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become substitute teacher illinois is an excellent opportunity for individuals seeking flexible

employment in the education sector. Substituting allows one to gain valuable classroom experience

while contributing to the academic success of students across diverse grade levels and subjects. This

guide explores the essential requirements, application process, and benefits of becoming a substitute

teacher in Illinois. Whether you have prior teaching credentials or are new to the field, understanding

the state-specific regulations and expectations is crucial. Additionally, this article discusses tips for

success and how to navigate the certification process efficiently. By the end, readers will have a

comprehensive understanding of how to pursue a rewarding substitute teaching career in Illinois.
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Understanding Substitute Teaching in Illinois

Substitute teaching in Illinois plays a vital role in maintaining continuity in the classroom when regular

teachers are unavailable. Substitute teachers fill in temporarily for absent instructors, ensuring that



students continue learning without interruption. The Illinois education system relies heavily on qualified

substitutes to support schools in various districts. These professionals may work in public, private, or

charter schools, covering multiple grade levels and subjects based on need. Understanding the role’s

scope helps prospective substitutes assess their fit for the position and prepare accordingly.

Definition and Role

A substitute teacher temporarily takes over the instructional duties of the regular teacher. This can

range from a single day to several weeks, depending on the absence. The primary responsibility is to

follow lesson plans provided by the regular teacher, manage classroom behavior, and facilitate a

productive learning environment. Substitutes may be called upon to teach core subjects such as math,

science, English, or social studies, as well as specialized courses.

Demand for Substitute Teachers

Illinois schools often experience teacher shortages, illness-related absences, and professional

development days, which increase the demand for substitute teachers. This demand is particularly high

in urban districts and during flu season. Substitute teaching offers a flexible schedule, making it

attractive to retirees, college students, and career changers.

Requirements to Become a Substitute Teacher

To become substitute teacher Illinois candidates must meet specific educational and legal

requirements mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). These requirements ensure

that substitutes are prepared to deliver quality instruction and maintain a safe learning environment.

Educational Qualifications

The minimum educational requirement is generally a high school diploma or equivalent. However,

many districts require at least some college coursework or a bachelor’s degree. Having a teaching

license or certification can enhance a candidate’s eligibility and opportunities.



Background Checks and Clearances

All prospective substitute teachers must undergo comprehensive background checks, including

fingerprinting and criminal history clearance. This process protects students and complies with Illinois’

mandatory reporting laws. Additionally, candidates must provide proof of legal authorization to work in

the United States.

Additional Requirements

Some districts may require completion of a substitute teacher training program or orientation. Health-

related requirements, such as tuberculosis testing, might also apply. Candidates should verify specific

district policies to ensure compliance.

Steps to Apply for a Substitute Teaching Position

Becoming a substitute teacher in Illinois involves several procedural steps, from completing

applications to obtaining necessary certifications. Understanding these steps streamlines the hiring

process and improves chances of securing substitute teaching assignments.

Research Local School Districts

Begin by identifying school districts where you wish to work. Each district may have unique application

procedures and qualification standards. Contacting district human resources departments or visiting

their websites can provide detailed instructions.

Prepare Required Documentation

Applicants should gather essential documents, including transcripts, proof of identity, background

check results, and any teaching licenses. Having these materials ready expedites the application

process.



Submit Applications and Attend Interviews

Complete and submit applications as required by each district. Some districts conduct interviews or

orientation sessions to assess suitability and introduce candidates to district policies and expectations.

Complete Training and Certification

Upon acceptance, candidates may need to complete training modules or obtain a substitute teaching

license before beginning assignments.

Certification and Licensing Details

Certification requirements for substitute teachers in Illinois vary based on educational background and

district policies. The Illinois State Board of Education issues specific permits and licenses that

authorize substitute teaching.

Substitute Teaching License

The Substitute Teaching License allows individuals to work as substitutes without a full teaching

certificate. To qualify, applicants typically must have earned at least 60 semester hours of college

credit and pass a background check. This license is valid for a set term and must be renewed

periodically.

Short-Term and Long-Term Substitutes

Short-term substitutes usually work for fewer than 30 consecutive days in the same assignment, while

long-term substitutes may fill positions for extended periods. Long-term substitutes may need

additional certification or a professional educator license depending on district requirements.

