2006 vw jetta fuel economy

2006 vw jetta fuel economy remains a significant consideration for many
drivers interested in this model, known for its blend of performance and
efficiency. The 2006 Volkswagen Jetta offers various engine options and
transmission types, each influencing fuel consumption differently.
Understanding the fuel economy of this vehicle is essential for evaluating
its cost-effectiveness and environmental impact. This article explores the
fuel efficiency of the 2006 VW Jetta in detail, covering engine
specifications, EPA ratings, real-world mileage, and factors affecting fuel
consumption. Additionally, it provides tips to maximize fuel economy and
compares this model with its contemporaries. The following sections will
guide readers through a comprehensive analysis of the 2006 VW Jetta’'s fuel
economy performance and practical considerations.
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Official EPA Fuel Economy Ratings

Real-World Fuel Economy Performance

Factors Affecting 2006 VW Jetta Fuel Economy
e Tips to Improve Fuel Efficiency

e Comparison with Competitors

Engine Options and Their Impact on Fuel Economy

The 2006 VW Jetta was offered with several engine configurations, each
playing a crucial role in defining its fuel economy. Buyers could choose
between gasoline and diesel powertrains, with varying displacements and power
outputs. Understanding these engine options provides insight into the
expected fuel consumption and performance trade-offs.

Gasoline Engine Variants

The gasoline-powered 2006 Jetta featured primarily two engine options: a 2.5-
liter five-cylinder engine and a 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine. The 2.5-
liter engine produced around 150 horsepower, offering a balance of power and
efficiency. The smaller 2.0-liter engine was available in certain trims and
markets, focusing more on fuel savings at the expense of some power output.
Both engines were paired with either a five-speed manual or a five-speed
automatic transmission, which also influenced fuel economy.



Diesel Engine Option

One of the notable options for the 2006 VW Jetta was the 1.9-liter TDI diesel
engine. Known for its excellent fuel efficiency and torque delivery, the TDI
engine was a favorite among drivers prioritizing mileage. This diesel engine
typically delivered better fuel economy figures compared to its gasoline
counterparts, especially on highway driving. It was commonly paired with a
five-speed manual transmission, although an automatic option was available in
some markets.

Official EPA Fuel Economy Ratings

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides standardized fuel economy
ratings that help consumers compare vehicles under consistent testing
conditions. The 2006 VW Jetta’s EPA ratings vary depending on the engine
type, transmission, and drivetrain configuration.

Gasoline Models

The 2.5-1iter gasoline Jetta with a manual transmission was rated by the EPA
at approximately 21 miles per gallon (mpg) in the city and 29 mpg on the
highway. The automatic transmission model saw slightly reduced efficiency,
generally around 20 mpg city and 27 mpg highway. The smaller 2.0-liter
engine, where available, typically offered marginal improvements in fuel
economy, with estimates closer to 24 mpg city and 31 mpg highway.

Diesel Models

The 1.9-1liter TDI diesel variant was rated substantially higher in fuel
efficiency, with EPA estimates around 30 mpg city and 41 mpg highway. These
ratings underscored the diesel engine’s advantage in long-distance driving
and fuel savings, making the TDI Jetta an economical choice for drivers with
high mileage demands.

Real-World Fuel Economy Performance

While EPA ratings provide a useful baseline, actual fuel economy can differ
based on driving conditions, maintenance, and individual driving habits.
Numerous user reports and automotive reviews shed light on the real-world
fuel consumption of the 2006 VW Jetta.

Typical Gasoline Model Mileage

Owners of the 2.5-1liter gasoline Jetta often report average fuel economy



figures ranging from 19 to 24 mpg combined, depending on city and highway
usage. Manual transmission models tend to achieve mileage closer to EPA
estimates, while automatic versions sometimes fall short, particularly in
stop-and-go traffic. Variations in driving style and vehicle condition also
contribute to this range.

