
biblical father and son relationships

biblical father and son relationships have been a foundational theme throughout the
Scriptures, illustrating complex dynamics of love, obedience, discipline, and legacy. These
relationships provide profound insights into the nature of family, authority, and spiritual
inheritance within a biblical context. From the early stories of Adam and Seth to the
profound teachings of Jesus and God the Father, father and son interactions illuminate key
theological and moral principles. This article explores various notable biblical father and son
relationships, their significance in biblical history, and the lessons they impart for
contemporary understanding of familial bonds. The exploration includes patriarchal
examples, covenantal promises, challenges of obedience, and divine relationships that
mirror human experiences. Through this examination, readers will gain a deeper
appreciation for how biblical father and son relationships shape faith, character, and
community. The following sections will guide the discussion in detail.

Patriarchal Examples of Biblical Father and Son Relationships

Lessons on Obedience and Discipline in Father and Son Dynamics

Covenantal Promises and Spiritual Legacy Between Fathers and Sons

The Divine Father and Son Relationship in the Bible

Challenges and Reconciliation in Biblical Father and Son Stories

Patriarchal Examples of Biblical Father and Son
Relationships
Patriarchal narratives form the backbone of biblical father and son relationships, presenting
foundational stories that influence Judeo-Christian thought. These examples reveal not only
family ties but also divine purposes unfolding through generations.

Abraham and Isaac: Faith and Obedience
The relationship between Abraham and Isaac is one of the most significant in the Bible,
highlighting themes of faith, trust, and obedience to God. God’s command to Abraham to
sacrifice Isaac tested the patriarch’s faith profoundly. This story underscores the deep bond
between father and son, as well as the ultimate submission to divine will, serving as a
prototype for faithfulness in biblical father and son relationships.



Isaac and Jacob: Blessing and Inheritance
Isaac’s relationship with his sons Esau and Jacob illustrates the complexities of favoritism,
blessing, and inheritance. The transfer of the birthright and blessing from Isaac to Jacob,
often marked by deception, reveals tensions and consequences within father and son
dynamics. This story emphasizes the importance of spiritual and material inheritance in
biblical families.

Jacob and Joseph: Favoritism and Protection
Jacob’s favoritism toward Joseph, symbolized by the famous coat of many colors, led to
significant family strife and reconciliation. Joseph’s journey from favored son to a powerful
leader in Egypt demonstrates the protective and providential aspects of father and son
relationships in Scripture, reflecting themes of forgiveness and divine providence.

Lessons on Obedience and Discipline in Father
and Son Dynamics
Obedience and discipline are recurring themes in biblical father and son relationships, often
used to teach moral and spiritual lessons. The Scriptures provide examples where discipline
is intertwined with love and guidance for growth.

King David and Solomon: Wisdom and Instruction
King David’s relationship with his son Solomon exemplifies the transmission of wisdom and
leadership principles through fatherly instruction. David’s guidance prepared Solomon to
become a wise king, emphasizing the role of a father in shaping the character and destiny
of his son.

Elijah and Elisha: Mentorship and Legacy
The prophet Elijah’s mentorship of Elisha represents a spiritual father and son relationship
marked by training, empowerment, and legacy. Elijah’s discipline and commissioning of
Elisha highlight how biblical father and son relationships extend beyond biological ties to
spiritual mentorship and succession.

Proverbs on Discipline and Instruction
The Book of Proverbs contains numerous teachings about the importance of discipline and
instruction between fathers and sons. These verses stress that wise fathers provide
guidance that leads to understanding, righteousness, and life success.

“Train up a child in the way he should go” (Proverbs 22:6)



“A wise son brings joy to his father” (Proverbs 10:1)

“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from
him” (Proverbs 22:15)

Covenantal Promises and Spiritual Legacy
Between Fathers and Sons
Covenants form a critical element in biblical father and son relationships, emphasizing
promises made by God that extend through generations. These covenants often include
blessings, land, and spiritual heritage.

Noah and His Sons: Preservation and Continuity
Noah’s covenant with God after the flood involved his sons as the progenitors of post-flood
humanity. The father and sons’ relationship here underscores preservation, obedience, and
the continuation of God’s plan for creation.

God’s Covenant with Abraham and His Descendants
God’s promises to Abraham established a covenant that extended through his sons,
particularly Isaac and Jacob. This covenant included the promise of numerous descendants
and a land inheritance, forming the basis for Israel’s identity and the spiritual legacy passed
from father to son.