Alternative Certification Paths

Individuals with a full professional teaching certificate can also serve as substitutes. Some districts

offer pathways for paraprofessionals or non-certified individuals to gain substitute teaching credentials

through coursework and testing.



Job Responsibilities and Expectations

Substitute teachers in Illinois are expected to maintain classroom order, deliver instruction, and support

student learning in the absence of the regular teacher. Responsibilities may vary by grade level and

subject matter.

Classroom Management

Effective classroom management is essential. Substitutes must enforce school rules, handle

disciplinary issues, and create a positive learning atmosphere. Adaptability and communication skills

are critical in managing diverse student behaviors.

Instructional Duties

Following lesson plans and ensuring students complete assigned work are key duties. Substitutes may

need to modify activities or provide additional support based on student needs. Maintaining accurate

attendance records and reporting to school administration is also required.

Professional Conduct

Substitutes must adhere to ethical standards, respect student confidentiality, and collaborate

professionally with school staff. Punctuality, preparedness, and a positive attitude contribute to success

in the role.

Benefits and Challenges of Substitute Teaching

Substitute teaching offers various advantages and potential obstacles that candidates should consider

before pursuing this career path in Illinois.

Benefits

Flexible Schedule: Substitutes can often choose assignments based on availability.



Experience Gain: Opportunity to develop teaching skills and classroom management techniques.

Networking: Build connections with educators and administrators for future career opportunities.

Diverse Work Environment: Exposure to different grade levels, subjects, and school cultures.

Supplemental Income: Competitive daily rates provide additional earnings for many professionals.

Challenges

Job Inconsistency: Assignments may be irregular and unpredictable.

Classroom Discipline: Managing unfamiliar students can be difficult.

Limited Benefits: Many substitute positions do not include health insurance or retirement plans.

Variable Expectations: Differences in policies and expectations across districts require

adaptability.

Tips for Success as a Substitute Teacher

Success as a substitute teacher in Illinois depends on preparation, professionalism, and ongoing

development. The following tips help enhance effectiveness and job satisfaction.

Be Prepared and Organized

Arrive early with necessary materials and review lesson plans thoroughly. Being organized reduces

stress and improves classroom management.



Establish Clear Rules

Set expectations at the beginning of the day to foster respect and minimize disruptions. Consistency in

enforcing rules is key.

Communicate Effectively

Use clear instructions and positive reinforcement. Building rapport with students encourages

cooperation and engagement.

Stay Flexible and Patient

Adapt to changing situations and student needs. Patience is essential when managing diverse

classrooms and unexpected challenges.

Seek Feedback and Improve

Request input from regular teachers and administrators to identify areas for growth. Continuous

improvement enhances teaching skills and opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become a substitute teacher in

Illinois?

To become a substitute teacher in Illinois, you generally need at least a bachelor's degree from an

accredited institution. Some school districts may also require a substitute teaching license or permit

issued by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). Background checks and fingerprinting are

mandatory.



How do I apply for a substitute teaching license in Illinois?

You can apply for a substitute teaching license in Illinois through the Illinois State Board of Education's

online portal. You will need to submit proof of your education, complete a background check, and pay

any applicable fees. Some districts accept the Substitute Teaching License (STL) or use the

Emergency Substitute License for short-term needs.

Are there different types of substitute teaching licenses in Illinois?

Yes, Illinois offers several types of substitute teaching licenses, including the Substitute Teaching

License (STL) for individuals with a bachelor's degree and the Emergency Substitute License for those

who may not meet all the standard requirements but are needed for short-term assignments.

Can I work as a substitute teacher in Illinois with just an associate

degree?

Most Illinois school districts require a minimum of a bachelor's degree to become a substitute teacher.

However, some districts may have different requirements or offer limited substitute opportunities for

those with an associate degree. It’s best to check with the specific district.

What is the process for background checks for substitute teachers in

Illinois?

All substitute teacher applicants in Illinois must undergo a criminal background check and fingerprinting

through the Illinois State Police and the FBI. This ensures the safety of students and complies with

state regulations. The process is initiated when applying for the substitute teaching license or district

employment.

How much does a substitute teacher earn on average in Illinois?

