
beery buktenica developmental test of visual
motor
beery buktenica developmental test of visual motor is a widely recognized assessment tool used
to evaluate visual-motor integration skills across different age groups. This test plays a crucial role
in identifying developmental delays and difficulties related to hand-eye coordination, which are
essential for academic and daily functioning. The Beery Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual
Motor Integration (often abbreviated as Beery VMI) is designed to measure how well individuals can
coordinate their visual perception with their motor abilities, particularly fine motor skills. This
article explores the structure, purpose, administration, and applications of the Beery Buktenica
developmental test of visual motor, highlighting its importance in clinical, educational, and research
settings. Additionally, the article addresses scoring methods, interpretation of results, and the test’s
relevance in diagnosing various developmental disorders. Finally, practical considerations and
benefits of using this test will be discussed to provide a comprehensive understanding for
professionals in psychology, occupational therapy, and education.
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Overview of the Beery Buktenica Developmental Test of
Visual Motor
The Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor integration is a standardized measure that
assesses an individual’s ability to integrate visual perception and motor coordination. Originally
developed by Keith E. Beery and later refined with contributions from Norma Buktenica, the test has
become a staple in developmental and neuropsychological assessments. It is particularly useful for
detecting visual-motor deficits in children but is also applicable to adolescents and adults. The test is
often employed to identify difficulties that may affect handwriting, drawing, and other fine motor
tasks crucial for educational success.

Historical Background and Development
The test was first introduced in the 1960s and has undergone multiple revisions to improve its



reliability and validity. The current version includes norm-referenced data for a wide age range,
allowing for comparisons against age-appropriate peers. Its development was motivated by the need
for a simple yet effective tool to evaluate visual-motor integration in clinical and educational
contexts.

Importance of Visual Motor Integration
Visual motor integration refers to the coordination between visual perceptual skills and fine motor
control. This integration is vital for many everyday tasks, including writing, drawing, and using tools.
Deficits in this area can indicate developmental disorders such as dysgraphia, developmental
coordination disorder, or neurological impairments. The Beery Buktenica developmental test of
visual motor provides objective data to support diagnosis and intervention planning.

Components and Structure of the Test
The Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor consists of three primary subtests designed
to evaluate different aspects of visual-motor skills. Each subtest targets specific abilities related to
visual perception, motor coordination, and their integration.

Visual-Motor Integration Subtest
This core subtest requires individuals to copy increasingly complex geometric shapes. The task
assesses the ability to coordinate eye-hand movements and replicate visual stimuli accurately. The
complexity of shapes increases with each item, challenging the test taker’s fine motor control and
visual analysis skills.

Visual Perception Subtest
The visual perception subtest measures the ability to recognize and discriminate visual shapes
without motor involvement. Test takers identify matching shapes from several options, focusing
purely on visual processing capabilities. This subtest helps isolate perceptual difficulties from motor
execution problems.

Motor Coordination Subtest
The motor coordination subtest assesses fine motor skills independently from visual perception. It
involves tasks such as tracing within designated boundaries, testing precision and control of hand
movements. This component is essential for understanding whether motor skill deficits contribute to
poor visual-motor integration performance.

Test Materials and Format
The test materials include standardized stimulus booklets, response sheets, and scoring guides.



Administration typically takes 10 to 20 minutes, making it practical for clinical and educational use.
The test can be administered individually or in small groups depending on the setting and purpose.

Administration and Scoring Procedures
Proper administration and scoring of the Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor ensure
accurate and reliable results. Trained professionals such as psychologists, occupational therapists,
and educators typically conduct the assessment following standardized protocols.

Test Administration Guidelines
The test should be administered in a quiet environment free from distractions. Clear instructions
must be provided to the test taker, and practice items may be used to ensure understanding. Timing
is not typically rigid but should be consistent to maintain standardization.

Scoring Criteria and Norms
Scoring involves evaluating the accuracy and quality of responses based on detailed criteria outlined
in the test manual. Raw scores are converted to standard scores, percentile ranks, and age-
equivalent scores using normative data. This allows comparison of an individual’s performance to a
representative population sample.

Reliability and Validity
The Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor has demonstrated strong psychometric
properties. Its reliability coefficients support consistent results across administrations, while validity
studies confirm its effectiveness in measuring visual-motor integration skills.

Applications and Uses in Various Settings
The versatility of the Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor makes it valuable in
multiple professional domains. Its standardized nature facilitates objective assessment and supports
intervention planning.

Clinical and Diagnostic Use
Clinicians use the test to identify visual-motor integration deficits associated with developmental
delays, learning disabilities, and neurological conditions. It aids in differential diagnosis and guides
therapeutic approaches such as occupational therapy.



