bible verse for leadership in the church

bible verse for leadership in the church plays a crucial role in guiding and inspiring those who
hold positions of authority within the Christian community. Leadership in the church is not merely
about organizational skills or authority but deeply rooted in spiritual wisdom, humility, and service.
The Bible provides numerous verses that serve as foundational principles for effective and godly
leadership. These scriptures help church leaders understand their responsibilities, encourage ethical
behavior, and foster a spirit of servant leadership. This article explores key bible verses for leadership
in the church, examines their significance, and offers insights into how these verses can be applied
practically within church leadership roles. The following sections will cover scriptural foundations,
characteristics of biblical leaders, leadership responsibilities, and examples of leadership lessons from
the Bible.
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Scriptural Foundations for Church Leadership

The Bible contains many verses that establish the foundation for leadership in the church. These
scriptures outline the qualities, duties, and spiritual mindset required of those who lead Christian
congregations. Leaders are called to be shepherds, servants, and examples to their flock.
Understanding these biblical foundations is essential for anyone seeking to lead effectively within the
church context.

Key Bible Verses on Leadership

Several verses explicitly address the nature and expectations of church leadership. For example, 1
Timothy 3:1-7 provides qualifications for overseers and deacons, emphasizing attributes such as
being above reproach, self-controlled, and hospitable. Similarly, Titus 1:5-9 outlines similar standards,
highlighting the importance of integrity and sound doctrine.

The Role of Servanthood in Leadership

Jesus set the ultimate example of leadership through servanthood. Mark 10:42-45 teaches that true
leadership in the church is not about exercising authority but about serving others selflessly. This
principle is critical for maintaining humility and fostering a community based on love and mutual



respect.

Characteristics of Effective Church Leaders

Effective leadership in the church is characterized by specific traits that align with biblical teachings.
These characteristics enable leaders to fulfill their roles responsibly and inspire their congregations to
grow spiritually and morally.

Integrity and Moral Uprightness

Integrity is a cornerstone of biblical leadership. Leaders must live lives that are consistent with
Christian values to maintain trust and credibility. Proverbs 11:3 emphasizes that integrity guides the
upright, while the wicked are destroyed by their duplicity.

Wisdom and Discernment

Church leaders require wisdom to make sound decisions that benefit the entire congregation. James
1:5 encourages believers to seek God’s wisdom, which is essential for navigating complex challenges
and providing godly counsel.

Humility and Teachability

Humility allows leaders to recognize their dependence on God and remain open to correction.
Philippians 2:3-4 promotes humility by urging believers to consider others better than themselves, a
mindset that fosters unity and cooperation within the church.

Responsibilities of Leaders in the Church

Leadership in the church encompasses various responsibilities that are critical for the spiritual health
and organizational effectiveness of the congregation. These duties are grounded in biblical instruction
and require diligence and dedication.

Teaching and Preaching Sound Doctrine

One of the primary roles of church leaders is to teach and uphold sound doctrine. 2 Timothy 4:2
commands leaders to preach the word, be prepared in season and out of season, and correct, rebuke,
and encourage with patience and careful instruction.

Shepherding the Flock

Leaders are called to shepherd their congregation, providing guidance, care, and protection. 1 Peter



5:2-3 exhorts elders to be shepherds of God’s flock, serving willingly and eagerly, not lording over
those entrusted to them.

Equipping the Saints for Ministry

Ephesians 4:11-12 outlines that leaders are given to equip believers for works of service, building up
the body of Christ. This responsibility involves training, mentoring, and empowering others to use
their spiritual gifts effectively.

Examples of Leadership Lessons from the Bible

The Bible offers numerous examples of leaders whose lives provide valuable lessons for church
leadership today. These examples demonstrate both successful and flawed leadership, providing
practical insights into the qualities and actions that impact ministry.

Moses: Leadership Through Faith and Perseverance

Moses exemplifies leadership marked by faith in God and perseverance through challenges. Despite
initial reluctance, he led the Israelites out of Egypt, relying on God’s guidance and strength. His story
illustrates the importance of trust and endurance in leadership roles.

Nehemiah: Leadership with Vision and Action

Nehemiah’s leadership is notable for his clear vision and decisive action in rebuilding Jerusalem’s
walls. His example underscores the necessity of prayer, planning, and mobilizing the community in
fulfilling God’s purposes.