The average pay for a substitute teacher in Illinois varies by school district but typically ranges from

$100 to $150 per day. Some districts may offer higher rates for long-term assignments or those with



additional certifications.

Additional Resources

1. Becoming a Substitute Teacher in Illinois: A Step-by-Step Guide

This comprehensive guide walks aspiring substitute teachers through the entire process specific to

Illinois. It covers certification requirements, application procedures, and tips for classroom

management. Readers will also find advice on building rapport with students and navigating school

policies effectively.

2. The Illinois Substitute Teacher Handbook

Designed as a practical resource, this handbook offers clear instructions and insights tailored for

substitute educators in Illinois. It includes legal guidelines, curriculum basics, and strategies for

handling diverse classroom situations. The book also highlights how to make a positive impact during

short-term teaching assignments.

3. Classroom Management for Illinois Substitute Teachers

Focusing on one of the biggest challenges substitute teachers face, this book provides proven

techniques to maintain order and foster a productive learning environment. It addresses common

disciplinary issues and suggests proactive approaches to engage students. The author emphasizes the

importance of flexibility and adaptability in Illinois schools.

4. Illinois Substitute Teacher Certification Made Easy

This title simplifies the often complex certification process for substitute teaching in Illinois. It breaks

down eligibility criteria, required coursework, and testing procedures into manageable steps. Readers

will also find sample forms and tips to avoid common application pitfalls.

5. Effective Teaching Strategies for Illinois Substitute Educators

Aimed at helping substitutes deliver quality instruction, this book offers lesson planning tips and

adaptable teaching methods suitable for various grade levels. It highlights techniques to quickly assess

student needs and maintain continuity in the classroom. The content is aligned with Illinois educational



standards.

6. Surviving Your Substitute Teaching Days in Illinois

This engaging read shares real-life stories and practical advice from experienced Illinois substitute

teachers. It covers everything from dealing with unexpected challenges to making the most of

professional development opportunities. The book also offers encouragement for those new to the role.

7. Legal and Ethical Guidelines for Illinois Substitute Teachers

Understanding the legal responsibilities and ethical considerations is crucial for substitutes, and this

book provides a thorough overview. It explains Illinois laws related to student privacy, mandatory

reporting, and professional conduct. The author also discusses how to handle sensitive situations

appropriately.

8. Building Relationships as an Illinois Substitute Teacher

Strong relationships with students, staff, and administrators can enhance a substitute teacher’s

effectiveness. This book explores communication techniques and interpersonal skills tailored to the

Illinois school environment. Readers will learn how to establish trust quickly and contribute positively to

school culture.

9. Preparing for Substitute Teaching Jobs in Illinois: Interview and Resume Tips

This practical guide helps prospective substitutes craft compelling resumes and prepare for interviews

specific to Illinois school districts. It includes sample resumes, common interview questions, and advice

on highlighting relevant experience. The book also discusses networking strategies to increase job

opportunities.
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  become substitute teacher illinois: Substitute Teaching Barbara Pronin, 1983-11-15 The
book that tells everything you need to know for a successful and rewarding part-time career: What a
sub does How to qualify (it's easier than you think) What you'll earn How to ensure you'll work as
much as you want, and where and when you want The four keys to good subbing Plus: A sub's bag of
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retain quality substitute teachers.
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Amanda J. Fiore, 2025-10-02 This timely, critical book presents an accessible glimpse into the beliefs
and ideologies of English that govern Taiwan’s private language schools. Drawing on the original
analysis of over sixty hours of in-depth interviews with 43 teachers and students, as well as the
author’s personal experience teaching English in Asia, a combination of thematic analysis and
storytelling are used to better understand the meaning of English in Taiwan, and its impact on
Taiwanese and foreign teachers. Importantly, her findings extend current critical scholarship in the
interdisciplinary fields of language and identity, critical race theory, and critical linguistics, to the
specific context of Taiwan’s private language schools, shining a light on hierarchies of race,
nationality, and linguistic identity in these unique cross-cultural spaces. When viewed against the
backdrop of Taiwan’s “Bilingual by 2030” policy, and China’s relations with Taiwan, these powerful
beliefs about English and the West take on new meaning. The author’s book offers much needed
insight into the belief systems and ideologies of English that create power and privilege in Taiwan’s
schools, thereby serving as a guide for academics, policymakers, teachers, students, and English
school owners alike.
  become substitute teacher illinois: Prairie’S Edge George Roger Stanley, 2015-01-08 It is
important to note that I have not tried to hide the identities of the characters that happened into my
life, but to endear them to the reader so that they are an important part of to this story, and I in no
way will try to make them more or less important than they really were. I have learned to accept and
to love each one of the personalities and hope that I never have harmed them in the past or by this
account of them in this written dialogue.
  become substitute teacher illinois: Illinois Issues , 2012
  become substitute teacher illinois: American Annals of the Deaf and Dumb , 1912
  become substitute teacher illinois: Circular , 1918
  become substitute teacher illinois: American Annals of the Deaf , 1913 Beginning with
Sept. 1955 issues, includes lists of doctors' dissertations and masters' theses on the education of the
deaf.
  become substitute teacher illinois: Resources in Education , 1997
  become substitute teacher illinois: Interim Report of Activities of the Pension Task
Force of the Subcommittee on Labor Standards, Committee on Education and Labor, House
of Representatives, March 31, 1976 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education
and Labor. Subcommittee on Labor Standards. Pension Task Force, 1976
  become substitute teacher illinois: Pension Task Force Report on Public Employee
Retirement Systems United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor.
Subcommittee on Labor Standards. Pension Task Force, 1978
  become substitute teacher illinois: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the House



