becoming a history teacher

becoming a history teacher is a rewarding career choice for those passionate
about history and education. It involves imparting knowledge about past
events, cultures, and significant figures to students in middle schools, high
schools, or even at the college level. This profession requires a combination
of strong subject expertise, effective communication skills, and a deep
commitment to fostering critical thinking and analytical abilities in
learners. Aspiring history teachers must understand the necessary educational
pathways, certification requirements, and classroom strategies to succeed.
Additionally, staying current with teaching methodologies and historical
research enhances the quality of instruction. This article explores the
essential steps, qualifications, skills, and career outlook associated with
becoming a history teacher, providing a comprehensive guide for prospective
educators.
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Educational Requirements for Becoming a History
Teacher

To pursue a career in history education, obtaining the appropriate academic
qualifications is crucial. Most schools require history teachers to hold at
least a bachelor’s degree in history or a related field such as social
studies or education with a history concentration. Coursework typically
covers American history, world history, government, economics, and teaching
methods specific to social studies.

Bachelor’s Degree

A bachelor's degree is the foundational requirement for becoming a history
teacher. This degree should ideally focus on history or social studies
education. Students learn about historical periods, research methods, and



pedagogical theory, preparing them to deliver engaging and informative
lessons.

Master’s Degree (Optional but Beneficial)

While not always mandatory, a master’s degree in history or education can
enhance job prospects and lead to higher salaries. Graduate programs often
offer specialized courses in curriculum development, educational psychology,
and advanced historical topics, equipping teachers with deeper expertise.

Teacher Preparation Programs

In addition to subject knowledge, prospective history teachers must complete
a teacher preparation program. These programs include supervised student
teaching experiences, training in classroom management, and instruction on
educational standards and assessment techniques.

Certification and Licensing

Certification is a legal requirement for teaching history in public schools.
Each state in the U.S. has specific licensure requirements that typically
include passing standardized exams and completing background checks.

State Licensure Exams

Most states require candidates to pass exams such as the Praxis Series or
state-specific tests that assess both content knowledge in history and
pedagogy. These exams ensure that teachers are qualified to deliver effective
instruction.

Alternative Certification Routes

For individuals who hold degrees in fields other than education, alternative
certification programs offer pathways to become licensed history teachers.
These programs often involve accelerated coursework and in-classroom training
while teaching under supervision.

Essential Skills and Qualities of a Successful
History Teacher

Beyond formal education, effective history teachers possess a range of skills
and personal qualities that contribute to their success in the classroom.



Strong Communication Skills

History teachers must convey complex historical information clearly and
engagingly. The ability to adapt explanations to different learning styles is
essential for student comprehension and interest.

Critical Thinking and Analytical Abilities

Teaching history involves encouraging students to analyze sources, compare
perspectives, and evaluate historical arguments. A successful teacher models
these skills and fosters a critical approach to understanding the past.

Organizational and Classroom Management Skills

Effective lesson planning, time management, and maintaining a positive
learning environment are vital. Managing diverse classrooms and addressing
student needs requires patience and adaptability.

Passion for History and Education

A genuine enthusiasm for history inspires students and creates a dynamic
learning atmosphere. Passionate teachers often go beyond textbooks to include
primary sources, multimedia, and interactive activities.

e Clear and engaging communication
e Critical thinking facilitation

e Strong organizational abilities
e Patience and adaptability

e Commitment to student success

Career Paths and Opportunities in History
Education

Becoming a history teacher opens various career opportunities in public and
private educational settings, as well as beyond traditional classrooms.



Public and Private Schools

Most history teachers find employment in middle and high schools, teaching
social studies or history courses. Private schools may have different
certification requirements but often seek experienced educators.

Higher Education

With advanced degrees, history teachers can transition into college or
university teaching roles. These positions often emphasize research and
publication in addition to instruction.

Educational Content Development and Museum Education

Some history teachers apply their expertise to curriculum design, educational
publishing, or museum education programs, creating learning materials and
exhibits that engage broader audiences.

Challenges and Rewards of Teaching History

The profession of history teaching presents unique challenges alongside
significant rewards. Understanding these factors is important for those
considering this career path.