Passing on the Faith: Importance of Spiritual Legacy
The transmission of faith from fathers to sons is a recurring biblical theme, emphasizing the
responsibility of fathers to nurture belief and obedience in their children. This spiritual
legacy ensures the continuation of God’s covenant and blessings across generations.

The Divine Father and Son Relationship in the
Bible
One of the most profound biblical father and son relationships is that between God the
Father and Jesus Christ, which serves as the ultimate model for understanding divine
authority, love, and sonship.



God the Father and Jesus: Divine Sonship
The New Testament reveals the unique relationship between God the Father and Jesus as
His Son. This relationship is characterized by unity, authority, and love, providing a
theological foundation for the concept of sonship and the nature of God Himself.

Jesus’ Teachings on God as Father
Jesus frequently referred to God as “Father,” teaching believers about the intimate and
caring nature of God’s paternal relationship with humanity. This concept redefines biblical
father and son relationships by emphasizing spiritual adoption and divine care.

Implications for Human Father and Son Relationships
The divine relationship between God and Jesus offers a model for human father and son
relationships, highlighting qualities such as unconditional love, guidance, discipline, and
grace. It sets a standard for earthly fathers in their relationships with their sons.

Challenges and Reconciliation in Biblical Father
and Son Stories
Many biblical narratives involving fathers and sons include moments of conflict,
estrangement, and eventual reconciliation, reflecting the complexity of human
relationships.

The Prodigal Son: Forgiveness and Restoration
The parable of the Prodigal Son illustrates a father’s forgiveness and unconditional love
despite a son’s rebellion and waywardness. This story captures the themes of repentance,
mercy, and restoration in father and son relationships.

Cain and Abel: Conflict and Consequences
The earliest biblical story of father and son relationships includes the tragic conflict
between Cain and Abel, sons of Adam. This narrative addresses themes of jealousy, sin,
and the consequences of broken familial bonds.

Jacob and Esau: Reconciliation After Rivalry
After years of rivalry and estrangement, Jacob and Esau’s reconciliation demonstrates the
healing power of forgiveness and the restoration of family unity. Their story highlights the
potential for renewal in strained father and son relationships.



Recognize the importance of forgiveness and grace.1.

Understand the impact of favoritism and jealousy.2.

Value the role of repentance and reconciliation.3.

Emphasize the enduring nature of familial bonds despite challenges.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key biblical examples of father and son
relationships?
Key biblical examples include Abraham and Isaac, David and Solomon, and God the Father
and Jesus Christ, each illustrating themes of faith, obedience, and legacy.

How does the Bible portray the relationship between
Abraham and Isaac?
The Bible portrays Abraham and Isaac's relationship as one of deep faith and obedience,
highlighted by Abraham's willingness to sacrifice Isaac as a test of faith (Genesis 22).

What lessons can be learned from the relationship
between David and Solomon?
David and Solomon's relationship teaches about the importance of a father's guidance and
the passing of wisdom and responsibility to the next generation (1 Kings 2).

How is the concept of 'fatherly discipline' explained in
the Bible?
Fatherly discipline in the Bible is seen as an act of love and guidance, meant to teach and
correct children for their good, as stated in Proverbs 3:12 and Hebrews 12:7-11.

What role does forgiveness play in biblical father and
son stories?
Forgiveness is a central theme, exemplified by the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15,
where a father lovingly forgives his repentant son, demonstrating grace and restoration.



How does the New Testament describe the relationship
between God the Father and Jesus Christ?
The New Testament describes God the Father and Jesus Christ's relationship as one of
unity, love, and purpose, emphasizing Jesus as the Son sent to fulfill the Father's plan of
salvation (John 3:16, John 10:30).

What guidance does the Bible offer to fathers in raising
their sons?
The Bible advises fathers to raise their sons with discipline, instruction, and love,
encouraging them to live righteously and fear the Lord (Ephesians 6:4, Proverbs 22:6).

How are conflicts between fathers and sons addressed
in the Bible?
Conflicts are often resolved through repentance, communication, and reconciliation, as
seen in the story of Esau and Jacob (Genesis 33) and the Prodigal Son parable (Luke 15).

Why is the father-son relationship significant in biblical
teachings?
The father-son relationship symbolizes God's covenantal love, authority, and the passing of
faith and blessings, serving as a model for human relationships and spiritual growth.