Paul: Leadership in Teaching and Mentoring

The Apostle Paul’s letters reveal a leader deeply committed to teaching sound doctrine and mentoring
emerging leaders. His epistles provide practical advice on leadership qualities and challenges,
emphasizing perseverance, humility, and doctrinal fidelity.

Applying Bible Verses in Church Leadership Today

Integrating biblical principles into contemporary church leadership practices is essential for fostering
healthy and effective ministries. The timeless truths found in scripture guide leaders in their daily
decisions and interactions.



Developing a Servant Leadership Mindset

Modern church leaders are encouraged to adopt a servant leadership approach, prioritizing the needs
of others above their own ambitions. This mindset aligns with Jesus’ teachings and promotes a culture
of mutual respect and care within the church.

Maintaining Accountability and Integrity

Accountability structures help leaders maintain integrity and transparency. Regular self-examination,
peer accountability, and adherence to biblical standards ensure leaders remain faithful to their
calling.

Fostering Spiritual Growth in the Congregation

Leaders are tasked with creating environments conducive to spiritual growth. This includes sound
teaching, discipleship programs, and opportunities for members to exercise their spiritual gifts in
service.

Commit to regular prayer and study of scripture to guide leadership decisions.

Encourage ongoing leadership development and mentorship within the church.

Promote servant leadership as a core value in church culture.

Establish clear biblical standards for leadership qualifications and conduct.

Engage the congregation in ministry opportunities to build a supportive community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a powerful Bible verse for leadership in the church?

1 Timothy 3:1 states, 'The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires
a noble task.' This verse highlights the importance and nobility of church leadership.

Which Bible verse emphasizes servant leadership in the
church?

Mark 10:45 says, 'For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.' This verse encourages church leaders to lead by serving others.



What scripture guides integrity in church leadership?

Proverbs 11:3 states, 'The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the
treacherous destroys them.' This verse underscores the value of integrity for leaders in the church.

Is there a Bible verse about humility for church leaders?

Philippians 2:3-4 advises, 'Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.' This teaches church leaders to practice humility.

Which Bible verse speaks about the responsibility of church
leaders to teach?

James 3:1 warns, 'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness.' This highlights the serious responsibility of teaching in
church leadership.

What Bible verse encourages church leaders to be examples
to their congregation?

1 Peter 5:2-3 instructs, 'Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering
over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.' This encourages leaders to lead by
example.

Additional Resources

1. Lead Like Jesus: Lessons from the Greatest Leadership Role Model

This book explores the leadership style of Jesus Christ, emphasizing servant leadership and humility.
It draws directly from biblical verses to guide church leaders in embodying Christ-like qualities.
Readers will find practical advice on how to lead with love, integrity, and vision, fostering a healthy
church environment.

2. The Servant Leader: Biblical Principles for Church Leadership

Focusing on the concept of servant leadership found in the Bible, this book offers a comprehensive
look at how leaders in the church can serve their congregations effectively. It highlights key scriptures
such as Mark 10:45 and Philippians 2:3-4. The author provides actionable steps to develop a
leadership style grounded in faith and service.

3. Shepherding the Flock: Leadership Lessons from the Bible

This title delves into the biblical metaphor of pastors as shepherds, using verses like 1 Peter 5:2-3 to
illustrate responsible church leadership. It encourages leaders to care for their congregation with
compassion and diligence. The book also addresses challenges faced by church leaders and how
scripture offers guidance.

4. Faithful Leadership: Biblical Foundations for Leading God’s People
Faithful Leadership examines the qualities and responsibilities of church leaders as outlined in the
Bible. It references passages such as 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 to define the spiritual and moral



standards for leadership. The book serves as a resource for current and aspiring leaders seeking to
align their leadership with biblical mandates.

5. Leading with Wisdom: Proverbs for Church Leaders

Drawing from the book of Proverbs, this book provides practical wisdom for leaders in the church
setting. It emphasizes decision-making, integrity, and humility, supported by relevant scripture.
Leaders will learn how to apply ancient biblical wisdom to modern-day leadership challenges.

6. Empowered to Lead: The Holy Spirit and Church Leadership

This book highlights the role of the Holy Spirit in empowering and guiding church leaders. It
references verses such as Acts 1:8 and Romans 8:14 to show how spiritual leadership differs from
secular leadership. Readers are encouraged to seek divine guidance and strength in their leadership
journey.

