bible history of israel and palestine

bible history of israel and palestine encompasses a complex and deeply rooted narrative that spans
thousands of years, forming the foundation of religious, cultural, and political identities in the region.
This history is intricately documented in biblical texts, which provide insights into the origins, conflicts,
and developments of the ancient peoples who inhabited the land known today as Israel and Palestine.
Understanding the bible history of israel and palestine involves exploring key historical events, figures,
and theological themes that have shaped the region's legacy. This article will delve into the biblical
accounts, archaeological findings, and historical interpretations that illuminate the profound significance
of this territory. From ancient patriarchs to the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and the subsequent
geopolitical shifts, the narrative is both rich and multifaceted. The following sections will guide readers

through the primary epochs and themes relevant to the bible history of israel and palestine.

¢ Ancient Origins and Patriarchal Narratives

The Formation of the Israelite Kingdoms

Exile, Return, and the Second Temple Period

Roman Era and the Early Christian Context

Legacy and Influence on Modern Identity

Ancient Origins and Patriarchal Narratives

The bible history of israel and palestine begins with the early patriarchal stories found primarily in the

Book of Genesis. These narratives describe the origins of the Israelite people through figures such as



Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who are considered the founding fathers of Israel. Abraham's covenant
with God marks a significant theological moment that establishes the land promise central to later

biblical history.

Abraham and the Covenant Promise

According to biblical accounts, Abraham received a divine promise that his descendants would inherit
the land of Canaan, the territory roughly corresponding to modern Israel and Palestine. This covenant
is pivotal in understanding the spiritual and territorial claims outlined in scripture and has enduring

significance throughout biblical history.

Jacob and the Twelve Tribes

Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, fathered twelve sons who became the progenitors of the Twelve Tribes of
Israel. These tribes formed the socio-political foundation of early Israelite society. Their settlement
patterns and tribal territories, as described in the Bible, outline the initial distribution of land within the

region.

Egyptian Sojourn and Exodus

The narrative continues with the Israelites’ migration to Egypt due to famine, their enslavement, and
eventual liberation under Moses. The Exodus story is central to the bible history of israel and

palestine, symbolizing both physical deliverance and the formation of a collective identity.

¢ Abraham’s covenant and land promise

¢ Formation of the Twelve Tribes through Jacob

¢ The Exodus and the journey to the Promised Land



The Formation of the Israelite Kingdoms

Following the conquest and settlement of Canaan, the bible history of israel and palestine details the
establishment of the Israelite monarchy. This period includes the reigns of prominent kings and the
division of the kingdom into Israel and Judah, which played a crucial role in shaping the political and

religious landscape.

The United Monarchy under Saul, David, and Solomon

The Bible recounts the unification of the Israelite tribes under King Saul, followed by the reigns of
David and Solomon. David is credited with establishing Jerusalem as the political and religious capital,
while Solomon is renowned for constructing the First Temple, a central place of worship for the

Israelites.

Division into Northern and Southern Kingdoms

After Solomon’s reign, the kingdom split into two: the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern
Kingdom of Judah. The biblical narrative describes the political tensions, prophetic warnings, and
eventual downfall of these kingdoms, which are critical to understanding the historical fragmentation of

the region.

Prophets and Religious Reforms

Prophetic figures such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Elijah played vital roles during this era by advocating
for religious fidelity and social justice. Their messages, preserved in the Bible, reflect the theological

and ethical concerns tied to the governance and survival of the Israelite peoples.



Unification under Saul, David, and Solomon

Jerusalem as a religious center

Division into Israel and Judah

Role of the biblical prophets

Exile, Return, and the Second Temple Period

The bible history of israel and palestine continues with the dramatic events of exile and restoration,
which profoundly influenced Jewish identity and religious practice. The Babylonian exile, Persian

return, and the rebuilding of the Temple mark significant phases in biblical and regional history.

