
becoming a substitute teacher in missouri

becoming a substitute teacher in missouri offers a rewarding opportunity for individuals interested in

education and community engagement. This role provides flexibility, a chance to gain classroom

experience, and a way to support local schools by filling in for absent teachers. Understanding the

requirements, application process, and expectations is crucial for those considering this pathway.

Missouri has specific guidelines and certifications that vary by district, making it important to be well-

informed before pursuing this career option. This article will explore the qualifications needed, how to

apply, the responsibilities involved, and tips for success in the role. Additionally, it will cover key

aspects such as background checks, training, and the benefits of substitute teaching in Missouri public

schools. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview to help prospective substitutes

navigate the process confidently.
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Requirements for Substitute Teachers in Missouri

Understanding the requirements for becoming a substitute teacher in Missouri is essential before

starting the application process. The state mandates a combination of education credentials,



background checks, and sometimes additional certifications depending on the school district.

Generally, candidates must hold at least a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution or meet

alternative qualifications set by the district. Some districts may accept individuals with a high school

diploma or associate degree combined with relevant experience.

Educational Qualifications

Most Missouri school districts require substitute teachers to have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree,

although some allow substitutes with an associate degree or a high school diploma under specific

conditions. The degree does not necessarily have to be in education, but having coursework related to

teaching or child development can be advantageous. In districts with shortages, the requirements may

be more flexible to attract more substitutes.

Background Checks and Clearances

All prospective substitute teachers in Missouri must undergo a comprehensive background check to

ensure student safety. This process includes fingerprinting and a review of criminal history through the

Missouri State Highway Patrol and the FBI. The clearance must be renewed periodically, and any

criminal offenses could disqualify a candidate from being approved as a substitute.

Additional District-Specific Requirements

Some districts require substitutes to complete specific training or hold substitute teaching permits

issued by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). These permits

may require passing a basic skills exam or completing orientation sessions. It is important to check

with the local school district for any unique prerequisites.



Application Process and Certification

Becoming a substitute teacher in Missouri involves a formal application process that varies slightly

among school districts. The process typically includes submitting an application, providing educational

transcripts, completing background checks, and obtaining necessary certifications or permits.

Familiarity with the certification requirements set by DESE is critical to ensure compliance.

Submitting an Application

Applicants must submit a detailed application to the school district where they wish to substitute teach.

This usually includes providing proof of education, identification documents, and references. Many

districts have online application portals, while others may require paper submissions. Timeliness and

completeness of the application can affect the approval speed.

Obtaining a Substitute Teaching Permit

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education offers substitute teaching permits

that authorize individuals to work as substitutes statewide. These permits typically require applicants to

hold a bachelor’s degree or have completed at least 60 college credit hours. Some permits are valid

for one year and can be renewed annually. Districts may also issue their own permits or require

additional endorsements.

Orientation and Training Requirements

After the initial application and certification process, many districts mandate attendance at orientation

sessions. These trainings cover essential policies, classroom management techniques, and district-

specific procedures. Completing such training enhances a substitute's preparedness and increases

their chances of being called for assignments.



Roles and Responsibilities of a Substitute Teacher

Substitute teachers in Missouri play a critical role in maintaining continuity of instruction when regular

teachers are unavailable. Their responsibilities extend beyond simply overseeing students; they must

effectively manage classrooms, implement lesson plans, and foster a positive learning environment.

Understanding these duties helps substitutes succeed and gain valuable experience.

Classroom Management

Maintaining order and discipline is one of the primary responsibilities of substitute teachers. They must

be able to enforce classroom rules, handle disruptive behavior, and ensure student safety. Effective

classroom management skills contribute to a productive learning atmosphere and are often evaluated

by school administrators.

Instructional Duties

Substitute teachers are expected to follow lesson plans provided by the regular teacher, deliver

instruction, and facilitate learning activities. When lesson plans are not available, substitutes should be

prepared with backup activities or educational games to engage students. Adapting to different grade

levels and subjects is a typical expectation.

Communication and Reporting

Clear communication with school staff and students is vital. Substitutes must report any incidents or

concerns to the school administration and provide feedback on the day’s activities to the regular

teacher. This ensures continuity and helps educators address any issues promptly.



Training and Professional Development

While formal training requirements vary by district, ongoing professional development is beneficial for

substitute teachers seeking to improve their skills and increase their employment opportunities.

Missouri offers various workshops and resources to support substitute educators in enhancing their

instructional techniques and classroom management.

District-Sponsored Training Programs

Many Missouri school districts provide training sessions that cover topics such as effective teaching

strategies, student engagement, and legal responsibilities. Participation in these programs often

improves a substitute teacher’s reputation and may lead to priority placement for assignments.

Statewide Resources and Workshops

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and other educational organizations

offer workshops and online courses tailored to substitute teachers. These resources cover best

practices, updates on education laws, and methods for working with diverse student populations.