Committee on Education and Labor United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education
and Labor, 1977
  become substitute teacher illinois: Enhancing Educational Access Through Innovative
Educator Preparation Pathways Sande, Beverly, Marvel, Aaron, 2025-09-10 Various factors
contribute to the growing crisis of teacher shortages, including declining enrollment in teacher
preparation programs, increasing teacher attrition, and many teachers approaching retirement.
School leaders retiring, transferring schools, or pursuing new opportunities within the education
sector are not being replaced by qualified candidates. Furthermore, many school districts
nationwide report principal vacancies and a severe need for more qualified applicants to replace
them. Consequently, many educator preparation programs have developed transformational
initiatives to recruit, prepare, and retain teachers in their partnering school districts. These
programs are critical for alleviating the impact of teacher shortages on schools and students.
Enhancing Educational Access Through Innovative Educator Preparation Pathways highlights some
of these initiatives and their impact on the school systems. It demonstrates how these models can be
implemented to help recruit and retain individuals interested in becoming teachers or school
principals. Covering topics such as school-university partnerships, leadership pipelines, and teacher
diversity, this book is an excellent resource for school principals, administrators, educators, human
resource managers, business owners, researchers, academicians, and more.
  become substitute teacher illinois: School Management , 1950
  become substitute teacher illinois: Extent of Subversion in the "New Left" United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee to Investigate the Administration of
the Internal Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws, 1970
  become substitute teacher illinois: Extent of Subversion in Campus Disorders United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee to Investigate the
Administration of the Internal Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws, 1969
  become substitute teacher illinois: This is Delta Gamma ,
  become substitute teacher illinois: Illinois Education , 1964
  become substitute teacher illinois: Primary Education , 1905
  become substitute teacher illinois: The A to Z of Sexspionage Nigel West, 2009-09-16 In a
surprising number of espionage cases sex has played a significant role-often only in the
background-possibly as a reason why a particular individual has lived beyond his means and is in
desperate need of cash. FBI agent Earl Pitts sold secrets to the Soviets to ease his financial burdens,
which came from his habitually heavy use of male and female prostitutes. Yuri Nosenko collaborated
with the CIA after having misappropriated KGB funds to entertain expensive women while on official
duties in Geneva, and Aleksandr Ogorodnik of the Soviet foreign ministry was persuaded to become
a spy by his pregnant Spanish lover, an agent recruited by the CIA. In the realm of human behavior,
sex can be the catalyst for risky or reckless conduct. The A to Z of Sexspionage explores this
behavior through a chronology, an introduction, a bibliography, and hundreds of cross-referenced
dictionary entries on the secret agencies, operations, and events. From Delilah's seduction of
Samson in 1161 BC to State Department official Donald Keyser's conviction of passing secrets to
Isabelle Cheng, a Taiwanese intelligence officer, in 2007, Nigel West recounts the history of
sexspionage.
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