The Babylonian Exile

In 586 BCE, the Babylonian Empire conquered Judah, destroying Jerusalem and the First Temple, and
exiling many lIsraelites. This traumatic event is extensively chronicled in biblical texts such as

Lamentations and Ezekiel, highlighting themes of judgment and hope.

Return Under Persian Rule

The Persian conquest allowed the Jewish people to return to their homeland and rebuild the Temple,
initiating the Second Temple Period. Figures like Ezra and Nehemiah are central to this restoration

process, emphasizing religious reform and community reestablishment.



Religious and Cultural Developments

This era saw significant developments in Jewish law, scripture compilation, and worship practices. The
Second Temple became a focal point for religious life, setting the stage for the later emergence of

various Jewish sects and the context of early Christianity.

¢ Destruction of the First Temple and exile
¢ Return and rebuilding during Persian rule

¢ Religious reforms and scriptural consolidation

Roman Era and the Early Christian Context

The bible history of israel and palestine during the Roman period is marked by political upheaval,
cultural exchange, and the emergence of Christianity. This period includes the life of Jesus, Roman

governance, and significant revolts that shaped the region's trajectory.

Roman Rule and Governance

By the first century BCE, the Roman Empire controlled the region, incorporating it into the province of
Judea. Roman administration and taxation policies often led to tensions with the Jewish population,

documented in both biblical and historical sources.

The Life and Ministry of Jesus

The New Testament places Jesus of Nazareth within this historical context, describing his teachings,



crucifixion, and resurrection. These events took place in the land historically known as Israel and

Palestine, contributing to the religious significance of the area for Christianity.

Jewish Revolts and Diaspora

Maijor revolts against Roman rule, such as the Great Jewish Revolt (66-73 CE) and the Bar Kokhba
revolt (132-136 CE), resulted in widespread destruction and the further dispersion of the Jewish
people. These events are critical to understanding the subsequent demographic and political changes

in the region.

¢ Roman provincial administration
¢ Jesus’ historical and religious impact

¢ Jewish revolts and consequences

Legacy and Influence on Modern ldentity

The bible history of israel and palestine continues to influence modern religious beliefs, cultural
identities, and geopolitical discussions. The ancient narratives and historical events documented in the

Bible remain foundational to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as to ongoing regional dynamics.

Religious Significance in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

All three Abrahamic faiths trace spiritual heritage to the biblical land, making Israel and Palestine a
focal point for pilgrimage, worship, and theological reflection. The sacred sites and biblical history

foster a deep connection that transcends millennia.



Archaeological and Historical Research

Modern archaeology continues to uncover artifacts and sites that corroborate and expand
understanding of the bible history of israel and palestine. These discoveries contribute to scholarly

debates and enrich historical knowledge.

Contemporary Cultural and Political Impact

The ancient history of the land informs contemporary identity and territorial claims, influencing the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and international discourse. The biblical narrative remains a powerful

element in cultural memory and national histories.

e Interfaith religious importance
¢ Archaeological contributions

¢ Influence on modern geopolitics

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Israel and Palestine in biblical history?

Israel and Palestine are significant in biblical history as the land where many key events of the Bible
took place, including the stories of the patriarchs, the Exodus, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, and

the life of Jesus. This region is often referred to as the Holy Land.



How do the Old Testament narratives describe the ancient Kingdom of
Israel?

The Old Testament describes the ancient Kingdom of Israel as a united monarchy under kings Saul,
David, and Solomon. After Solomon's reign, it split into the northern Kingdom of Israel and the

southern Kingdom of Judah, which experienced various conflicts and exiles.

What role did Jerusalem play in biblical history related to Israel and
Palestine?

Jerusalem is a central city in biblical history, serving as the political and spiritual capital of ancient
Israel and Judah. It housed the First and Second Temples and is the site of many significant biblical

events, making it sacred to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

How are the terms 'Israel’' and 'Palestine’ used differently in biblical
versus modern contexts?

In biblical contexts, 'Israel' refers to the ancient kingdoms and the people descended from Jacob
(Israel), while 'Palestine' as a term was not commonly used. The name 'Palestine’ emerged later,
particularly during Roman times. In modern contexts, these terms refer to distinct political and

geographical entities.

