beaufort north carolina history

beaufort north carolina history is a rich and fascinating narrative that reflects the broader story
of coastal North Carolina and its development over centuries. This historic town, located in Carteret
County, has roots that trace back to the early colonial period and has played significant roles in
maritime trade, military history, and cultural development. Understanding Beaufort’s past provides
insight into the economic, social, and environmental factors that shaped this coastal community.
This article explores the origins of Beaufort, its development through the colonial and revolutionary
periods, its maritime significance, and its preservation as a historic site today. Readers will gain a
comprehensive overview of the key events, people, and transformations that define Beaufort north
carolina history. The following sections will guide you through the town’s founding, its strategic
importance, and its evolution into a vibrant historical landmark.

e Early Settlement and Founding

Beaufort During the Colonial and Revolutionary Eras

Maritime Heritage and Economic Development

Beaufort in the Civil War and Postwar Period

Preservation and Historic Significance Today

Early Settlement and Founding

Beaufort north carolina history begins with its establishment in the early 18th century. The town
was officially founded in 1709, making it one of the oldest towns in North Carolina. Its location on
the coast, along the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway and near the Pamlico Sound, was chosen for its
strategic advantages in trade and defense. Early settlers were primarily English colonists who saw
Beaufort as an ideal spot for fishing, trading, and shipbuilding. The town was named after Henry
Somerset, the Duke of Beaufort, reflecting the British influence in the region during colonial times.

Geographical Advantages

The natural harbor and proximity to the Atlantic Ocean made Beaufort an attractive location for
settlement. The area’s waterways provided access for merchant ships and fishing vessels, facilitating
commerce and communication with other colonies and Europe. The surrounding fertile lands
supported agriculture, which complemented the maritime economy. These geographical features
laid the foundation for Beaufort’s growth as a center of trade and maritime activity.

Early Community and Infrastructure

In its early years, Beaufort developed the basic infrastructure needed to support its residents and



economic activities. This included the construction of docks, warehouses, and roads connecting the
town to inland settlements. The community was small but diverse, consisting of fishermen, traders,
shipbuilders, and farmers. Religious and civic institutions soon followed, establishing Beaufort as a
functional and organized town.

Beaufort During the Colonial and Revolutionary Eras

The colonial period was a time of growth and challenges for Beaufort. The town became an
important port for the export of naval stores, timber, and fish, which were vital commodities in the
British economy. Beaufort’s residents experienced the complexities of colonial governance and trade
restrictions imposed by the Crown, which eventually contributed to revolutionary sentiments. During
the American Revolutionary War, Beaufort played a strategic role due to its location and resources.

Role in Colonial Trade

As a colonial port, Beaufort was integral to the export economy of North Carolina. The town’s
merchants dealt in goods such as tar, pitch, and turpentine—products derived from the abundant
pine forests in the region. These naval stores were essential for maintaining the British navy’s ships.
Beaufort’s shipyards also contributed to building and repairing vessels, further enhancing its
importance.

Impact of the Revolutionary War

Beaufort’s history is closely linked to the Revolutionary War period. The town witnessed military
actions and served as a base for local militia. Its strategic coastal position made it a target for British
forces aiming to control supply routes along the Atlantic coast. Despite challenges, Beaufort’s
residents contributed to the patriot cause and helped sustain the war effort through provisioning
and intelligence gathering.

Maritime Heritage and Economic Development

Beaufort’s maritime heritage is a cornerstone of its history. Over the centuries, the town evolved
into a bustling seaport with a thriving economy based on fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. The local
culture developed around the sea, influencing the livelihoods, traditions, and identity of Beaufort’s
inhabitants. This maritime legacy continues to define the town’s character today.

Fishing Industry

One of the most enduring aspects of Beaufort north carolina history is its fishing industry. From the
early colonial period through the modern era, the town'’s fishermen harvested a variety of seafood,
including oysters, shrimp, and blue crabs. The abundance of marine resources supported both
commercial and subsistence fishing, making it a vital part of the local economy.



Shipbuilding and Naval Architecture

Beaufort gained renown for its skilled shipbuilders and distinctive vessels. The town’s shipyards
produced a range of boats, from small fishing skiffs to larger schooners used for trade and transport.
The craftsmanship and design of Beaufort-built ships contributed to the region’s reputation for
maritime excellence, attracting business and fostering economic growth.

