
bear in russian language
bear in russian language is a fascinating topic that encompasses linguistic, cultural, and
zoological aspects. The Russian word for bear, its pronunciation, and usage reflect the deep-rooted
significance of this animal in Russian folklore, literature, and everyday language. Understanding
how "bear" is expressed in Russian can provide insight into the language’s structure, phonetics, and
cultural symbolism. This article explores the translation of the word "bear" in Russian, its etymology,
related vocabulary, and the role of bears in Russian culture. Additionally, practical information on
pronunciation and usage in various contexts will be discussed to offer a comprehensive view of the
subject.
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The Russian Word for Bear
The primary word for "bear" in the Russian language is медведь (medved’). This noun is masculine
and is used to describe the animal known as the bear in English. The term medved’ is the standard
and most commonly used word in Russian when referring to bears, whether in scientific, literary, or
everyday contexts. It is important to note that there are other terms and diminutives sometimes used
in folklore or poetic speech, but медведь remains the universal term.

Gender and Plural Form
In Russian, nouns have grammatical gender, and медведь is masculine. The plural form of медведь
is медведи (medvedi), used when referring to more than one bear. The endings change according
to Russian declension rules, which affect how the word is used in sentences depending on case
(nominative, accusative, genitive, etc.).

Common Usage
The word медведь is frequently used in various contexts, including zoology, fairy tales, idiomatic
expressions, and even political metaphors. It appears in children's stories, Russian proverbs, and is
often symbolic of strength and wilderness in Russian culture.



Pronunciation and Phonetics
Pronouncing the Russian word for bear correctly is essential for learners of the language. Медведь
consists of two syllables and ends with a soft sign, which affects the pronunciation.

Phonetic Breakdown
The word медведь is pronounced approximately as [mʲɪdˈvʲedʲ]. The soft sign (ь) at the end of the
word palatalizes the preceding consonant, giving it a softer sound. The stress falls on the second
syllable, "ведь" (ved’).

Tips for Pronunciation

Start with a soft “m” sound, slightly palatalized.

Emphasize the second syllable with a clear “ved” sound.

End with a soft “d” sound, softened by the soft sign.

Practice by repeating медведь slowly and then at normal speed.

Etymology and Linguistic Roots
The word медведь has an interesting etymological background that reveals much about Slavic
linguistic history and cultural attitudes toward bears.

Meaning Behind the Word
The term медведь literally translates to “honey-eater” or “honey-master” and is derived from the Old
Slavic words med (honey) and ved (to know or to eat). This descriptive name reflects the bear’s
natural behavior of raiding beehives for honey, a characteristic well-known to the Slavs.

Taboo Avoidance in Naming
Historically, many cultures avoided using the direct name of dangerous animals to prevent
attracting their attention. Instead, euphemisms or descriptive terms were used. Медведь is an
example of such a euphemism in Russian and other Slavic languages, where the bear is called a
“honey-knower” rather than directly naming the animal.



Bear in Russian Cultural Context
Bears hold a significant place in Russian culture, symbolism, and folklore. The word медведь is more
than just a noun; it represents a powerful cultural icon.

Bears in Russian Folklore
Russian fairy tales and folklore frequently feature медведь as a character symbolizing strength,
protectiveness, and sometimes clumsiness. Stories often depict bears as wise creatures or
formidable adversaries, and they are a staple in traditional storytelling.

Symbolism in Modern Russia
The bear is widely recognized as a national symbol of Russia, representing power, endurance, and
the vast wilderness of the country. The image of the bear appears in political cartoons, sports
mascots, and cultural references, reinforcing its symbolic importance.

Related Vocabulary and Expressions
The Russian language includes numerous terms and idiomatic expressions related to bears that
enrich the vocabulary around медведь.

Common Related Words

Медвежонок (medvezhonok) – bear cub

Медведица (medveditsa) – female bear

Медвежий (medvezhiy) – bear’s (adjective)

Берлога (berloga) – bear’s den or lair

Popular Expressions
Several Russian idioms use the bear metaphorically, such as:

Медвежья услуга (medvezhya usluga) – "a bear’s favor," meaning an unhelpful or harmful
kindness.

Взять быка за рога (vzyat’ byka za roga) – "take the bull by the horns," a related animal
metaphor for tackling problems directly.



Usage of Bear in Russian Language
The usage of the word медведь extends beyond literal animal references into various domains
including literature, idioms, and metaphorical speech.

In Literature and Media
Russian literature often uses медведь symbolically to represent nature’s might, human strength, or
even political commentary. The bear’s image is prevalent in poems, novels, and children’s books.

In Everyday Speech
In colloquial Russian, медведь can be used figuratively to describe a person who is strong, clumsy,
or solitary. It is common to hear this metaphor in casual conversations or descriptions.