What evidence exists outside the Bible supporting the history of Israel
and Palestine?

Archaeological discoveries, such as ancient inscriptions, ruins of cities, and artifacts, provide evidence
supporting biblical accounts of Israel and Palestine. Ancient texts from neighboring civilizations, like the

Egyptians, Assyrians, and Babylonians, also reference events and peoples mentioned in the Bible.



Additional Resources

1. Ancient Israel: From Abraham to the Roman Destruction of the Temple

This book offers a comprehensive historical overview of Israel from its patriarchal beginnings through
the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. It delves into archaeological discoveries, biblical
narratives, and historical events that shaped the ancient Israelite identity. Readers gain insight into the

social, political, and religious developments of the region.

2. The Bible and the Land: An Archaeological History of Israel and Palestine

Focusing on the intersection of archaeology and biblical history, this title examines material evidence
from Israel and Palestine to illuminate the biblical narrative. It explores ancient cities, artifacts, and
cultural practices, providing a tangible context for biblical stories. The book bridges faith and

scholarship by integrating archaeological findings with scriptural accounts.

3. Palestine in the Time of Jesus: Social and Political Contexts

This work explores the historical and political landscape of Palestine during the Second Temple period,
particularly around the time of Jesus. It discusses Roman occupation, Jewish sects, and regional
conflicts that influenced daily life and religious movements. The book helps readers understand the

complex environment that shaped early Christianity.

4. The History of Israelite Kingship: From Saul to the Exile

Detailing the rise and fall of Israel’s monarchy, this book traces the reigns of Saul, David, Solomon,
and subsequent kings until the Babylonian exile. It highlights political intrigue, religious reforms, and
foreign relations. The narrative is enriched with biblical texts alongside historical and archaeological

research.

5. Jerusalem: The Holy City in History and Faith

This title covers the multifaceted history of Jerusalem, a city sacred to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
It discusses the city’s founding, its role in biblical events, periods of conquest, and its religious
significance over millennia. The book offers readers a layered understanding of why Jerusalem

remains a focal point of faith and conflict.



6. God’s Chosen People: The Formation of Israelite Identity

Exploring themes of ethnicity, religion, and culture, this book examines how the ancient Israelites
developed a distinct identity. It analyzes biblical texts, covenant traditions, and historical circumstances
that contributed to the community’s self-understanding. The work sheds light on the origins of Jewish

identity and its biblical foundations.

7. The Land of Canaan: Archaeology and the Bible

This book investigates the archaeological record of Canaan, the ancient land encompassing Israel and
Palestine, and its correlation with biblical accounts. It covers settlement patterns, material culture, and
the emergence of Israelite society. The author provides a critical approach to understanding the biblical

narrative through physical evidence.

8. Exile and Return: The Babylonian Captivity and Its Aftermath

Focusing on one of the most pivotal periods in Israelite history, this book discusses the Babylonian
exile and the subsequent return to Jerusalem. It explores the political, social, and religious
transformations that occurred during and after exile. The book highlights how this era shaped the

development of Judaism and biblical literature.

9. Conflict and Coexistence: Jewish and Palestinian Histories in Biblical Times

This title examines the complex interactions between ancient Israelites and neighboring peoples in
Palestine, including conflicts, alliances, and cultural exchanges. It provides a nuanced perspective on
the region’s history, challenging simplistic narratives. The book contributes to a deeper understanding

of the historical roots of the Israel-Palestine relationship.
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Brad E. Kelle, 2011-05-17 Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in using
the study of ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop Moore
and Brad E. Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the past on its
own terms, drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient Israel and its
neighbors without privileging the biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel’s Past provides a
comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has changed since
the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in scholarship, trace
the development of ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major scholars, viewpoints, issues, and
developments.

