
becoming an english teacher in japan

becoming an english teacher in japan is a popular career choice for many native English speakers and
language enthusiasts around the world. This profession offers unique cultural experiences, opportunities to
develop teaching skills, and the chance to live and work in a vibrant and historically rich country.
Whether interested in teaching at public schools, private language institutes, or universities, there are
various pathways and requirements to consider. This article provides a comprehensive guide covering
necessary qualifications, visa procedures, teaching programs, job hunting strategies, and cultural adaptation
tips. Understanding these elements will help prospective educators make informed decisions and
successfully embark on their teaching journey in Japan.

Qualifications and Requirements

Popular Teaching Programs and Job Opportunities

Visa and Work Permit Process

Finding Teaching Jobs in Japan

Cultural Considerations and Teaching Environment

Qualifications and Requirements
To start the process of becoming an english teacher in japan, understanding the necessary qualifications and
requirements is essential. The standards can vary depending on the employer, region, and type of
institution. Generally, candidates must meet certain educational and language proficiency criteria to be
eligible for teaching positions.

Educational Background
Most teaching positions in Japan require at least a bachelor’s degree from an accredited university. The
field of study can vary, but degrees in education, English, linguistics, or related disciplines are often
preferred. Some programs and schools may accept candidates with degrees in other fields, provided they
demonstrate adequate English proficiency and teaching capability.



English Language Proficiency
Native English speakers are highly sought after for teaching roles, but non-native speakers can also become
english teachers in japan if they have strong English skills. Many employers require a TOEFL, IELTS, or
equivalent certification to verify English proficiency. Additionally, having a TEFL (Teaching English as a
Foreign Language), TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages), or CELTA (Certificate in
English Language Teaching to Adults) certification significantly enhances a candidate’s prospects.

Additional Qualifications
Experience in teaching or working with children is often advantageous. Some positions, especially in public
schools or universities, may require prior teaching experience or specialized training. Professional
development courses and workshops related to language teaching methodologies can also improve
employability.

Popular Teaching Programs and Job Opportunities
There are several well-established programs and job types available for individuals interested in becoming
an english teacher in japan. Each offers different benefits, challenges, and levels of support for foreign
educators.

JET Program (Japan Exchange and Teaching Program)
The JET Program is one of the most prestigious government-sponsored initiatives designed to place native
English speakers in public schools across Japan. It offers competitive salaries, benefits, and comprehensive
orientation. Participants often work as Assistant Language Teachers (ALTs) assisting Japanese teachers in
elementary, junior high, and high schools.

Private Language Schools (Eikaiwa)
Private English conversation schools, known as eikaiwa, are abundant in urban areas. These schools hire
native speakers to teach conversational English to students of all ages. While the salaries may vary, eikaiwa
jobs typically provide flexible schedules and the opportunity to gain valuable teaching experience.

Universities and Colleges
Higher education institutions in Japan also employ native English speakers as instructors. University
teaching positions usually require advanced degrees such as a master’s or doctorate and may involve



teaching academic English, conversation classes, or specialized courses.

Visa and Work Permit Process
Securing the proper visa is a critical step in becoming an english teacher in japan. The Japanese
government requires foreign nationals to obtain work authorization before they can legally teach English
in the country.

Types of Visas for English Teachers
The most common visa for English teachers is the Instructor Visa or Specialist in Humanities/International
Services Visa. These visas allow foreigners to work legally as teachers in public and private institutions.
The JET Program participants receive sponsorship to obtain their visa, while private school hires must
typically handle the process with employer support.

Application Process
The visa application process involves submitting various documents, including a valid passport, a certificate
of eligibility (usually provided by the employer in Japan), proof of educational qualifications, and a
completed application form. Processing times can vary, but it is advisable to start the process well in
advance of the intended start date.