Additional Resources
1. Father and Son: The Biblical Bond
This book explores the deep and often complex relationships between fathers and sons as
portrayed in the Bible. It delves into key stories such as Abraham and Isaac, Jacob and
Esau, and David and Solomon, highlighting the lessons these relationships offer about faith,
obedience, and legacy. Readers gain insight into how these biblical examples can inform
and strengthen modern father-son dynamics.

2. Legacy of Faith: Fathers and Sons in Scripture
"Legacy of Faith" examines how faith is passed down from one generation to the next
through the intimate relationships of fathers and sons in biblical narratives. The author
analyzes the spiritual and emotional challenges these pairs face and how their interactions
shape the course of biblical history. This book encourages readers to reflect on their own
family legacies of faith.

3. The Father-Son Covenant: Understanding God’s Design
This book focuses on the covenantal relationship between fathers and sons as a reflection
of God's covenant with His people. Using biblical examples, it outlines the responsibilities
and blessings inherent in this relationship. The author also discusses how fathers can
nurture spiritual growth and identity in their sons according to biblical principles.



4. From Abraham to Jesus: Fathers and Sons in Salvation History
Tracing the lineage from Abraham to Jesus, this work highlights the pivotal father-son
relationships that shaped the unfolding of salvation history. Each chapter focuses on a
different pair, illustrating their roles in God's redemptive plan. The book provides
theological insights and practical applications for readers interested in biblical genealogy
and family dynamics.

5. Lessons from Biblical Fathers: Guiding Sons in Faith and Character
This practical guide draws lessons from biblical fathers on how to raise sons with strong
faith and moral character. Drawing from stories such as Noah and Shem and Eli and
Samuel, the author provides actionable advice for modern fathers. The book emphasizes
spiritual mentorship, discipline, and love as key elements in father-son relationships.

6. Jacob and Esau: A Story of Rivalry and Redemption
Focusing on the well-known story of Jacob and Esau, this book explores themes of rivalry,
forgiveness, and God’s sovereign plan. It examines how their relationship reflects broader
human experiences and divine purposes. Readers are invited to consider how reconciliation
and grace can transform strained familial bonds.

7. David and Solomon: Father-Son Dynamics in Leadership
This book studies the relationship between King David and his son Solomon, highlighting
the transfer of leadership and wisdom. It addresses the challenges and expectations
involved in succeeding a father’s legacy. The narrative provides insights into how spiritual
and practical guidance can prepare the next generation for leadership roles.

8. Teaching the Next Generation: Biblical Fathers as Mentors
"Teaching the Next Generation" focuses on the mentoring role of fathers in the Bible. It
explores how fathers like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob served as spiritual teachers and role
models for their sons. The book offers encouragement and strategies for fathers today to
fulfill this vital biblical role.

