
become a substitute teacher in texas
become a substitute teacher in texas is an excellent way to contribute to the education
system while gaining valuable classroom experience. Whether you are seeking a flexible
job opportunity or a stepping stone toward a full-time teaching position, substitute teaching
offers a rewarding career path. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to
become a substitute teacher in Texas, covering requirements, application processes,
certification options, and tips for success. Understanding the specific criteria and
procedures set by Texas school districts and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) is essential
for aspiring substitutes. Additionally, this guide highlights the benefits and responsibilities
associated with substitute teaching in Texas. Explore the steps necessary to prepare for
this role and learn how to navigate the job market effectively. The following sections will
outline everything needed to embark on this educational journey.

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in Texas

Certification and Permits

Application Process and Employment

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute Teacher

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in Texas

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher in
Texas
To become a substitute teacher in Texas, candidates must meet specific qualifications
established by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and local school districts. These
requirements ensure that substitutes are prepared to provide quality instruction and
maintain a safe learning environment. Generally, the minimum educational requirement is
a high school diploma or GED, but many districts prefer candidates with some college
education or a bachelor’s degree.

Educational Qualifications
Most Texas school districts require substitute teachers to have at least 60 college credit
hours or a bachelor’s degree. This requirement varies by district, so it is crucial to verify the
local standards. Those with a four-year degree from an accredited institution typically
qualify for a standard substitute teaching permit.



Background Checks and Fingerprinting
All substitute teacher applicants must undergo criminal background checks and
fingerprinting to ensure student safety. This process is mandatory before receiving
approval to work in any Texas public school. The background screening includes checks
against state and national databases.

Other Basic Requirements
In addition to education and background screening, candidates must have a valid Social
Security number, be legally eligible to work in the United States, and be at least 18 years
old. Some districts may also require attendance at orientation sessions or training
workshops.

Certification and Permits
Obtaining the appropriate certification or permit is a critical step to become a substitute
teacher in Texas. The TEA issues various permits that allow individuals to work as
substitutes across the state’s public schools.

Standard Substitute Teaching Permit
The standard permit is available for applicants who hold at least a bachelor’s degree. This
credential authorizes substitutes to work in any Texas school district without additional
coursework or exams. It is valid for up to five years and can be renewed.

Substitute Teaching Permit for Non-Degree Holders
Individuals without a bachelor’s degree but with at least 60 college credit hours may apply
for this permit. It requires the applicant to complete a substitute teacher training program
approved by the TEA. The permit is typically valid for one year and can be renewed.

Application Process for Permits
Applicants must submit their materials through the TEA’s online Educator Certification
system. This process includes providing transcripts, paying fees, and submitting
fingerprints. Processing times vary but usually take several weeks.

Application Process and Employment
After meeting the educational and certification requirements, the next step is applying to
school districts for substitute teaching positions. Each district manages its own hiring
process, which may include interviews and additional training.



Finding Substitute Teaching Jobs
Most school districts post substitute teaching opportunities on their official websites or
through regional educational service centers. Prospective substitutes can apply directly to
districts or use substitute placement agencies that serve multiple districts.

Application Materials
Applicants should prepare a professional resume highlighting relevant education and
experience. Many districts require completion of an online application form, submission of
transcripts, and copies of any permits or certifications.

Orientation and Training
Some districts mandate attendance at an orientation session, which covers district policies,
classroom management techniques, and emergency procedures. Training programs help
substitutes understand expectations and prepare for diverse classroom environments.

Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute
Teacher
Substitute teachers play a vital role in maintaining continuity of instruction when regular
teachers are absent. Their responsibilities extend beyond delivering lesson plans to
managing classroom behavior and supporting student learning.

Classroom Management
Effective classroom management is essential to foster a productive learning environment.
Substitutes must enforce school rules consistently, handle disruptions professionally, and
maintain student engagement.

Instruction and Lesson Implementation
Substitute teachers follow lesson plans left by the regular teacher, adapting as necessary to
meet student needs. They may also be required to create instructional activities if no plans
are available.

Communication and Reporting
At the end of each assignment, substitutes are expected to provide feedback to the regular
teacher or school administration regarding student behavior, lesson completion, and any
issues encountered during the day.



Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching
Substitute teaching in Texas offers numerous advantages but also presents unique
challenges. Understanding these can help candidates make informed decisions about
pursuing this career path.

Benefits

Flexible work schedule suitable for those seeking part-time employment

Opportunity to gain classroom experience and improve teaching skills

Exposure to diverse educational settings and student populations

Potential pathway to full-time teaching positions

Competitive daily pay rates compared to other temporary jobs

Challenges

Irregular work assignments with no guaranteed hours

Need to quickly adapt to different classroom environments and grade levels

Handling classroom management without established relationships with students

Limited access to resources and support compared to full-time staff

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher in Texas
Success as a substitute teacher requires preparation, adaptability, and professionalism. The
following tips can help new substitutes thrive in Texas classrooms.

Prepare Ahead: Familiarize yourself with the district’s policies and review common1.
classroom procedures before your first assignment.

Arrive Early: Arriving before the school day starts allows time to meet the regular2.
teacher or staff and organize materials.