Renewals and Extensions
Once in Japan, English teachers can apply for visa renewals if they wish to continue working. Maintaining
a clean record and fulfilling the contract terms is essential for smooth renewals. Some teachers eventually
pursue permanent residency or long-term visas if they decide to stay in Japan long term.

Finding Teaching Jobs in Japan
Locating suitable teaching positions is a fundamental part of becoming an english teacher in japan. Various
strategies and resources can help candidates find the right job to match their qualifications and preferences.

Job Boards and Recruitment Agencies
Numerous online job boards specialize in English teaching positions in Japan. Recruitment agencies also
offer services to connect candidates with employers. These platforms provide listings for public schools,



private language schools, universities, and corporate teaching roles.

Networking and Referrals
Networking with current or former English teachers in Japan can be highly beneficial. Many jobs are
filled through word-of-mouth recommendations and personal connections. Attending language exchange
meetups, professional groups, or social media forums focused on teaching in Japan can expand contacts and
job leads.

Preparing for Interviews and Contracts
Job interviews may be conducted in person, over the phone, or via video conferencing. Candidates should
be prepared to discuss their teaching philosophy, experience, and adaptability to Japanese culture. Carefully
reviewing contract terms, including salary, working hours, and benefits, is crucial before committing to
any position.

Cultural Considerations and Teaching Environment
Successfully becoming an english teacher in japan involves adapting to the local culture and educational
environment. Understanding cultural nuances can enhance the teaching experience and foster better
relationships with students and colleagues.

Workplace Culture
Japanese work culture emphasizes respect, punctuality, and harmony. Teachers are expected to collaborate
closely with Japanese staff and follow institutional guidelines. Building trust and showing cultural
sensitivity are important for professional success.

Classroom Environment
Classrooms in Japan often feature a structured and disciplined atmosphere. Students may be shy or hesitant
to speak up, so teachers must employ engaging and interactive teaching methods to encourage participation.
Patience and creativity are valuable traits for English teachers in this setting.

Living in Japan as a Teacher
Living in Japan offers a unique lifestyle with access to rich traditions, modern amenities, and a safe



environment. However, adjusting to the language barrier, social customs, and daily routines requires
openness and flexibility. Many teachers find that immersing themselves in local culture and community
activities enhances their overall experience.

Tips for Successful Adaptation

Learn basic Japanese phrases to communicate effectively outside the classroom.

Respect hierarchical relationships and social etiquette.

Participate in school events and community activities.

Stay patient and open-minded when facing cultural differences.

Seek support from fellow teachers and expatriate communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to become an English teacher in Japan?
To become an English teacher in Japan, you typically need a bachelor's degree in any field, preferably in
education or English. Native-level English proficiency is essential, and having a TEFL/TESOL certification
can improve your chances. Additionally, being eligible for a work visa is necessary.

What types of English teaching jobs are available in Japan?
English teaching jobs in Japan include positions at public schools through the JET Programme, private
language schools (eikaiwa), conversation cafes, universities, and private tutoring. Each type varies in terms
of salary, working hours, and requirements.

How can I apply for the JET Programme to teach English in Japan?
To apply for the JET Programme, you need to be a native-level English speaker with a bachelor's degree.
Applications open annually, usually in the fall, and involve submitting an online application, writing
essays, and attending interviews. Successful applicants receive placement in Japanese schools as Assistant
Language Teachers (ALTs).



Do I need to learn Japanese before becoming an English teacher in Japan?
While it is not mandatory to know Japanese before starting as an English teacher, learning basic Japanese is
highly recommended. It helps in daily life, classroom management, and building better relationships with
students and colleagues.

What is the average salary for an English teacher in Japan?
The average salary for English teachers in Japan varies by job type. Public school ALTs through the JET
Programme typically earn around 3.6 million yen per year, while private eikaiwa teachers might earn
between 250,000 to 300,000 yen per month. Salaries are generally sufficient to live comfortably in Japan.