7. Visionary Leadership: Biblical Insights for Church Growth

Visionary Leadership focuses on how biblical leaders like Nehemiah and Paul exemplified visionary
leadership. It provides strategies for casting vision and inspiring a church community, grounded in
scripture. The book challenges leaders to seek God’s direction in setting and achieving ministry goals.

8. Humility in Leadership: Christ’s Example for Church Leaders

This book centers on the theme of humility as essential for effective church leadership, drawing from
Philippians 2:5-8 and other verses. It discusses the dangers of pride and the blessings of servant-
hearted leadership. The author encourages leaders to model Christ’s humility in all aspects of
ministry.

9. Strengthening the Church: Leadership Principles from the Epistles

Using letters from the New Testament epistles, this book outlines leadership principles aimed at
building strong, resilient churches. It examines passages from Paul’s letters to Timothy, Titus, and
others. The book is a valuable tool for leaders who want to ground their ministry practices in apostolic
teaching.
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bible verse for leadership in the church: The ~“AChurch Leader's Counseling Resource Book
Cynthia Franklin Ph.D., Rowena Fong, 2011-02-01 This all-in-one guide is designed to better equip
clergy to meet their churches' needs in a spiritually grounded and scientifically sound manner.
Succinct, easy-to-read chapters summarize all a pastor needs to know about a given problem area,
including its signs or symptoms, questions to ask, effective helping skills, and, most importantly,
when to refer to a mental health professional.

bible verse for leadership in the church: CSB Pastor's Bible, Verse-by-Verse Edition CSB
Bibles by Holman, 2023-02-15 The CSB Pastor’s Bible, Verse-by Verse Edition is ideal for pastoral
use during preaching, while officiating special services or occasions, or personal study. Including a
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verse-by-verse, two-column setting, large type, wide margins, a special insert section with tools and
outlines for officiating weddings and funerals (placed in the middle of the Bible), and articles from
experienced pastors and church leaders, this Bible provides a valuable life-long resource for pastors.
FEATURES Verse-by-verse layout Bold and indented verse numbers that are easy-to-find on the page
Outlines for officiating weddings and funerals conveniently placed at the center of the Bible
Contributors include: Matt Chandler, Eric Geiger, Keith Getty, Billy Graham, Kyle Idleman, Daniel
Im, Greg Laurie, Ben Mandrell, Tony Merida, Robert Smith, Josh Patterson, Deron Spoo, Charles
Spurgeon, and Jared Wilson Durable Smyth-sewn lay-flat binding Two-column text format with
wide-margins for notes Robust cross-reference system to aid with sermon preparation Topical
subheadings 9.75-point type size Black-letter text Gilded page edges Two ribbon markers for easy
referencing between pages Concordance Presentation page for gift-giving Full-color maps The CSB
Pastor’s Bible, Verse-by Verse Edition features the highly readable, highly reliable text of the
Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB captures the Bible’s original meaning without sacrificing
clarity, making it easier to engage with Scripture’s life-transforming message and to share it with
others.

bible verse for leadership in the church: A Marxist Interpretation of Church Leadership
Jon-Arild Johannessen, 2023-02-15 A Marxist Interpretation of Church Leadership: Romans 13:1-7 is
a study of Romans 13: 1-7 from a Marxist perspective. Romans13:1-7 introduce the concept of
obedience to civil authorities. As a result, obedience has become an integral part of Western culture,
and may be the cultural foundation of how capitalism can manage, control and direct people.
Romans13:1-7 have persuaded many Christians, including priests, bishops and other representatives
of the Church, to obey Hitler, Mussolini, Franco, and other tyrants and despots. Today, Romans
13:1-7 are used as an argument in support of the death penalty. In this way, Jesus’s message of love
has become, by means of seven simple verses in Paul’s epistles, an argument that is used to support
killing people. The purpose of this book is to get to grips with the Pauline impulse from a Marxist
perspective. This is an historic impulse that has oppressed and excluded people, and created an
intolerant version of Christianity. It has also established obedience as a fundamental principle in
Western culture, and thereby enhanced capitalism.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Spiritual Leadership Coaching Richard Blackaby,
Bob Royall, 2018-06-01 Spiritual Leadership Coaching integrates the life-changing biblical insights
from Experiencing God with training in twelve essential coaching skills that will enhance your ability
to have transformational conversations with those God brings alongside you. Learn how to listen
deeply on multiple levels, ask Spirit-led questions, and move people onto God'’s agenda.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Should Women Be Pastors and Leaders in
Church? Dr. Bill Rudd, 2018-07-12 What if you had been deceived about an important Bible
teaching that has huge impact on peoples openness to the gospel and on the reputation of Jesuss
church? Would you want to know? What if your church could double the number of teachers and
leaders and experience revitalization by implementing one Bible teaching? Would you want to know
how? Discover the following: What Gods creation intent was for the roles of men and women How
the Fall radically changed male and female relationships and impacts us every day An interpretive
key with transformative potential for every marriage How misinterpretation of the two primary
gender role passages in the Bible has deceived millions and caused great harm How a major
emphasis of scripture has been stifled or ignored How to implement a game-changing Bible truth in
your church