Diesel Model Mileage in Practice

The TDI diesel Jetta frequently surpasses its EPA ratings in highway driving,
with many drivers achieving upwards of 40 mpg on extended trips. City mileage
tends to be closer to the EPA estimate of 30 mpg, although factors such as
cold starts and traffic congestion can reduce efficiency. Overall, the diesel
engine’s real-world fuel economy aligns closely with official figures,
confirming its reputation for economical operation.

Factors Affecting 2006 VW Jetta Fuel Economy

Various elements influence the fuel economy of the 2006 VW Jetta beyond
engine type and transmission. Understanding these factors helps drivers
optimize efficiency and anticipate potential variations in mileage.

Driving Habits: Aggressive acceleration, speeding, and frequent idling
negatively impact fuel consumption.

e Maintenance: Regular oil changes, proper tire inflation, and timely
engine tune-ups enhance fuel efficiency.

e Vehicle Load: Carrying excessive weight or roof racks increases
aerodynamic drag and fuel usage.

e Environmental Conditions: Cold weather, strong winds, and hilly terrain
can reduce mileage.

e Fuel Quality: Using recommended fuel grades and avoiding poor-quality
fuel maintains optimal engine performance.

Tips to Improve Fuel Efficiency

Maximizing fuel economy in the 2006 VW Jetta involves adopting good driving
practices and ensuring proper vehicle upkeep. Implementing the following tips
can lead to noticeable improvements in mileage.

1. Drive Smoothly: Avoid rapid acceleration and hard braking to reduce fuel



consumption.

2. Maintain Steady Speeds: Utilize cruise control on highways to keep
consistent speeds and optimize fuel use.

3. Regular Maintenance: Keep up with scheduled services, including air
filter replacement and spark plug checks.

4. Check Tire Pressure: Properly inflated tires reduce rolling resistance
and improve efficiency.

5. Limit Excess Weight: Remove unnecessary cargo and avoid roof racks when
not in use.

6. Plan Routes: Combine errands and avoid heavy traffic to minimize idling
and stop-start driving.

Comparison with Competitors

When evaluating the 2006 VW Jetta fuel economy, it is useful to compare it
against similar compact sedans from the same period. Competitors such as the
Honda Civic, Toyota Corolla, and Ford Focus offer varying fuel efficiency
profiles.

Honda Civic

The 2006 Honda Civic typically achieved EPA ratings around 26-28 mpg city and
34-36 mpg highway, slightly better than the gasoline Jetta but generally
below the diesel TDI variant. The Civic’s reputation for reliability and
efficiency makes it a strong competitor in this segment.

Toyota Corolla

The Toyota Corolla’s 2006 models offered fuel economy ratings similar to the
Civic, with approximately 26 mpg city and 35 mpg highway. While lacking a
diesel option, the Corolla’s efficient four-cylinder engine provided
consistent mileage and low operating costs.

Ford Focus

The 2006 Ford Focus presented EPA ratings near 24 mpg city and 33 mpg
highway, placing it close to the gasoline VW Jetta figures. However, the
Focus did not offer a diesel engine option in the U.S. market, limiting its
appeal for those prioritizing maximum fuel efficiency.



Overall, the 2006 VW Jetta’s fuel economy, particularly in the diesel TDI
configuration, positioned it favorably among compact sedans of its time. Its
combination of German engineering and fuel-saving technologies provided an
appealing choice for economy-conscious drivers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2006 VW Jetta?

The 2006 VW Jetta typically achieves around 20-23 miles per gallon (mpg) in
the city and 28-32 mpg on the highway, depending on the engine and
transmission.

Which 2006 VW Jetta engine offers the best fuel
economy?

The 2.5-1iter 5-cylinder engine paired with a manual transmission generally
provides the best fuel economy, averaging up to 23 mpg city and 32 mpg
highway.

Does the 2006 VW Jetta TDI diesel model have better
fuel economy than the gasoline models?

Yes, the 2006 VW Jetta TDI diesel version offers significantly better fuel
economy, often achieving around 30-34 mpg city and 40-43 mpg highway.

How does driving style affect the fuel economy of a
2006 VW Jetta?

Aggressive acceleration, speeding, and frequent braking can reduce fuel
economy by up to 33%, while smooth driving and maintaining steady speeds
improve fuel efficiency.