Additional Resources
1. Teaching English in Japan: A Practical Guide for New Educators
This book offers a comprehensive overview for individuals aspiring to teach English in Japan. It covers
cultural expectations, classroom management techniques, and practical tips for adapting lesson plans to
Japanese students. Readers will also find advice on navigating the Japanese school system and building
rapport with students and colleagues.

2. Japanese Classroom Culture and English Teaching Strategies
Focusing on the unique aspects of Japanese classroom culture, this book helps teachers understand student
behavior, communication styles, and group dynamics. It provides strategies for effective teaching that
respect cultural norms while encouraging student participation. The book is ideal for those looking to create
engaging and culturally sensitive lessons.

3. English Language Teaching in Japan: Challenges and Opportunities
This title explores the current landscape of English education in Japan, highlighting common challenges
such as exam-focused curricula and limited speaking practice. It also discusses opportunities for innovation
and growth within the system. Teachers will gain insight into policy trends and how to make a
meaningful impact in their classrooms.

4. Effective Lesson Planning for English Teachers in Japan
Designed specifically for English educators in Japan, this book guides readers through creating lesson plans
that align with Japanese educational standards. It includes sample plans, activity ideas, and assessment
techniques tailored to different age groups. The practical advice helps teachers maximize student
engagement and learning outcomes.

5. Building English Communication Skills in Japanese Students
This resource focuses on methods to improve the speaking and listening abilities of Japanese learners. It
offers activities and exercises that encourage natural communication and confidence in using English. The
book also addresses common pronunciation and grammar issues faced by Japanese students.



6. Living and Teaching in Japan: A Guide for English Educators
Beyond classroom instruction, this guide covers the practical aspects of living in Japan as an English teacher.
Topics include cultural adjustment, daily life, work visa requirements, and building a support network. It’s
a valuable resource for those preparing for a successful and enjoyable teaching experience abroad.

7. Technology Integration in English Teaching in Japan
This book explores how to effectively incorporate technology into English lessons in Japanese schools. It
discusses digital tools, online resources, and interactive platforms that enhance learning. Teachers will find
innovative ideas to engage tech-savvy students while overcoming common technological challenges.

8. TEFL Certification and Job Hunting in Japan
Aimed at aspiring English teachers, this book covers the essentials of obtaining TEFL certification
recognized in Japan. It also offers guidance on job searching, interview preparation, and understanding
contract terms. The book provides practical tips to help candidates secure rewarding teaching positions.

9. Motivating Japanese English Learners: Techniques and Insights
This title delves into the psychological and cultural factors affecting student motivation in English classes. It
presents strategies to inspire and maintain student interest, including goal-setting, rewards, and culturally
relevant content. Teachers will learn how to create a positive and motivating learning environment.