Scientific and Zoological Context
In scientific texts, медведь categorizes various bear species found in Russia, such as the Eurasian
brown bear (бурый медведь). The terminology is consistent in zoological studies and wildlife
discussions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Как по-русски будет слово 'bear'?
Слово 'bear' по-русски будет 'медведь'.

Какие виды медведей обитают в России?
В России обитают бурый медведь, белый (полярный) медведь и гималайский медведь.

Как выглядит медведь на русском флаге?
На русском флаге медведь не изображён, но медведь является символом Москвы.

Что символизирует медведь в русской культуре?
Медведь символизирует силу, храбрость и величие в русской культуре.



Как сказать 'bear hug' на русском языке?
Фраза 'bear hug' переводится как 'медвежьи объятия'.

Какие выражения с медведем существуют в русском
языке?
Существуют выражения: 'медвежья услуга', 'медвежий рынок', 'встать с медведем на ноги'.

Почему медведь считается символом России?
Медведь считается символом России из-за своей силы, могущества и ассоциации с дикой
природой страны.

Как называется медвежонок по-русски?
Медвежонок по-русски называется 'медвежонок'.

Где можно увидеть медведей в России?
Медведей можно увидеть в национальных парках и заповедниках, например, в заповеднике
'Столбы' и на Камчатке.

Additional Resources
1. Медведь и пчёлы
Эта книга рассказывает о приключениях молодого медвежонка, который учится добывать мёд
и справляться с трудностями лесной жизни. В повествовании затрагиваются темы дружбы,
смелости и взаимопомощи. Произведение подходит для детей младшего возраста.

2. Белый медведь Арктики
Издание посвящено жизни белых медведей в Арктике и их адаптации к суровым условиям.
Автор подробно описывает повадки и поведение этих величественных животных. Книга
содержит красочные иллюстрации и научные факты.

3. Медвежонок Паддингтон
Знаменитая серия рассказов о приключениях милого медвежонка из Перу, который
оказывается в Лондоне. Истории полны юмора и доброты, показывают важность семьи и
дружбы. Книга приобрела популярность во всём мире.

4. Три медведя
Классическая русская народная сказка о девочке Маше и трёх медведях. Сказка учит
уважению к чужой собственности и важности честности. Она любима детьми за простоту и
поучительность.

5. Медведь в лесу
Документальный рассказ о жизни медведей в дикой природе России. Автор описывает их
поведение в разные времена года и взаимодействие с другими животными. Книга



предназначена для любителей природы и охраны животных.

6. Медвежьи истории
Сборник коротких рассказов и легенд, связанных с медведями в русской культуре. Включает
мифы, сказки и реальные истории, показывающие важность медведя как символа силы и
мудрости. Подходит для чтения всей семьёй.

7. Мишка и волк
Приключенческая повесть о необычной дружбе между медведем и волком. В книге
раскрываются темы доверия, преодоления предубеждений и единства в природе. История
наполнена яркими описаниями и эмоциональными моментами.

8. Большой медведь и маленький человек
Философская сказка о встрече ребёнка с мудрым медведем, который помогает понять важные
жизненные уроки. Книга затрагивает вопросы самопознания и уважения к окружающему
миру. Текст написан в поэтичной и образной форме.