9. Embracing the Father’s Heart: God’s Relationship with His Sons
This devotional-style book explores the metaphorical father-son relationship between God
and His people. It reflects on God’s love, discipline, and guidance as experienced by biblical
figures and believers today. Readers are encouraged to deepen their understanding of
God’s fatherly nature and their identity as His children.
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arguments often levied against traditional gender roles. Grudem counters egalitarian and feminist
critiques with clarity, compassion, and precision, showing God's equal value for men and women
while celebrating the beauty in their differences.
  biblical father and son relationships: Biblical Theology - Volume 1 Charles Vogan,
2019-09-21 The overarching theme of the Bible is the Father/Son relationship. In fact, the entire
Bible is a full description of this relationship between Father and Son, as God wants to see it in us.
We know this because of the testimony of the best authority in the Bible - Jesus himself, the eternal
Son of God. - The Creator - The Father gives life to his Son - The Covenant - The Father makes his
Son his Heir - Deliverance & Law - The Father makes his Son holy - The Temple - The Father gives
full access to his Son - The Kingdom - The Father seats his Son beside him on the throne - Wisdom -
The Father teaches his Son - The Prophet - The Father reveals himself through his Son VOLUME 1:
The Bible as universal truth The Message of the Bible The Theology of the Old Testament
  biblical father and son relationships: The Joining of the Lord Ron Cottle, 2012-06 Within the
Christian experience, no personal bond between individuals is comparable to that of a spiritual
father/son relationship. It is evidenced throughout the Bible and today is manifested in the lives of
many profoundly effective believers. Yet, it is not well understood on a practical level. Neither is it
broadly practiced, though it is gaining recognition with increasing strength. In this book, Dr. Cottle
addresses the spiritual father/son relationship from a thoroughly biblical and pragmatically effective
manner. Every Christian leader should take to heart the profound lessons offered here. These
insights have been drawn from his years of intense study, clear revelation, and honest
experience.ABOUT THE AUTHORDr. Ronald E. Cottle has served as a pastor of churches, both large
and small. He has been president of a university and a seminary and is the author of more than fifty
books and fifty Bible college courses. He is the founder of Christian Life School of Theology, a
coalition of ministry schools based in local churches around the world and Beacon University. He is
the founder of ACTS (Apostolic Council of Transformational Servant-Leaders) and ECAL (Embassy
Coalition of Apostolic Leaders), apostolic networks which include church and marketplace leaders in
the United States and numerous other nations.Dr. Cottle has earned an A.B. degree from Florida
Southern College, Lakeland, Florida; a Master of Divinity from Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina; and a Ph.D. in Religion from the University of Southern
California, Los Angeles, California. He also earned a Master of Science in Education and an Ed.D.
from U.S.C.
  biblical father and son relationships: Biblical Theology - Volume 2 Charles Vogan,
2019-09-21 The overarching theme of the Bible is the Father/Son relationship. In fact, the entire
Bible is a full description of this relationship between Father and Son, as God wants to see it in us.
We know this because of the testimony of the best authority in the Bible - Jesus himself, the eternal
Son of God. - The Creator - The Father gives life to his Son - The Covenant - The Father makes his
Son his Heir - Deliverance & Law - The Father makes his Son holy - The Temple - The Father gives
full access to his Son - The Kingdom - The Father seats his Son beside him on the throne - Wisdom -
The Father teaches his Son - The Prophet - The Father reveals himself through his Son VOLUME 1:
The Bible as universal truth The Message of the Bible The Theology of the Old Testament
  biblical father and son relationships: Christian Ethics (Revised Edition) Wayne Grudem,
2024-09-18 What Does the Bible Teach about How to Live in Today's World? How should Christians
live when the surrounding culture is increasingly hostile to Christian moral values? Granted, the
Bible is our guide—but how can we know if we are interpreting it rightly with regard to ethical
questions about wealth and poverty, marriage and divorce, birth control, abortion, euthanasia,
homosexuality, ethical business practices, environmental stewardship, and dozens of other issues?
And on a very practical level, how can we know God's will in the ordinary decisions of life? To
address questions like these, Wayne Grudem, author of the bestselling book Systematic Theology,
draws on 40 years of teaching classes in ethics to write this wide-ranging introduction to biblical
moral reasoning, organized according to the structure of the Ten Commandments. He issues a
challenging call for Christians to live lives of personal holiness and offers a vision of the Christian



