher levels of competition. The selection process
involved input from coaches, athletic directors, and scouting organizations, ensuring a high
caliber of participants. This rigorous approach helped establish the game’s reputation as a
premier showcase event.

Significance in High School Football
The Big 33 Game holds a unique place in the landscape of high school football, often
referred to as the "Super Bowl of High School Football." It acts as a benchmark event where
the best players from different regions and states compete head-to-head, offering a
glimpse into future collegiate and professional talent. Its significance extends beyond the
game itself, influencing recruiting, community pride, and the broader culture of youth
football.

Recognition and Prestige
For decades, participation in the Big 33 Game has been considered a prestigious honor
among high school athletes. Being selected as a Big 33 player often signals that a player is
among the elite in their state and nationally. This recognition can elevate a player’s profile,
attracting attention from major college football programs and even NFL scouts. The game’s
reputation has been bolstered by its history of featuring athletes who later achieved
collegiate All-American status and successful professional careers.

Community and Educational Impact
Beyond athletic competition, the Big 33 Game has had a positive social and educational
impact. The event often incorporates fundraising efforts for scholarships and charitable
causes related to youth development and education. It fosters community engagement by
bringing together families, schools, and local businesses in support of young athletes. This
holistic approach contributes to the longstanding respect and support the game enjoys
throughout its history.

Notable Games and Memorable Moments
Throughout its history, the Big 33 Game has produced numerous memorable contests and
standout performances that have become part of high school football lore. Several games
have been marked by high-scoring affairs, dramatic finishes, and displays of exceptional
athleticism that resonate with fans and participants alike. These moments have helped
cement the game’s status as a must-watch event in the high school sports calendar.



Historic Matchups and Rivalries
The game’s format often pits Pennsylvania against another state with strong football
traditions, such as Ohio or Maryland, creating intense rivalries. These matchups have
produced thrilling contests marked by competitive spirit and sportsmanship. Notable games
in the 1970s and 1980s showcased future NFL stars, contributing to the game’s growing
reputation. The annual competition has also reflected changing styles of football and
athletic trends over time.

Legendary Players and Records
Many Big 33 alumni have gone on to become household names in college and professional
football. Players such as Joe Montana, Dan Marino, and Franco Harris participated in the Big
33 Game during their high school careers, underscoring the event’s role in identifying
future stars. The game has also featured record-breaking performances in rushing yards,
passing touchdowns, and defensive plays that remain part of the event’s celebrated
history.

Impact on Players’ Careers
The Big 33 Game has served as a launching pad for numerous athletes, helping them
transition from high school standouts to collegiate and professional players. The exposure
gained from participating in the game often leads to scholarship offers and scouting
interest, making it a critical milestone for many young football players.

Recruitment and Scholarships
Collegiate recruiters frequently attend the Big 33 Game to evaluate talent in a competitive
setting against top-tier opponents. The game provides an ideal platform for players to
demonstrate their skills under pressure and gain visibility beyond their local high school
programs. Many players attribute their recruitment success and scholarship opportunities
to their performance and participation in the Big 33 Game.

Professional Pathways
Several Big 33 alumni have advanced to successful NFL careers, illustrating the game’s
importance as a talent pipeline. The event’s high level of competition mimics aspects of
collegiate and professional play, preparing athletes mentally and physically for the next
stages of their careers. The Big 33 Game history is thus intertwined with the broader
narrative of American football development at the youth level.

Evolution and Modern Developments
Over the decades, the Big 33 Game has evolved to keep pace with changes in football,



athlete development, and spectator engagement. Adjustments to format, locations, and
team selections reflect ongoing efforts to maintain the game’s relevance and prestige in a
dynamic sports environment.

Changes in Game Format and Participation
While the original concept of 33 players per team remains a hallmark, the game has
experimented with different state pairings and expanded rosters to include players from a
broader geographic area. These changes have helped sustain interest and competitiveness.
Modern iterations of the Big 33 Game incorporate enhanced training, safety protocols, and
media coverage to align with contemporary standards.