Challenges

Teachers may face difficulties such as limited resources, standardized
testing pressures, and addressing diverse student backgrounds and abilities.
Keeping students engaged with historical content can also be challenging in
an increasingly digital and fast-paced world.

Rewards

Many history teachers find fulfillment in inspiring students to understand
the past and its impact on the present. Witnessing students develop critical
thinking skills and a deeper appreciation for history is highly rewarding.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development

Ongoing learning is essential for history teachers to remain effective and
up-to-date with educational trends and historical scholarship.



Workshops and Seminars

Participating in professional development workshops allows teachers to learn
new instructional strategies, integrate technology, and stay informed about
curriculum changes.

Advanced Degrees and Certifications

Many educators pursue further certification or graduate degrees to specialize
in areas such as educational leadership, curriculum design, or specific
historical fields.

Professional Organizations

Joining organizations like the National Council for the Social Studies
provides access to resources, networking opportunities, and conferences that
support career growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What qualifications are required to become a history
teacher?

To become a history teacher, you typically need a bachelor's degree in
history or education with a focus on history, followed by obtaining a
teaching certification or license specific to your region or country.

What skills are important for a successful history
teacher?

Important skills for a history teacher include strong communication and
storytelling abilities, critical thinking, organization, patience, and the
ability to engage and inspire students with historical content.

How can I make history lessons more engaging for
students?

To make history lessons more engaging, use a variety of teaching methods such
as interactive activities, multimedia presentations, primary source analysis,
storytelling, and relating historical events to current issues or students’
lives.



What are the career prospects and advancement
opportunities for history teachers?

Career prospects include teaching at different educational levels (middle
school, high school, college), becoming a department head, curriculum
developer, educational consultant, or pursuing advanced degrees to teach at
the university level.

How important is technology in modern history
teaching?

Technology is very important in modern history teaching as it allows access
to digital archives, interactive maps, multimedia resources, and virtual
field trips, enhancing student engagement and providing diverse ways to
explore historical content.

Additional Resources

1. Teaching History: A Guide for Teachers

This book offers practical strategies and pedagogical approaches for teaching
history at various educational levels. It emphasizes the importance of
critical thinking and engaging students with primary sources. Readers will
find lesson plans, discussion techniques, and assessment ideas tailored for
history educators.

2. What Works in Teaching History

A comprehensive overview of effective methods for history instruction, this
book combines research findings with classroom experiences. It addresses
challenges like student motivation and the integration of technology.
Teachers learn how to create a dynamic and inclusive history curriculum.

3. The History Teacher’s Toolbox

Designed for both novice and experienced teachers, this resource provides
tools and activities to bring history lessons to life. It includes creative
ways to use storytelling, multimedia, and project-based learning. The book
encourages fostering historical empathy and inquiry among students.

4. Engaging Students in History: Inquiry-Based Learning in the Classroom
Focusing on inquiry-based learning, this book guides teachers in developing
lessons that promote investigation and critical analysis. It highlights how
to encourage students to ask questions and explore historical events deeply.
The author provides sample activities and assessment rubrics.

5. Developing Historical Thinking Skills

This title concentrates on cultivating students’ ability to analyze evidence,
understand context, and interpret multiple perspectives. It offers strategies
for teaching these skills through document analysis and debate. Teachers are
equipped to help students think like historians.



6. History Education in the Digital Age

Exploring the intersection of technology and history teaching, this book
discusses digital tools and resources that enhance learning. It covers online
archives, virtual field trips, and interactive platforms. The book also
addresses challenges such as digital literacy and information evaluation.

7. Culturally Responsive Teaching in History

This book emphasizes the importance of inclusivity and cultural awareness in
history education. It provides frameworks for integrating diverse
perspectives and voices into the curriculum. Teachers learn to create an
equitable classroom environment that respects students’ backgrounds.

8. Assessment Strategies for History Teachers

Focusing on effective evaluation techniques, this book helps teachers design
assessments that measure understanding, critical thinking, and historical
skills. It discusses formative and summative assessments, rubrics, and
feedback methods. The goal is to improve student learning outcomes in
history.