Are there any common maintenance tips to improve
fuel economy on a 2006 VW Jetta?

Regular maintenance such as timely oil changes, keeping tires properly
inflated, using the recommended fuel type, and replacing air filters can help
maintain or improve the fuel economy.

How does the transmission type affect the fuel
economy of a 2006 VW Jetta?

Manual transmissions on the 2006 VW Jetta generally provide better fuel
economy compared to automatic transmissions due to more efficient power



delivery.

Is the fuel economy of the 2006 VW Jetta competitive
with other compact sedans from the same year?

The 2006 VW Jetta's fuel economy is competitive but slightly lower than some
rivals like the Honda Civic or Toyota Corolla, especially in gasoline engine
variants, but the TDI diesel model stands out for its superior efficiency.

Additional Resources

1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency in the 2006 VW Jetta

This comprehensive guide explores various techniques and modifications to
improve the fuel economy of the 2006 Volkswagen Jetta. It covers everything
from maintenance tips to driving habits that can save gas. Ideal for Jetta
owners looking to reduce their fuel expenses and environmental footprint.

2. The Complete Owner’s Manual for the 2006 VW Jetta: Fuel Economy Edition
A detailed manual focused on the 2006 VW Jetta with an emphasis on fuel
economy. This book breaks down the vehicle’s engine specifications,
recommended fuel types, and maintenance schedules that affect mileage.
Perfect for owners who want to understand their car’s fuel system better.

3. Driving Smarter: Fuel-Saving Tips for Your 2006 VW Jetta

This book offers practical advice on how to adjust driving behaviors to
increase fuel efficiency in the 2006 VW Jetta. From acceleration techniques
to route planning, it provides actionable tips that can help drivers get the
most out of each gallon. It also includes real-world case studies.

4. DIY Maintenance for Fuel Economy: 2006 VW Jetta Edition

A hands-on guide for owners who want to perform their own maintenance to
boost fuel economy in their 2006 VW Jetta. The book details easy-to-follow
steps for routine checks, tire care, and engine tuning. It empowers Jetta
owners to maintain optimal fuel performance without frequent mechanic visits.

5. Understanding the Fuel System of the 2006 Volkswagen Jetta

This technical book dives deep into the fuel system components of the 2006 VW
Jetta, explaining how each part influences fuel consumption. It’'s written for
enthusiasts and mechanics who want to troubleshoot and optimize fuel
delivery. The book includes diagrams and detailed explanations.

6. Eco-Friendly Upgrades for Your 2006 VW Jetta

Focused on aftermarket modifications and upgrades, this book guides readers
on how to enhance the fuel economy of their 2006 VW Jetta. It covers
everything from aerodynamic improvements to engine tuning options that reduce
fuel usage. Ideal for Jetta owners interested in sustainable driving.

7. Comparative Fuel Economy: 2006 VW Jetta vs. Competitors
This analysis compares the fuel efficiency of the 2006 VW Jetta against other



compact sedans from the same era. It provides insights into design factors
and technologies that affect mileage. The book helps potential buyers and
current owners understand where the Jetta stands in terms of fuel economy.

8. The Science of Fuel Economy: Insights from the 2006 VW Jetta

A more scientific approach to understanding fuel economy, this book uses the
2006 VW Jetta as a case study. It explains the physics and engineering behind
fuel consumption, engine performance, and emission controls. Suitable for
readers interested in the technical aspects of automotive efficiency.