Becoming An English Teacher In Japan
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  becoming an english teacher in japan: 7 STEPS TO BECOME AN ENGLISH TEACHER IN
JAPAN Christopher Kona Young, 2008-07-01 Teaching English in Japan is not just a job, it's a life. To
live this intriguing life, you need information and a plan. This revised and updated Second Edition
focuses on the steps to become an English teacher in Japan, unique teaching tips and
recommendations on how to work smart and live well in Japan. It also includes information and
anecdotes about money, jobs, visas, food, hot springs, capsule hotels and daily life. Read about the
Restroom Knock, The Case of the Missing Westerners and why competition for jobs may be tougher
in 2008-09. By the way, what is the English Effect and how does it help English teachers seemingly
rule the world in Japan. Get the facts about the job and enjoy the stories about the life.(1st Edition
2006 titled ORDINARY ENGLISH-SPEAKING MEN, EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTIFUL WOMEN,
TEACHING ENGLISH IN JAPAN).
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Ganbatte Means Go for It! Celeste Heiter, 2002 A step
by step guide to researching the market, getting a job, moving to Japan and succeeding as an
English teacher abroad. Includes the popular ODo You Have What It TakesO questionnaire.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: How To Be an English Teacher Abroad
HowExpert, Emily Nemchick, 2013-03-21 Have you ever thought about taking a year or two to travel
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abroad? If your answer is yes, then this is the perfect book for you. How To Be an English Teacher
Abroad is an insider’s guide to living and working abroad. Whether you are a seasoned professional
looking for a career change or a fresh university graduate who wants to explore the world, teaching
English abroad is a great experience. This guide will take you through every aspect of teaching
abroad step by step, along with helpful tips about how to make the most of living abroad. The guide
includes: • Why you should decide to teach English abroad • Which countries are the best (and
worst) to teach in • First-hand info about culture, food and travel abroad • Detailed instructions
about how to create a first class lesson plan • Tricks to being a better teacher than anyone else out
there • Insider knowledge about housing, job-seeking, finances and much more • Tips on how to get
started with your teaching abroad experience • Help identifying the best teaching jobs and
opportunities • Lots of advice and mistakes shared with you from the author’s personal experience •
What teaching abroad can do for your future career With a different aspect of the world of teaching
English abroad discussed in every chapter, this book is a comprehensive, easy to follow guide to help
you on the road to success. About the Expert Emily Nemchick is an English writer who has lived in
five different countries and currently resides in the United States. After gaining a degree from the
University of Cambridge she decided to become an English teacher and signed up for a TEFL course
in the Czech Republic. Emily spent a year teaching English in Prague, where she gained a great deal
of firsthand knowledge about what it means to live, work and teach abroad. With teaching
connections from Europe to Asia, there is little she doesn’t know about the world of TEFL. Emily
lives in Pittsburgh with her husband, whom she met in Prague, and enjoys painting, reading and
baking. HowExpert publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Teaching and Learning in Japan Brian Schell, 2014
Anyone want to go to Japan and teach English for a half a year? That's how it all started. I was 38
years old, and a returning student in a Master's Degree in English program. The bulk of this book is
a daily journal/blog of my adventures while getting TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language)
certified and my trip to Japan, where I taught English to students of all ages. I did a lot of things
right, and I also did a lot of things in the most difficult way imaginable. I'd never traveled outside the
USA before, and spoke nearly no Japanese when I started. This book has it all, exciting adventures
traveling to far-off cities, misadventures on mountaintops, and even the occasional rant. There's
good and bad, but it's all real, and written when it happened. If you've ever considered going
overseas to teach or just are curious about what it's like to live there as an American, this book is for
you. I went to Japan, but many of the problems and situations I came across would be the same
anywhere. I discuss the stresses of getting trained in a university-level TEFL course, getting over
there, learning my way around, and getting through day-to-day life in my new world. I discuss what's
happened, what I think it meant, and the people I encountered while doing it.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: (Un)Learning to Teach Through Intercultural
Professional Development Candace Schlein, 2017-12-01 This book comprises an examination of
novice teachers’ experiences in schools and cultures of schooling across the contexts of Hong Kong,
Japan, and Canada. Drawing on narrative inquiry and arts-based approaches, this study employs
experience as a starting point for making sense of both professional and personal encounters in local
and foreign settings. This work thus sheds light on how people make sense of shifting landscapes in
an era of increasing intercultural communication and interaction while addressing important
curricular implications of intercultural professional development for equity and social justice.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Becoming a Linguist Eldin Milak, Ana Tankosić,
2024-11-20 This unique collection of essays, edited by and for students of linguistics, offers insights
into the personal and professional journeys of some of the key thinkers in language studies. With
contributions by fifteen established scholars, the volume provides first-hand insights into the
‘becoming’ of a linguist, and the many joys and challenges which come with it. The contributors pair
honest and practical academic advice with personal experiences to assist novice and aspiring
linguists to find their footing in the rapidly changing landscape of language studies, and guide them
through linguistics past, present, and future. Autobiographical and reflexive, each chapter also