9. The Reflective History Teacher

Encouraging continuous professional growth, this book guides teachers in
self-reflection and adapting their teaching practices. It includes prompts,
case studies, and strategies for addressing challenges in the classroom.
Teachers learn to refine their approach to foster student engagement and
achievement.
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becoming a history teacher: Becoming a History Teacher Amy Jeanette Von Heyking, Ruth
Wells Sandwell, 2014 Becoming a History Teacher is a collection of thoughtful essays by history
teachers, historians, and teacher educators on how to prepare student teachers to think historically
and to teach historical thinking.
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use it, and so, I'm sure, will the rest of the history department ... Make sure they buy one, and keep
your copy under lock and key.' - Michael Duffy, Times Educational Supplement 'A very well written
and readable book. Overall, this is an excellent book and one which students and teachers outwith
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England would find a valuable addition to their library.' - Scottish Association of Teachers of
History, Resources Review ‘This book is without question the standard text for the history PGCE
market.” - Dr lan Davies, University of York, on the first edition. Learning to Teach History in the
Secondary School provides an accessible introduction to teaching and learning history at secondary
level. Underpinned by a theoretical perspective and backed up by the latest research, it encourages
student teachers to develop a personal approach to teaching history. This fourth edition has been
thoroughly updated for the new curriculum, with a brand new chapter on subject knowledge and a
new section on action research to better support those reflecting on and developing their own
practice. It provides an array of references and materials that give a sound theoretical foundation
for the teaching of history, including weblinks to further resources, while a range of tasks will
enable students to put their learning into practice in the classroom. Practical advice is combined
with reference and access to a wide range of recent and relevant research in the field of history
education, to support Masters Level research and aid reflective practice. Key issues covered include:
The benefits of learning history Planning The use of language and strategies for teaching Inclusion
Technology in history teaching Assessment Continuing professional development Offering
comprehensive and accessible support to becoming a history teacher, this book remains an
invaluable resource for all training and newly qualified history teachers.

becoming a history teacher: Teach Now! History Mike Gershon, 2014-05-09 Being taught by
a great teacher is one of the great privileges of life. Teach Now! is an exciting new series that opens
up the secrets of great teachers and, step-by-step, helps trainees to build the skills and confidence
they need to become first-rate classroom practitioners. Written by a highly-skilled practitioner, this
practical, classroom-focused guide contains all the support you need to become a great history
teacher who inspires and motivates students to critically and creatively explore the past. Combining
a grounded, modern rationale for learning and teaching with highly practical training approaches
rooted in the realities of the classroom, the book guides you through all the different aspects of
history teaching offering clear, straightforward advice on classroom practice, lesson planning and
working in schools. Teaching and learning, planning, assessment and behaviour management are all
covered in detail, with a host of carefully chosen examples used to demonstrate good practice and
show how to facilitate outstanding historical enquiry. There are also chapters on dealing with
pressure, excelling in observations, finding the right job and succeeding at interview. Throughout
the book, there is a great selection of ready-to-use activities, strategies and techniques which will
help put you on the fast track to success in the classroom; and ensure your students are doing the
very best learning possible. Covering everything you need to know, this book is your essential guide
as you start your exciting and rewarding career as an outstanding history teacher.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a teacher education researcher Diane Mayer, Ian
Menter, 2025-02-28 You can successfully develop your higher education research profile while
balancing the demands of training teachers and administration. While teacher education is key to
preparing qualified teachers who can educate pupils for the demands of the twenty-first century,
many university-based teacher educators experience conflicting demands in their professional
practice. Their lives are often so dominated by teaching and associated work that their aspirations to
develop a research profile are hampered. This text explores the critical issues faced by those
working in teacher education and how they have negotiated the expectations and requirements of
the Academy to establish themselves as leading international teacher education researchers.
Through a series of autobiographical cases, this book demonstrates a range of trajectories in
different contexts which have facilitated the development of teacher educators' successful research
profiles. Understandings and realities of the policy context, the professional context, the research
context (including funding, metrics, type of research valued), the institutional context and various
personal positionings are examined in order to illuminate stories of research success and
demonstrate their relevance to all teacher educators.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming an Outstanding History Teacher Sally T. Taylor,
2018-08-06 Becoming an Outstanding History Teacher will take the practitioner through the process