Technological and Media Integration
Advancements in broadcasting and digital media have allowed the Big 33 Game to reach
wider audiences. Live streaming, social media updates, and highlight reels share the
excitement of the game beyond the stadium, increasing exposure for the players and the
event itself. This integration supports the continued growth and influence of the Big 33
Game in high school football culture.

Community Engagement and Philanthropy
In recent years, the Big 33 Game has deepened its commitment to community involvement
through charitable partnerships and scholarship programs. These efforts enhance the
event’s positive impact and build goodwill among participants, fans, and sponsors. The
philanthropic dimension of the game complements its athletic objectives, reinforcing its role
as a respected institution in youth sports.

Key Highlights of Big 33 Game History

Inaugural game held in 1957, establishing a tradition of elite high school football
competition.

Expansion beyond Pennsylvania-Maryland matchups to include states like Ohio and
Texas.

Participation of future NFL legends such as Joe Montana and Dan Marino.

Evolution of team selection and game format to enhance competitiveness and
visibility.

Integration of media and technology to broaden audience reach and engagement.

Ongoing commitment to scholarships and charitable causes supporting youth
development.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Big 33 Football Classic?
The Big 33 Football Classic is a prestigious annual high school football all-star game, often
referred to as the 'Super Bowl of High School Football,' featuring top players from
Pennsylvania and another state.

When was the first Big 33 Football Classic played?
The first Big 33 Football Classic was played in 1957, establishing a long-standing tradition
of showcasing elite high school football talent.

Why is the Big 33 Football Classic historically
significant?
The Big 33 Football Classic is historically significant because it has featured numerous
future NFL stars and Heisman Trophy winners, making it a key event for scouting top
football talent.

Which states traditionally compete in the Big 33 Game?
Traditionally, Pennsylvania competes against a selected opponent state, which has varied
over the years but often includes states like Ohio, Maryland, or Texas.

How has the Big 33 Game evolved over the years?
The Big 33 Game has evolved by expanding its player selection, incorporating more
advanced scouting techniques, and sometimes changing opponent states, while
maintaining its reputation as a premier high school football showcase.

Who are some notable NFL players who participated in
the Big 33 Game?
Notable NFL players who participated in the Big 33 Game include Joe Montana, Dan Marino,
Jim Kelly, and Tony Dorsett, all of whom went on to have Hall of Fame careers.

Additional Resources
1. The Big 33: A Legacy of Pennsylvania Football Excellence
This book chronicles the history of the Big 33 Football Classic, highlighting its role in
showcasing top high school talent from Pennsylvania and beyond. It explores the game's
origins, memorable matchups, and its impact on college recruiting. The author includes
interviews with former players and coaches, offering personal insights into the game's



significance.

2. Gridiron Glory: The Story of the Big 33 All-Star Game
"Gridiron Glory" dives into the evolution of the Big 33 game, tracing its development from a
regional exhibition to a nationally recognized event. The narrative captures the excitement
and camaraderie among players, coaches, and fans. It also discusses the game's
contribution to the careers of numerous professional football stars.

3. Big 33 Game Day: Heroes on the Field
Focusing on the athletes who have graced the Big 33 field, this book profiles standout
players whose performances in the game foreshadowed successful collegiate and
professional careers. It includes detailed game analyses, highlighting key plays and turning
points. The author emphasizes the game's role as a proving ground for young talent.

4. A Tradition of Talent: The Big 33 Football Classic
This comprehensive history covers the Big 33 Football Classic from its inception in the
1950s through modern times. The book showcases how the event has maintained its
tradition of excellence and community involvement. It also reflects on the cultural and
social aspects that have made the game a beloved Pennsylvania institution.