bible history of israel and palestine: A Biblical History of Israel lain Provan, V. Philips
Long, Tremper Longman III, 2003-09-30 In this much-anticipated textbook, three respected biblical
scholars have written a history of ancient Israel that takes the biblical text seriously as an historical
document. While also considering nonbiblical sources and being attentive to what disciplines like
archaeology, anthropology, and sociology suggest about the past, the authors do so within the
context and paradigm of the Old Testament canon, which is held as the primary document for
reconstructing Israel's history. In Part One, the authors set the volume in context and review past
and current scholarly debate about learning Israel's history, negating arguments against using the
Bible as the central source. In Part Two, they seek to retell the history itself with an eye to all the
factors explored in Part One.

bible history of israel and palestine: Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History Thomas L.
Thompson, 2014-09-11 Modern biblical scholarship's commitment to the historical-critical method in
its efforts to write a history of Israel has created the central and unavoidable problem of writing an
objective and critical history of Palestine through the biblical literature with the methods of Biblical
Archaeology. 'Biblical Narrative and Palestine's History' brings together key essays on historical
method and the archaeology and history of Palestine. The essays employ comparative and formalistic
techniques to illuminate the allegorical and mythical in Old Testament narrative traditions from
Genesis to Nehemiah. In so doing, the volume presents a detailed review of central and radical
changes in both our understanding of biblical traditions and the archaeology and history of
Palestine. The study offers an analysis of Biblical narrative as rooted in ancient Near Eastern
literature since the Bronze Age.

bible history of israel and palestine: A Biblical History of Israel, Second Edition lain
Provan, V. Philips Long, Tremper Longman III, 2015-10-23 For over a decade, A Biblical History of
Israel has gathered praise and criticism for its unapologetic approach to reconstructing the
historical landscape of ancient Israel through a biblical lens. In this much-anticipated second edition,
the authors reassert that the Old Testament should be taken seriously as a historical document
alongside other literary and archaeological sources. Significantly revised and updated, A Biblical
History of Israel, Second Edition includes the authors' direct response to critics. In part 1, the
authors review scholarly approaches to the historiography of ancient Israel and negate arguments
against using the Bible as a primary source. In part 2, they outline a history of ancient Israel from
2000 to 400 BCE by integrating both biblical and extrabiblical sources. The second edition includes
updated archaeological data and new references. The text also provides seven maps and fourteen
tables as useful references for students.

bible history of israel and palestine: History, Politics and the Bible from the Iron Age to
the Media Age James G. Crossley, Jim West, 2016-12-01 As biblical studies becomes increasingly
fragmented, this collection of essays brings together a number of leading scholars in order to show
how historical reconstruction, philology, metacriticism, and reception history can be part of a
collective vision for the future of the field. This collection of essays focuses more specifically on
critical questions surrounding the construction of ancient Israel(s), 'minimalism', the ongoing
significance of lexicography, the development of early Judaism, orientalism, and the use of the Bible
in contemporary political discourses. Contributors include John van Seters, Niels Peter Lemche,
Ingrid Hjelm, and Philip R. Davies.



bible history of israel and palestine: The Zionist Bible Nur Masalha, 2014-10-20
Throughout the history of European imperialism the grand narratives of the Bible have been used to
justify settler-colonialism. The Zionist Bible explores the ways in which modern political Zionism and
Israeli militarism have used the Bible - notably the Book of Joshua and its description of the entry of
the Israelites into the Promised Land - as an agent of oppression and to support settler-colonialism
in Palestine. The rise of messianic Zionism in the late 1960s saw the beginnings of a Jewish theology
of zealotocracy, based on the militant land traditions of the Bible and justifying the destruction of
the previous inhabitants. The Zionist Bible examines how the birth and growth of the State of Israel
has been shaped by this Zionist reading of the Bible, how it has refashioned Israeli-Jewish collective
memory, erased and renamed Palestinian topography, and how critical responses to this reading
have challenged both Jewish and Palestinian nationalism.