9. Медведь на севере
Роман о жизни охотника и его дружбе с медведем в северных лесах России. История наполнена
описаниями природы, традиций и испытаний, с которыми сталкиваются герои. Книга
раскрывает глубокую связь человека и природы.
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  bear in russian language: The Discoursal Use of Phraseological Units Elena Arsenteva,
2021-10-22 The book is devoted to various problems of the discoursal use of phraseological units
(PUs). It explores both core use and contextual use of such units, as well as different types of PU
modifications, including addition, deletion, substitution, cleft use, phraseological pun, and extended
metaphor, among others. In addition, the book also considers the translation of these modifications,
which often present a very serious issue.
  bear in russian language: Conditions in the Baltic States and in Other Countries of
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Europe, 1965 Considers seventy House Concurrent Resolutions relating to the Soviet occupation of
the Baltic states, including the political and cultural repression of ethnic minorities.
  bear in russian language: Bear Tales in Minority Languages Tatiana B. Agranat, Leyli R.
Dodykhudoeva, 2025-03-13 This multilingual collection of stories encompasses a broad range of
minority endangered languages from diverse world cultures. It constitutes an innovative way of
introducing the reader to these languages, many of them very little-known, or on the verge of
extinction. These tales, most of them previously unpublished or inaccessible, are made available for
the first time with interlinear morphemic glossing, English translation and background context. They
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provide linguists and researchers with revealing insight into the lexical and morpho-syntactic
dynamics of the languages. Beyond linguists and academic researchers, this collection will also
appeal to a wider audience. For these stories handed down through generations are united by a
common theme: the Bear – a figure prominent in myths and fairy tales worldwide, invested with a
diverse range of values, cultural codes and legends by minority cultures. Through representations of
the Bear, these stories provide a precious source of community values – beliefs and visions in danger
of extinction along with the languages that transmit them.
  bear in russian language: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign
Affairs, 1965
  bear in russian language: Report United States. Congress. House,
  bear in russian language: Figurative Language Dmitrij Dobrovol'skij, Elisabeth Piirainen,
2021-11-08 The book develops a Theory of the Figurative Lexicon. Units of the figurative lexicon
(conventional figurative units, CFUs for short) differ from all other elements of the language in two
points: Firstly, they are conventionalized. That is, they are elements of the mental lexicon – in
contrast to freely created figurative expressions. Secondly, they consist of two conceptual levels:
they can be interpreted at the level of their literal reading and at the level of their figurative
meaning – which both can be activated simultaneously. New insights into the Theory of Figurative
Lexicon relate, on the one hand, to the metaphor theory. Over time, it became increasingly clear that
the Conceptual Metaphor Theory in the sense of Lakoff can only partly explain the conventional
figurativeness. On the other hand, it became clear that “intertextuality” plays a far greater role in
the CFUs of Western cultures than previously assumed. The book’s main target audience will be
linguists, researchers in phraseology, paremiology and metaphor, and cultural studies. The data and
explanations of the idioms will provide a welcome textbook in courses on linguistics, culture history,
phraseology research and phraseodidactics.
  bear in russian language: Cross-Linguistic Semantics Cliff Goddard, 2008-04-10
Cross-linguistic semantics – investigating how languages package and express meanings differently –
is central to the linguistic quest to understand the nature of human language. This set of studies
explores and demonstrates cross-linguistic semantics as practised in the natural semantic
metalanguage (NSM) framework, originated by Anna Wierzbicka. The opening chapters give a
state-of-the-art overview of the NSM model, propose several theoretical innovations and advance a
number of original analyses in connection with names and naming, clefts and other specificational
sentences, and discourse anaphora. Subsequent chapters describe and analyse diverse phenomena
in ten languages from multiple families, geographical locations, and cultural settings around the
globe. Three substantial studies document how the metalanguage of NSM semantic primes can be
realised in languages of widely differing types: Amharic (Ethiopia), Korean, and East Cree. Each
constitutes a lexicogrammatical portrait in miniature of the language concerned. Other chapters
probe topics such as inalienable possession in Koromu (Papua New Guinea), epistemic verbs in
Swedish, hyperpolysemy in Bunuba (Australia), the expression of momentariness in Berber,
ethnogeometry in Makasai (East Timor), value concepts in Russian, and “virtuous emotions” in
Japanese. This book will be valuable for linguists working on language description, lexical semantics,
or the semantics of grammar, for advanced students of linguistics, and for others interested in
language universals and language diversity.
  bear in russian language: The Language of the Inuit Louis-Jacques Dorais, 2014-08-01 The
culmination of forty years of research, The Language of the Inuit maps the geographical distribution
and linguistic differences between the Eskaleut and Inuit languages and dialects. Providing details
about aspects of comparative phonology, grammar, and lexicon as well as Inuit prehistory and
historical evolution, Louis-Jacques Dorais shows the effects of bilingualism, literacy, and formal
education on Inuit language and considers its present status and future. An enormous task,
masterfully accomplished, The Language of the Inuit is not only an anthropological and linguistic
study of a language and the broad social and cultural contexts where it is spoken but a history of the
language's speakers.