5. From High School to the Pros: Big 33 Alumni in the NFL
Highlighting the impressive list of Big 33 alumni who advanced to professional football
careers, this book offers biographical sketches and career highlights. It examines how the
Big 33 game served as a critical stepping stone for these athletes. The author also
discusses the game's scouting and recruitment impact.

6. Behind the Scenes of the Big 33 Classic
Offering a unique perspective, this book takes readers behind the scenes of organizing the
Big 33 game. It covers the logistical challenges, community support, and dedication
required to produce the event annually. The narrative includes anecdotes from organizers,
volunteers, and participants.

7. Big 33 Rivalries: Pennsylvania vs. The Nation
This title explores the intense rivalries that have defined the Big 33 games, particularly the
matchups between Pennsylvania's best and top players from other states. It highlights
classic games filled with drama, competition, and sportsmanship. The book analyzes how
these rivalries have elevated the game's prestige.

8. The Impact of the Big 33 Football Classic on Youth Sports
Focusing on the broader influence of the Big 33 game, this book examines its role in
promoting youth football and sportsmanship. It discusses community outreach programs
connected to the event and efforts to inspire young athletes. The author also considers the
game's educational and developmental contributions.

9. Legends of the Big 33: Celebrating Decades of Football Excellence
This celebratory volume honors the legends who shaped the Big 33 game over the decades.
It features profiles, photographs, and stories of iconic players, coaches, and moments that
define the Classic. The book serves as both a historical record and a tribute to the enduring
spirit of the Big 33.
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  big 33 game history: Blue-Eyed Soul Brother William C Kashatus, 2024 Blue-Eyed Soul
Brother is the biography of Bill Bradley, an All-Pro free safety who starred for the National Football
League's Philadelphia Eagles from 1969 to 1976.
  big 33 game history: Lone Star Sports Legends: On This Day in History Ryan Sprayberry, 2017
From the clash of college to the best married shooting duo in history, the Lone Star State clears
every hurdle the sports world offers. A former Texas Christian basketball player became the first
tenured African American professor at Harvard Business School. Aggie football legend John
Kimbrough's first professional contract required him to act in movies and serve as the stadium's
handyman. For every date on the calendar, Ryan Sprayberry provides a play-by-play of 365
memorable days in the state's athletic history, beginning with the birth of the Cotton Bowl on
January 1, 1937, and ending with the final snap of the Ice Bowl on December 31, 1967.
  big 33 game history: Johnstown Basketball Bradley A. Huebner, 2024-11-12 Amid a series of
three destructive floods that pounded little Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in less than a century, Cambria
County residents somehow maintained their lofty expectations and big-picture foresight to begin
what would become the oldest Christmas high school basketball tournament in the nation, as they
would boast. Learn the amazing history behind an historic hardwood tournament.
  big 33 game history: The Kids Got It Right Jim Dent, 2013-08-20 New York Times bestselling
author Jim Dent pens the compelling story of how a black and white player came together to break
the color barrier in Texas football in 1965. Jerry LeVias and Bill Bradley bonded as friends at the Big
33 high school all-star game, producing a dramatic finish that fans still talk about. Jim Dent takes the
reader to the heart of Texas football with the incredible story of how two young men broke the chain
of racism that had existed for more than half a century. In 1965, black and white players barely
mixed in Texas. That summer, Jerry LeVias and Bill Bradley came together at the Big 33 game in
Hershey, Pennsylvania. When no one else would room with LeVias, Bradley stepped forward. The
two became the closest of friends and the best of teammates. LeVias called Bradley my blue-eyed
soul brother.'' Big-hearted, gregarious, and free-spirited, Bradley looked out for LeVias – one of
three black players on the team. The Texas team came to Hershey with a mandate to win. A year
earlier, Texas had lost to the Pennsylvania all-stars 12-6 in the most significant defeat in the state's
proud history. This was considered blasphemy in a place where football outranked religion. Texas
coach Bobby Layne was mad-as-hell that he was forced to play with second stringers in '64. So he
and assistant coach Doak Walker traveled to Austin and asked Texas governor John Connally to end
the scheduling conflict with the in-state all-star game so he could suit up the best players. Layne also
sought permission to recruit black players. After all, Texas was flush with black stars, some of whom
would mature into the most notable players in the history of the National Football League. Layne's
scheme never would have worked without Bradley and LeVias. Together—and with Layne's
indomitable will to win—the two led their team proudly to face down the competition at Hershey