Economic Growth and Trade Networks

The town’s location enabled it to connect with broader trade networks along the Atlantic coast and
beyond. Beaufort merchants engaged in the exchange of goods such as fish, lumber, and naval
stores, linking the local economy to national and international markets. This economic activity
facilitated the town’s prosperity and expansion throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.

Beaufort in the Civil War and Postwar Period

The Civil War era was a tumultuous chapter in Beaufort north carolina history. The town’s strategic
position made it a focal point during the conflict, influencing military engagements and social
dynamics. After the war, Beaufort faced the challenges of reconstruction and economic adjustment,
which shaped its trajectory into the 20th century.

Military Significance During the Civil War

During the Civil War, Beaufort was occupied by Union forces early in the conflict due to its valuable
port and access to inland waterways. The occupation transformed the town into a base for Union
naval operations along the North Carolina coast. This presence affected local populations and
altered the region’s political and economic landscape.

Reconstruction and Economic Transition

Following the war, Beaufort had to rebuild its economy and infrastructure. The decline of traditional
industries, such as naval stores, required diversification and adaptation. Fishing and shipbuilding
remained important, but the town also began to explore tourism and preservation as new economic
avenues. The postwar period marked a time of resilience and change for Beaufort’s community.

Preservation and Historic Significance Today

Today, Beaufort north carolina history is preserved through its well-maintained historic district,
museums, and cultural programs. The town is recognized for its architectural heritage, maritime
museums, and role as a living history site. These efforts have helped maintain Beaufort’s identity
and attract visitors interested in its historical and cultural significance.



Historic District and Architecture

Beaufort’s historic district contains numerous buildings dating back to the 18th and 19th centuries.
These structures showcase a variety of architectural styles, including Colonial, Federal, and
Victorian. Preservation initiatives have ensured that these historic buildings remain intact, providing
a tangible connection to the town’s past.

Museums and Cultural Institutions

The town hosts several museums dedicated to its maritime and historical heritage. These institutions
offer exhibits on shipbuilding, marine life, and local history, educating the public and promoting
cultural tourism. Events and festivals further celebrate Beaufort’s unique legacy and foster
community engagement.

Tourism and Economic Impact

Heritage tourism has become a significant part of Beaufort’s economy. Visitors are drawn to the
town’s scenic waterfront, historic sites, and maritime culture. This influx supports local businesses
and encourages ongoing preservation efforts, ensuring that Beaufort’s history remains a vibrant and
accessible part of the community.

e Early establishment in 1709

e Strategic coastal location and natural harbor

e Development of colonial trade and naval stores

e Active participation in the Revolutionary War

e Strong fishing and shipbuilding industries

e Union occupation during the Civil War

e Postwar economic diversification

e Preservation of historic architecture and museums

e Growth of heritage tourism

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the historical significance of Beaufort, North
Carolina?

Beaufort, North Carolina, is historically significant as one of the state's oldest towns, founded in
1709. It served as an important port and naval base during the colonial period and the Civil War.

When was Beaufort, North Carolina founded?

Beaufort, North Carolina was founded in 1709, making it one of the oldest towns in the state.

How did Beaufort contribute during the American Civil War?

During the American Civil War, Beaufort was occupied by Union forces early in the conflict and
served as a strategic naval base and supply point along the North Carolina coast.

What role did Beaufort play in maritime history?

Beaufort has a rich maritime history as a prominent port town, known for shipbuilding, fishing, and
as a hub for coastal trade during the 18th and 19th centuries.

Are there any historic landmarks in Beaufort, North Carolina?

Yes, Beaufort is home to several historic landmarks, including the Old Burying Ground, the Beaufort
Historic Site, and the Rachel Carson Reserve, highlighting its colonial and maritime heritage.

Who were some notable historical figures from Beaufort,
North Carolina?

Notable figures include Blackbeard the Pirate, who was active in the waters near Beaufort, and
Rachel Carson, the renowned environmentalist who was born in nearby Springdale and whose work
was influenced by the coastal environment.

How did Beaufort's economy evolve throughout its history?

Beaufort's economy evolved from a colonial port and shipbuilding center to a fishing and tourism-
based economy, with historical preservation playing a key role in recent decades.

What impact did Beaufort have on North Carolina's colonial
development?

Beaufort was a vital colonial port that facilitated trade and settlement in the region, helping to
establish North Carolina's coastal economy and serving as a center for governance and commerce in
the early 18th century.