bible verse for leadership in the church: The Stratified Leadership Model of the
First-Century Christian Church Barton S. Garratt Edsall, 2025-07-29 This research work aims to
present a solution to the problem of withering Christian congregations present in modern Christian
churches by way of expounding the doctrine that Jesus or his apostles promoted, as displayed in the
four canonical Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, or the New Testament epistles. This study presents
factual information showing that the doctrine and arrangement of leaders that developed within the
first-century church may have been overlooked and lost by the wayside of history in favor of



established traditions. Paul declared his purpose for visiting the church believers in Rome was not to
collect money or build houses of worship but so that their lives might manifest spiritual fruit.
Following that example, improving the spiritual quality of their people’s lives should be the primary
goal of all Christian ministers. The majority of this work will conduct a careful exegesis of selected
passages from the New Testament, which focus on the leadership model utilized by the first-century
church. This study presents in detail the stratified leadership model of the early times in such a
fashion that any modern church might replicate its design.

bible verse for leadership in the church: The Other Side of Leadership Rob Curry,
2016-01-27 Get ready to embark on an expedition with a fresh approach to leadership. You will
discover contributing factors that may be slowing, stopping, or even reversing progress in your
church, ministry, or organization. The Other Side of Leadership takes you beyond the standard
concepts to lesser-understood approaches to enhance effectiveness and avoid pitfalls. You will learn
about the three aspects of the Other Side of Leadership that will equip you with: Strategies for
highly effective thinking, both individually and corporately, to gain and handle truth accurately and
holistically. Skills to understand and connect with people to unite leaders and followers toward a
common cause. A course of action to successfully follow through on plans with maturity and
tenacity.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Evangelical Feminism and Biblical Truth
Wayne Grudem, 2012-11-30 What does the Bible really teach about the roles of men and women?
Bible scholar Wayne Grudem carefully draws on 27 years of biblical research as he responds to 118
arguments often levied against traditional gender roles. Grudem counters egalitarian and feminist
critiques with clarity, compassion, and precision, showing God's equal value for men and women
while celebrating the beauty in their differences.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Speak the Word: 12 Christian Leaders on
Communicating the Truth Rebecca Van Noord, Jessi Strong, John D. Barry, 2015-03-16 Some of us
must summon our courage to share our Christian faith. Others take the platform to speak to large
congregations and national gatherings about their lives, lessons learned, and God’s faithfulness in all
circumstances. Speak the Word: 12 Leaders on Communicating the Truth offers testimonies and
encouragement from a dozen influential pastors and Christian leaders—including Beth Moore, John
MacArthur, and Barry Black—who speak to God’s desire to transform our lives for his glory. We
hope this hand-curated collection of stories, published by Bible Study Magazine between 2008 and
2014, encourages you to see God at work in your life and to share your story with others.

bible verse for leadership in the church: A Biblical Case for Women Pastors, Elders, and
Deacons Seth M. Knorr, 2023-04-01 An argument for Women Pastors, Elders, and Deacons based
solely on the Bible and backed by historical evidence. After discovering a textual variant in early
Greek manuscripts, which were supported by early Greek scripture quotations from the early church
fathers, the author realized this variant reading provides the important context which reverses how
many are currently understanding Paul’s apparent prohibition of women teaching in the pastoral
epistles. The discovery of this variant completely changed the authors thinking and prompted a
thorough study of the topic. Setting cultural arguments aside and relying solely on the text of
Scripture, this book answers the critical question: Do these passages prevent women from being
pastors, elders, and/or deacons? After an in-depth study, the author concluded that there is zero
biblical evidence based on the original text of Scripture to support prohibiting women from holding
leadership positions of pastor, elder, or deacon in the church.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Women in Leadership Stefanie Ertel, Doris
Gomez, Kathleen Patterson, 2024-02-28 This book offers a biblically-based and research-centered
exploration of the unique and important role of women in leadership across multiple domains.
Divided into two sections, the chapters begin by examining biblical examples of women in
leadership, such as Esther and the woman of Proverbs 31, and passages focused on women, such as
1 Timothy 2 and Romans 16, before presenting contemporary perspectives with discussions on
topics such as submission, DEI, and work-life balance. Taking a neutral position not siding with