Stadium. The Kids Got It Right is a moving story, reminiscent of Remember The Titans. Jim Dent
once again brings readers to cheers and tears with a truly American tale of leadership, brotherhood,
and good-ol' Texas-style football.
  big 33 game history: High School Football in Texas Jeff Fisher, 2018-09-04 From the best
players to the best coaches and some of the most legendary schools and teams in US history, Texas
high school football has it all. In the state that made “Friday Night Lights” famous, High School
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Football in Texas takes an inside look at the state’s greatness in the sport, from the best players
when they were in high school to those who’ve gone on to be stars as collegiate players or pros. It’s
about record-setters, trend-setters, and some of the most inspirational families and people you’ll
ever meet. Some of the players and coaches featured include Mean Joe Greene, Earl Campbell, Andy
Dalton, Eric Dickerson, and many more! Covering several generations, this book presents high
school football in a manner never done before. Some of the great stories featured recount how
future Hall of Famer Drew Brees never got onto the field in his first high school football scrimmage
and how Mean Joe Greene wanted to be a running back like Gale Sayers and Jim Brown. High School
Football America founder Jeff Fisher mixes amazing anecdotes and interviews with the many who’ve
experienced Texas high school football from every imaginable angle.
  big 33 game history: The Playbook for Dads Jim Kelly, 2012-09-04 On the football field NFL
great Jim Kelly was a strong-armed passer, leading his team to victory after victory. In The Playbook
for Dads he passes principles instead of footballs, still using his talent to lead men, but now he leads
them to greatness as fathers, in his view the world's most important job. With an emphasis on
preparation, hard work and perseverance, Kelly tackles such essential issues as respect, character,
accountability and spiritual discipline. From commitment and courage to honesty and humility,
Kelly's lessons-learned on and off the field- guide men striving to be the fathers God designed them
to be shy so their children can grow to be everything they are meant to be. Conversational and
refreshingly honest, Jim challenges fathers to work hard, pray for their children often, love their
wives and implement these principles. Both practical and inspirational this is Jim Kelly coaching
every dad how to be the star quarterback for the home team-his family.
  big 33 game history: Game History and the Local Melanie Swalwell, 2021-05-24 This book
brings together essays on game history and historiography that reflect on the significance of locality.
Game history did not unfold uniformly and the particularities of space and place matter, yet most
digital game and software histories are silent with respect to geography. Topics covered include:
hyper-local games; temporal anomalies in platform arrival and obsolescence; national videogame
workforces; player memories of the places of gameplay; comparative reception studies of a platform;
the erasure of cultural markers; the localization of games; and perspectives on the future
development of ‘local’ game history. Chapters 1 and 12 are available open access under a Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.
  big 33 game history: Big Games Michael Bradley, 2006 Big Games provides readers with an
in-depth look at ten of college football's biggest rivalries and what puts them in such rare
company--Page 2 of cover
  big 33 game history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1973
  big 33 game history: The Best Seat in the House Jim Doyle, 2015-10-09 Jim Doyles hands
were shaking as he signed off after a radio broadcast of one of the most remarkable college football
games he had ever witnessed. Although he was a seasoned broadcaster, Doyles hope remained the
same as it did when he first started in the business: that through descriptions, gusto, and accuracy,
he once again provided his listeners a good feel for what it was like to be there. Doyle relies on
nearly a half century of sports radio broadcasting experience to share a treasure trove of stories that
range from the exciting to the bizarre and even the tragic. From the biggest comeback in the history
of college football to a rainout of a college basketball game to the courageous story of high school
football radio analyst fighting terminal cancer while continuing to broadcast the game he loved,
Doyle provides fans an insightful, unforgettable behind-the-scenes look at the passion, commitment,
and skill surrounding radio sports broadcasting in a small Pennsylvania town. The Best Seat in the
House reveals a radio sportscasters fifty-year journey through the world of broadcasting as he called
plays, painted vivid pictures for his listeners, and reminded fans that nothing great is ever achieved
without enthusiasm.
  big 33 game history: Striking Gridiron Greg Nichols, 2014-09-16 In the midst of a strike and
economic uncertainty, a football team from an iconic steel town just outside Pittsburgh set out to
capture its sixth straight season without a loss, uniting a region and inspiring the nation. In the



