
bedford county historical society

bedford county historical society plays a pivotal role in preserving and promoting the rich
heritage of Bedford County, Pennsylvania. Established to safeguard the county’s historical artifacts,
documents, and stories, the society serves as a vital resource for researchers, historians, and
community members interested in local history. This institution offers a comprehensive collection of
records that chronicle the development of Bedford County from its early settlement through modern
times. Through various programs, exhibits, and educational initiatives, the Bedford County
Historical Society fosters a deeper understanding of the area’s cultural and historical significance.
This article explores the origins, mission, collections, and activities of the Bedford County Historical
Society, highlighting its impact on preserving local history for future generations. The following
sections provide detailed insights into the society’s foundation, archival holdings, community
engagement, and ways to get involved.
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History and Mission of the Bedford County Historical
Society
The Bedford County Historical Society was established in the early 20th century with the goal of
preserving the historical legacy of Bedford County. Its mission focuses on collecting, preserving, and
sharing the county’s diverse historical resources and fostering a greater appreciation for local
heritage among residents and visitors. The society operates under the principles of historical
accuracy, accessibility, and community involvement.

Founding and Early Development
The society was founded by a group of local historians and civic leaders dedicated to conserving
Bedford County’s unique past. Initially, the organization focused on gathering historical documents,
photographs, and artifacts that were scattered throughout the region. Over time, the Bedford
County Historical Society expanded its scope to include educational programs and collaborative
projects with schools and other cultural institutions.



Mission Statement and Goals
The core mission of the Bedford County Historical Society is to preserve the county’s history through
archival preservation, public education, and community engagement. Key goals include:

Collecting and safeguarding historical artifacts and records

Providing access to historical information for research and education

Promoting awareness of Bedford County’s historical significance

Encouraging community participation in heritage preservation

Collections and Archives
The Bedford County Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of historical materials that
document the county’s development from its founding through the present day. These collections
serve as a valuable resource for genealogists, historians, educators, and anyone interested in the
region’s past.

Types of Materials Preserved
The society’s archives include a wide range of materials such as:

Historical photographs and postcards

Manuscripts and personal papers

Maps and land records

Newspaper archives and periodicals

Artifacts related to local industries and daily life

Each item is carefully cataloged and preserved to ensure long-term accessibility and protection
against deterioration.

Research Services
The Bedford County Historical Society offers research assistance to individuals seeking information
about family histories, local events, and broader historical topics. Researchers can access the
archives by appointment, and staff members provide guidance in navigating the collections. This
service supports academic research, genealogical projects, and community history initiatives.



Educational Programs and Public Outreach
Education is central to the Bedford County Historical Society’s activities. The organization designs
and implements programs aimed at increasing public knowledge and appreciation of local history.

School Partnerships and Curriculum Support
The society collaborates with local schools to provide historical resources and classroom
presentations tailored to various grade levels. These partnerships enhance students’ understanding
of Bedford County’s heritage and encourage active engagement with history through field trips,
workshops, and interactive learning experiences.

Community Workshops and Lectures
Regularly scheduled workshops and lectures cover a variety of historical topics relevant to Bedford
County. These events are open to the public and often feature guest speakers, historians, and
subject-matter experts. Topics may include genealogy, architectural history, regional industries, and
significant historical figures from the area.

Events and Exhibitions
The Bedford County Historical Society hosts numerous events and exhibitions throughout the year to
showcase its collections and celebrate local history. These activities provide opportunities for
community members to engage with the past in meaningful ways.

Permanent and Temporary Exhibits
The society maintains a museum space where permanent exhibits highlight key aspects of Bedford
County’s history, including Native American heritage, colonial settlements, and industrial
development. Temporary exhibits change periodically to focus on specific themes or anniversaries,
incorporating artifacts, photographs, and multimedia presentations.

Annual Events and Special Programs
Annual events, such as heritage festivals and historical reenactments, attract visitors and promote
cultural tourism. The society also organizes special programs during national heritage months,
including Black History Month and Women’s History Month, to honor diverse contributions to the
county’s history.

Membership and Volunteer Opportunities
The Bedford County Historical Society relies on the support of its members and volunteers to fulfill



its mission. Membership offers benefits such as newsletters, early event notifications, and
opportunities to participate in society activities.