Additional Resources

1. Beaufort, North Carolina: A Coastal History

This book provides a comprehensive overview of Beaufort’s development from its founding in the
early 18th century to the present day. It explores the town’s maritime heritage, its role in regional
trade, and the cultural influences that shaped its unique character. Richly illustrated with historic
photographs and maps, it offers readers a vivid glimpse into Beaufort’s past.

2. Shipwrecks and Secrets of Beaufort Harbor

Focusing on the treacherous waters surrounding Beaufort, this book delves into the numerous
shipwrecks that have occurred off the coast. It examines the impact of these maritime disasters on
the local community and how they contributed to the town’s lore and economy. The narrative
includes firsthand accounts and archaeological findings that bring these underwater stories to life.

3. The Civil War and Beaufort: Occupation and Change

This work explores Beaufort’s strategic significance during the American Civil War, particularly its
occupation by Union forces. It highlights the social and economic transformations that took place
during and after the conflict. The book also discusses the experiences of freed African Americans in
Beaufort during Reconstruction.

4. Historic Homes of Beaufort, North Carolina

A detailed look at the architecture and stories behind Beaufort’s most notable historic homes. The
book covers various styles from colonial to Victorian, providing insights into the lives of the families
who lived there. It serves as both a preservation guide and a tribute to the town’s rich residential
heritage.

5. Beaufort’s Maritime Traditions: From Fishing to Sailing

This title examines the evolution of Beaufort’s maritime economy, focusing on fishing, boatbuilding,
and sailing traditions. It captures the daily lives of fishermen and sailors, emphasizing their
connection to the sea. The book includes oral histories and archival photographs that celebrate this
enduring aspect of Beaufort’s identity.

6. Native American Heritage in Beaufort County

Delving into the history of indigenous peoples in the Beaufort area, this book sheds light on the
Native American tribes that inhabited the region before European settlement. It explores
archaeological discoveries, cultural practices, and the lasting influence of Native Americans on local
history. The narrative bridges past and present, acknowledging ongoing cultural contributions.

7. Beaufort’s Role in the Age of Piracy

This intriguing book uncovers Beaufort’s connections to the golden age of piracy in the early 18th
century. It discusses known pirates who frequented the North Carolina coast and how the town’s
residents dealt with the threats and opportunities piracy presented. The book blends historical
records with folklore to paint a colorful picture of this tumultuous period.

8. The Evolution of Beaufort’s Waterfront

Tracing changes in Beaufort’s waterfront from a bustling colonial port to a modern tourist
destination, this book highlights economic shifts and urban development. It details the construction
of docks, warehouses, and public spaces, alongside environmental challenges such as storms and
erosion. The book offers a visual timeline that illustrates the waterfront’s transformation.

9. Beaufort and the Outer Banks: A Shared History



This title explores the interconnected histories of Beaufort and the nearby Outer Banks, focusing on
trade, migration, and cultural exchange. It reveals how events in one area often influenced the
other, creating a dynamic regional history. The book provides a broader context for understanding
Beaufort’s place within North Carolina’s coastal story.
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beaufort north carolina history: Beaufort, North Carolina Mamre Marsh Wilson, Beaufort
Historical Association, 2002-07-30 Located at the very heart of the Crystal Coast in Carteret County,
Beaufort represents the best of the old days and the old ways of historic North Carolina. Seeking a
natural, deep-water harbor, settlers in the early 1700s chose the site of the former Coree Indian
village named Cwarioc, or fish town, and upon this land, developed a home that would become rich
in maritime heritage. Brimming with stories of pirates and privateers, suitors and soldiers,
merchants and fishermen, this memorable village attracts thousands of tourists and newcomers each
year, eager to explore its charming waterfront shops and streets lined with elegant residences. This
unique volume takes readers on a remarkable journey across Beaufort's 300-year history, bringing to
life the generations of men and women who shaped the town's personality and guaranteed its
longevity through their hard work and perseverance along its coastal waters. Touching upon the
major events that played a role in the town's evolution, Beaufort, North Carolina chronicles the life
of the colonists under the direction of the Lord's Proprietors, their participation in the revolt against
English rule and the following conflicts such as the War of 1812 and the Civil War, which brought
the terrors of battle into their backwaters, and the commercial and technological changes of the
twentieth century that fashioned the Beaufort of today.