summer of 1959, most of the town of Braddock, Pennsylvania--along with half a million steel workers
around the country--went on strike in the longest labor stoppage in American history. With no
paychecks coming in, the families of Braddock looked to its football team for inspiration. The
Braddock Tigers had played for five amazing seasons, a total of 45 games, without a single loss.
Heading into the fall of ‘59, this team from just outside Pittsburgh, whose games members of the
Steelers would drop by to watch, needed just eight victories to break the national record for
consecutive wins. Sports Illustrated and other media descended upon the banks of the Monongahela
River to profile the team and its revered head coach, future Hall of Famer Chuck Klausing, who
molded his boys into winners while helping to effect the racial integration of his squad. While the
townspeople bet their last dollars on the Tigers, young black players like Ray Henderson hoped that
the record would be a ticket to college and spare them from life in the mills alongside their fathers.
In Striking Gridiron, author Greg Nichols recounts every detail of Braddock's incredible sixth,
undefeated season--from the brutal weeks of summer training camp to the season's final play that
defined the team's legacy. In the words of Klausing himself, Greg Nichols couldn't have written it
better if he'd been on the sidelines with us. But even more than the story of a triumphant season,
Nichols's narrative is an intimate chronicle of small-town America during the hardest of times.
Striking Gridiron takes us from the sidelines and stands on game day into the school hallways, onto
the street corners, and into the very homes of Braddock to reveal a beleaguered blue-collar town
from a bygone era--and the striking workers whose strength was mirrored by the football heroics of
steel-town boys on Friday nights and Saturday afternoons.
  big 33 game history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1992
  big 33 game history: Somerset County Jaclyn LaPlaca, 2003 Somerset County, in the heart of
Pennsylvania's Laurel Highlands, drew its first settlers from the earliest waves of western migrants.
Coal miners later fueled the fires of Johnstown's, Pittsburgh's, and the nation's industry, while artists
from around the world were drawn to the region's mountainous beauty. At mining's height, entire
Sicilian communities moved here, along with hopeful settlers from Poland and Slovakia who also
brought their heritage and pride.
  big 33 game history: Horns, Hogs, and Nixon Coming Terry Frei, 2016-02-16 On December
6, 1969, the Texas Longhorns and Arkansas Razorbacks met in what many consider the Game of the
Century. In the centennial season of college football, both teams were undefeated; both featured
devastating and innovative offenses; both boasted cerebral, stingy defenses; and both were coached
by superior tacticians and stirring motivators, Texas's Darrell Royal and Arkansas's Frank Broyles.
On that day in Fayetteville, the poll-leading Horns and second-ranked Hogs battled for the
South-west Conference title -- and President Nixon was coming to present his own national
championship plaque to the winners. Even if it had been just a game, it would still have been
memorable today. The bitter rivals played a game for the ages before a frenzied, hog-callin' crowd
that included not only an enthralled President Nixon -- a noted football fan -- but also Texas
congressman George Bush. And the game turned, improbably, on an outrageously daring
fourth-down pass. But it wasn't just a game, because nothing was so simple in December 1969. In
Horns, Hogs, & Nixon Coming, Terry Frei deftly weaves the social, political, and athletic trends
together for an unforgettable look at one of the landmark college sporting events of all time.
  big 33 game history: Penn State Football , 1999
  big 33 game history: The Big 50: Cincinnati Reds Chad Dotson, Chris Garber, 2025-03-04 The
Big 50: Cincinnati Reds is an amazing, full-color look at the 50 men and moments that made the
Reds the Reds. Experienced sportswriters Chad Dotson and Chris Garber recount the living history
of the Reds, counting down from No. 50 to No. 1. Big 50: Reds brilliantly brings to life the Reds
remarkable story, from Johnny Bench and Barry Larkin to the roller coaster that was Pete Rose to
the team's 1990 World Series championship and Todd Frazier's 2015 Home Run Derby win.
  big 33 game history: Big Ed Walsh Jack Smiles, 2015-03-10 As a young man living in the
Anthracite coal region of Pennsylvania, it seemed Ed Walsh's course in life was set. But he emerged