of improving their practice from start to finish. It offers a wide range of approaches and techniques
for teaching and learning that will help to keep students stimulated and engaged when studying
history. With history regularly topping public polls of important school subjects and among the most
popular subjects to be studied at GCSE, this book considers the components which make an
outstanding history teacher and how best to ensure students are motivated and maximise their
potential. Focusing on all aspects of teaching history, it provides a step-by-step discussion of the
development of lessons and covers a wealth of topics, including: long-, medium-, and short-term
planning the classroom environment managing all student abilities dealing with interpretations and
sources arranging history fieldwork formative and summative assessment setting meaningful and
effective homework. Packed full of tried-and-tested strategies and activities that are easy to
implement, this is essential reading for both newly qualified and experienced history teachers who
want to ensure outstanding teaching and learning in their classrooms.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a Secondary School Teacher Peter Fleming,
2012-12-12 Aimed at supporting those undertaking initial teacher training and the statutory
Induction period that follows, Becoming a Secondary School Teacher explores the skills, roles and
knowledge needed to become a successful teacher in today’s secondary schools. Providing detailed
guidance on key areas of professional practice, the book helps the reader to link key theories and
principles to the reality they will find in the classroom. This edition has been fully updated to reflect
the latest legislation and Teachers’ Standards as well as changes in practice and expectations
regarding learning, assessment and inclusion. Highly accessible and full of practical advice it
includes: ¢ guidance on key skills for classroom success including lesson planning, classroom
management and assessment; ¢ practical tips on handling areas of real concern such as discipline,
workload, job interviews and relationships with colleagues; ¢ advice on teaching beyond your
specialist subject and teaching in challenging circumstances; * reference throughout to the Core
Standards that have to be met during training, what these mean in practice and how they might be
evidenced. With a strong reflective focus through case studies, action points and reflection points,
this book is core reading for all students wanting to get the most out of their initial teacher training
programme.

becoming a history teacher: The Essential Career Guide to Becoming a Middle and High
School Teacher Robert W. Maloy, Irving Seidman, 1999-09-30 Throughout the country, a growing
number of college students, recent college graduates, and mid-career adults are thinking about
becoming teachers. Teaching in middle and high schools combines a lifelong pursuit of learning, a
long-held dream of joining a field that they respect, a chance to work with young people, and an
opportunity to make a difference in society. The Essential Career Guide to Becoming a Middle and
High School Teacher offers a step-by-step guide to preparation, certification, and employment as a
teacher. It provides guidance about issues and choices facing prospective educators, including
making the decision to teach, assessing the differences between middle schools and high schools,
identifying an excellent teacher education program, understanding alternative pathways to
certification, taking state-mandated teacher tests, succeeding as a student teacher, and finding a
first job in the profession. A complete state-by-state listing of programs, including current U.S. News
& World Report Top Fifty rankings and certification requirements rounds out this valuable guide.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a Legendary Teacher William Freeman, David
Scheidecker, 2009-02-06 Freeman and Scheidecker are truly legendary teachers! I have used this
book in my university teaching and shared it with numerous colleagues, teacher friends, and
family.--Ruth Reynolds, Teacher, Bradley Elementary School District, IL Adjunct Professor, Olivet
Nazarene University This is a book that I hope the teachers of my own children will read. The
authors’ documented experience and success will ignite a passion for teaching within you.--Susan M.
Chasteen, Art InstructorReed-Custer School District 209U, IL Learn how extraordinary teachers
inspire students and influence lives! All teachers aspire to become that outstanding educator who
inspires students and exerts an enduring, positive influence on their lives. This book examines what
makes certain teachers so important to the futures of their students and shows you how to become