beaufort north carolina history: A Story of North Carolina's Historic Beaufort Mamré
Marsh Wilson, 2007-05-31 From creek-side settlement to the days of the grand old Bayside Hotel,
Beaufort has been a proud center for fishing, tourism and gracious living for more than three
hundred years. This history explores and celebrates the communities that make up a remarkable
section of eastern North Carolina. Established in 1709, Beaufort is the third-oldest town in the state.
The community is shaped by its waterside location, flanking Taylor's Creek, Town Creek, and the
Newnport River. Residents have long shared an attraction to the water: both commercial fishing and
nationally famous laboratories for marine study have thrived in Beaufort. Visitors are drawn to the
town's historic houses and architectural treasures, glimpses of a serene and gilded age. In this
captivating history, author Mamre Wilson walks readers through the rich past and intriguing
community that is Beaufort.

beaufort north carolina history: SOME COLONIAL HISTORY OF BEAUFORT COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA FRANCIS HODGES. COOPER, 2018

beaufort north carolina history: Some Colonial History of Beaufort County, North Carolina
Francis Hodges Cooper, 1916

beaufort north carolina history: Some Colonial History of Beaufort County, North
Carolina Bartlett Yancey Malone, Charles Wilson Harris, Francis Hodges Cooper, Joseph Grégoire
de Roulhac Hamilton, Rosser Howard Taylor, Sam James Ervin, William Attmore, 1916
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beaufort north carolina history: Carteret County, North Carolina Mary C. Paul, Grayden
Paul, 2008 The contagious spirits of Grayden and Mary Paul endure in this reprinting of a beloved
Tar Heel classic. For decades, the Pauls educated and entertained locals and tourists alike with their
engrossing storytelling and unforgettable songs, which can now be enjoyed as their lasting legacy.
From the history of the first inhabitants of the region to tales about whaling, pirates, shipwrecks and
rum-running, the lore of Carteret County is both a captivating read and an apt reminder of how
important it is to preserve and promote the history of a community for generations to come.

beaufort north carolina history: A Brief History of Beaufort & Carteret County, North
Carolina Mamré Marsh Wilson, 1998

beaufort north carolina history: Beaufort County, North Carolina Louis Van Camp, 2000
Named by the English in honor of Lord Somerset, the Duke of Beaufort, Beaufort County enjoys its
greatest natural resource in the picturesque Pamlico River and the numerous creeks that drain into
it. The waterways of the county have for some three centuries served as a catalyst for economic
opportunity as well as a setting for recreational activities. An engaging pictorial retrospective,
Beaufort County, North Carolina will introduce readers to several generations of families who
settled along the banks of the Pamlico and inland. Vintage photographs reveal these Beaufort
County families proudly pictured in their homes, their schools, their businesses, and their places of
worship. Family stories, passed down as treasured heirlooms over the years, shed light upon a way
of life that has almost vanished in modern America. Natives will recall the splendor of Beaufort
County as an early-twentieth-century tourist destination, when the Duke University Blue Devils Band
entertained guests at the dance pavilion of the grand old Bay View Hotel. Numerous images depict
sites of the early American Indian villages that thrived before the European settlement of the region,
the debris and devastation left after the Hurricane of 1913, the commercial fishing fleets that plied
the local waters to offer nourishment and economic gain for local families, and the festivals, fairs,
and parades enjoyed by Beaufort County residents of all ages. The towns that make up the county
and their unique traits are explored and celebrated, while the role of each in the greater
development of the county is encapsulated in a story told through charming historic photographs
and postcards.

beaufort north carolina history: The North Carolina Historical and Genealogical Register
James Robert Bent Hathaway, 1900 Vol. 1No. 2 April, 1900; Vol. 1 No. 3 July, 1900; Vol. 1 No. 4
October, 1900; Vol. 2 No. 2 April, 1901; Vol. 2 No. 3 July, 1901; Vol. 2 No. 4 October, 1901; Vol. 3
No. 2 April, 1903; Vol. 3 No. 3 July, 1903.

beaufort north carolina history: The French Heritage of North Carolina Dudley M.
Marchi, 2021-11-12 There is a significant French heritage in North Carolina. The first European
explorers to the North Carolina region were, in fact, French (1524). French Huguenots migrated to
the state as early as 1690, and many North Carolinians have family names of French origin. Towns
such as Bath, Beaufort, New Bern, and La Grange are a testimony to French settlers in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and the city of Fayetteville is named after the Marquis de
Lafayette, a French ally during the American Revolution. Beyond names, North Carolina has many
other remnants of the French presence. With materials gathered from archives, libraries, interviews,
and photographs, this book traces the French heritage in North Carolina from its origins to the
present, an important part of North Carolina's cultural history.