life that is full of joy and blessing through living each day in a way that is pleasing to God. Written by
Wayne Grudem: Bestselling author of Systematic Theology and the What the Bible Says About series
Biblical and Applicable: Teaches readers how to protect 7 central tenets of God's law: God's honor,
human authority, life, marriage, property, truth, and purity of heart Accessible: An ideal textbook for
Christian college and seminary ethics classes, with straightforward language and a bibliography for
the topic at the end of each chapter Replaces ISBN 978-1-4335-4965-6
  biblical father and son relationships: A Kingdom Is Not a Democracy Francisco I Victa,
III, 2006-08
  biblical father and son relationships: Discovering Biblical Equality Ronald W. Pierce,
Rebecca Merrill Groothuis, Gordon D. Fee, 2005-07-25 Ronald W. Pierce and Rebecca Merrill
Groothuis (general editors), with the aid of Gordon D. Fee (contributing editor), assemble a
distinguished array of twenty-six evangelical scholars firmly committed to the authority of Scripture
who offer a fresh, positive, up-to-date defense of biblical equality.
  biblical father and son relationships: The Qur’an and Its Biblical Reflexes Mark Durie,
2018-08-15 This path-breaking book sets aside the traditional story of the life of Muhammad, and
inquires into the internal history of the Qur'an itself. Drawing on fresh insights from linguistics and
theology, Durie puts forward a new and very different explanation for the “Mecca-Medina” division,
attributing it to a theological crisis which arose in the Qur’anic community. Through careful
investigation of theologically charged topics such as prophecy, Satan, sin, the oneness of God,
covenant, warfare, divine presence, and holiness, Durie questions whether the Qur’an and Bible
really do share a deeper connection. He invites the reader to set aside the frames through which the
Qur’an has been viewed in the past, whether Biblical or Islamic, and invites us to attend to the
Qur’an’s distinctive and unique theological vision, in its own terms.
  biblical father and son relationships: Athanasius Thomas Gerard Weinandy, 2007 As the
Patriarch of Alexandria in the critical 4th century, Athanasius' significance was without doubt
profound both as a pastor and theologian. With resolute conviction and powerful personality he
became the ardent champion of the Council of Nicea's affirmation of the full divinity of the Son, and
in so doing he became the most resourceful and innovative theologian of his day. His Christology
provided significant theological clarifications that would become decisive for Cyril of Alexandria and
the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon. Athanasius is a theologian of great importance and
relevance today when many of his concerns are still our own. This book offers a fresh scholarly
introduction to the theology of Athanasius that will benefit not only the student but the educated lay
reader as well. Weinandy explores, in a lucid and insightful manner, all of the key theological
controversies, questions and themes that appear within Athanasius' thought: Revelation, Scripture
and Tradition; Creation and the Fall; The Nicene Crisis; The Incarnation and salvation; the divinity of
the Holy Spirit; the Church and Sacraments; and the Christian Life and Monasticism.
  biblical father and son relationships: Living a Purposeful Life Kalman J. Kaplan,
2020-08-28 While meaning and purpose are often seen as synonymous, this book argues that they
sometimes are in opposition, the search for meaning at times suicidal, and living with purpose
life-enhancing and invigorating. No people seemed to search for meaning in their lives more than did
the ancient and classical Greeks. They were not content with living simple lives but oftentimes took
on gargantuan tasks which resulted in a great deal of upheaval and unpleasantness in their everyday
lives, and oftentimes to disaster, indeed suicide. The biblical human being, in contrast, is not driven
to search for meaning in this way. One’s purpose is inherent in daily life. He does not need to search
for it. The God of the Hebrew Bible makes the human being, man and woman, in His own image. He
then breathes life into man. Life has an inherent purpose. Man must be a steward of God’s creation.
  biblical father and son relationships: Marriage as a Covenant Gordon Paul Hugenberger,
2014-09-03 This book focuses on the interpretation of Malachi 2:10-16, which censures the lax
marital practice of its contemporaries. In particular, Hugenberger investigates Malachi's
identification of marriage as a covenant in response to recent scholarly challenges to this
identification. Taking the issues raised by Malachi as his point of departure, Hugenberger examines