one of these legendary teachers. The authors demonstrate how educators can learn to recognize
their own talents and skills, cultivate successful traits in their teaching, and translate those qualities
into leadership in their schools. Presenting key characteristics of outstanding instructors, this
inspiring resource includes techniques that all teachers can use to: Convey high expectations for
students Create a well-organized and positive classroom environment Motivate students to excel in
an era of high-stakes testing Communicate successfully with students, families, and colleagues Stay
passionate and motivated Becoming a Legendary Teacher helps educators develop and refine their
teaching skills to ensure that students want to learn and succeed.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a Holocaust Educator Jennifer Lemberg, Alexander
Pope, 2021 Experienced educators share how they conceive of Holocaust education as based in
writing and inquiry This book offers reflections on how professional development helps guide
teacher growth and success, and examinations of the ways professional organizations and networks
can support teachers trying to teach challenging content--

becoming a history teacher: Becoming Teachers Peter Cunningham, Philip Gardner, 2004
Fills an inexplicable gap in the published history of schooling in the twentieth century, featuring the
voice of the teacher telling his or her own story set alongside more conventional commentary.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a Teacher: Knowledge, Skills and Issues Maggie
Clarke, Sharon Pittaway, 2014-04-23 Marsh’s Becoming a Teacher, 6e continues to offer pre-service
teachers a practical and user-friendly guide to learning to teach that students find invaluable
throughout their entire degree. Marsh covers a comprehensive introduction to teaching
methodology, preparing pre-service teachers for the challenges they face in a 21st-century
classroom. All chapters in this new edition have been updated with new approaches and current
references by the two new authors Maggie Clarke and Sharon Pittaway. The approach in this 6th
edition is more reflective and gives readers an even greater opportunity to interact with issues
raised in the text.

becoming a history teacher: The First Years Matter: Becoming an Effective Teacher
Carol Pelletier Radford, 2016-06-23 Use this updated resource to prepare for your journey into
teaching Teaching is an ongoing learning process. Where do you begin? This newly revised and
updated 2nd edition of The First Years Matter sheds light on what your first years are all about. Key
actions steps and a flexible twelve-month curriculum - including July for reflection and planning -
keeps you proactively prepared for the classroom. Use this book to collaborate more effectively with
your mentor who may be using the companion text Mentoring in Action. The First Years Matter
includes a planning section, affirmations, and activities to help you master classroom management,
instruction, assessment, goal setting, and more. Whether you’re a first year teacher or entering your
second or third year, you'll learn to mindfully Align mentoring to your state or district evaluation
standards Integrate student voice to build a community of learners Prepare for teacher observations
and standardized testing Apply mentoring lessons to differentiate instruction Develop leadership
opportunities Gather evidence to document your progress This updated version includes convenient
QR codes and a robust companion website featuring videos, downloadable forms, and a journal for
reflection. Start your teaching journey off right. Use this empowering book to become a competent
and confident teacher! I love the idea of having mentors and mentees work alongside each other
with Mentoring in Action and The First Years Matter, sharing their thoughts about challenges and
successes each month and opening up a reflective dialogue. Karen Mayotte, Grade 2 Classroom
Teacher/ Co-coordinator Mentor Program Nashoba Regional School District

becoming a history teacher: Becoming a Win-Win Teacher Jane Bluestein, 2015-03-10
Becoming a successful teacher in today's fast-changing world can be a daunting challenge. Jane
Bluestein addresses the issues new teachers face and provides practical ideas and honest cautions in
a wide range of helpful topics, including what keeps so many schools rooted in win-lose philosophies
and practices, personal assets that will increase the odds of your survival and success, and specific
strategies for winning in a win-lose system. These valuable insights and strategies, backed by years
of experience and research, help you: - Establish your professional identity - Understand the culture,



environment, and politics of today's schools - Build your own support team with mentors,
administrators, and colleagues - Connect with students and create win-win classrooms - Take care of
yourself and grow in your career With activity sheets full of handy charts, self-assessment surveys,
and planning pages, Becoming a Win-Win Teacher helps you become a welcome, established, and
effective member of a school community—without sacrificing your personality, intentions, or ideals.