includes recommendations for key readings and resources used or produced by the contributors. As
a volume focused on the people behind the ideas, Becoming a Linguist will be of interest to students
and scholars of language and linguistics, the history of linguistic thought, as well as the interested
general reader.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Team Teachers in Japan Takaaki Hiratsuka,
2023-07-14 This book provides insights into the professional and personal lives of local language
teachers and foreign language teachers who conduct team-taught lessons together. It does this by
using the Japanese context as an illustrative example. It re-explores in this context the professional
experiences and personal positionings of Japanese teachers of English (JTEs) and foreign assistant
language teachers (ALTs), as well as their team-teaching practices in Japan. This edited book is
innovative in that 14 original empirical studies offer a comprehensive overview of the day-to-day
professional experiences and realities of these team teachers in Japan, with its focus on their
cognitive, ideological, and affective components. This is a multifaceted exploration into team
teachers in their gestalt—who they are to themselves and in relation to their students, colleagues,
community members, and crucially to their teaching partners. This book, therefore, offers several
empirical and practical applications for future endeavors involving team teachers and those who
engage with them—including their key stakeholders, such as researchers on them, their teacher
educators, local boards of education, governments, and language learners from around the world.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Being and Becoming a Speaker of Japanese
Andrea Simon-Maeda, 2011-03-15 This autoethnographic account of the author’s Japanese as a
second language learning trajectory is an important and unique addition to diary studies in SLA and
applied linguistics qualitative research circles. In-depth ethnographic details and introspective
commentary are skilfully interwoven throughout Simon-Maeda’s narrative of her experiences as an
American expatriate who arrived in Japan in 1975 – the starting point of her being and becoming a
speaker of Japanese. The book joins the recent surge in postmodernist, interdisciplinary approaches
to examining language acquisition, and readers are presented with a highly convincing case for
using autoethnography to better understand sociolinguistic complexities that are unamenable to
quantification of isolated variables. The comprehensive literature review and wide ranging
references provide a valuable source of information for researchers, educators, and graduate
students concerned with current issues in SLA/applied linguistics, bi/multilingualism, and Japanese
as a second language.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Can the Japanese Change Their Education
System? Roger Goodman, David Phillips, 2003-01-01 This volume analyses the success or otherwise
of reform efforts in Japanese education since the Second World War. Contributors address a wide
variety of themes from differing perspectives, their articles ranging from a historical study of reform
efforts during the military occupation of Japan, through an analysis of educational developments
under Prime Minister Nakasone, to the practical effects of changes in the teaching of mathematics.
It will be of interest to all students of education in Japan.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Early Professional Development in EFL Teaching
Chitose Asaoka, 2019-04-10 This book examines the perspectives and experiences of student
teachers who are in the process of becoming secondary school English teachers in Japan. It reports
on the trainee teachers’ attitudes towards theory and practice in their professional development.
Through a discussion of what professional expertise should look like in this context, the book
identifies the challenges faced by the Initial Teacher Education (ITE) system in Japan, and suggests
support and mediational activities that should be included as components of the ITE curriculum. The
book contains valuable rich descriptions of trainee teachers’ experiences, and will be of interest to
those working in EFL both in Japan and elsewhere.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Online Communication in a Second Language
Sarah E. Pasfield-Neofitou, 2012-10-05 Online Communication in a Second Language examines the
use of social computer mediated communication (CMC) with speakers of Japanese via longitudinal
case studies of up to four years. Through the analysis of over 2000 blogs, emails, videos, messages,