Educational Assessment and Intervention
Educators and school psychologists administer the test to detect children who may struggle with
handwriting, copying, or other fine motor tasks. The results inform individualized education plans
(IEPs) and targeted skill development strategies.

Research Applications
Researchers employ the Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor to study developmental
milestones, the impact of interventions, and correlations between visual-motor skills and academic
achievement. Its standardized framework allows for replicable studies and cross-population
comparisons.

Populations Assessed

Children aged 2 to 18 years

Adolescents and adults with suspected visual-motor impairments

Individuals undergoing neuropsychological or occupational therapy evaluation

Interpretation of Results and Diagnostic Value
Interpreting the outcomes of the Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor requires
understanding the individual’s scores in context. Patterns of strengths and weaknesses across
subtests provide insights into specific areas of difficulty.

Identifying Visual-Motor Integration Deficits
Low scores on the visual-motor integration subtest, especially when combined with deficits in motor
coordination or visual perception, suggest challenges in coordinating visual input with motor output.
These findings may be indicative of developmental coordination disorder or other motor planning
issues.

Differentiating Between Perceptual and Motor Problems
Discrepancies between the visual perception and motor coordination subtests help pinpoint whether
difficulties stem from perceptual processing or motor execution. This differentiation is critical for
tailoring intervention approaches.



Implications for Intervention Planning
Results guide clinicians and educators in selecting appropriate therapies, such as fine motor skill
training, visual perceptual exercises, or integrated visual-motor activities. Progress can be tracked
through repeated administrations of the test.

Benefits and Limitations of the Test
The Beery Buktenica developmental test of visual motor offers numerous advantages but also has
certain limitations that professionals should consider when utilizing the tool.

Advantages

Standardized and norm-referenced across a broad age range

Quick and easy to administer with minimal materials

Effective in identifying visual-motor integration difficulties

Useful in diverse settings including clinical, educational, and research

Supports targeted intervention and progress monitoring

Limitations

May not capture all aspects of complex motor functions

Performance can be influenced by attention, motivation, and fatigue

Requires trained professionals for accurate administration and interpretation

Supplemental assessments may be needed for comprehensive evaluation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Beery Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual
Motor Integration (Beery VMI)?
The Beery Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual Motor Integration (Beery VMI) is an assessment



tool used to evaluate visual-motor integration skills in individuals from preschool age through
adulthood. It measures how well a person can coordinate their visual perception and motor control.

Who commonly uses the Beery VMI test?
The Beery VMI test is commonly used by psychologists, occupational therapists, educators, and
other professionals to assess developmental delays, learning disabilities, and motor coordination
issues in children and adults.

What skills does the Beery VMI assess?
The Beery VMI assesses visual perception, motor coordination, and the integration of these two
skills, which are essential for tasks such as handwriting, drawing, and other activities requiring
hand-eye coordination.

How is the Beery Buktenica test administered?
The test is administered by having the individual copy geometric shapes that increase in complexity.
Performance is scored based on accuracy and the ability to reproduce the shapes, helping to identify
visual-motor integration difficulties.

What age range is appropriate for the Beery VMI?
The Beery VMI is designed for individuals aged 2 years through 100 years, making it a versatile tool
for assessing visual-motor integration across the lifespan.

How can the results of the Beery VMI be used in intervention
planning?
Results from the Beery VMI can help professionals identify specific areas of difficulty in visual-motor
integration, guiding targeted interventions such as occupational therapy or educational support to
improve coordination and related skills.

Additional Resources
1. Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual-Motor Integration: Administration, Scoring, and
Teaching Manual
This manual provides comprehensive guidance on administering and scoring the Beery VMI. It
covers the theoretical background and practical applications of the test. The book is essential for
clinicians and educators aiming to assess visual-motor integration skills in children and adults.

2. Visual-Motor Integration: Theory, Assessment, and Intervention
This book explores the theoretical foundations of visual-motor integration and its importance in
developmental assessments. It includes detailed descriptions of various assessment tools, including
the Beery-Buktenica test. Practical intervention strategies for improving visual-motor skills are also
discussed.

3. Handwriting and Visual-Motor Integration: A Guide for Occupational Therapists



Focused on the relationship between handwriting development and visual-motor integration, this
guide highlights the use of the Beery-Buktenica test to identify difficulties. It offers intervention
techniques tailored for children with handwriting challenges. The book is useful for therapists
working in school and clinical settings.

4. Developmental Assessment of Children: A Visual-Motor Perspective
This text emphasizes the role of visual-motor integration in overall child development and
assessment. It includes case studies demonstrating the application of the Beery-Buktenica test.
Educators and psychologists will find practical advice for interpreting results and planning
interventions.