becoming a history teacher: Becoming an Outstanding Primary School Teacher Russell Grigg,
2022-06-23 This fully updated third edition of Becoming an Outstanding Primary School Teacher
includes new material on blended learning, pedagogical leadership and teaching entrepreneurial
skills. It offers comprehensive coverage of all the key topics that engage primary teachers, including
planning, meeting curriculum demands, promoting positive behaviour, assessment, engaging with
parents, research, and professional development. Throughout, Russell Grigg draws on theory,
research, and case studies of classroom practice to discuss what it takes to become an outstanding
primary teacher, making this essential reading for raising pupils’ standards of achievement through
high quality teaching. How do primary teachers who excel in their work approach topics such as
planning and assessment? What strategies do they use to inspire pupils when teaching English,
Mathematics, Science, and other subjects? How do they keep on top of everything in managing
workload and still get the best from pupils? These are the kinds of questions that this revised third
edition addresses. It includes: * more than sixty ground-breaking infographics to convey key points
in a highly accessible way ¢ discussion of recent curriculum changes in the UK and the implications
for high quality teaching ¢ tried-and-tested classroom strategies, points for reflection and further
research to bridge theory and practice ¢ key concepts and international views on topics such as
creativity, teachers’ well-being, and assessment ¢ reflections on the lessons from the recent
pandemic such as the need for a robust digital pedagogy ¢ extensive references for further research.
Becoming an Outstanding Primary School Teacher has been updated to reflect significant changes in
the context within which primary teachers operate both in the educational system and broader
society. Providing a complete guide to the notion and practices of outstanding teaching, this a vital
reference for trainee teachers, NQTs, and more experienced practitioners who aspire to excellence
in their teaching.

becoming a history teacher: The Forum of Education , 1929

becoming a history teacher: History's Babel Robert B. Townsend, 2024-05-31 From the late
nineteenth century until World War II, competing spheres of professional identity and practice
redrew the field of history, establishing fundamental differences between the roles of university
historians, archivists, staff at historical societies, history teachers, and others. In History's Babel,
Robert B. Townsend takes us from the beginning of this professional shift—when the work of history
included not just original research, but also teaching and the gathering of historical materials—to a
state of microprofessionalization that continues to define the field today. Drawing on extensive
research among the records of the American Historical Association and a multitude of other sources,
Townsend traces the slow fragmentation of the field from 1880 to the divisions of the 1940s manifest
today in the diverse professions of academia, teaching, and public history. By revealing how the
founders of the contemporary historical enterprise envisioned the future of the discipline, he offers
insight into our own historical moment and the way the discipline has adapted and changed over
time. Townsend's work will be of interest not only to historians but to all who care about how the
professions of history emerged, how they might go forward, and the public role they still can play.

becoming a history teacher: Preparing to Teach Social Studies for Social Justice (Becoming a
Renegade) Ruchi Agarwal-Rangnath, Alison G. Dover, Nick Henning, 2016 This practical book shows
how veteran, justice-oriented social studies teachers are responding to the Common Core State
Standards, focusing on how they build curriculum, support students’ literacy skills, and prepare
students to think and act critically within and beyond the classroom. In order to provide direct
classroom-to-classroom insights, the authors draw on letters written by veteran teachers addressed
to new teachers entering the field. The first section of the book introduces the three approaches
teachers can take for teaching for social justice within the constraints of the Common Core State




Standards (embracing, reframing, or resisting the standards). The second section analyzes specific
approaches to teaching the Common Core, using teacher narratives to illustrate key processes. The
final section demonstrates how teachers develop, support, and sustain their identities as
justice-oriented educators in standards-driven classrooms. Each chapter includes exemplary lesson
plans drawn from diverse grades and classrooms, and offers concrete recommendations to guide
practice. Book Features: Offers advice from experienced educators who have learned to successfully
navigate the constraints of high-stakes testing and standards-based mandates.Shares and analyzes
curricular and pedagogical approaches to teaching the Common Core, including lesson plans
teachers can use in their own classrooms. Examines a range of philosophical and political stances
that teachers might take as they navigate the unique demands of teaching for social justice in their
own context. “This inspiring book invites us into conversations that cannot help but to make our
teaching more collective, impactful, and profound.” —Kevin Kumashiro, University of San Francisco
“This is a must-read book for practicing and aspiring educators interested in learning how to teach
justice-oriented, critical social studies.” —Brian D. Schultz, Northeastern Illinois University “At a
time of increasing pressure on teachers, this book provides practical approaches from teachers, for
teachers to teach within the confines of the Common Core without compromising rigor, integrity, or
social justice.” —Tyrone C. Howard, director, UCLA Black Male Institute, UCLA