  bear in russian language: Man: Embracing His Origin, Antiquity, Primitive Condition, Races,
Languages, Religions, Superstitions, Customs, Peculiarities, Civilization, Nature and Constitution,
Physical Structure, the Care and Preservation of the Body, the Mental and Moral Faculties, Etc., Etc
George Dallas Lind, 1884
  bear in russian language: Straddling Borders Elaine Rusinko, 2003-01-01 The
Subcarpathian Rusyns are an east Slavic people who live along the southern slopes of the
Carpathian mountains where the borders of Ukraine, Slovakia, and Poland meet. Through centuries
of oppression under the Austro-Hungarian and Soviet empires, they have struggled to preserve their
culture and identity. Rusyn literature, reflecting various national influences and written in several
linguistic variants, has historically been a response to social conditions, an affirmation of identity,
and a strategy to ensure national survival. In this first English-language study of Rusyn literature,
Elaine Rusinko looks at the literary history of Subcarpathia from the perspective of cultural studies
and postcolonial theory, presenting Rusyn literature as a process of continual negotiation among
states, religions, and languages, resulting in a characteristic hybridity that has made it difficult to
classify Rusyn literature in traditional literary scholarship. Rusinko traces Rusyn literature from its
emergence in the sixteenth century, through the national awakening of the mid-nineteenth century
and its struggle for survival under Hungarian oppression, to its renaissance in inter-war
Czechoslovakia. She argues that Rusyn literature provides an acute illustration of the
constructedness of national identity, and has prefigured international postmodern culture with its
emphasis on border-crossings, intersecting influences, and liminal spaces. With extracts from Rusyn
texts never before available in English, Rusinko's study creates an entirely new perspective on
Rusyn literature that rescues it from the clichés of Soviet dominated critical theory and makes an
important contribution to Slavic studies in particular and post-colonial critical studies in general.
  bear in russian language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2007
  bear in russian language: Linguistics at School Kristin Denham, Anne Lobeck, 2010-01-07
This volume shows how linguistics can be integrated into school curricula, presenting research and
practice in the field of language within education.
  bear in russian language: Spanish Connections Mark L. Asquino, 2023-01-26 This is a
memoir about my diplomatic journey to Equatorial Guinea, an ill-fated small Spanish-speaking
country. I discuss the many stops along the way that finally led to my serving as U.S. ambassador to
Spain’s only former colony in sub-Saharan Africa. This is the story of a lifelong fascination with
Spain that began with a strange tale my mother told me about a mysterious uncle who fought in the
Spanish Civil War. My assignment to Equatorial Guinea was the last piece needed to complete a full
circle in my professional life that began in Franco’s Spain.
  bear in russian language: The Catholic Encyclopedia: Revelation-Simon Stock , 1912
  bear in russian language: The Catholic Encyclopedia Charles Herbermann, 1912
  bear in russian language: The Catholic Encyclopedia Charles George Herbermann, 1912
  bear in russian language: Language, creoles, varieties Cyrille Granget, Isabel Repiso,
Guillaume Fon Sing, 2023-12-22 This book offers a selection of papers dealing with second language
acquisition, foreign language teaching and creole linguistics inspired by the scientific legacy of
Mauritian-born scholar Georges Daniel Véronique (Port-Louis, 1948). An important part of the book
is devoted to the description of learner varieties with a focus on sociolinguistic factors, such as the
learner situation – from asylum seekers to Erasmus students –, the degree of familiarity with the
target language – having or not previous knowledge about a genetically related language –, the
degree of literacy, and the type of instruction. Linguistic complexity, case marking, the use of
self-positioning pronouns, verbal morphology and aspectual values are among the linguistic
phenomena analyzed by the authors having contributed to this part of the volume. Another part of
this volume deals with language didactics and addresses the questions of whether manipulating
specific constructions from a usage-based perspective and a focus-on-form approach do indeed aid
beginner learners to acquire complex forms in L2 German and nominal forms in L2 Polish,
respectively. It also explores how some educational policies in Sweden have affected both the offer



of French as a Foreign Language and its demand by students. The contributions to creole studies
present diachronic analyses targeting the /z/ plural marking in Réunion creole, Fa d’Ambô and
spoken French, and a set of NPs found in two speeches pronounced in 1835 on the island of Agaléga
by a coconut oil producer whose features are similar to Mauritian creole. Linguistic, social and
historical factors are at the center of these contributions.
  bear in russian language: The Oxford Guide to the Uralic Languages Marianne
Bakró-Nagy, Johanna Laakso, Elena Skribnik, 2022 This volume brings together leading scholars and
junior researchers to provide a comprehensive account of the Uralic language family, a group of
languages spoken in northern Eurasia. It will be an essential reference for students and researchers
specializing in the Uralic languages and for typologists and comparative linguists more broadly.
  bear in russian language: In Hot Pursuit of Language in Prehistory John D. Bengtson,
2008-12-03 Compiled in honor and celebration of veteran anthropologist Harold C. Fleming, this
book contains 23 articles by anthropologists (in the general sense) from the four main disciplines of
prehistory: archaeology, biogenetics, paleoanthropology, and genetic (historical) linguistics. Because
of Professor Fleming’s major focus on language — he founded the Association for the Study of
Language in Prehistory and the journal Mother Tongue — the content of the book is heavily tilted
toward the study of human language, its origins, historical development, and taxonomy. Because of
Fleming’s extensive field experience in Africa some of the articles deal with African topics. This
volume is intended to exemplify the principle, in the words of Fleming himself, that each of the four
disciplines is enriched when it combines with any one of the other four. The authors are
representative of the cutting edge of their respective fields, and this book is unusual in including
contributions from a wide range of anthropological fields rather than concentrating in any one of
them.
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