9. Long-Term Fuel Economy Maintenance for Your 2006 VW Jetta

This book focuses on strategies to maintain and improve the fuel economy of
the 2006 VW Jetta over time. It emphasizes the importance of regular
maintenance, quality fuel, and periodic inspections. The guide is perfect for
owners who want to keep their Jetta running efficiently for years.
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Light-Duty Vehicle Fuel Economy, 2011-06-03 Various combinations of commercially available
technologies could greatly reduce fuel consumption in passenger cars, sport-utility vehicles,
minivans, and other light-duty vehicles without compromising vehicle performance or safety.
Assessment of Technologies for Improving Light Duty Vehicle Fuel Economy estimates the potential
fuel savings and costs to consumers of available technology combinations for three types of engines:
spark-ignition gasoline, compression-ignition diesel, and hybrid. According to its estimates, adopting
the full combination of improved technologies in medium and large cars and pickup trucks with
spark-ignition engines could reduce fuel consumption by 29 percent at an additional cost of $2,200
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fuel consumed in a given driving distance-because energy savings are directly related to the amount
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of fuel used. In contrast, fuel economy measures how far a vehicle will travel with a gallon of fuel.
Because fuel consumption data indicate money saved on fuel purchases and reductions in carbon
dioxide emissions, the book finds that vehicle stickers should provide consumers with fuel
consumption data in addition to fuel economy information.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Volkswagen Golf and Jetta 1999-2006 Service Manual Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-07-23 The Volkswagen Golf and Jetta are two of the most popular cars on the road
today. They are known for their reliability, performance, and affordability. If you own one of these
vehicles, you may be interested in learning how to service and repair it yourself. This manual will
provide you with the information you need to get started. In this manual, you will find step-by-step
instructions for a variety of maintenance and repair procedures. You will also find troubleshooting
tips and diagnostic charts to help you identify and fix problems. Whether you are a beginner or an
experienced mechanic, this manual will be a valuable resource. Some of the topics covered in this
manual include: * Basic maintenance * Engine repair * Transmission repair * Suspension and
steering repair * Brake repair * Electrical system repair * Body and interior repair * Climate control
repair * Fuel and exhaust system repair * Safety systems repair This manual is written for the
do-it-yourselfer. It assumes that you have some basic mechanical skills and tools. However, even if
you are a complete beginner, you should be able to follow the instructions in this manual and
successfully service and repair your Volkswagen Golf or Jetta. Before you begin any work on your
vehicle, be sure to read and understand the safety precautions in this manual. Also, be sure to have
the proper tools and equipment for the job. If you are not comfortable performing a particular
repair, do not hesitate to take your vehicle to a qualified mechanic. With the help of this manual, you
can save money on the cost of servicing and repairing your Volkswagen Golf or Jetta. You can also
learn more about your vehicle and how it works. This knowledge will give you peace of mind when
you are driving your Volkswagen. If you like this book, write a review!
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Standards United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine, 2011

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Used Car Buying Guide 2007 Consumer Reports (Firm),
2007-01-09 Buying a car can be a smart idea - a car loses the lion's share of its value when it is
driven off the new car lot, so why let someone else take that loss? But buyer beware: A used car is
likely to need more repairs and may come with a short warranty or none at all. In addition, used cars
may lack the latest safety features. That is why it is so important for consumers to do extensive
research so they can avoid all of the potential pitfalls of buying a used car. The auto experts at
Consumer Reports have done the work for you and have compiled their extensive research and
report their findings into the 2007 edition of USED CAR BUYING GUIDE. This fabulous tool will help
steer any consumer who is in the market for a used car towards the better-performing and more
reliable used car models and away from those models with a troubled past or substandard
performance. Before consumers set foot on a used car lot, they should read all the valuable
information provided in this book so they can be armed with as much information as possible and the
knowledge to make an educated choice. Consumer Reports knows cars and offers the most detailed
and revealing used car reliability information available anywhere including: - Unbiased reviews of
every major model from 1999 - 2006- Lists of the best and worst used vehicles and how to avoid a
lemon - A checklist of what to look for when inspecting a used car- Best used cars for gas mileage-
Tips on negotiating the best priceReliability, recalls and crash test information- Making sense of
safety information -How to get the most money when trading in your current car The majority of this