the nature of covenant and oath (including verba solemnia and oath-signs), and, in light of these
findings, explores the theory of marriage implied elsewhere in the Old Testament. Included in this
investigation are an analysis of the concentric literary structure of Malachi and a study of the Old
Testament's ethical perspectives on divorce, polygamy, and sexual fidelity. An extensive bibliography
and indices complete the book.
  biblical father and son relationships: Biblical Theology: New Testament Chester Lehman,
2018-11-30
  biblical father and son relationships: Practicing Ministry in the Presence of God John
Jefferson Davis, 2015-07-13 Practicing Ministry in the Presence of God presents a new paradigm for
church ministry--one that is based on fundamental truths of the Christian faith such as the Trinity,
union with Christ, and the already presence of the Holy Spirit in the church. This new paradigm can
help busy pastors avoid burnout in the ministry and model Trinitarian, New Testament patterns of
ministry to their people. Practicing Ministry in the Presence of God reflects the best of recent New
Testament scholarship, sensitivity to the contexts of globalized postmodern cultures dominated by
digital media, and practical applications for Christian life, discipleship, worship, and mission.
  biblical father and son relationships: What the Bible Says About God the Redeemer Jack
Cottrell, 2000-09-04 Part of a three book series on theology, which includes God the Creator and
God the Ruler, Cottrell expounds upon the three major elements of God as revealed in the
scriptures: providence, redemption and creation.
  biblical father and son relationships: Fathers and Daughters in the Hebrew Bible
Johanna Stiebert, 2013-03-28 This book provides the fullest examination of father-daughter
depictions in the Hebrew Bible to date. While father-son depictions are more prominent, there none
the less exists a broad spectrum of metaphors, myths, legal texts and narrative accounts featuring
daughters alongside fathers. When this full range is taken into account, instead of - like many
preceding approaches, which have looked at more lurid examples (like the narrative of Jephthah's
sacrifice ofhis daughter, or Lot's incest with his daughters) in isolation - it emerges that the
daughter is depicted also in very affectionate terms. The daughter is not invisible in the Hebrew
Bible: she emergesas integral part of the family and, occasionally at least, as the most cherished and
the most deserving of her father's protection.
  biblical father and son relationships: Living Biblically Kalman J. Kaplan, 2012-12-12 Living
Biblically de-situates biblical wisdom from its formally religious-theological underpinnings and offers
it as a guide for fulfilled, happy living. Although over 95 percent of Americans have some sense of a
meaning-providing transcendent power, 75 percent of clinical psychologists and psychiatrists lack
such belief. Without intelligent, applicable access to biblical wisdom, many unwittingly live out the
tragic patterns emerging from classical Greece underlying much of modern life and psychotherapy.
People are stuck, even trapped, without hope of redemptive change. They spin their wheels, cycling
back and forth. Biblical narratives, in contrast, portray people as growing, developing, and
overcoming problematic life situations. This book presents a systematic yet readable delineation of
how biblical wisdom can apply to ten issues of daily life: 1) Relating to the Environment, 2) Relating
to Another as Yourself, 3) Relating to Authority, 4) Relating to the Opposite Sex, 5) Relating to a
Son, 6) Relating to a Daughter, 7) Relating to Siblings, 8) Relating Body to Soul, 9) Relating to a
Self-Destructive Person, and 10) Relating to Misfortune. In each chapter, a specific psychological
issue is discussed, applicable Greek and biblical narratives are compared, and contemporary
illustrations are provided, enabling the reader to live in a more fulfilling and happy manner.
  biblical father and son relationships: Augustine, Rahner, and Trinitarian Exegesis Martin E.
Robinson, 2024-05-02 Through close and sustained analysis of Augustine's exegesis of Scripture,
Robinson argues that Augustine's Trinitarian exegesis offers significant-though not
inexhaustible-support for Rahner's Trinitarian project and, particularly, his Grundaxiom. Firstly, he
posits that Augustine provides weighty, biblically rich, support for Rahner's Trinitarian agenda at
exactly those points where Rahner is explicitly critical of Augustine and the “Augustinian-Western
tradition”, overcoming various weaknesses detected in the later tradition, and pre-empting many of



Rahner's later solutions. Secondly and consequently, Robinson suggests that Augustine offers a
scriptural reading strategy that addresses the major exegetical difficulties perceived to emerge from
Rahner's Rule. Thus, in Augustine's exegesis of Scripture, the Augustinian-Western tradition has
always had the resources at its disposal to avoid or address the most poignant criticisms levelled
both by and at Rahner.
  biblical father and son relationships: Relationality and the Concept of God Henry Jansen,
2025-02-10 Classical theism, the dominant tradition in Christian theology, has stressed the
metaphysical concept of God, i.e., God's ontological transcendence and independence from the
world. In this century, however, this concept of God has increasingly met with criticism. On the basis
of the Bible and new philosophical considerations, it is argued that a relational concept of God better
answers the fundamental concerns of the Christian faith. In this book the author investigates the
questions of whether one can conceive of God apart from the metaphysical attributes and whether
reflection on the biblical depiction of God leads necessarily to a relational concept of God. The
author explores the questions by examining the relational concepts of God found in two
contemporary German theologians, Jürgen Moltmann and Wolfhart Pannenberg, and uses the divine
attribute of immutability as a focus for the discussion. He argues that the relational concept of God
presupposes another metaphysical conception of God, which raises problems as serious as those in
classical theism, and that the Bible itself, because of its nature as a narrative text, is ambiguous in
many respects as far as God is concerned. A truly Christian doctrine of God must take both the
metaphysical and relational aspects of God into account.
  biblical father and son relationships: Dictionary of Biblical Imagery Leland Ryken, James
C. Wilhoit, Tremper Longman III, 2010-05-11 This reference work explores the images, symbols,
motifs, metaphors, figures of speech, and literary patterns found in the Bible. With over 800 articles
by over 100 expert contributors, this is an inviting, enlightening and indispensable companion to the
reading, study, contemplation and enjoyment of the Bible.
  biblical father and son relationships: Father, Son and Spirit Andreas J. Köstenberger,
Scott R. Swain, 2016-02-10 In this New Studies in Biblical Theology volume, Andreas J.
Köstenberger and Scott R. Swain provide a thorough biblical survey and theological treatment of the
three persons of the Godhead in John's Gospel.
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