bible history of israel and palestine: History, Archaeology and The Bible Forty Years
After Historicity Ingrid Hjelm, Thomas L. Thompson, 2016-02-22 In History, Archaeology and the
Bible Forty Years after Historicity, Hjelm and Thompson argue that a ‘crisis’ broke in the 1970s,
when several new studies of biblical history and archaeology were published, questioning the
historical-critical method of biblical scholarship. The crisis formed the discourse of the Copenhagen
school’s challenge of standing positions, which—together with new achievements in archaeological
research—demand that the regional history of ancient Israel, Judaea and Palestine be reconsidered
in all its detail. This volume examines the major changes that have taken place within the field of Old
Testament studies since the ground breaking works of Thomas Thompson and John van Seters in
1974 and 1975 (both republished in 2014). The book is divided in three sections: changing
perspectives in biblical studies, history and cult, and ideology and history, presenting new articles
from some of the field’s best scholars with comprehensive discussion of historical, archaeological,
anthropological, cultural and literary approaches to the Hebrew Bible and Palestine’s history. The
essays question: How does biblical history relate to the archaeological history of Israel and
Palestine? and Can we view the history of the region independently of a biblical perspective? by
looking at the problem from alternative angles and questioning long-held interpretations. Unafraid
to break new ground, History, Archaeology and the Bible Forty Years after Historicity is a vital
resource to students in the field of Biblical and East Mediterranean Studies, and anyone with an
interest in the archaeology, history and religious development in Palestine and the ancient Near
East.

bible history of israel and palestine: A History of Israel John Bright, 2000-01-01 A definitive
text and resource for every student of the Old Testament, this fourth edition of John Bright's now
classic work is newly introduced by William P. Brown.

bible history of israel and palestine: A New Critical Approach to the History of Palestine
Ingrid Hjelm, Hamdan Taha, Ilan Pappe, Thomas L. Thompson, 2019-06-07 A New Critical Approach
to the History of Palestine discusses prospects and methods for a comprehensive, evidence-based
history of Palestine with a critical use of recent historical, archaeological and anthropological
methods. This history is not an exclusive history but one that is ethnically and culturally inclusive, a
history of and for all peoples who have lived in Palestine. After an introductory essay offering a
strategy for creating coherence and continuity from the earliest beginnings to the present, the
volume presents twenty articles from twenty-two contributors, fifteen of whom are of Middle Eastern
origin or relation. Split thematically into four parts, the volume discusses ideology, national identity
and chronology in various historiographies of Palestine, and the legacy of memory and oral history;
the transient character of ethnicity in Palestine and questions regarding the ethical responsibilities
of archaeologists and historians to protect the multi-ethnic cultural heritage of Palestine; landscape
and memory, and the values of community archaeology and bio-archaeology; and an exploration of
the “ideology of the land” and its influence on Palestine’s history and heritage. The first in a series of
books under the auspices of the Palestine History and Heritage Project (PaHH), the volume offers a
challenging new departure for writing the history of Palestine and Israel throughout the ages. A New
Critical Approach to the History of Palestine explores the diverse history of the region against the



backdrop of twentieth-century scholarly construction of the history of Palestine as a history of a
Jewish homeland with roots in an ancient, biblical Israel and examines the implications of this
ancient and recent history for archaeology and cultural heritage. The book offers a fascinating new
perspective for students and academics in the fields of anthropological, political, cultural and
biblical history.

bible history of israel and palestine: Revealing the History of Ancient Palestine Keith W.
Whitelam, 2018-07-06 This volume is part of the Changing Perspectives sub-series, which is
constituted by anthologies of articles by world-renowned biblical scholars and historians that have
made an impact on the field and changed its course during the last decades. This volume offers a
collection of seminal essays by Keith Whitelam on the early history of ancient Palestine and the
origins and emergence of Israel. Collected together in one volume for the first time, and featuring
one unpublished article, this volume will be of interest to biblical and ancient Near Eastern scholars
interested in the politics of historical representation but also on critical ways of constructing the
history of ancient Palestine.