book is devoted to the profiles of 264 cars, minivans, SUVs and trucks, presenting all major
1999-2006 models. Each profile contains a photo from the representative year, a write-up of the
vehicle, reliability history, crash-test data, and the model years when key safety gear was added and
when a major redesign was made.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 1990-2016 Phil
Edmonston, 2015-11-21 This book steers buyers through the the confusion and anxiety of new and
used vehicle purchases unlike any other car-and-truck book on the market. “Dr. Phil,” Canada’s
best-known automotive expert for more than forty-five years, pulls no punches.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Plunkett's Renewable, Alternative & Hydrogen Energy Industry
Almanac Jack W. Plunkett, 2006-12-30 There are few industry sectors in the world today with more
potential than renewable and hydrogen energy. Clean, green and renewable energy technologies are
receiving immense emphasis from investors, environmentalists, governments and major
corporations. Today's high prices for crude oil, coal and natural gas will increase the demand for
renewables of all types. A wide variety of technologies are being researched, developed and
implemented on a global basis, from Stirling engines to wind power, from advanced nuclear plants to
geothermal and fuel cells. Our analysis also includes tar sands (o0il sands), oil shale, fuel cells, clean
coal, distributed power, energy storage, biofuels and much more. You'll find a complete overview,
industry analysis and market research report in one superb, value-priced package. It contains
thousands of contacts for business and industry leaders, industry associations, Internet sites and
other resources. This book also includes statistical tables, an industry glossary and thorough
indexes. The corporate profiles section of the book includes our proprietary, in-depth profiles of the
250 leading companies in all facets of the alternative, renewable and hydrogen energy business.
Here you'll find complete profiles of the hot companies that are making news today, the largest,
most successful corporations in the business. Purchasers of either the book or PDF version can
receive a free copy of the company profiles database on CD-ROM, enabling key word search and
export of key information, addresses, phone numbers and executive names with titles for every
company profiled.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Green Living Trish Riley,
2007-09-04 The environmental movement and rising awareness of global warming have sparked an
interest in green living. People want to know what they can do to live sustainable lives. In this book,
you will find an overview of global warming and environmental degradation of air, water, soil; what
sustainable living is and how to do it; how to cut down on carbon output (the cause of global
warming) with alternative cars and fuels; and environmentally friendly home and lawn care
products.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Business Ethics and Corporate Governance K Viyyanna Rao, G
Naga Raju, 2017-10-31 The present volume covers a wide spectrum of issues from Governance to
Ethics. What contributes to the survival of a business is its sincerity to the society. Keeping this as
the core of the discussion, the book covers the topics including governance practices in India and
abroad, the role of board of directors, independent directors, audit committees and auditors. The
book also contains discussion on the role of SEBI, stock exchanges and the Government of India. An
analysis of the provisions incorporated in the Companies Act, 2013 is unique. Another major part of
discussion pertains to the precepts and practice of Corporate Social Responsibility. Presentation of
Live Cases drawn from the contemporary developments is another highlight of the book. Salient
Features: Ideas and tools for implementation of ethics with the help of qualitative and quantitative
analysis and interpretation. Corporate governance reforms and best practices for a global
perspective and business ethics from behavioural and applied aspects. Maximum flexibility in
presenting the amount and order of materials on corporate governance and business ethics. Live and
practical examples in the form of case studies/exhibits at relevant places.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Cemeterians Jack W. Plunkett, 2008 Franklin, Jack, Marla,
Thadius, and Caitlin... this unlikely group of assorted misfits are the Cemetarians, a group that will
take on any job - no, really, we mean any bloody job (money's a bit tight right now)! Trudge through