Continuing Education Opportunities

Substitute teachers aiming to transition into full-time teaching positions may pursue additional

certifications or degrees. Many colleges and universities in Missouri provide flexible programs to

accommodate working substitutes seeking to enhance their credentials and career prospects.

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching in Missouri

Becoming a substitute teacher in Missouri offers several advantages, including flexible scheduling,

gaining valuable educational experience, and contributing positively to the community. However, the



role also comes with challenges that aspiring substitutes should consider before committing to this

career path.

Benefits of Substitute Teaching

Flexible Work Hours: Substitutes can often choose assignments that fit their schedules.

Classroom Experience: Valuable for those pursuing a teaching career or gaining educational

exposure.

Community Impact: Supporting local schools and students during teacher absences.

Professional Networking: Opportunities to connect with educators and administrators.

Income Supplement: Provides additional earnings for those with other jobs or commitments.

Challenges in Substitute Teaching

Unpredictable Assignments: Work availability can vary day-to-day or week-to-week.

Classroom Management Difficulties: Managing unfamiliar students and environments.

Limited Benefits: Many substitute positions are part-time and may not offer health insurance or

retirement plans.

Adjusting to Diverse Settings: Different schools and grade levels require adaptability.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a substitute teacher in

Missouri?

To become a substitute teacher in Missouri, you must have at least a high school diploma or GED.

Some districts may require some college credits or a bachelor's degree. You also need to pass a

background check and complete any district-specific training.

Do I need a teaching certificate to work as a substitute teacher in

Missouri?

No, a full teaching certificate is not typically required to work as a substitute teacher in Missouri.

However, having a substitute teaching certificate or some form of authorization may be required by

certain school districts.

How do I apply to become a substitute teacher in Missouri?

You can apply by contacting the school district where you want to work. Most districts have an online

application process on their websites. You will need to submit proof of your education, pass a

background check, and sometimes complete orientation or training sessions.

Are there any training or orientation requirements for substitute

teachers in Missouri?

Yes, many Missouri school districts require substitute teachers to complete orientation or training

sessions that cover classroom management, district policies, and procedures before starting work. The

specifics vary by district.



What is the typical pay rate for substitute teachers in Missouri?

Substitute teacher pay in Missouri varies by district but generally ranges from $70 to $120 per day for

short-term assignments. Long-term substitute positions may offer higher daily rates or prorated salaries

based on regular teacher pay.

Additional Resources

1. Missouri Substitute Teaching: A Practical Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the roles and responsibilities of substitute teachers in Missouri. It

covers essential topics such as classroom management, lesson plan execution, and state-specific

policies. Ideal for new substitutes, it provides tips on how to succeed and make a positive impact in

diverse classroom settings.

2. Classroom Management Strategies for Missouri Substitutes

Focused on effective classroom management, this guide helps substitute teachers maintain control and

foster a productive learning environment. It includes real-life scenarios encountered in Missouri schools

and offers strategies tailored to different grade levels. The book also discusses communication

techniques with regular teachers and students.

3. Navigating Missouri's Substitute Teacher Certification Process

This resource outlines the steps necessary to become a certified substitute teacher in Missouri. It

details the application procedures, required background checks, and necessary training programs.

Additionally, it provides advice on preparing for interviews and understanding district-specific

requirements.

4. The Substitute Teacher’s Handbook for Missouri Schools

Designed as a comprehensive manual, this handbook covers daily routines, lesson plan adaptation,

and emergency procedures. It includes insights into Missouri’s educational standards and expectations

for substitute teachers. Readers will find helpful checklists and sample lesson plans to assist in daily

teaching assignments.



5. Engaging Students as a Substitute Teacher in Missouri

This book emphasizes building rapport quickly with students to maximize learning during short-term

assignments. It offers creative activities and engagement techniques suitable for Missouri classrooms.

The author shares tips on adapting to various subjects and student age groups to ensure a smooth

teaching experience.

6. Legal and Ethical Guidelines for Missouri Substitute Teachers

A vital resource for understanding the legal responsibilities and ethical considerations of substitute

teaching in Missouri. The book covers topics such as student privacy, disciplinary actions, and

professional conduct. It aims to help substitutes navigate complex situations while adhering to state

and district policies.

7. Substitute Teaching Success Stories from Missouri Educators

Featuring interviews and anecdotes from experienced Missouri substitute teachers, this book provides

inspiration and practical advice. Readers gain insight into overcoming common challenges and making

the most of substitute teaching opportunities. The stories highlight diverse school environments across

the state.

8. Preparing Effective Lesson Plans for Missouri Substitute Teachers

This guide focuses on creating adaptable and clear lesson plans that meet Missouri curriculum

standards. It provides templates and examples to help substitutes deliver impactful lessons even with

limited preparation time. The book also discusses how to collaborate with regular teachers to ensure

continuity.

9. Time Management Tips for Missouri Substitute Teachers

Effective time management is crucial for substitute teachers who often juggle unpredictable schedules.

This book offers strategies to organize daily tasks, manage classroom transitions, and balance multiple

assignments. It includes advice specific to Missouri school calendars and substitute teaching demands.
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