Establish Authority: Set clear expectations for behavior early to maintain control3.
and respect.



Engage Students: Use interactive activities and positive reinforcement to encourage4.
participation and cooperation.

Stay Flexible: Be ready to adjust lesson plans or handle unexpected situations5.
calmly and efficiently.

Communicate Effectively: Provide detailed reports to teachers and administrators6.
about the day’s events and any issues.

Continuously Learn: Seek feedback and pursue additional training opportunities to7.
enhance your substitute teaching skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a
substitute teacher in Texas?
To become a substitute teacher in Texas, you must have at least a high school diploma or
GED. However, many districts require a minimum of 60 college credit hours or a bachelor's
degree. Additionally, you must pass a background check and complete any district-specific
training.

Do I need a teaching certification to be a substitute
teacher in Texas?
No, a traditional teaching certification is not always required to be a substitute teacher in
Texas. Some school districts allow substitutes with 60 college credit hours or more to
substitute teach without a full teaching certificate.

How do I apply to become a substitute teacher in
Texas?
You can apply by contacting the school district where you want to work, submitting an
application online or in person, providing proof of education, and completing any required
background checks and training.

Is there a substitute teacher certification program in
Texas?
Texas does not have a specific substitute teacher certification program statewide.
Requirements vary by district, with most requiring background checks and sometimes
training programs or orientation sessions.



What kind of background check is required for
substitute teachers in Texas?
Substitute teachers in Texas must undergo a fingerprint-based criminal background check
through the Texas Department of Public Safety and the FBI to ensure student safety.

Can college students become substitute teachers in
Texas?
Yes, college students who have completed at least 60 semester credit hours can often
become substitute teachers, depending on the district's requirements.

Are there age requirements to become a substitute
teacher in Texas?
Generally, you must be at least 18 years old to substitute teach in Texas. Some districts
may require you to be 21.

How much do substitute teachers earn in Texas?
Substitute teacher pay in Texas varies by district but typically ranges from $70 to $120 per
day, with some districts offering higher pay for long-term assignments.

Can substitute teachers in Texas work in multiple
school districts?
Yes, substitute teachers can work in multiple school districts as long as they meet each
district's application and background check requirements.

What are the typical duties of a substitute teacher in
Texas?
Substitute teachers are responsible for following the lesson plans left by the regular
teacher, managing the classroom, maintaining student discipline, and ensuring a safe
learning environment.

Additional Resources
1. Becoming a Substitute Teacher in Texas: A Step-by-Step Guide
This comprehensive guide walks aspiring substitute teachers through the entire process of
becoming certified in Texas. It covers application requirements, background checks, and
tips for navigating the Texas Education Agency's regulations. Additionally, readers will find
practical advice on classroom management and lesson delivery to succeed in diverse
school environments.

2. Texas Substitute Teaching Essentials: Strategies for Success



Designed specifically for Texas substitutes, this book offers valuable strategies to handle
common challenges in the classroom. It focuses on effective communication, managing
different grade levels, and adapting to various school policies. The author also includes
real-life scenarios and solutions to prepare substitutes for unexpected situations.

3. The Substitute Teacher’s Handbook for Texas Schools
This handbook provides detailed information about the legal and ethical responsibilities of
substitute teachers in Texas. It highlights the importance of maintaining professionalism
and understanding state-specific educational standards. Readers will gain insights into
building rapport with students and staff while fostering a positive learning environment.

4. Classroom Management for Texas Substitute Teachers
Focused solely on classroom management, this book equips substitutes with techniques to
maintain order and promote student engagement. It addresses common behavioral issues
encountered in Texas classrooms and offers proactive strategies to handle disruptions. The
guide also emphasizes cultural sensitivity and inclusivity in diverse school settings.

5. Navigating Texas Substitute Teaching Certification
This resource breaks down the certification process required to become a substitute
teacher in Texas, including detailed explanations of the required exams and paperwork. It
provides timelines, checklists, and tips to streamline the application process. The book is
ideal for first-time substitutes seeking clarity on state-specific requirements.

6. Effective Lesson Planning for Texas Substitute Teachers
Lesson planning can be challenging for substitutes, and this book offers practical templates
and ideas tailored for Texas classrooms. It covers how to interpret teacher lesson plans and
create adaptable activities that keep students engaged. The author emphasizes flexibility
and creativity to meet diverse student needs.

7. Texas Substitute Teachers: Understanding State Education Policies
This title delves into the policies and regulations governing substitute teaching in Texas
public schools. It explains how substitutes fit into the broader educational system and the
expectations placed upon them by school districts. The book also reviews recent legislative
changes impacting substitute teachers.

8. Building Rapport and Authority as a Texas Substitute Teacher
Successful substitute teaching depends on quickly establishing respect and connection with
students. This book offers techniques tailored for Texas classrooms to help substitutes build
authority while fostering a positive classroom atmosphere. It includes communication tips
and strategies to engage students from various backgrounds.

9. The Texas Substitute Teacher’s Survival Guide
This practical guide is filled with tips and tricks for surviving and thriving as a substitute
teacher in Texas. It covers everything from managing daily logistics to handling difficult
students and unexpected classroom situations. The book is designed to boost confidence
and effectiveness for substitutes at any experience level.
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