disgusting sewers to battle manatee-massacring mermaids and soggy cultists, creep through creepy,
fog-littered cemeteries straight out of an ancient Hammer Film soundstage, confront undead
lecherous lodgers and other assorted beasties, creepies, and ghoulies. It all comes down to whether
an adolescent giant Automaton, a truly mad, Mad Scientist, a surly Necromancer, a Banshee's
granddaughter, and a reluctant furry monster straight from under your little sister's bed can manage
not to kill each other - or, at least, quit fighting over the tele-privilege-schedule long enough to get
the job done! Not likely.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Faster, Higher, Farther Jack Ewing, 2017-05-23 “A rich history of
a company whose cars, for better and worse, have touched millions of lives, a character study of a
brilliant but deeply flawed leader, and a case study in how a corporate culture can turn toxic.”
—Bethany McLean, New York Times Book Review Faster, Higher, Farther chronicles a corporate
scandal that rivals those at Enron and Lehman Brothers—one that will cost Volkswagen more than
$22 billion in fines and settlements. Through meticulous reporting, New York Times correspondent
Jack Ewing documents why VW felt compelled to install “defeat devices” in diesel vehicles that
unlawfully lowered CO2 levels during emissions testing, and how the fraud was committed, covered
up, and finally detected. Faster, Higher, Farther is a briskly written account of unrivaled corporate
greed. Updated with the latest information and a new afterword by the author.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 Phil Edmonston,
2012-05-19 Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the economic meltdown
unlike any other car-and-truck books on the market. U.S. automakers are suddenly awash in profits,
and South Koreans and Europeans have gained market shares, while Honda, Nissan, and Toyota
have curtailed production following the 2011 tsunami in Japan. Shortages of Japanese new cars and
supplier disruptions will likely push used car prices through the roof well into 2012, so what should
a savvy buyer do? The all-new Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 has the answers,
including: More vehicles rated, with some redesigned models that don’t perform as well as previous
iterations downrated. More roof crash-worthiness ratings along with an expanded cross-border
shopping guide. A revised summary of safety- and performance-related defects that are likely to
affect rated models. More helpful websites listed in the appendix as well as an updated list of the
best and worst beaters on the market. More secret warranties taken from automaker internal
service bulletins and memos than ever.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: VW GTI, Golf, Jetta, MK III & IV Kevin Clemens, Volkswagen's
GTI, Golf, and Jetta are long-time favorites among sport-compact performance enthusiasts. With
engines ranging from the 2.0 liter naturally-aspirated four-cylinder to the 1.8 liter turbo 4 to the
VR6, the Mk III and Mk IV generations (1993-2004) offer tuners a wealth of opportunities. This book
turns these opportunities into realities, from deciding which vehicle to buy, to keeping it running in
tip-top condition, to enhancing the performance and appearance of your VW. Focusing on the
engine, wheels and tires, suspension, body kits, interiors, and more, each project includes
straightforward instruction along with details about the necessary parts, cost, time, and skill.If you
want to get the biggest bang for your VW buck, this book is your road map.

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Tribological Processes in the Valve Train Systems with
Lightweight Valves Krzysztof Jan Siczek, 2016-06-17 Tribological Processes in Valvetrain Systems
with Lightweight Valves: New Research and Modelling provides readers with the latest
methodologies to reduce friction and wear in valvetrain systems—a severe problem for designers
and manufacturers. The solution is achieved by identifying the tribological processes and
phenomena in the friction nodes of lightweight valves made of titanium alloys and ceramics, both
cam and camless driven. The book provides a set of structured information on the current
tribological problems in modern internal combustion engines—from an introduction to the valvetrain
operation to the processes that produce wear in the components of the valvetrain. A valuable
resource for teachers and students of mechanical or automotive engineering, as well as automotive
manufacturers, automotive designers, and tuning engineers. - Shows the tribological problems
occurring in the guide-light valve-seat insert - Combines numerical and experimental solutions of




wear and friction processes in valvetrain systems - Discusses various types of cam and camless
drives the valves used in valve trains of internal combustion engines—both SI and CI - Examines the
materials used, protective layers and geometric parameters of lightweight valves, as well as mating
guides and seat inserts

2006 vw jetta fuel economy: Energy Issues and Transition to a Low Carbon Economy
Francisco J. Lozano, Alberto Mendoza, Arturo Molina, 2021-08-10 Without energy, there is no
well-functioning economy, besides facing social risks. This book provides a systemic approach to
energy in Mexico and its relations to the USA arising from the energy reform of the former. It covers
the transition from fossil fuels to a low-carbon economy, relying heavily on renewable sources and
mitigating climate change risks. Several human knowledge disciplines and topics are covered in the
book, including public policy, economics, transboundary issues, electricity and thermal energy,
residual biomass use, distributed energy systems and its management, and decision-making tools.
An analysis is considered regarding energy issues interaction in the Mexican-USA border, which
differ in both countries from pricing and policy, and the work and research that has been developed
for transboundary energy trade.
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