bible history of israel and palestine: Whose Land? Whose Promise?: Gary M. Burge,
2013-10-30 Because events in the Middle East continue to escalate in tragic complexity, Christians
still struggle with making sense of it all. In this updated version of Whose Land? Whose Promise?,
Gary Burge further explores the personal emotions and opinions, and sharpens his theological
argument in the context of the new developments surrounding the crisis in the Middle East. Whose
Land? Whose Promise? offers insight for the thoughtful reader on an explosive topic and challenges
personal truths on peace.

bible history of israel and palestine: Israel/Palestine in World Religions S. Ilan Troen,
2024-04-24 The struggle over Israel/Palestine is not just another contest by competing nationalisms
or an instance of geopolitical competition. It is also about control of sacred territory that involves
local Jews, Muslims, and Christians as well as worldwide faith communities, each with their own
interests and stake in what transpires. This balanced introduction to a complex subject presents the
multiple positions within the great monotheistic traditions. It demonstrates that the secular
discourses in the public square concerning ownership privileges, historical precedence, political
rights, and justice that have allegedly replaced religious claims actually coexist with, and often
complement, the theological. It explores the century-long tangle of secular and theological debates
about Israel’s legitimacy. Whether readers support a Jewish state or are resolutely opposed, the
serious and substantial scholarship of this well-reasoned and innovative book will contribute to a
nuanced and better-informed understanding of this persistent issue that has entered its second
century on the international agenda.

bible history of israel and palestine: The Hebrew Bible and History: Critical Readings
Lester L. Grabbe, 2018-12-27 These critical readings explore the history of ancient Israel, from the
Late Bronze Age to the Persian period, as it relates to the Bible. Selected by one of the world's
leading scholars of biblical history, the texts are drawn from a range of highly respected
international scholars, and from a variety of historical and religious perspectives, presenting the key
voices of the debate in one convenient volume. Divided into five sections - each featuring an
introduction by Lester Grabbe - the volume first covers general methodological principles, before
following the chronology of Israel's earliest history; including two sections on specific cases studies
(the reforms of Josiah and the wall of Nehemiah). A final chapter summarizes many of the historical
principles that emerge in the course of studying Israelite history, and an annotated bibliography
points researchers towards further readings and engagements with these key themes.

bible history of israel and palestine: Israel, Palestine and the Politics of Race Yasmeen
Abu-Laban, Abigail B. Bakan, 2019-10-31 As the situation in Israel/Palestine seems to become ever
more intractable and protracted, the need for new ways of looking at recent developments and their
historical roots is more pressing than ever. Bearing this in mind, Yasmeen Abu-Laban and Abigail B.
Bakan discuss the historic and contemporary dynamics in Israel/Palestine, and their international
reverberations, from the unique vantage point of 'race’, racialization, racism and anti-racism. They




therefore offer close analysis of the 'idea' of Israel and the 'absence’ of Palestine by examining the
concepts of race and identity in the region. With fresh coverage of themes relating to gender,
Idigeneity, the environment , surveillance and the war on terror, Israel, Palestine and the Politics of
Race will appeal to scholars in political science, sociology and Middle East studies.

bible history of israel and palestine: Bible and Tanakh Angel Gabriel, 2025-02-01 KING
HENRY VIIT INVENTED THE CONCEPT OF THE BIBLE AND THE QURAN The first Bible was
written in English in 1526 by William Tyndale, who was burnt by the king in 1536. Archbishop
Thomas Cranmer, an accomplice of King Henry VIII, was burnt in 1556. When Archbishop Cranmer
was burning, he shouted that the Pope was the enemy of Jesus. Pope and Catholics have not heard of
Jesus or Moses in those times. QURAN WAS THE MASTERSTROKE OF THE BIBLE CONSPIRACY
Quran trapped Muslims into believing that the homeland of Palestinians was the homeland of Jews.
The words “Jews” and “Israel” were invented in the Bible in 1526. Jacob, renamed Israel in the Bible,
was a “wandering Aramean” as per the Bible. William Tyndale and Martin Luther invented Abraham,
Jacob, Moses, Solomon's Temple, and Jesus at King Henry VIII's behest. ULTIMATELY, JEWS AND
BRITAIN REVEALED THE SECRET WITH THE BALFOUR DECLARATION, WHICH CAUSED THE
HOLOCAUST AND BLAMED HITLER.