feminist or patriarchal extremes, this book will contribute to debates on leadership and gender in
the fields of organizational behaviour, HRM, I/O psychology, and gender studies.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Journal of Biblical and Theological Studies,
Issue 3.1 Daniel S. Diffey, Ryan A. Brandt, Justin McLendon, 2018-04-18 The Journal of Biblical and
Theological Studies (JBTS) is an academic journal focused on the fields of Bible and Theology from
an inter-denominational point of view. The journal is comprised of an editorial board of scholars that
represent several academic institutions throughout the world. JBTS is concerned with presenting
high-level original scholarship in an approachable way. Academic journals are often written by
scholars for other scholars. They are technical in nature, assuming a robust knowledge of the field.
There are fewer journals that seek to introduce biblical and theological scholarship that is also
accessible to students. JBTS seeks to provide high-level scholarship and research to both scholars
and students, which results in original scholarship that is readable and accessible. As an
inter-denominational journal JBTS is broadly evangelical. We accept contributions in all theological
disciplines from any evangelical perspective. In particular, we encourage articles and book reviews
within the fields of Old Testament, New Testament, Biblical Theology, Church History, Systematic
Theology, Practical Theology, Philosophical Theology, Philosophy, and Ethics.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Women v. Religion Karen L. Garst, 2018-06-01
Throughout history, religion has been used as a tool of female subjugation. Women have been
deemed less worthy than men, have been prevented from owning property, and worse—all in the
name of a higher power. In recent decades, women have made progress in terms of equal rights with
men, at least in Western democracies, but still, why has the United States never had a female
president? Why aren't more women heads of Fortune 500 companies? Why do politicians in the West
continue to attack women's reproductive rights? As this volume explores, it would be hard to find a
bigger culprit than religion when identifying the last cultural barriers to full gender equality. With
topics ranging from the subjugation of women in the Bible to the shame and guilt felt by women due
to religious teaching, this volume makes clear that only by rejecting the very system that limits their
autonomy will women be fully liberated from its malignant influences, not just in codified law but
also in cultural practice.

bible verse for leadership in the church: The People’s Zion Joel Cabrita, 2018-06-11 Joel
Cabrita tells the story of Zionism, which began in a utopian community near Chicago in 1900. Its
faith-healing spiritualism, uplifting pan-racialism, and missionary zeal resonated with marginalized
urban working-class whites and blacks in both the United States and Southern Africa. Today Zionism
is Southern Africa’s largest religious movement.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Sticky Leaders Larry Osborne, 2016-08-16 Sticky
Leaders begins with the topic that most books about innovation avoid altogether: failure. Most books
on leadership make it sound as if successful innovation is the end result of a carefully followed
formula. But you can't have innovation without change. The simple fact is that when it comes to any
new venture, failure is the surest result of the inevitable change process. Respected pastor and
author, Larry Osborne, explains how understanding this dirty little secret behind innovation can
bring both stability and creativity to organizations, especially those with teams of people that focus
on innovation, creativity, new ideas, and problem-solving. In Sticky Leaders, you'll learn: How to
encourage innovation's most powerful igniters and accelerators How to avoid the most common
killers of innovation How to recognize and break through ceilings of complexity and competency The
six pitfalls of growth and what you can do to avoid them The three questions every leader needs to
ask before launching any new endeavor The counterintuitive practices that successful change agents
and serial innovators use to greatly increase their odds of success. Using the wisdom and principles
found in this book, you will be prepared to lead dynamically without causing uncertainty or
insecurity in your organization or ministry.