beaufort north carolina history: Historic Beaufort, North Carolina Mary Warshaw, 2015

beaufort north carolina history: A History of North Carolina in the Proprietary Era,
1629-1729 Lindley S. Butler, 2022-03-10 In this book, Lindley S. Butler traverses oft-noted but little
understood events in the political and social establishment of the Carolina colony. In the wake of the
English Civil Wars in the mid-seventeenth century, King Charles II granted charters to eight Lords
Proprietors to establish civil structures, levy duties and taxes, and develop a vast tract of land along
the southeastern Atlantic coast. Butler argues that unlike the New England theocracies and
Chesapeake plantocracy, the isolated colonial settlements of the Albemarle—the cradle of today’s
North Carolina—saw their power originate neither in the authority of the church nor in wealth




extracted through slave labor, but rather in institutions that emphasized political, legal, and
religious freedom for white male landholders. Despite this distinct pattern of economic, legal, and
religious development, however, the colony could not avoid conflict among the diverse assemblage
of Indigenous, European, and African people living there, all of whom contributed to the future of
the state and nation that took shape in subsequent years. Butler provides the first comprehensive
history of the proprietary era in North Carolina since the nineteenth century, offering a substantial
and accessible reappraisal of this key historical period.

beaufort north carolina history: Colonial Beaufort Charles Livingston Paul, 1965

beaufort north carolina history: A Guide to Historic Beaufort, South Carolina Alexia Jones
Helsley, 2006 With nearly five hundred years of history, Beaufort teems with intriguing tales from
the past. In this engaging book, historian and Beaufort native Alexia Helsley brings that past to life
and provides a useful guide to the city's most historic streets, buildings and neighborhoods.

beaufort north carolina history: Beaufort's Old Burying Ground, North Carolina Diane Hardy,
Marilyn Collins, Mamré Marsh Wilson, 1999 Beaufort, bordered by the waters of Taylor's Creek and
Beaufort Inlet, is a picturesque, thriving coastal town, filled with rich traditions and a unique North
Carolina heritage. Historic homes and shops, many predating the birth of George Washington, stand
majestically in the shadows of graceful live oak trees. The town's sidewalks are lined with white
picket fences, distinguished by a rainbow assortment of well-tended flowers. Centered in this
beautiful, historic town, the Old Burying Ground is a fascinating treasuretrove of little-known
seacoast stories and legends that have shaped Beaufort's identity, from its maritime roots before the
Revolutionary War to the present. In Beaufort's Old Burying Ground, you will enjoy a visual tour of
one of the East Coast's most interesting and historic cemeteries, where you will learn the stories of
patriots, privateers, and pirates who played a strategic role in the area's history and were buried
within the cemetery's confines. Through these different tales and legends, an extraordinary tapestry
is woven of star-crossed lovers, victims of the Yellow Fever epidemic of 1864, the American Indian
Wars and Massacres, family histories, Confederate spies' daring deeds, shipwrecks, and the sadness
of young lives snuffed out too soon.

beaufort north carolina history: Beaufort County's Contribution to a Notable Era of
North Carolina History Lindsay Carter Warren, 1930

beaufort north carolina history: Historic Beaufort, North Carolina Jean Bruyere Kell, Karin
Safrit, 1977

beaufort north carolina history: Some Colonial History of Beaufort County, North Carolina
Francis Hodges Cooper, 1916

beaufort north carolina history: Wilmington, North Carolina, to 1861 Alan D. Watson,
2016-04-05 Of America's thirteen original colonies, North Carolina was one of the most rural, its
urban population miniscule and its maritime commerce severely limited--except in the town of
Wilmington. Prior to the Civil War, the coastal town was North Carolina's largest urban area and
principal seaport, with shipping as the mainstay of the local economy. Wilmington indeed was a
singular place in colonial and antebellum North Carolina. This book presents the history of
Wilmington from its founding and development to the eve of the Civil War. Part I traces Wilmington's
history from the incorporation of the town in 1739-40 to 1789, when North Carolina joined the newly
formed United States of America. This section focuses on the confused and disputed origins of
Wilmington, life in a colonial urban setting, the growing importance of the port, and town
governance. Part II expands upon the preceding topics for the years 1789 to 1861. It also examines
the economic development of the port, the wide variety of social activities, the growth of the African
American population, and Wilmington's role in state and national politics.
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