bible history of israel and palestine: Lincoln’s Political Ambitions, Slavery, and the
Bible Edwin D. Freed, 2012-07-01 Abraham Lincoln did not take his family Bible to the White
House. And the reason he did not use the Bible in his first inaugural address was not because it
failed to arrive in his baggage. Freed concentrates on what Abraham Lincoln himself says instead of
what others say about him, which yields insights into understanding Lincoln's speech before the
Young Men's Lyceum, his reply to the Loyal Colored People of Baltimore, and his Second Inaugural
Address. The author shows that much of what has been written about Lincoln's knowledge of the
Bible and its influence on his thought is myth. Although his language was replete with vocabulary
from the Bible, Lincoln's knowledge of it was superficial, and he did not use the Bible to promote
religion. He was always a politician, but with a moral sensitivity. With the Declaration of
Independence and the US Constitution, he used the Bible to help him achieve his political ambitions
and to support the emancipation of slaves. A unique book on a subject never treated so thoroughly,
this is a must-read for all Lincoln admirers.

bible history of israel and palestine: Levinas, Ethics, and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Norman K. Swazo, 2025-05-30 This book engages with the philosophical thought of French-Jewish
philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. It studies some of his Talmudic readings and his concern for a
Jewish “universal ethics.” It does so in relation to the protracted Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the
moral imperatives that apply to the conduct of the State of Israel and the Israeli Defense Forces
(IDF) vis-a-vis the Palestinian people. The book not only looks at what Levinas understands about the
moral “universality” of the Talmud but also applies this understanding to the assessment of the IDF
military operations ongoing in Gaza since October 7, 2023. In this way, the author makes a
distinction between the moral teaching of rabbinic Judaism to which Levinas appeals for its
universality (on the one hand) and the ideology of political Zionism (on the other hand) to which
Levinas subscribed, hence moral critique of the latter required in view of this moral teaching. A
unique contribution, this book will be indispensable to scholars and researchers of European
philosophy, Jewish ethics, religious studies, Talmudic studies, and contemporary moral philosophy,
as well as those interested in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

bible history of israel and palestine: Theologies of Liberation in Palestine-Israel Nur
Masalha, Lisa Isherwood, 2014-04-29 This collection of essays concerns the development of
contextualized theologies of liberation in Palestine and the indigenous Palestinian people's struggle
for justice and liberation. The work is innovative because of its inclusion of indigenous perspectives
within its remit and the introduction of new concepts such as civil liberation theology. The collection
offers other ways to look at biblical discourses and their impact on the ongoing conflict, ways to live
peace, ways to be ethical when visiting these conflicted lands, understandings of resource ethics,
and even a new way to understand how we approach our understanding of liberation theology.




Contributors include well-known scholars from Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Palestinian-Israeli, Indian,
American, and British contexts. This work goes beyond standard academic collections. It is aimed
not only at scholars and students but also at peace activists and policymakers. It should be of use not
only in academic courses but also for practitioners of conflict resolution, peace and reconciliation.

bible history of israel and palestine: Dictionary of Major Biblical Interpreters Donald K.
McKim, 2007-11-12 Donald K. McKim eidts this revised and expanded edition of IVP's Historical
Handbook of Major Biblical Interpreters. With 230 in-depth articles regarding the principal players
in the history of Biblical interpretation, this volume will serve as an invaluable tool for any serious
student of the Bible or history of exegesis.

bible history of israel and palestine: Text and History Jens Bruun Kofoed, 2005 Jens Bruun
Kofoed addresses the methodological issues that must lie behind the use of the biblical text and its
validation as a source for historical information. --from publisher desscription.
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