5. Neuropsychological Assessment of Visual-Motor Skills in Children
This book provides an in-depth look at neuropsychological approaches to assessing visual-motor
skills, with the Beery-Buktenica test featured prominently. It discusses brain-behavior relationships
and developmental trajectories. The volume is geared toward neuropsychologists and pediatric
specialists.

6. Assessing Visual-Motor Integration in Special Populations
Addressing the challenges of assessing children with developmental disabilities, this book reviews
the applicability of the Beery-Buktenica test. It offers suggestions for adapting administration and
interpretation for diverse populations. The book is valuable for special educators and clinicians.

7. Visual-Motor Integration and Learning Disabilities: Assessment and Intervention
This resource focuses on the identification and remediation of visual-motor integration deficits in
children with learning disabilities. It includes detailed protocols for using the Beery-Buktenica test
within a comprehensive assessment battery. Intervention strategies are aligned with educational
goals.

8. Practical Applications of the Beery-Buktenica Test in Pediatric Occupational Therapy
Designed for occupational therapists, this book demonstrates how to integrate Beery-Buktenica test
results into therapy planning. It provides case examples and treatment ideas for improving fine
motor and visual-motor coordination. The text emphasizes evidence-based practice.

9. Early Childhood Development and Visual-Motor Integration: Assessment Tools and Techniques
This volume reviews various assessment tools for early childhood visual-motor integration, with an
emphasis on the Beery-Buktenica test. It discusses developmental milestones and screening
procedures to identify at-risk children. The book is ideal for pediatricians, early childhood educators,
and therapists.
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A. Beery, 2004 Assessment designed to measure the integration of visual perception and motor
behavior.
  beery buktenica developmental test of visual motor: VMI Manual Beery-Buktenica
Developmental Test, Keith E. Beery, Norman A. Buktenica, Natasha A. Beery, 2001-01-01
Assessment designed to measure the integration of visual perception and motor behavior.
  beery buktenica developmental test of visual motor: Beery VMI. Keith E. Beery, Natasha
A. Beery, 2010 Assessment designed to measure the integration of visual perception and motor
behavior by testing a subject's ability to copy a geometric form with paper and pencil.
  beery buktenica developmental test of visual motor: The Beery-Buktenica Developmental
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bases of movement disorders and summarizes current findings from applied research. Existing
approaches to assessment and neuroimaging are critically examined, and new and innovative
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special education research and practice. Featuring reviews of assessment instruments and teaching
approaches, legal issues, overviews of specific learning disabilities, dozens of biographies, and more,
this complete desk reference is an indispensable guide for professionals, academics, and students
alike. Named an American Library Association Top 25 Reference of the Year in its First Edition, The
Concise Encyclopedia serves as an important reference for the education of handicapped and other
exceptional children. Written and edited by highly regarded and respected experts in the fields of
special education and psychology, this authoritative resource guide provides a reference base for
educators as well as professionals in the areas of psychology, neuropsychology, medicine, health
care, social work and law. Additionally, this acclaimed reference work is essential for administrators,
psychologists, diagnosticians, and school counselors, as well as parents of the handicapped
themselves. What's new in this edition Comprehensive coverage of new legislation such as
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) and the Americans with Disabilities Act Cultural competence
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Neurology Bernard L. Maria, 2009 One in ten children seen in primary care practice and 25% of
hospitalized children appear with a neurologic complaint. The fourth edition of Current Management
in Child Neurology provides succinct reviews in the form of superb how-to chapters on the most
common neurological complaints and pathologic conditions seen in pediatric practice. This volume
provides clinicians with a state-of-the-art toolbox for diagnosis and treatment of the most commonly
presented neurologic disorders and dysfunctions in children, including headache, seizures and
epilepsy, neurobehavioral disorders, school readiness, developmental delay, trauma, meningitis and
encephalitis, injury to the preterm and term brains, and status epilepticus. Chapters new to the 4th
edition include information on a range of other conditions such as microcephaly, neurodegenerative
disorders, chromosomal disorders, epilepsy in adolescence, epileptic encephalopathy, pediatric



neurotransmitter disorders, and tropical child neurology as well as current approaches to neonatal
or infantile facial dysmorphism and congenital muscular dystrophies. The 4th edition of Current
Management in Child Neurology has 111 chapters organized into three sections: Clinical Practice
Trends, The Office Visit, and The Hospitalized Child. Each of the sections contains carefully selected
readings and Web resources for practitioners and patients who seek relevant information on topics
addressed in the book's chapters. Since the third edition, online resources have increased
exponentially, and Current Management in Child Neurology directs its readers to the most
high-quality information available.
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