games, and websites, in addition to interviews with learners and their online contacts, the book
explores language use and acquisition via contextual resources, repair, and peer feedback. The book
provides insight into relationships online, and the influence of perceived 'ownership' of online spaces
by specific cultural or linguistic groups. It not only increases our understanding of online interaction
in a second language, but CMC in general. Based on empirical evidence, the study challenges
traditional categorisations of CMC mediums, and provides important insights relating to turn-taking,
code-switching, and language management online.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Sexual Predation and TEFL Vaughan Rapatahana,
2024-12-16 Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) enables sexual predation across the
wide range of activities and locales it encompasses, beyond schools and inclusive of voluntourist and
aid programmes where EFL is taught. This predation is carried out not only by male Native-speaking
English Teachers (NETs) on their students, peers, and members of local communities but also
carried out on female NETs and EFL students by locals. Is TEFL inherently sexist, utilising
gender-biased texts? This book is the first to examine in considerable detail such English language
sexual imperialism and to suggest ways to curtail it.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: The School News and Practical Educator , 1918
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Under the Gaijin Gaze Daniel A. Metraux, 2001
Penetrating analysis of the failures of Japanese higher education and of the discrimination and
restrictions placed on young women in Japan. Essays include studies of attitudes and expectations of
Japanese college women, of the revival of militarism in Japan and the general failure of the nation’s
highly vaunted JET program.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: The Care of the Elderly in Japan Yongmei Wu, 呉咏梅,
2004-08-02 This book, based on extensive fieldwork in a Japanese institution for the elderly, explores
the whole issue of ageing and responses to it in Japan, and compares the Japanese approach in these
matters with Western approaches.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Teachers of Multiple Languages Eric K. Ku,
2023-09-04 This book argues that teachers of multiple languages (TMLs) form a distinct group of
language teachers and that the study of this largely overlooked demographic group can reveal new
insights into how we perceive and research language teachers. The book highlights the narratives of
three TMLs from diverse global contexts, examining their journeys in navigating their careers as
well as traversing multiple worlds and developing additional ways of being through new identities,
beliefs and emotions. The author offers new, globally-relevant insights for language teaching
research at individual, pedagogical and institutional level and demonstrates that teaching multiple
languages is an emerging transnational phenomenon that cuts across age, languages, countries,
institutions and career stages. By furthering our understanding of why and how some multilingual
language teachers have expanded and changed their careers through teaching additional languages,
the book offers a new perspective on how language teaching careers are changing in an increasingly
globalized, multilingual world.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Emerging Lesbian Voices from Japan Sharon
Chalmers, 2003-08-29 This is the first academic exploration of contemporary lesbian sexuality in
Japan and opens up a more inclusive representation of cultural and sexual diversity across women's
studies and Japanese studies.
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Sustainability, Diversity, and Equality: Key Challenges
for Japan Kimiko Tanaka, Helaine Selin, 2023-07-28 This book enables readers to understand
contemporary Japanese society and culture. Since it is written by experts, it allows readers to start
with any chapters they are interested in. It also provides a unique way to introduce Japanese society
and culture to those who have never visited or studied Japanese society by reading articles from
various authors on topics such as gender, family, economy, natural disasters and politics and laws. It
provides scholars, academics, graduate students and the general educated audience all the
information required to understand contemporary Japanese society and culture fully and see the
diverse perspectives available.



  becoming an english teacher in japan: The Japan Daily Mail , 1897
  becoming an english teacher in japan: Constructing, Reconstructing and Reclaiming Learner
Identities Ellen Preston Motohashi, 2025-08-20 This book focuses on the experiences of 1.5
generation Filipinos in Japan, charting their life histories and educational experiences in both the
Philippines and Japan. Against a background of transnational migrations between both countries,
and varying levels of Japanese as a Second Language and educational support for
immigrant/non-Japanese speaking children in Japanese schools, the author uses a narrative, life
history approach to consider how the participants use their educational histories and learner
identities as intangible resources upon which they drew to overcome the structural and cultural
differences in the teaching–learning environments they encountered in Japanese schools. The book
ends by recounting the participants’ regained sense of confidence as learners upon entering
university, where they reclaim their learner identities as active participants in the classroom, with
several receiving awards for academic excellence.
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