Becoming a Member
Membership is open to individuals, families, and organizations interested in supporting historical
preservation efforts. Members contribute to the sustainability of the society and help fund its
programs and projects.

Volunteer Roles and Contributions
Volunteers play a crucial role in the daily operations of the Bedford County Historical Society.
Opportunities include:

Assisting with archival processing and cataloging

Leading tours and educational programs

Supporting event planning and execution

Participating in fundraising and outreach initiatives

Through volunteer engagement, the society fosters a strong community connection and ensures the
ongoing preservation of Bedford County’s history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bedford County Historical Society?
The Bedford County Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and promoting the
history and heritage of Bedford County through exhibitions, educational programs, and community
events.

Where is the Bedford County Historical Society located?
The Bedford County Historical Society is located in Bedford, Pennsylvania, serving the local
community and visitors interested in the region's history.

What types of exhibits does the Bedford County Historical
Society offer?
The society offers exhibits featuring artifacts, photographs, documents, and displays that highlight
Bedford County's cultural, industrial, and social history.



How can I become a member of the Bedford County Historical
Society?
To become a member, you can visit the Bedford County Historical Society's official website or
contact them directly to learn about membership options, benefits, and dues.

Does the Bedford County Historical Society host special events
or programs?
Yes, the society hosts a variety of special events such as lectures, historical tours, workshops, and
seasonal celebrations to engage the community and promote local history.

Can I access historical records or archives through the
Bedford County Historical Society?
The society provides access to certain historical records and archives for research purposes, often
by appointment, to assist historians, genealogists, and the public.

Additional Resources
1. Bedford County Chronicles: A Journey Through Time
This comprehensive book offers an in-depth look at the rich history of Bedford County, exploring its
founding, major events, and influential figures. It includes rare photographs, firsthand accounts, and
detailed maps that bring the county's past to life. Readers will gain a deep appreciation for how
Bedford County evolved from its early settlement days to the modern era.

2. Pioneers and Settlers of Bedford County
Focusing on the early inhabitants of Bedford County, this book delves into the stories of the pioneers
who shaped the region. It highlights their struggles, triumphs, and contributions to the community’s
growth. Genealogists and history enthusiasts will find valuable information on family lineages and
settlement patterns.

3. Historic Landmarks of Bedford County
This illustrated guide documents the notable buildings, homes, and sites that have been preserved
throughout Bedford County. Each chapter provides historical context, architectural details, and the
significance of these landmarks. The book serves as a must-have resource for visitors and locals
interested in heritage tourism.

4. Bedford County in the Civil War Era
Detailing the county’s role during the Civil War, this volume explores military engagements, civilian
life, and the war’s lasting impact on the community. It includes letters, diaries, and official records
that reveal personal stories from soldiers and residents. The narrative paints a vivid picture of
Bedford County’s wartime experience.

5. The Cultural Heritage of Bedford County
This book investigates the diverse cultural traditions, festivals, and customs that have defined
Bedford County over the centuries. It covers music, crafts, cuisine, and folklore unique to the area.
Readers will discover how these cultural elements continue to influence the county’s identity today.



6. Bedford County Historical Society: Preserving the Past
An insider’s look at the Bedford County Historical Society itself, this book chronicles its founding,
mission, and key projects. It showcases the society’s efforts in archiving documents, restoring
artifacts, and educating the public. The book also highlights volunteer stories and community
involvement.

7. Women of Bedford County: Stories Untold
Shining a light on the often overlooked contributions of women in Bedford County’s history, this
book shares biographies, personal narratives, and achievements. It explores roles in education,
business, social reform, and family life. The work brings to the forefront the vital influence women
have had on the county’s development.

8. Bedford County’s Agricultural Legacy
Tracing the evolution of farming and agriculture in Bedford County, this book examines crop
cultivation, livestock raising, and rural life. It includes interviews with longtime farmers and
explores how technological changes affected agricultural practices. The book celebrates the county’s
deep-rooted connection to the land.

9. Ghosts and Legends of Bedford County
This intriguing collection delves into the folklore, myths, and ghost stories that have been passed
down through generations in Bedford County. It offers an entertaining mix of history and mystery,
recounting eerie tales tied to specific locations. Perfect for readers interested in the supernatural
side of local history.
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