bible verse for leadership in the church: 52 Churches Peter DeHaan, 2018-12-04 They say
there’s no such thing as a perfect church. Well, one author decided to test that theory out for
himself. Peter DeHaan spent an entire year roaming from one church to another, visiting 52



different Christian congregations. In the process he learned what makes these places of worship
unique, what makes newcomers feel like they belong, and what cringe-worthy shenanigans are
guaranteed to keep visitors from ever coming back. In his travels, Peter learned about different
denominations and worship styles as well as what happens when imperfect humans gather together
in the name of a perfect God. What he discovered was occasionally funny, always interesting, and at
times absurd. So absurd that he wrote a book about his experiences. 52 Churches is part religious
exposé, part travel memoir, and 100% authentic. Peter refuses to hold back his punches. You'll
cringe when this Christian author is singled out by a fire-and-brimstone preacher, unnecessarily
determined to save his soul out of hell. You'll find yourself thankful that you weren’t in Peter’s shoes
when the pastor told his congregation to greet one another with a holy kiss. You’ll read about
Christian practices that are far different from your own, and in the process gain a deeper
understanding of believers from all walks of life and denominational backgrounds: Protestant
mainline, evangelical, and charismatic, Roman Catholic, and more. If you're a pastor trying to
engage newcomers, a seasoned church member looking for some chuckles, or a spiritual lurker
curious about what goes on beneath the steeples of America’s churches today, this book was written
for you. Read 52 Churches now for an insightful, unforgettable read about the strange and
mysterious believers who meet together behind closed doors each and every Sunday.

bible verse for leadership in the church: The Bible in Folklore Worldwide Eric Ziolkowski,
2023-12-31 The Bible in Folklore Worldwide, a two-volume, illustrated Handbook, provides readers
with original studies of the reception of the Bible in the folklores of different cultures around the
world. This second volume focuses on biblically-derived characters, tales, and motifs, in Asian,
African, Oceanic, and American cultures.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Spirits and Letters Thomas G. Kirsch, 2011 This
work offers a substantial intervention into broader debates about religion, media and materiality.

bible verse for leadership in the church: Out Of The Broom Closet Miriam Dawn
Handfield, 2022-04-29 Out of the Broom Closet is a thought-provoking, engaging exploration of life
as a “witchy” Christian. Packed full of scripture references, easy-to-follow suggestions for
celebrating the Wheel of the Year and moon phases, and practical instructions for using the
magickal gifts of the Holy Spirit, it’s sure to enlighten and inspire even the most skeptical of readers.
Miriam grew up in several Protestant churches, but she always felt different or out of place. Drawn
to what many consider “occult” practices, she knew there was something more for her spiritually. At
the same time, she struggled with the disconnect between what she read in the Bible and what she
heard taught by various Christian preachers and teachers. Inspired by her own dad to study the
Word of God herself and pray about it, she entered a healing, fulfilling relationship with the Holy
Trinity, nature, and her own convictions. Miriam knows that she’s not alone, and she prays that her
story will encourage others to let their light shine and follow the path God is leading them down
without guilt or fear. A book that could change your life, Out of the Broom Closet breaks down
stereotypes and barriers and provides a pure, open look at the joy of serving Jesus as a “Christian
Witch”. It will affirm and inspire those who experience their Christian life outside the prescribed
confines of the church, and it will challenge their fellow believers to consider a broader
understanding of spirituality.

bible verse for leadership in the church: What the Bible Actually Teaches on Women
Kevin Giles, 2018-10-19 Kevin Giles has been writing on women in the Bible for over forty years. In
this book, What the Bible Actually Teaches on Women, he gives the most comprehensive account to
date of the competing conclusions to this question and the issues surrounding it. To understand the
bitter and divisive debate among evangelicals over the status and ministry of women, it needs to be
understood that those who since 1990 have called themselves complementarians argue that in
creation before the fall God set the man over the woman. Thus, the leadership of the man and the
subordination of the woman in the home, the church, and wherever possible in the world (the whole
creation) is the God-given ideal that is pleasing to God. It is this theology that Kevin Giles
deconstructs and shows to be without a biblical foundation. Giles shows that he is fully conversant



with the complementarian position and yet is unpersuaded by it. He sees it as an appeal to the Bible
to preserve male privilege, similar to the appeals to the Bible to validate slavery and Apartheid;
appeals to the Bible made by some of the best Reformed and evangelical biblical scholars, and now
seen to be special pleading. Carefully studying the limited number of texts on which
complementarians predicate their theology of the sexes, Giles finds not one of them actually teaches
what complementarians claim. Furthermore, complementarians too often ignore the texts that are
very difficult for them. In this book the ordination of women gets only passing mention. The constant
focus is on whether or not the Bible subordinates women to men as an abiding theological principle.
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