from the hardscrabble life of the mines to become one of the Deadball Era's greatest pitchers,
winning fame, world championships, and eventually induction to the Hall of Fame. This biography
closely describes Walsh's life and 14-year playing career, with special discussion of the spitball, a
pitch that profoundly affected his fortunes--and ultimately his arm. The years 1905-1911 are
explored in depth, especially his contributions to the 1906 world champion White Sox and his
prominent role in the now-famous 1908 pennant race. Chapters are also devoted to his holdout in
1909, the athletic careers of his sons Bob and Ed, and his repeated attempts at comebacks after his
arm injury.
  big 33 game history: Pittsburgh's Greatest Athletes David Finoli, 2019-06-24 Author and sports
historian David Finoli's inside look at the 50 greatest male and female athletes in Pittsburgh history.
Greatness in sport is both undefinable and immediately recognizable. Though it is rare, Western
Pennsylvania has been graced with a long history of athletes who embody the essence of greatness.
They have proudly represented the region in sports such as boxing, golf and track; carried their
collegiate teams to victory; and worn the black and gold of the Steelers, Pirates and Penguins.
Pittsburghers still recall how Mario Lemieux glided effortlessly through an opposing defense before
befuddling the goalie or Arnold Palmer's unique swing that made the everyday duffer feel like he
was one of them. Fans debate whether Terry Bradshaw or Ben Roethlisberger is the better
quarterback and what the legacy of Barry Bonds is, while keeping Roberto Clemente among their
most cherished icons. Take a deep dive into all of that and more and re-discover the best of the best
in Pittsburgh sports history.
  big 33 game history: Nice Girls Finish First Mark Bradford, 2001-11-19 With impressive
skill, irrepressible spirit, and more than a touch of class, the 2000-01 Notre Dame women's
basketball team reached the pinnacle of college basketball and forever secured a place in the storied
sports history of the university and in the hearts of thousands of fans. The senior leadership of
Naismith Award winner Ruth Riley, Niele Ivey, and Kelley Siemon combined with the exciting and
capable play of underclassmen such as Alicia Ratay and Ericka Haney emphatically spells
C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N-S. These Lady Irish practiced and played with relentless resolve, endured injuries
and setbacks, balanced emotions and studies, and nurtured bonds—on and off the court—giving new
meaning to the words dedication and teamwork. Nice Girls Finish First is the behind-the-scenes
story of this remarkable group of young women who, with a goal firmly in mind, set a shining and
enduring example of how to achieve in college athletics with grit and grace.
  big 33 game history: Game of My Life Jordan Hyman, 2006 From Joe Paterno, talking about his
first victory as Penn State's head coach in 1966, to Lenny Moore to Heisman Trophy-winner John
Cappelletti, this book is full of big names, big games, and 20 lifetimes worth of memories? memories
sure to get any Nittany Lions football fan feeling nostalgic.
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