becoming a history teacher: Becoming One With the World Kathleen Kesson, 2024-08-01
Becoming One With the World: A Guide to Neohumanist Education responds to an urgent need to
reconceptualize the fundamentals of education in light of the many social, ecological, and political
challenges facing humanity today. It answers the call for a new educational paradigm, one based on
a far richer, more insightful understanding of human possibility, one that decenters human
“exceptionalism” in favor of a new ecological consciousness, one that promotes harmony and
cooperation between humans and non-human others, and one that cultivates wisdom. Neohumanist
education strives for a harmonious balance between spiritual development and critical engagement
with the world, in the belief that an awakened conscience translates into transcending differences
and creating a sense of unity with all beings. The book is designed to enhance the spiritual and
pedagogical knowledge and skill of teachers, parents, and school leaders who are seeking more
holistic approaches to educating young people. Both richly theoretical and eminently practical, the
book applies the primary commitments of Neohumanist education—cultivating love and kinship with
humans and non-human others, freeing the mind from dogma and limitations, fostering a balanced
approach between inquiry into the outer, objective world(s) and the inner, subjective world(s), and
awakening the desire for social and environmental justice—to the full spectrum of traditional subject
matter. It draws upon a wide range of new research and scholarship to illustrate an educational
model capable of maximizing human potential and inspiring young people to create a future that is
just, joyful, and sustainable. ENDORSEMENTS: What a wonderful book! Packed into its pages are
decades of experience as a meditator, yogi, parent, educator, and Neohumanist. This latter is the
crux of this text, designed to lay out in clear accessible language the fundamentals of this rich and
inspiring philosophy and to touch on ways it can find its way into the daily flow of the classroom and
school. A philosophy worth its salt is one that actually makes a difference in the day to day lives of
people. In Kathleen Kesson and her comprehensive book, we find just this: practical, pragmatic
insights into a philosophy both new and ancient! It is a gift to educators and anyone committed to
wholesome futures for children, society and of course, the planet. — Marcus Bussey, University of
the Sunshine Coast, Australia Becoming One With the World is an extraordinary book. While its
primary aims are explaining the philosophy of Neohumanism and detailing a Neohumanistic
approach to education, it is simultaneously a comprehensive summary and synthesis of scholarly
literature in the field of holistic education. Unifying knowledge and methods from many curricula
areas, including spirituality, ecology, aesthetics, literacy, cultural diversity and ethics, it offers a
clear orientation to a way of educating young people that seems key to human surviving and
thriving. — Aostre Johnson, Saint Michael’s College in Vermont

becoming a history teacher: Palgrave Handbook of Research in Historical Culture and



Education Mario Carretero, Stefan Berger, Maria Grever, 2017-03-07 This volume comprises a broad
interdisciplinary examination of the many different approaches by which contemporary scholars
record our history. The editors provide a comprehensive overview through thirty-eight chapters
divided into four parts: a) Historical Culture and Public Uses of History; b) The Appeal of the Nation
in History Education of Postcolonial Societies; ¢) Reflections on History Learning and Teaching; d)
Educational Resources: Curricula, Textbooks and New Media. This unique text integrates
contributions of researchers from history, education, collective memory, museum studies, heritage,
social and cognitive psychology, and other social sciences, stimulating an interdisciplinary dialogue.
Contributors come from various countries of Northern and Southern America, Europe and Asia,
providing an international perspective that does justice to the complexity of this field of study. The
Palgrave Handbook of Research in Historical Culture and Education provides state-of-the-art
research, focussing on how citizens and societies make sense of the past through different ways of
representing it.
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